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Ghosts of Bryant 


Hall Brood 


Over Swank Radio Auditions 


By RUTH MORRIS 
Eight hundred unknown Colum- 
bos and Kate Smiths were heard 
and 200 more were left at the post 
in last week’s NBC ‘Youth of 
American Contest’ in the network’s 
luxurious Times Square studios. 


The gray ghosts of old Bryant 
Hall brooded over the proceedings 
which are the mark of Big Busi- 
ness’ entrance into the ancient in- 
stitution of the lowly vaudeville 
try-out-~humblest of Broadway 
ceremonies—during this swank 
ritual, a radio audition. 

Outcome of the whole elaborate 
exercise was the discovery of one 
potential radio name, but the by- 
product has much exploitation for 
Paul Whiteman and the commercial 
product which he trumpets over the 
air. 

An obscure show world event, 
nurtured in side street theatres and 


(Continued on page 46) 


AD AGENCY ADDS BAND 
LEADER FOR AIR ACC’TS 


Chicago, March 28. 
For the first time a local radio ad- 
vertising agency is bringing in a 
musical director to handle talent 
and programs. H. Leopold Spitalny, 


retired musical director of the B & 
K organization, joins the McJunkin 
Agency next week. 

McJunkin move is regarded by 
radio onlookers as a potential note 
of advancement in the agency busi- 
ness. It is furnishing Spitalny with 
a completely equipped studio, allow- 
ing the maestro to assemble and 
audition his own talent and pro- 
grams, All the facilities of the or- 
ganization will be behind him. 

This will not conflict with 
talny’s two radio accounts. 








Spi- 





Fifth Avenue’s Flop 


America’s .most colorful public 
fashion event, the Easter Sunday 
parade on Fifth avenue, New York, 
Was a sartorial flop this year, ac- 
cording to the ladies. The crowds 
were there, but the usual display of 
duds was missing. 

Women who know their styles say 
most of the ladies cheated the sight- 
seers by ringing in a flock of last 
year’s outfits. The paraders seemed 
to be there just to see who could 
afford first rate rigging this year. 





Recital Teas 


Recital teas are coming 
front in the east. 


to the 


Concert performers are adding 
tea, food, and playing hostess after | 
each performance to stimulate pat- 
ronage, 


In some cases the tariff is only 
$1, including the eats. 





Finis 





The New York state taxation 
board received a package last 
week with the following note: 

‘You're going to take every- 
thing else—so here's my shirt.’ 


MILLER RANCH 
SOLD FOR 
$25,000 











Dallas, March 28. 

Popularly valued at $1,000,000, 
historic ‘101 Ranch’ in Oklahoma 
passed under the hammer for bare 
$25,000 Saturday (26), after two 
and-a-half day sale. Auction did 
not include the 101 circus, slated 
for the block later, according to re- 
ceiver’s attorneys. 

Feature on bidding was herd of 
51 buffalo, classed as relics, which 
went at $50-$75 per. 

According to Col. Zack Miller, 


(Continued on page 71) 


‘RIGHT’ BOYS BUST UP 
WRONG JOINT IN CHI 


Chicago, March 28. 

Case of mistaken identity cost a 
roadhouse near here a night of anx- 
iety, when hoodlums put the place 
on the spot, kicking in the windows, 
dismantling the fixtures, busting up 
the beer kegs and otherwise per- 
forming a creditable demolishing 
job. 

Roadhouse owners couldn't figure 
the thing out, being in on the right 
side and all that. It wasn’t until 
the next morning that a repair 
wagon pulled up, fixed the place up 
in its original splendor, left a re- 
placement of beer supply and a pro- 
fuse note of apology. 

It was the right hoods but the 
wrong place. 











The Due-Bill Racket 
Hits B’way Nite Clubs 


Some of the waiters in one of the 
Broadway cabarets are making a 
racket of chiseling with due bills 
for advertising issued by the place. 
And there are plenty of these bills 

Waiters pull their gag by buying 





any | 








up the eateries’ due bills from 
| of the lesser public: — ns, with the] 
i. waiters ar vshetey y the usual 40-50% of 
the bill’s face value. 

Then w i n a customer pays a bill 
the waiters pocket the cash and pay 


bill for the 


sping the cash 


he cashier with the due 
amount of the bill, kee 
land making 509% on the deal. 


| 
| 
| 
| t 
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(STAGE PSYGHIGS 
PRIVATE READINGS 


100 Before 





Over Foot- 


lights Instead of Normal | 


25—Ancient Dodges Re- 
vived to Lure Chumps— 
Tea Leaves to Star Gazing 


Guides Big Business Men, 
Too 


LOVE QUERIES LEAD 





Depression times for the rest of 
humanity mean good times for the 
seers. While in normal periods the 
majority of the population regards 
fortune telling in any and all of its 
phases as strictly the abacadabra, 
the reverse is true in times of 
trouble or need. The current de- 
presh is becoming one of the big- 
gest boons ever enjoyed by the 
future peekers. 

The present wave is carrying 
along with it all types and grades 
of mystics, from the loftiest private 
seer who charges plenty per see, to 
the lowliest semi-pro in a _ side 
street store location. The clean-up 
goes for those who suddenly found 
out they were ‘psychic’ without be- 
ing aware of it before and grabbed 
a turban, Hindu dialect and a gaz- 
ing crystal, to those who sincerely 
believe they possess the gift of 
divination. 

Particularly lucrative just now is 
the theatre. Although limited to 
those clairvoyants whose powers 
also include stage presence, the 
number working steadily in thea- 
tres in the U. S. at the present time 
is well over 100. Ordinarily the 
number of clairvoyants playing at 
any one time is around 25 

Fig business men spurn advice 
from their most trusted clerks who 

(Continued on page 70) 


$50 MINIMUM PER CAB 
IS B'WAY TAXI MANDATE 


Hack drivers in New York are 
finding things tougher every week. 
That’s despite the fact that about 
2,000 cabs were taken off the streets 
by the five major cab companies 
within the past couple months. 

New ruling inaugurated by three 
of the major cab companies last 
week demands that any cab driver 
who fails to turn in a minimum of 
$50 from his cab per week, on a 
six-day week basis, is immediately 
dropped. Means that the boys must 
keep circulating and hustling. With 








many cabs taken off the streets, and 

with an influx of a number of 

white-collar drivers, taxi men are 

actually battling for their jobs. 
Drivers for the bifg 

work on a percentage basis, getting | 


10°, of the take. On a $50 weekly 
cross, they earn $20 for th 


ot counting the tips, of course. 





emselves, | 


HARD TIMES FATTEN SEERS 





‘Minneapolis Bans ‘Crazy Quilt, 
So Show Moves Over to St. Paul 


4 





Hearst’s Exercise 





Hollywood, March 28. 
William R. Hearst is playing 
tennis daily at his ranch up- 
state. 
Some say he is over 70, 
others claim 66, but either way 
he plays three sets every day. 


VANITY ANGLE 
HALTS PARIS 
STRIKE 


Paris, March 28, 
Strike of all theatres here, as 
planned for tomorrow (29) was 
averted at the last minute by gov- 


ernmental action. Plans were all 
set to go ahead if the government 
didn’t come through with tax re- 
lief of some sort, the issue being 
carried by Premier Tardieu person- 
ally taking steps to clear things. 
Tardieu cleverly got the heads of 
show business together for a con- 
ference with himself and played to 
their personal ambitions. He in- 
duced them to accept mediatory 
terms which they had previously 
turned down as unsatisfactory. 
Bill was introduced into 
(Continued on page 46) 


1,000 TO 1 AGAINST 
A RADIO ANNOUNCER 


Of 1,000 applicants for a position 
as radio announcer, CBS is lucky if 
it gets one. 

Each week about 100 apply for a 
position as an ether interlocutor. 
The most likely of these applicants 
are chosen and auditioned, with 
CBS forced to give trials for an- 
nouncers every week because of the 
numerous applications and because 
of the need for satisfactory an- 
nouncers. 

Most of the candidates get no 
further than the audition room be- 
cause of pronunciation. 

The native twang or drawl is n.g. 
nationally. 














the 








N.Y. Central R.R. May 
Operate Own Hotels 


New York Central railroad is re- 
ported contemplating an entry into 
the hotel biz, in New York first 


| Several of the city’s larger inns are } 

companies | located immediately above the Cen- 

the realty con- 
| 


tral’s tracks, with 
nection figured in. 

Canadian railways 
own hotels, 


operate thei: 


> 





Minneapolis, March 28. 


With a complete sell-out assured, 
‘Crazy Quilt’ was prevented from 
opening at the Metropolitan here 
last night (Sunday), by the action 
of Mayor W. A. Anderson in revok- 
ing the theatre’s license late Satur- 
day. ’ 

Declaring the show ‘is indecent 
and obscene’ the mayor also or- 
dered the posters of nearly nude 
girls on billboards, up for more 
than 10 days, be covered with white 
paper. The theatre management 
complied with the order pronto. 

Immediately after the license 
revocation, the theatre obtained a 
temporary injunction from District 
Judge F. A. Reed at his residence 
to restrain the police from inter- 
rerring with the performance until 


(Continued on page 29) 


GIRLS’ TELE WORRY IS 
THAT BLONDES ARE OUT 


Los Angeles, March 28. 

Harry R. Lubcke, television ex- 
pert at KHJ, can look even further 
than ‘just around the corner.’ He 
has prepared a lecture to deliver at 
the invitation of a local club in 
which he describes the types of ac- 
tors who will appear in television 
some time, 

It’s bad news for the blondes but 
jake for the brunettes and red 
heads. His expert opinion is that 
inasmuch as television photography 
must be made before white back- 








grounds, it will be necessary te 
have dark objects for distinctive 


filming. 

Blonde gals of the future who 
might try dyeing to get the tele- 
vision jobs will still be stuck he 
avers. Because blondes generally 
have blue eyes and these will be 
nix also before the white back- 
ground. But for the dark eyed, 
black hair femmes, jobs await — 
waiting—just around the corner. 





Phone Reveille Pays 


St. Paul, March 28. 

Charles Sorlein and Ted Barrett, 
ousted as Orpheum ushers are 
making a living with correct time 
service. 

Give time of day, getting income 
from advertisers whose messages 
precede giving of hour. Business, 
less than a month old, already has 
five phones and three girl opera- 
tors. Boys also have steady cus- 
tomers whom they wake up every 
morning for a small monthly fee. 


BOULDER DAM THEATRE 
Los Angeles, March 28. 
Opening of the Boulder theatre at 
the Boulder dam site is slated for 





| May 1. 

House, now being wired, is owned 
Hlarry and Milt Arthur, and is 
only showhouse in the governe 

ment reservation 
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Ionoring Old Taboos, Laemnle, Jr., 


Banks on Fresh 


Carl Laemmle, Jr., looking back 





on his three years as head man for 
and remembering his 
well as 
conclusions: 


Universal, 
mistakes as 
has come to these 

People the world over want to be 
thrilled. 

A.picture must not only be good 
in itself, got to be sold to 
audience. 

The picture industry must search 
zealously for new ideas, fresh lo- 
cales, unusual themes, if it is to 
preserve its audience. 

Every smash picture results from 
the producer’s instinctive sensing of 
an arresting idea, the courage to 
stick with it—and chiefly that un- 
predictable, intangible charm—luck. 

L.u.mmle, Jr., leaves for the coast 
after a month in Ne 7 York a jubi- 
lant young man. He believes he has 
a production schedule for 1932 that 
will top Universal’s 1931 banner 
year. He has lined up twenty-six 
pictures which he thinks meet his 
requirements, a program that has 
essentially variety, each picture 
with something back of it, a show- 
manship idea, 

No Traditional Taboos 

He says it isn’t hard for him to 
find suitable stories, because he re- 
fuses to recognize traditional pic- 
ture taboos. ‘There is no such thing 
as “you can’t do that in- pictures.” 
Because an idea failed ten years 
ago, or ten months ago, does not 
preclude the possibility of its being 
ripe for pictures now.’ He looks 

(Continued on page 31) 


his successes, 


it’s its 





Par Must Buy Space 
In Dailies to Settle 


Mrs. Sternberg’s Suits 


28. 
suits 





Hollywood, March 

Mrs. Riza von Sternberg’s 
against Marlene Dietrich for libel 
and alienation of affections were 
reopened by Mrs. von Sternberg, 
who claims Paramount didn’t live 
up to certain terms of the agree- 
ment to cancel suit. 

Dailies carried the story that the 
suit had been dismissed when 
Sandor Incze, Budapest newspaper- 
man and editor of ‘Szinhazi Elet,’ 
admitted an article he had written 
quoting Miss Dietrich on the case 
had been pulled out of thin air. He 
wrote a retraction. 

Agreement was that three letters, 
by the two women and Incze, be 
printed in newspapers in 10 promi- 
nent U. S. cities and Berlin and 


Vienna. But editors used the let- 
ters only in part in their news 
stories. 

Paramount’s legal department 


must now buy advertising space to 
have the three missives printed in 
full. 





Eunice Pringle Tab 
Draws Pantages Ire 


Los Angeles, March 28. 

Dramatic tab starring Eunice 
Pringle, Pantages case girl, is be- 
ing booked into the Fox Palace tc 
the reported annoyance of the Pan- 
tages family. Palace is operated 
by Mike Rosenberg, but owned by 
Fox-West Coast, the same circuit 
with which Alexander Pantages is 
affiliated in operation of his thea- 
tre. 

Miss Pringle makes her dramatie 
debut in ‘Some Baby,’ boiled down 
version of ‘Elixir of Youth. Mac- 
Quarrie brothers agency set the 
deal and Charles King is rehears- 
ing the cast. 


CONNOLLY’S U.A. CHANCE 


Walter Connolly, legit actor cur- 
rently in ‘The Good Fairy,’ New 
York, will probaly go pictures for 
United Artists. He was tested for 
U. A. by Chester Erskin. Terms are 
being discussed. 

If deal is closed Connolly's film 
destination is likely to be ‘Rain.’ 
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Ideas to Hold Fans 





| Mama 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Mother of a child actress 
is startling casting directors 
by her complete naivete 
on things Hollywood. When 
called by a caster to bring her 
child around for an interview 
she replied the child was sick, 
but would the caster care to 
come to the house for a look? 

At another studio the child 
proved unsuitable for the 
part, so mama tried to sell the 
casting director a pair of 
socks. 


EXTEND CREDIT CHECK 
UPON ALL HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Motion Picture Credit Ass’n., 
originally formed here by com- 
panies doing business with inde- 
pendent producers to establish their 
credit ratings, is now branching out. 
New scheme is to extend the ser- 
vice to cover entire industry with 
ratings on everyone from execs, 
stars and writers, down the line for 
complete coverage. H. R. Bachelder, 
former Pathe head, is now presi- 
dent of the ass’n. Services will be 
offered all wholesale and retail mer- 
chants. 

Credit to picture people has been 
a Hollywood headache for years, It 
is the belief that local merchants 
will snap at the opportunity to ob- 
tain the authentic lowdown for 
credit purposes. 

















AFTER JOE SCHENCK? 


Conductor on Chief Held Up—Coast 
Belief Schenck Intended Victim 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
Conductor on the = eastbound 
Sante Fe crack train, The Chief, 
was held up by two armed men 
after it pulled out of Los Angeles 
station Friday (25) night. No one 
was molested and the men left the 
train at a suburban stop. 

It is believed that the pair were 
after Joseph M. Schenck, who was 
known to have booked reservations. 
What they did not know was that 
Schenck had cancelled his tickets 
and was in Caliente. 

James Cagney was on the Chief, 
but was not bothered. 





Bancroft’s Next May 1, 
Will Share in Profits 


Hollywood, March 28. 
‘World and Flesh’ is probable 
title of George Bancroft’s talker 
just completed for Paramount. It 
may be released around May 1. 

Subbilled under star is Miriam 
Hopkins and John Cromwell, di- 
rector. 

This feature starts Bancroft’s new 
Par contract under which he par- 
ticipates in the net profits. Ban- 
croft is guaranteed a certain amount 
besides the percentage. 





WILL MAHONEY 


In “Earl Carroll’s Vanities” 


The New York “Evening Post” 
said: “A very neat trick in the new 
‘Vanities’ is Will Mahoney dancing 
tunes out of what he ealls the 
Mahoneyphone, stepping along a 
xylophone playing Sousa marches 
with his feet.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 








MANLY HEROES, 
SWEET GALS 
FOR FANS 


—— 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Several of the fan magazines, re- 
alizing they have been on a wrong 
tack recently in smashing their 
readers’ illusions of Hollywood, are 
doing a right-about-face and have 
ordered their writers to return to 
the saccharine. 

They have discovered that every 
time they tipped off who wears a 
toupee, who’s beating his wife and 
who’s sweet in her pictures but a 
cat at the studio, they have found 
abusive letters following from the 
fans of these particular celebs and 
a promise ‘never to buy your so and 
sO magazine again.’ 

Not all of the recent drop-off in 
fan mag circulation is laid to the 
gossipy trend, but enough of it, the 
publishers believe, to induce a cam- 
paign get a few readers back by 
going into a general Pollyanna rou- 
tine. 

Because of the popularity of ra- 
dio whisperings and gossip spread- 
ing the fan mags began to follow 
suit, but discovered that evidently 
the fan mag readers are of that ilk 
who believe that the sun rises and 
sets somewhere east of their pet 
star’s right ear, and rats to any one 
who says differently. 





BRENDEL’S 4TH YEAR 


After this, his final week of pic- 
ture house touring in Baltimore, El 
Brendel returns to the Fox lot to 
commence his fourth year of a five 
year termer. 

Brendel, on his personal appear- 
ances, has been getting $4,000 plus 
a percentage arrangement. He was 
erroneously reported drawing $2,500 
in the picture houses. 





Japanese Merchant Sadly Learns 
His $150,000 Film Too Churchly 





Hollywood, March 28. 
Hon. D. M. Hirayama, of Japan, 
is in Hollywood with 11,700 feet of 
film and a frankly puzzled, slightly 


hurt, expression. Hon. Hirayama’s 
pique is increased by the constant 
recollection that $150,000 of the nest 
egg he built up as a merchant in 
his home country is represented in 
those many feet of Christianity on 
celluloid. 

Back in Japan sturdy and per- 
sistent white missionaries fascinated 
Hon. Hirayama. Being a gentleman 








No one is useless in the 
world who lightens the bur- 
den of it for anyone else. 








MR. AND MBS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 





of business as well as an admirer 
of the white man, Hon. Hirayama 
decided after much pondering that 
the United States should be in- 
| terested in seeing how its delegates 
were progressing in the operation 
of love and quiet Sundays. Further, 
the wealthy Christians should be 
interested enough to pay for looks. 














So Hon. Hirayama sank $150,609 
into the 11,700 feet of film based on 
the introduction of Christianity into 
the Orient. Then he packed his film 
and his duds and hopped to America. 

Joy Flown 


for possible purchase by the im- 
portant motion picture producers. 
Hon. Hirayama even holds his back 
so that it may be patted without 
undue strain. 


shrug their shoulders. 


tres. Not a chance, Hi.’ 


frankly puzzled, slightly hurt, 





pression. 





In Hollywood Hon. Hirayama has 
been unreeling his Christian footage 


But the big American producers 
roll their cigars in their mouths and 
‘It's great 
for churches, maybe,’ they say. ‘But, 
Hi, you can’t give ’em that in thea- 


And Hon. Hirayama, who returned 
Christianity for Christianity, stares 
at the American picture men with a 
ex- 


Fred Randall, 10 
Pans Mob 





On and Off Velvet 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Only one of the show bunch 
attending Caliente lately is 
known to have won anvthing. 
This lad was but $180 ahead 
when leavirg the wheels, and 
then he had his pockets picked 














GOLDWYN SIGNS ANNA 





Anna Sten, newest German find, 
has been taken by Sam Goldwyn for 
two pictures. She is through with 
her current Ufa contract at the end 
of April and leaves immediately 
for the United States. Her hus- 
band, Dr. will accompany 
her. 

Miss Sten is of Russian birth and 
Swedish extraction, but has done 
all her picture work in Germany. 
She first attracted attention in New 


Frenke, 


York by her wofk in ‘Brothers 
Karamazov’ (Terra) and her work 
in the latest Ufa Emil Jannings 


picture, ‘Tempest,’ current at the 
Little Carnegie, New York, brought 


raves from all the daily critics, 
which: resulted in an immediate 
scramble for her services. 

Papers were signed quickly in 
Berlin Saturday afternoon (26) to 
avoid competition; terms undis- 
closed. Miss. Sten had previously 


had offers from Metro and Charles 
R. Rogers, one of them offering 
$100,000 a year. 


BANKHEAD IN ‘RAIN?’ 


U.A. May Borrow From Paramount; 
Metro Cools on Buying Script 





Hollywood, March 28. 
Producers’ Association will meet 
this week to decide whether or not 


the dialog version of ‘Rain’ will 
carry that title. 3etting is even 
money. 

Conflicting reports still persist on 
which studio will do the film, 
United Artists or Metro. M-G 


wanted to buy the story for Joan 
Crawford but is now said to have 
cooled on the idea. U.A. has it, with 
Lewis Milestone and Maxwell An- 
derson having been working on the 
adaption in the east. 

If U. A. does it there is some 
talk of borrowing Tallulah Bank- 
head from Paramount for the 
‘Sadie Thompson’ part, while Mile- 
stone will likely supervise but not 
direct. He is due here in about 10 
days or two weeks, 

Gary Cooper will arrive in New 
York March 31 from his African 
trip. 

He will come west immediately, 
where he is set to team with Tal- 
lulah Bankhead. Picture for the 
dual billing not yet set. 


Buddy Rogers’ Dad Now 
Gold Miner on Coast 


Buddy Rogers’ father has turned 
gold miner, living in a shack near 
Sacramento, Cal., where he has pur- 
chased a mine and is in the hopes 
of panning out valuable ore, 

That’s why he’s not with his son 








east for the ‘Hot-Cha’ (Ziegfeld) 
engagement. During Rogers’ screen 


career the elder Rogers, who was 
a small town newspaper publisher, 
officiated as his son’s business man- 
ager. 


SAILINGS » 


April 6 (New York to London) 
Noel Coward, Frank Borzage, Sonya 
Levien, Sam N. Behrman (Aqui- 
tania). 

April 5 (Berlin to New York) Paul 
Ludwig Stein (Bremen). 

April 1 (New York to London) 
Stanley Whiteley (Majestic). 

April 1 (New York to London) 
Randall Faye (Europa). 

March 31 (London to New York) 
Jack Connolly (ile de France). 

March 31 (New York to Berlin) 
Fritz Thornhauer (Hainburg). 

March 25 (Berlin to New York) 
Vicki Baum (Europa). 

March 25 (San Francisco to 
Tokyo), Dan Venturini (President 
Jackson). 

March 24 (New York to Berlin) 
Maria Jeritza, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Pulitzer (Bremen). 

March 24 (New York to Hamburg) 
Mady Christians (Albert Ballin}. 





STEN, GERMAN FIND 


Yrs. an Extra, 


as Dumb and Lazy 


+ 





Hollywood, March 23. 

Do extras hang on in Hollywood 

through years of disappointments 

because that 
opportunity is coming? 
but most of them don’t. 

Fred Randall, at 29, has been j 


they believe the 


Some 


big 


do, 


n 
and out of extra work 10 years. His 
best parts were only bits and he 
has been so broken in spirit sev. ral 


times that he has left Hollywood 
swearing he'll never return. He has 
traveled over the world and he has 
always come back to Hollywood. He 
is of the minority which 
that one good opportunity is all that 
is needed to lift an extra from the 
mob, and he can prove his case with 
citations. 

For the mob at large Randall has 
neither respect, affection nor dis- 
like. ‘Many of them have seen that 
sincere effort is often unrewarded,' 
he said, ‘and most of them haven't 
tried to see anything. 

‘Few of us who were here 10 yearg 
ago remain i. Hollywood. Faces in 
the outside fringe change every few 
months because they find neither 
romance nor opportunity. Those 
who hang on for a few years usually 
lose faith. On the sets they stay 
out of camera range so they won't 
be recognized and consequently can 
get more work. 

‘At the other extreme are such 

cases as ‘Closeup Smith,’ who pokes 
his phiz in front of the lens like a 
duck headed for water. A few guys 
like that give the mob as a whrele 
a reputation as screws, and a lot of 
them are.’ 
Randall came to Hollywood 10 
years ago because pictures fasci- 
nated him. He has tried to over- 
come that fascination, has analyzed 
his yen coldly as a mania and now 
admits calmly that all he can do is 
to be prepared for his break if it 
ever comes. 


Swell Wardrobe 


He dresses for the street in an- 
cient trousers, an antique sweater 
and limp shoes. In his closet hang 


(Continued on page 29) 





METRO CHASING CLARA 


Want Miss Bow for 
Woman’—Drop Harlow 


‘Redheaded 
Idea 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Metro has changed its mind again 
and Jean Harlowe has been dis- 
carded as the player for the title 
role of ‘Redheaded Woman.’ 
Studio is desirous of securing 
Clara Bow for the part but can’t 
connect. That is, despite calls from 
the M-G lot Miss Bow has been ig- 
noring the summonses and just 
won't show up to talk it over. 

Miss Bow is now looked upon by 
agents as the champion prize around 
which to hang a deal. Actress’ name 
has figured in at least two dozen 
propositions for pictures, 
ville, legit and radio. All of them 
have fallen through with many 
never getting the light of publicity. 

Pow name can still command big 
money, or talk of it. Agents, be- 
cause of this, haven’t stopped try- 
ing to get the girl’s signuture on @ 
contract. At present there are at 
least four agents working on deals 
in which she figures. 

Rex Bell, her hubby, is also her 
manager. Several attorneys and the 
Frank Dunlap agency, who have 


Bow deals. Red tape and cut-ins 
are driving ambitious agents 
spasms trying to make headway 
with the actress. 


quent trips between Hollywood and 
her husband's Nevada ranch, seems 
to enjoy life and doesn’t want to 
talk acting to anyone. 





$40 When Busy and $10 
Idle for New Roach Kid 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
Newest Roach kid, four-year-old 


guarantee of only 20 weeks work 
a year instead of the 24 weeks pre- 
viously certain for Our Gang play- 
ers. 

Youngster’s working rate starts 
at $40 and goes to an ultimate $150, 
His layoff money is also staggered, 
another innovation, going from $10 
a week the first year to $25 a week 





the final year. Most of the Gang 
draw $25 straight on their idle 
weeks. 


Meantime, Miss Bow makes fre-* 


believes 


vaude- * 


a contract with Bell, also figure in’ 


into ™ 
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ALL BUT THE D 








Coast Sees Story Selection Real 


Cause for Harding-Bannister Split 








+ 


Hollywood, March 28. 

‘prestige,”, Ann Harding’s most 
recent picture, is being blamed 
within the film colony as the per- 
tinent cause for the marital separa- 
tion between the actress and her 
husband, Harry Bannister. 

Bannister, on the Pathe-Radio 
payroll at $°,250 weekly, classified 
as Miss Harding’s supervisor and 
an actor, has been generally con- 
sidered as selecting the stories for 
his wife. His contract was settled 
by the studio. just last week for 
a reported $35,000. Miss Harding’s 
salary is $5,500 a week. Local in- 
terpretation is that the domestic 
question cropped up when Miss 
Harding became dissatisfied over 
the results of her recent pictures. 

Announcement of the contem- 
plated divorce is deemed, on this 
end, to have been handled grace- 
fully. The press received separate 
letters individually signed by Miss 
Harding and Bannister. The 
episties attributed the split to Ban- 
nister’s struggle to retain his iden- 
tity and personality in the difficult 
position of being Ann Harding’s 
husband. This was rated by the 
picture mob as a natural for fan 
consumption. 

The Harding-Bannister home in 
Hollywoodland is one of the most 
pretentious out here, occupying an 
entire knoll in the hills and esti- 
mated to have cost around $300,000 
at the time of building. It is not 
reported what disposition will be 
made of this home or who will get 
the young daughter, now about four 
years of age. 

Bannister has left here for Reno. 





Reno, March 28, 

Here to secure a divorce from 
Ann Harding, Harry Bannister is 
burning up the roads around Reno 
in'a high power car and doing a 
little airplane practicing between 
times. 

Bannister rolled up to the River- 
side hotel Thursday (14), and an- 
nounced that he was ‘out’ to re- 
porters. H> and his wife had said 
their piece in Hollywood earlier in 
the week, it was explained, and 
henceforth there would be no more 
statements until the divorce suit 
is filed and Bannister is free. 

The divorce suit will be filed 
fround May 15. 


EILEEN PERCY’S SINUS 


Ailment Which Blighted Screen 
Career Halts Her Studio Return 





Hollywood, March 28. 

Eileen Percy's tough streaks car- 

ried her to Palm Springs to re- 
cover from a recurrence of sinus 
trouble. She expects to return here 
next week. 
_ Off the screen for a long time, 
due to sinus attacks, former silent 
Star has been doing a newspaper 
Syndicated Hollywood column gain- 
ing attention nationally. She likes 
it but prefers the camera. 

Recently called for a film role, 
Miss Percy was again in pictures 
for 24 hours when the male lead 
suffered an injury requiring a 10- 
day postponement. Meanwhile, 
Sinus again hit Miss Percy, forcing 
her to the deser* sun. 


Delicate Work 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Work has commenced on Marie 
Dressler’s picture at Metro. It has 
been foing on now for a week. 
With Miss Dressler just recovered 
from her attack of blood poisoning, 
Studio Staff is handling her tenderly 
im such actual work as at present 
required in the picture’s making. 











Radio Options B’more 


Hollywood, March 28. 


Radio has optioned John Barry- 


~— for a second picture. 
. Studio is now hunting for a story 
N which he can be teamed with 


Right Type at Last 


Hollywood, March 28, 
Former stage comic brought 
here as a-writer by Fox, and 
now being cast at various stu- 
dios as a murderer and thief, 


brought his mother-in-law 
from New York and imme- 
diately called the casting di- 


rector at Fox. 

‘Everybody's casting wrong 
out here,’ he said, ‘but I'll put 
you straight. I'm sending my 
mother-in-law to you for wolf 
parts.’ 











GARBO IS COOL 
TO $10,000 BID 


Hollywood, March 28. 

yreta Garbo remains silent on 
proposal of Metro to pay her $10,- 
000 weekly on a new contract start- 
ing around May lI, Foreign girl 
now receives $7,000 a week. She 
has made no demands for more 
money, although previous reports 
stated $14,000 weekly would fix any 
Garbo-Metro differences. 

Miss Garbo’s indifference is at- 
tributed to a bankroll accumulated 
through Metro and estimated to 
run over $1,000,000. Enough, at 
least, to buy her entire home town 
in Sweden to which, possibly, she 
wants to return. 

Garbo’s weekly expenses out here 
are not deemed to exceed $200 
weekly. She has one colored maid, 
doesn’t fraternize with the film 
colony, thereby foregoing all en- 
tertaining, and infrequently has 
any house guests. 

Metro’s executives seem worried 
as Garbo’s contract expiration time 
nears with nothing definite heard 
from Greta, 


Klan Won't Let Warners 
Film Nude ‘White Trash’ 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Rewrite on several sequences in 
Warners ‘Cabin in the Cotton’ has 
been made necessary through influ- 
ence of the Ku Klux Klan, 

Company dispatched a camera 
crew and assistant director to Mis- 
sissippi to photograph women of a 
‘white trash’ section bathing nude 
ina river. Idea was okay with the 
women but when the picture com- 
pany started to grind on the scene 
the hooded members showed up and 
ordered the crew to pack up and 
scram. 

Company came back without any 
Mississippi s.a., and the sequence 
will be deleted from the script. 


Miss Dove’s Contract 








Hollywood, March 28. 
Contract of Billie Dove with 


Caddo is up for sale to other stu- 
dios. It has about two years to 
run and ties the star to make two 
pictures per year. 

Uncertainty of Howard Hughes’ 
future production policy, and with 





Dolores Del Rio. 


nothing for Miss Dove in sight, 
caused Caddo to put her on the 
auction block. Hughes is now re- 
ported in Bermuda, 
Arliss Home Trip 
Hollywood, March 28. 

George Arliss will leave for Eng- 
land in another 10 days, with his 
return and next picture still unde- 
cided. Finished ‘Successful Calam- 
ity’ at First National two weeks 
ago. 

James Cagney, who ducked out 
after he finished ‘Winner Take AIl 
at Purbank, is thought to have gone 
to New York for a restup and look 
at ‘Blessed Event,’ his next. 


= 
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SUPPORT PLAYERS 
DAY-TO-DAY BASIS 


Includes Overtime—-Practice 
Grows as Studio Budgets 
Pruned—Good Money, but 
at Short Terms—Former 
Stars Included 





BONANZA FOR SOME 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Engaging first line players on a 
day-to-day basis is a departure at 
the studios brought about by the 
urge to curtail production costs and 
the shortened schedules of current 
filming. 

Even one day engagements for 
high money players are not unusual, 
and generally there is not the re- 
Pugnance to day work which might 
be expected from performers who 
in the past could rely on any of 
their jobs running for a week and 
longer. 

There's overtime, too, in the new 
day-by-day work for actors. It’s 
everything but the dinner pail, for 
should the engagement go over the 
eight hour period, the extra check 
is computed on a pro rata basis. 

In a few outstanding cases, es- 
pecially among those in big demand 
for certain types of parts, the day- 
by-day thing is proving a harvest 
Such engagements generally are 
figured 100% and better for the 
day’s work, counting their weekly 
check as a _ standard. In other 
words an actor whose salary is 
$1,200 a week can figure on $400 a 
day from the eight hour jobs. 

Players who are currently the 
fashion for directors and casters, 
and there are always 20 or more in 
this category, are being kept con- 
stantly at work with some of this 
fortunate group hopping from lot to 
lot and finding, at the end of the 
week, they’ve cashed in for twice 
the money they would have gotten 
on the former routine, 


Dialog Cause 

Importance of dialog and of real 
actors handling even the small 
parts in talking pictures’ has 
brought about this new state of 
affairs. Rarely is a so-called bit 
entrusted these days to the class of 
bit players, just graduated from the 
extra ranks, 

Short terms at heavy money. 
comparatively, are dangled before 
a class of supports considered sure- 
fire among the execs. Several so 
considered have lifted small parts 
to distinction, resulting, eventually, 
in term c-_ntracts. In this list are 
such players as Allison Skipworth, 
Edna Mae Oliver, Roland Young, C. 
Aubrey Smith and others, 

Outsanding Bits 

Several recognized players like 
Lewis Stone, no., under contract to 
Metro, and Edward Everett Horton 
have been in the ‘surefire’ class for 
years but have always held out for 
guarantees of at least two weeks or 
nothing doing. But at that it is rot 
unusual to find their parts, when 
the picture is completed, exceed- 
ingly brief yet handled in such a 
manner as to make them often more 
important to the picture than the 
work of the leads. 

Some who have previously been 
starred are seemingly not averse to 
taking brief engagements that in 
the past would have been anathema. 
This week Evelyn Brent went to 
Columbia for such a part, yet a few 
months ago she was getting stellar 
attention at the same studio, Fran- 
ces Starr was in a similarly small 
but significant, part at Warners 
These are just two of many who 
have discovered that the length of 


the engagements has nothing to do 
with the money and results that ca 
accompany such brief spotting. 





TED HUSING’S FEATURE 
Radio wants Ted Husing, CBS an- 
for a feature sports pic- 
which the film company in- 
tends to produce about June, 
for Husing are nov 


on and may be closed shortly. 


noune er, 


Negotiations 


» 


Studios Are Attempting Mob Relief 
By Limiting Groups to Single Set 











A Situation 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Afterpiece of the ‘Wet Pa- 
rade’ premiere at the Chinese 
was Josef von Sternberg and a 
friend, both in evening clothes, 
pushing the Sternberg auto 
down the boulevard with the 
aid of two cops. Orchestral ac- 
companiment furnished by 60 
hooting taxis. 

Car had gone dead as the di- 
rector was about to whisk off 
in style. Just one of those 
Murad situations. 


STORY BLIZZARD 
HITS EASTERN 
FILM EDS 


Film companies are being deluged 
with material from the lesser 
known and unknown writers. Ac- 
cording to the story editor of one 
of the larger companies, the bom- 
bardment of eastern home offices is 
becoming so intense that its a time 
menace, 

While story editors do not believe 
there is the possibility of one good 
story in a couple of hundred sub- 
mitted by the neophytes the urge 
for something different is so keen 











that the judgment of past years, 
when most all unsolicited material 
was returned unopened, is being 


modified. 

sesides which there may be a 
story from a lesser known writer 
among the pile that might amount 
to something, The apparent knowl- 
edge among the embryonic scribes 
that the celluloid makes are be- 
ginning to let down the gates a lit- 
tle is pointed to as one reason for 
the blizzard of manuscripts. 

Recent mass of amateur writing 
for the screen shows that scores of 
people in all walks of life are try- 
ing their hand at it, apparently 
with a view to retrieving reduced 
business earnings, salary cuts, etc. 
A prominent attorney, continuing 
his practice, is among the army of 
story peddlers. This counselor’s 
theme is on prohibition and its 
evils and has been read in at least 
one office. 

Tightening in the magazine and 
book publishing fields is also be- 
lieved automatically turning many 
writers toward the screen with 
fond and wild hopes. 





$31,000 SETTLEMENT 


Fox Has Only Used Violet Heming 
9 of 40 Weeks 





Hollywood, March 28. 

Yox is settling its contract with 
Violet Heming on a basis of $1,000 
a week, Agreement with the studio 
was for 40 weeks of which 31 still 
remain. Reason for the settlement 
is that the studio has no picture in 
sight for the legit actress. 

Miss Heming has worked 
weeks for Fox and was loaned to 
Warner Brothers for another five 
weeks, at $2,000 weekly, for the last 
George Arliss picture, ‘Man Who 
Played God.’ 

Settlement is being arranged by 
Leo Morrison who instigated 
the original contract Miss 
Heming and Fox. 


four 


also 


between 





Fairbanks, Jr., Scripting 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., has beer 
assigned to work on the adaptatior 
‘Revolt,’ his next Warners, 
along with Erwin Gelsey and Niven 
Bush, Jr., who are preparing the 


of at 


story 


Fairbanks will start acting in the 





\’ ire late next 


moncn, 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Having recently agreed to curtail 
the distribution of extra jobs to 
relatives, studios have now agreed 
to further help the mob workers 
by limiting the engagement of the 
atmospheric players to one set in 
each picture. This is intended to 
shorten the engagements of the in- 
dividuals, but will give jobs to a 
greater number, 

Each lot seemed to have its fa- 
vored groups who would work re- 
peatedly at those ctudios, due to 
friendship with lesser executives. 
Often these same people would 
work in several different sets in a 
picture, as it was easier for the as- 
sistant directors and casters to tell 
them at the close of a day to come 
back for more work than go 
through the routine of engaging a 
new mob through Central Casting 
bureau. 

Fund Aid Solicited 

Extending this system of relief 
work, the studios are also depend- 
ing on the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund workers to enhance the serv- 
ices of Central Casting by supply- 
ing names of needy persons. 

Example of conditions was the 
clocking recently at one studio of 
telephone calls coming for such 
work. It had been nosed about that 
this particular lot would use 50 
extras the following day. Average 
of 400 calls hourly came in for four 
hours. 

In line with this tremendous rush 
for work whenever it becomes 
known that extras are needed, the 
studios have banned their press 
agents from making copy out of 
engaging extras. Favorite stories 
among the p.a’s, and, always ac- 
ceptable to the local papers who 
like to play up the boom feature, 
have been exaggerated blurbs that 
the studio would use hundreds of 
extras on a certain day. 

Story of this kind sent out re- 
cently by one of the major studio 
press departments played up that 
10,000 extras would be used over a 
certain period. In reality only 1,000 
or so were used but this didn’t halt 
the daily rush to the studio gates, 


Alice White and U 


Alice White and Junior Laemmle 
talked it over during the latter's 
stay here, with Universal inter- 
ested in the former screen girl. 

Miss White returns to the coast 
May 15 after finishing some Loew 
and RKO picture house dates, 
Loew's has five more weeks, but 
at cut salaries, with RKO dickering, 
which might extend her stay until 
mid-May. 
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Inexperienced Indies Rely on Actors 


For Anything from Dialog to Props 


Hollywood, March 28 
the 
first 


A good actor, to some of 
indie 


fling at picture making, is one who 


producers having their 


can write dialog, direct. a tough 
scene, ad lib for missing sequences 
and isn’t unwilling to help move 
props. Acting ability isn’t of much 
importance. 

Word of mouth ballyhoo about 
what a cinch the indie has is bring- 
ing newcomers into the field. They 
admit they don’t know much about 
producing but figure if they get 
everybody and everything on the 
set, matters will work out of them- 
selves. 

Filming started, and also the 
overhead, they become panicky and 
ery for help and advice. Even the 
electricians are asked for hints on 
picture making. Result is there are 
sometimes as many as 10 directors 
trying to manage the company 
while the perspiring producer hangs 
on the ropes. 

Actor Almighty 

When things blow up, producer 
turns to the actor first, knowing he 
has had past experience. Actor is 
usually obliging, even thrilled when 
he has that long desired chance to 
direct a scene. Several actors have 
kicked to their agenis, but those 
previously experienced in working 
with indies are not surprised at 
anything when taking an indie job 
and assume the new routine casii- 
ally. 

Actors are also called on to help 
in other ways. They lend type- 
writers, cars and occasionally ward- 
robe. Anything to help the poor 
indie who gets plenty of sympathy 
when he loses his front. 

It’s a mystery how some of the 
producers ever get the negative into 
the can. If not fer the help of 
players or t-chr.‘cal men the equip- 
ment would gather cobwebs before 
anything is placed on film. 


OPPOSITION LOOMS IN 
HOUSE ON TICKET TAX 


An amendment to the proposed 
tax resolution pending in Congress 
whereby all admissions from 25c up 
would be taxed 10% will be intro- 
duced into the House shortly by 
Congressman Wm. P. Connery of 
Massachusetts. The new proposal 
is that admissions for all forms of 
the spoken drama be exempt from 
further tax. 

Due to the fight in the House 
over the sales tax, the admissions 
tax has not yet reached the floor. 
When this happens, however, Rep. 
Connery, who at one time was an 
actor, will introduce the new 
amendment. It is generally’ be- 
lieved a compromise will be reached 
so that some of the higher price 
tickets will be taxed, in addition to 
those now affected. 

Congressman Emanuel Celler of 
New York has been active in work- 
ing for the legit in its attempt to 
forestall any further admissions 
levy. 

Figures on the government's rev- 
enue accruing from its present tax 
reveal that in 1929 $4,882,000 was 
taken in, but in 1931 only $2,110,000 
was paid in, with the revenue 
sources including cabarets and 
other amusement divisions. 

That Congress today (Tuesday) 
will pass up the proposed amend- 
ment to the admission seat tax 
was the belief of film lobbyists who 
have been giving this matter their 
attention for the past two months. 

Hiouse sentiment is believed by 
the solons to be opposed at this 
time to levying heavily the 
nation’s entertainment. 





against 


No Picture Gahagan 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Unable to secure story material 
for Helen Gahagan, Radio is trying 
to settle its picture 
with the legit actress. 
Academy will 


one contract 
arbitrate the case. 


LAMBS’ BARBECUE 
Hollywood, March 28. 

Leo Carrillo staged a barbecue at 
his ranch yesterday (Sunday for 70 
members of the Club 
@re out here. 

Willie Collier, Sr., 
master. 


Lambs who 


acted as toast- 


7 





Wurtzel’s Future 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Local belief continues that Sol 
Wurtzel will leave Fox at the 
expiration of his contract in 
May and move over to Metro 
in an unknown capacity. 

Wurtzel is reported already 
approaching talent and direc- 
tors, mostly for future en- 
gagements, without any studio 
being disclosed. 


Heirs Pay $146,000 for 
$218,000 Saenger Stock 


28 











New Orleans, March 

Auction of the $218,000 worth of 
stock of Julian Saenger, inc., left 
by the late magnate, brought $146,- 


000. Purchaser was a representa- 
tive of the heirs. 

After expenses of settling the 
estate have been deducted, it ap- 
pears that Saenger’s adopted son 
will get about $40,000 and the 


brother, A. D. Saenger, of Los An- 
geles, about $80,000. 





NAME POW-WOWS 


Mickey McGuire to Mickey Rooney 
—Wells and Stevens Also 





Hollywood, March 28. 

Court order having banned the 
use of the name Mickey McGuire, 
Universal went into a huddle with 
its publicity department and out of 
some 150 submitted suggestions se- 
lected the name of Mickey Rooney 
for the youngster. The same sym- 
posium changed Onslow Stevenson 
into Ford Stevens, and the nomen- 
clature experts are now digging out 
a new handle for Jacqueline Wells. 

Miss Wells and Stevens are the 
recent recruits from the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse. 

Jeanne Wollin, New York ama- 
teur actress, who goes into Colum- 
bia’s ‘Faith’ on loan from U. A., as 
her first, has been rechristened 
Jean Sorel. 

Second re-dubbing. She was born 
Jeanne Wollinsky. 


‘Cavalcade’ Trek 


Los Angeles, March 28. 

rank Borzage, director, and 
Sonya Levien and Sam N. Behrman, 
writers, head for New York tomor- 
row (29). They will sail on the 
Aquitania April 6 for London, in 
company with Noel Coward. Will 
witness performances of ‘Cavalcade’ 
and return on the same steamer. 

Mrs. Borzage, who has been in 
Shanghai, will join her husband in 
London and return to America with 
him, taking Coward’s place in the 
foursome. 

The trio will write and direct the 
film production for Fox. 








SCHORR STAYS ON 


Hollywood, Mareh 28. 
It's four more months for Wil- 
liam Schorr, legit director, at Par- 


amount. 
ing on 


Schorr is currently work- 
‘The Ten Commandments.’ 

Par picked up Schorr’s option 
after three months of his original 
term expired. 


SIDNEY HOWARD WEST 


Sidney Howard, under contract to 
write for Sam Goldwyn, left Sunday 
(27) for the start on 
‘Brothers Karamazov,’ to star Ron- 
ald Colman. 

Production 
May 15. 

LICHTMAN DUE BACK 

Following conferences on 
the Coast, Al Lichtman returns to 
United Artists’ home office the end 
of this week. On the way he stops 


Coast to 


, 


scheduled to start 





sales 


| 
| 
| 


off at San Francisco. 
Regional sales meets will prob- | 
jably be held in May. 
| ——____—_— 
7,500-Mile Regards 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Although 7,500 miles apart, Mary 
Pickford and Douglas’ Fairbanks 
have been sending each other daily 
Wireless messages. 
Miss Pickford is in New York ane 
j} her husband in Papeete, Tahiti, in 
the South Seas, filming a picture. 








a 
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ANN SEYMOUR 
Headlining this week (March 26) 
Loew's State, New York 

with Harry Seymour 
Craven and Lou Codey 
at the Pianos 


Fran 





Promoters Can’t Get 
Clearance for Scow 


With 50 Rover Boys 


Los Angeles, March 28. 

After selling 50 passengers the 
idea of taking a six-month trip to 
the South Seas at $750 a head, and 
a division of the profits to be ac- 
crued from a picture taken on the 
voyage, a group of promoters who 
thought of the idea are trying to 
think up another scheme to get out 
of their difficulties. 

Present tough spot is the fact 
that they can’t get clearance papers 
for the four-masted schooner which 
was bought for the purpose, as port 
officials figure the vessel unsafe. 
Clearance papers will be forthcom- 
ing, promoters have been told, if 
they can make the boat seaworthy 
and fit up a flock of life boats, 

Can’t Spend 

As such improvements and ad- 
ditions cost jack, the smart money 
boys feel they’re stuck. There’d be 
no takers if the passage price were 
hoisted to take care of the demand- 
ed expenditures. 

This is but one of the many simi- 
lar trips in process of forming by 
promoters who are trying to cash 
in on anticipated fortunes to be 
made from films of far away places. 

Hollywood, however, isn’t dis- 
turbed over competition in the the- 
atre market from any film that 
might eventuate from such an ex- 
cursion. Colony’s storage ware- 
houses are already bulging with 
film taken by amateurs in,the South 
Seas, Timbuctoo, Cambodia and 
other steamer jumps. 


PUBLIX RENEWS TRY 
FOR STAGE REVIEWS 


Publix has renewed its efforts to 
have the New York dailies’ film 
critics review its stage shows at 
the Paramount. Attempt was re- 
newed with installation of the first 
tab review at the 43d Street spot, 
‘Three’s a Crowd,’ and is carrying 
over this week with the Jessel 
show. 

Cireuit’s contention is that if a 
strong stage show and a weak film 
is present, and the newspapers pan 
the film without detailing the stage 
end, it’s not an even break for the 
theatre from the press. 

On ‘Three’s a Crowd,’ Publix 
managed to induce one daily dra- 
matie critic to review the troupe. 
This was Burns Mantle, of the 
‘News,’ but his review appeared 
Friday (25), one day after the show 
had closed, 

The film critics claim they’re sup- 











posed to review pictures only. Dra- 
matic critics, on the other hand, 
figure the stage shows in picture 


houses are not in the legit field and 
therefore outside their province. 





Broones Joins 


| 

| Los Angeles, March 28. 
Coast agency being formed by 
Gardner, former Fox casting 
| director, and Frank Vincent, former 
j; western division manager for RKO, 
| being augmented by Martin Broones, 
j former head of Metro music depart- 
ment, 

Gardner will handle picture end, 
Vincent for personal appearances 
and vaudeville, and Broones for 
legit and bands, Also will attempt 
'coust legit production, 


Replace Cancelled Feature with Same 
Distrib’s Shorts Is Anti-Double Plan 








Artful Dodger 


—_——_—— 


A producer-distributor ex- 
ecutive frequently traveling 
between both coasts, likes to 
slip out of New York on the 
westward trips unannounced. 

When asked why on his last 
take off, he explained: ‘To 
avoid touches.’ 


Par Release Probable for 
Levee’s Own Product 











March 28. 

After evasions Paramount form- 
ally announced that M. C,. Levee 
will resign April 1. 

Sam Jaffe, production manager, 
will take on Levee’s former duties 
as executive manager, 

Levee was not at the studio this 
week end, taking a rest on the 
desert. He has been mentioned as 
a probability for independent pro- 
duction and likely will make some 
pictures on the outside for Para- 
mount release, 


Hollywood, 





OF ALL PLACES? 


Evelyn Brent Car Grabbed in 
Front of Brown Derby 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Harry Edwards had one of those 
embarrassing moments when he 
walked out of the Brown Derby 
just as a deputy marshal was in- 
serting a dolly under’ Evelyn 
Brent’s (Mrs. Edward’s) cabriolet 
preparatory to hauling it off back- 
wards. 

Edwards hastily produced the 
keys to permit the car’s removal 
in a dignified manner. Later that 
day he settled the $486 grocery bill 
on which the attachment was issued 
and got the car back. 





Columnists’ Coast Cadgers 
Not Admitting Identity 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Finger has pointed at various 
Hollywood people as New York col- 
umnists’ ‘leg men,’ but Rex Ballen- 
tine, to fame unknown, came out 
and said he was working for Walter 
Winchell. Winchell, however, de- 
nies Ballentine is collecting gossip 
for him in the film city. 

For obvious reasons the column- 
ists and their Coast henchmen would 
prefer that the latter remain un- 
known, 

Hollywood is still in the dark re- 
garding who wires, phones and 
mails the tattlers their chatter on 
film people. But that doesn’t stop 
Hollywood from talking, though, so 
whoever the sleuths are there are 
plenty of spots where they can pick 
up an earful. 





Hays Board Changes 


Changes in the Board of Directors 
of the Hays Organization are being 
made as the result of executive 
withdrawals from member com- 
panies or a shifting in executive re- 
sponsibilities. 

Despite the numerous additions to 
the Paramount-Publix directorate, 
Adolph Zukor continues as that or- 
‘ganization’s Haysian contact. Fox, 
which has been represented by E. R. 
Tinker, at the next meeting is ex- 
pected to have S. R. Kent on hand. 

Columbia's status is uncertain. 
Whether Walter Wanger or Jack 
Cohen will succeed Joe Brandt as 
the Hays man has not been decided. 





Henri Bernstein, French play- 
wright, has sold his play ‘The Claw’ 
to Metro. Show was produced on 
Broadway in 1921 wigh Lionel Barry- 
more and Irene Fenwick as leads. 
| Barrymore will prubably react his 
role in the talker. 

Edmond Pauker handled the 
| deal. 





play 





ANDERSON’S COL. SCRIPT 


Maxwell Anderson closed Thurs- 


|day (24) with Columbia to adapt 
and dialog that company’s story 


written around the title ‘Washing- 
ton Merry Go-Round,’ 
Legit playwright had just finished 





j United Artists. 





Scheme to end double featuring by 
extensive use of shorts is again up 
and being pushed, In what ig 
planned as a national movement, ex. 


hibitors and distributors in all 
parts of the country will get toe. 
gether. 


Plan is for the exhibs in a single 
city, including indies and circuits, to 
first agree that they will not dual 
film. This round robin will then he 
submitted to the distributors with 
the request that they cancel second 
feature pictures booked in 2)}) 
doubling houses in that territory. 

Distributors have so far expressed 
willingness to comply when such je. 
quests are 100% and providing that 
the exhibitors accept in place of tha 
cancelled features a compensating 
amount of short subjects from the 
same company. 

Idea is reported as having started 
in Milwaukee. At first loca] 
tributor representatives there ree 
fused to consider ’**= boxoffice round 
robin. They took the stand that 
there was no occasion for them to 
hold the bag for a folly created by 
the exhibitor. 

But when wind of the proposition 
of shorts for the second feature got 
back to New York, the matter was 
seized upon as the most plausible 
way out yet presented. Milwaukee 
exchanges were then directed to 
make the deal on the basis of shorig 
for features in the new booking ar. 
rangement, 

Word is being sent to cities 
throughout the country to give this 
formula national impetus. 


dis- 





Hollywood Problem 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Bert Kalmar, the half of Kalmar 
and Ruby, which doesn’t think it is 
a baseball player, lenés accurate ine 
sight into the perplexities of Hollye 
wood social procedure with the fole 
lowing rhymed invitation to a typi- 
cal west coast grub orgy: 

Last Call to Dinner 

You entertained us and we feel 
We must return the goddam meal; 
The silly social rules are such 
That if we don’t we'll be in dutch. 


We've made three tries, no 
no less, 

And this will tell with what success, 

We picked the 19th day ef Marchs 

Yeu should have seen those eyes 
brows arch! 

‘Why! No! Because we'll be away; 

That's Caliente’s Darby Day!’ 


more, 


We hid our gritted teeth and then 

We said, ‘Okay, we'll try again; 

Then come the 22d, please.’ 

But everybody nollored ‘Jeez, 

You'll get nobody on that night: 

Why! That’s the Hamas-Ramagé 
fight!’ 


We both felt gloomy, but not licked. 
So March the 26th we picked. 


They laughed and said, ‘Boy! nota 
chance! 

We wouldn't miss the Mayfair 
dance.’ 


And now we picked the date below 
For those who feel ‘hey’d like to go. 
We're making it a beefstreak grub; 
The address is the Rancho Club. 


To find it isn’t very hard— 

It’s on the Pico Boulevara. 

So won’t you come? Our nerves are 
frayed— 

That goddam meal must be repaid! 





These dates are made by fools like 


we, 
But only God can make a tree. 
Reply at once (if we survive) 
To 511 Alta Drive. 
Bert and Jessie Kalimar. 


MOREHOUSE’S LEAVE 


Ward Morehouse has arranged for 
an extra five weeks’ layoff from his 
column writing for the N. Y. Sun to 
return to Hollywood for Warners. 
He will be on a special assignment 
while WB shoots his ‘New 
York Town.’ 

Leah Salisbury negotiated for the 
columnist. 


‘PETE’ LEAVES ROACH 


Culver City, March 28 





story, 


Harry Lucenay and his ecircle- 
eyed dog, Pete, are leaving Hal 
Roach after having been under 
contract for five years, Financial 
disagreement caused the sepaliu- 


tion. 





FOX’S GAYNOR BUY 


Hollywood, Mareh 28. 
3eth Brown's latest novel, ‘Litt!6 
Girl Blue,’ has been purchased by 


doing the same thing on ‘Rain’ for | Fox for Janet Gaynor before publi- 
} cation. 
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INDIES’ POOL FOR CIRCUIT 
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Slightly Revised Radio Executive 
Lineup Has Brown on Finance and 
Franklin as Gen] Mgr —Economies 


RKO-Radio’s board of directors 


will be submitted a slightly changed 
lineup to ratify at its next meeting 
which is expected to take place this 
week. 

The more important changes de- 
fine that Hiram S. Brown, president, 
is to principally devote himself to 
concerned with the chair- 
manship of the finance committee, 
the elevation of Harold B. Franklin 
to the general managership and a 
vice-presidency of the comrany, and 
the appointment of B. B. Kahane as 
an executive vice-president of RKO- 
Radio with his activity confined to 
the filr: end. In the latter case it 
means that Kahane is no longer 
general law counsel for the organi- 
zation. He will be succeeded in this 
post by William Mallard who has 
been in the legal department. 
Kahane leaves for the coast today 
(29) on studio matters ‘nd will be 
gone around three weeks. 

As far as known no other changes 
are contemplated with the exception 
of the music and radio departments 
which are being dropped and cites 
that Milton Schwartzwald is out. 
In the case of Franklin his title 
and widened activity is still without 
benefit of contract at his trial pe- 
riod has not yet expired. But it is 
anticipated that the matter will be 


duties 


settled amicably. 
Joseph E. Plunkett is HMsted as 
remaining the company’s general 


theatre manager; Martin Beck con- 
tinues his supervision of vaudeville 
bookings, minus title; George God- 
frey will act as head booker, and 
Charlie Freeman, who currently 
carries the title of general book- 
ing manager for RKO, may be 
transferred to an as yet unnamed 
post. 
Strength and Economy 


The rearrangements’ scheduled 
are in line with a general effort 
by the organization to attain full 
personnel strength and to effect 
economies. The RKO-Radio board 
of directors is now down to 19 from 
23, with neither Franklin nor Beck 
included thereon as currently list- 
ed. It is claimed that the weekly 
overhead of the company is now 
$1,050,000 from $1,480,000 at the 
time R.C.A. took the company over 
from the former Keith-Albee in- 
terests. At that time the firm had 
140 theatres, since which 41 have 
been added. 

Abandonment of the radio and 
music departments April 15 is 
further marked by the final drop- 
ping of RKO’s 24 college girl crit- 
ics who have been traveling around 
and writing weekly reports into the 
home office on the quality of RKO 
shows. Dropping of these three de- 
partments, it is maintained, will 
show a yearly saving of $300,000 on 
& weekly basis of radio, $3,600; 
music, $1,500; critics, $1,200. 

On the advertising end the aim is 
to cut the appropriation in half, the 
company having been’ spendirg 
arounc $5,000,000 annually to ex- 
ploit its pictures and vaudeville. 
Publicity department changes last 
week saw the departure of Hy 
Daab, head of the film end, and E. 
M. Orowitz, who had charge of the 
vaudeville exploitation. Both men 
were in the New York office. They 
were respectively replaced by S. 

(Continued on page 29) 


Franklin Rejects Offer 
From Skouras on F-WC 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
Before leaving for the east last 
week, Harold Franklin, now with 
RKO-Radio, turned down a propo- 
Sition from the Skouras brothers. 
Proposal to Franklin is under- 
Stood to have been a deal on opera- 
tion of the Fox-West Coast chain. 
Franklin was formerly president 
— operator of this circuit for 
OX, 














Less Research 


ERPI executives are inform- 
ing the picture makers that 
unless some means is devised 
by which the electric firm can 


make more money from the 
film business, it will have to 
shut off the major share of 
its experimental and research 


work to improve sound. 

Just what ERFI expects the 
industry to do about it is ad- 
mittingly confusing io film 


executives. 


ARMY MOVE T0 
HELP FILM 
THEATRES 











eliminate compe- 
tition for regular picture houses, 
the War Department at Washing- 
ton has or is about to put into ef- 
fect new orders affecting all Army 
post theatres. 

Army post 
equipped, usually 
enlisted men and 
in the form of scrip books. 
cent months civilians living near 
Army posts have passed up the 
regular downtown and neighbor- 
hood houses in favor of the mili- 
tary theatre, buying the scrip 
books at the same price paid by 
the Army men. 

New Army regulations provide 
that non-military patrons must pay 
cash and a sum not less than the 
lowest amount charged by the 
neighborhood theatres of whatever 
city the post happens to be in or 
near. 


NOTHING DEFINITE ON 
ACTION BY SHEEHAN 


While there apparently has been 
no formal negotiations thus far, it 
is believed that Fox and W. R. 
Sheehan will come together on the 
matter of a financial settlement of 
Sheehan's $6,000 (pre cut) weekly 
contract as Fox studio chief. Shee- 
han is reported to be in New York 
but is still in hiding. 

Fox executives are said to be 
willing to settle with Sheehan or 
offer an alternative proposition 
whereby he remains with Fox but 
at a much reduced salary. 

Monday afternoon the office of 
Nathan Burkan, Sheehan's eastern 
attorney, denied knowledge of an 
intention to file any action in be- 
half of Sheehan against the Fox 
organization. Burkan has been out 
of town. 

Fox men declare that the organ- 
ization is living up to its contract 
with Sheehan, that technically he 
retains all titular rights specified, 
including the vice-presidency, studio 
general managership and chairman 
of the studio operating board cre- 
ated by E. R. Tinker, president. 

Sheehan's absence from duty dur- 
ing the past three months, Fox ex- 
ecutives reiterate, was made at his 
own request. 


In an effort to 


theatres, sound 
sell admission to 

officers for 20c 
In re- 











Steno Gives Up 
Los Angeles, March 28. 
Marguerite Roberts, a secretary at 
the Fox studios, finling it hard to 
catch up on last year’s bills with 
this year’s salary has turned the 


problem over to a_ benkruptcy 
referee. 
Liabilities are only $547, mostly 


stockings, clothing and 
Christmas gifts. Assets are $210, of 
which $10 is cash, $65 in equity in 
a Ford and the rest exempt. 


for shoes, 
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crPOrT Bl fl PLAN WHT ‘Metro Seeks $5,000,000 Slash: 
Cuts Impending for Coast: 
Would Slice $100,000 Per Film 


BE AIRED THIS WK. 


Mid-West Idea Is Corp. | 
Stock Issue, Own Manage- | 
ment and Pro Rata Shar- 
ing by Joining Exhibs— 
Not Affiliating with Nat’l 
Bodies—Claim Prominent 
Figure to Head—Meeting 
April 1 in Chicago 


1,100 THEATRES 


At a meeting scheduled for this 
Friday (1) in Chicago, formation of 
an independent theatre chain, kept 
undercover for three months, will 
be aired. 

A management corporation, 
whereby independent exhibitors are 
to pool their properties in exchange 
for stock and jobs, is the nucleus 
of the idea according to attendees 
at some of the group sessions which 
have been held. 

It is claimed 1,100 indie houses 
are inclined toward the pool. The 
naming of a nationally known fig- 
ure, who will act as organization 
head will take place when the cor- 
poration is assured of 2,000 theatre 
stockholders. 

The pool, so far, has been con- 
fined to the middle west with Aaron 
Saperstein, Chicago indie leader, 
said to be one of the motivating 
factors. Corporation has supposed- 
ly taken into consideration all Fed- 
eral laws and has been assured 
that its policy will not be construed 
as an effort to sew up trade. 


No Nat’l. Affiliation 

As a combination the corporation 
will not be a member of either of the 
national exhibitor organizations 
and, through its dictator, also called 
arbiter, will act directly with pro- 
ducers and distributors on matters 
concerned with its theatres. 

Houses taken into the corpora- 
tion will be appraised by a special 
committee. The amount of stock 
issued will depend upon this ap- 
praisal so that independents who 
join will relatively participate in the 
corporation’s earnings. 

On the basis of any revaluation 
of theatres, the corporation plans to 
seek a revaluation of pictures booked 
in future. It will put the matter 
flatly up to the distributors, cir- 
cumventing the resolution process 
heretofore exclusively used by in- 
die exhibitor organizations. The 
exhibitors in the pool will not lose 
their identity since they will be 
retained as managers of their own 
houses. 

This proposal by the mid-west- 
ern indies is conceded by high pro- 
ducer spokesmen to be timely. In- 
stead of frowring upon the pro- 
ject, these representatives expressed 
the belief that such a corporation 
can prove a remedy for the ilis of 
many individual indies. 


RADIO STUDIO 
HEADS BICKER 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Question of authority has again 
arisen at Radio studios, this time 
between David Selznick and Wat- 
terson Rothacker. Latter was re- 
cently appointed to the lot by east- 
ern heads. 

teport is that Rothacker is claim- 
ing equal, if not superior, authority 
to Selznick with both men giving 
prime orders and the matter not yet 
out in the open. 

Same thing occurred when Selz- 
nick joined this lot, the differences 
then arising between him and 
Charlie Rogers, former head of 
RKO-Pathe. The latter has since 
become an independent producer 
for Paramount. 








Execs’ $6 a Day 


Auditing and bookkeeping 
departments of RKO have ad- 
dressed a letter to executives 


of that company notifying 
them that hereafter no one will 
be permitted to occupy more 
than a train compartment 
while traveling, hotel suites 
are out, and that their daily 
expenditures must be around $6 
a day. 

As far as known it’s the first 
time executives of a major 
company have been limited to 


an expense account. 











U INCLINES TO 
FLAT RENTALS 
FOR 32-33 


Uriversal will be one of the first 
comnanies to take its feature pic- 
tures off the bargain counter which, 


officials in the organization feel, 
was the case during 1931-32 in nu- 
merous deals. Not only is the com- 
pany assuming this attitude toward 
the indies but it is holding up its 
tri-circuit term deal with Para- 
mount, Warners and Skouras de- 
mandiiug better assurances under 


the new arrangement. 

Universal for 1932-33 is inclined 
toward more flat rental and even 
percentage deals. Uites, making 
this point, feel that they have little 
further occasion to gamble except 
in instences where the return can 
be gauged in advance. They feel 
also, in regard to the tri-circuit 
deals, that U should not tie up kes 
szots and locations except where a 
maximum can be guaranteed. 

The Universal sales convention 
will oe held this year in New York 
City during May with exact dates 
not as yet designated. 


All M-G Publicity 
From Coast, Will 
Cut N. Y. End 507 


Hollywood, March 28. 

A plan is being arranged here 
whereby in future all Metro pub- 
licity will be handled from the stu- 
dio by Pete Smith, who resumes 
in full charge of this department. 
Idea differs from the Paramount 
intention whereby that company 
contemplates laying out its theatre 
campaigns as well at the produc- 
tion center. 

The Metro scheme has nothing to 
do with the Loew theatre forces as 


Smith, who is under a two year 
contract, will schedule his herald- 
ing from the film angle only. 


If the new Metro publicity 
materializes it will presumably 
curtail the activity of the Metro 
exploitation force in the east, leav- 
ing the New York end not much 
more to do than pass on the copy 
submitted by the Coast. 

The eastern publicity department 
is reported being reduced 50% and 
the Capitol theatre, New 


course 

















York, ad- | 
| Fox executives, 


Hollywood, March 238. 
One of the vital points reported 
discussed at Metro during the re- 
cent visit of Nick Schenck dealt 
with the studio’s average cost per 
picture. Decision is said to have 
been that Metro must cut its avere- 
age production cost at least $100,- 
0v0 per feature. For Metro's an- 
nual output of 48 talkers this would 
imount o nearly $5,000,000, 
Aside from imperative salary cuts 
reed upon Metro talent where 
possible, and of varying amounts, 
no decided economical cuts have 
been reported at Metro since pic- 
ture house grosses commenced to 
drop. That leaves Metro's picture 
rentals, even with its several money 


pictures of late, as dropping below 


the average production cost. Metro's 
average cost per picture varies in 


estimates from a minimum $450,000 
to $600,000, while average gross 
rentals for Metro pictures are not 
believed to be exceeding $500,000, 
This condition has been discourag- 


ing and the headache, amongst 
Metro executives. 
Staff Slice 
Understanding that in the ene 


forced slicing of production costs, 
executive and business staffs must 
participate. This may tend to dis- 
rupt the good natured all around 
feeling formerly at Metro. Story is 
that the run of the lot has heard of 
the impending slash in salaries. 
Studio staff is reported silently 
but heavily resenting through the 
feared cut in salary, the additional 
$1 dividend paid by Loew's last fall 


for the benefit of Fox bankers, hold- 
ers of Loew stock control. They 
point to that as one reason for the 
impending slash action. 

One account says Louis B, Mayer 
and Irving Thalberg, heads of 
Metro, must take a cut with the 
rest. How much of their generous 
salaries will be allotted to retrenche 
ment isn't reported. In the past 
Mayer and Thalberg, through their 


guarantee and percentage contracts, 
are said to have drawn as high as 
over $1,750,000 in one year. It is re- 
ported that at one time Mayer drew 
as his share for one year $900,000 
and Thalberg $800,000. Belief is 
that their Metro contracts guarantee 
each $500,000 yearly outright as sal- 
ary and a sliding scale on Metro's 


|rentals makes it possible for either 


to go to $1,000,000 any year. J. Rob- 
ert Rubin, secretary of Metro in 
New York, draws $250,000 annually 
as salary. 


It is not said if Schenck insisted 


upon Mayer and Thalberg taking 
personal reductions. Not so long 
(Continued on page 29) 





BANKERS BACKING KENT 
IN CHOICE OF STAFF 


While Foxites, cognizant of the 
agreement between the Fox bankers 
and Kent, claim no name except 
Kent is mentioned, there :s conceded 
the belief that the bankers will supe 
port Kent wholeheartedly in any 
selection he makes on personnel, 

At the same time the Fox direce 
torate confirmed the placement of 
Kent it announced the appointment 
of Leonard Woolams to a vicee 
presidency. Woolams’ capacity, as 
defined in the announcement, will 
mainly be to keep a financial eye 
on Coast properties. 

Agreement between S. R 
and the Chase bank, 
meets 


Kent 
according to 
virtually all 
Unofficially it 


of Kent's demands. 


iis described as containing the most 
liberal conditions and widest power 
extended to Kent by a of the in- 
terests which made offe lowing 
j; his severance from ‘alco ounte 
Publix 
Nothing ne came out or trade 
sSsip alhor a possible move by 
Jesse J... Ta v toward a Fex cone 


vertising will hereafter be handled | 
Ly the Loew theatre men instead | 
of by the film department as for- 
merly. 
ROTHAFEL SOUTH 

S. L. Rothafel left the hospital ir 
New York where he underwent a 
minor operation March 24 and im- 
mediately went south 

He will be gone several week 
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Up and Downstairs Price Return Seen 


As B.&K.-Essaness Chip Balcony Scale 


Chicago, March 28. 

That tradition about cycles is 
proving itself here with the admis- 
sion prices. This is the town which 
started the same-price-upstairs- 
and-down when B. & K. built the 
mammoth seaters some years ago. 
Today, Chicago is leading the re- 
turn back to cheap balcony prices 
Plan is now being tried at a couple 
of the big neighborhood spots, and 
if the notion proves successful all 
loeal baleony locations are apt to 


return to the former show business 
standards of having two separate 
tariffs for up and downstairs. 

B. & K. last week sent the cheap 
admission scheme into the Belmont, 


and Essaness is trying it at the 
Northcenter. These houses for- 
merly had standard rates all over 


but are now 
the shelf for 


the house of 40 cents, 


selling their seats on 

«ov cents, the lowest scale these 
houses have ever charged for 
adults. 


Satisfactory Results 

Idea, which has only just started, 
seems to be working out well at 
the boxoffice and it’s reported that 
within the next few weeks B. & K. 
will shift several of its ace nabes 
into dual admission. This would 
take in such spots as the Granada, 
Marbro, Tower, Southtown, Mary- 
land and Gateway. While the de- 
luxers and loop spots have not 
been mentioned for the upstairs 
reduction, it is considered that any 
further attendance drop will send 
these houses back to the old style 
up and downstairs prices, too. 

Chicago has been busy fighting 
the epidemic of admission cutting, 
several meetings having been held 
on the problem. But in these meet- 
ings the only question of price 
slashing concerned those houses 
which regularly ran below 25c. 
Slashés above that figure hadn't 
been breached, but now that B. & 
kx. and Essaness have nipped the 
rates there will probably be some 
further meetings among the indies. 
Subsequent run houses in the Bel- 
mont and Essaness zones have been 
howling at the exchange offices, 
but while the slashed balcony-price 
angle is bringing in the shekels 
there’s not a chance that either 
B. & K. or Essaness will return to 
former figures. 


PAR STUDIO SLICE 
AIMS AT $100,000 


Hollywood, March 28. 

All stenographers and_= secre- 
taries at Paramount will receive 
wage cuts effective in two weeks 
amounting to 30%. Secretaries said 
to average $45 weekly with cut 
meaning they will get $30. Less 
than 150 girls are involved. At the 
same time individual cuts of about 
10% where overpayment is claimed 
by studio will be made in other 
departments. An economy of $100,- 
000 or more annually is anticipated. 

Reported that some executives 
will make up the difference to their 
secretaries out of their own pockets. 


F-M’s 207, Cut 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
Fanchon-Marco Saturday (26) 
ordered a 20% cut for all salaried 
employees over $25. 
teported that firm will also ask 
contracted performers to take cuts 
shortly. 


Roading South Sea Film; 
WB $140,000 Bid Refused 


Hollywood, March 28. 

‘Man's Paradise,’ South Sea fea- 
ture made in Bali by Harriet Hunt- 
ington, niece of the late western 
railroad magnate, will be road- 
showed with an atmospheric pro- 
logue. 

Last week 
turned down 
from Warner 














Miss 
an offer 
Bros. 


Huntington 
of $140,000 
for the picture. 


Wanger Eastbound 
Hollywood, March 28. 
Harry Cohn and Walter Wanger 


are not only still in business but 
continue with the same company. 
Wanger has been out here some 


time on production matters but is 
due to leave the end of this week 
for New York. He will resume the 
eastern phase of his duties for Co- 
lumbia. 





‘Scarface’ Will Show in 





New Orleans March 31 | 


Dates in censorship states | 
are being arranged for ‘Scarface,’ 
. ' 

pending disposition of the picture | 


in New York, Pennsylvania and 
other censor governed states. 
Through a deal with Loew’s, the | 
State, New Orleans, gets the world | 


premiere of the Howard Hughes’ | 
gangster item Thursday (31). | 
Charles Wagner, from the United 


Artists home office, is in New Or- 
leans on a special campaign. 
Second date set is with RKO, 


which gives the picture a test book- 
ing at the Majestic, Tulsa, Okla., 
April 2. 


Picture is slated for its New York 
run at the Rialto following ‘One 





Hour With You’ (Par) current. 


U’s $100,000 Play Buy, | 
Takes Beahan-Werner; 
Young Laemmle West 


Carl Laemmle, Jr., finally shoved 


off for the Coast Thursday (24) 
after closing for ‘Counsellor-at- 
Law,’ the Elmer Rice play. The 


author-producer will adapt for Uni- 
versal when it is ready to go into 


work some eight or nine months 
hence, 

Almost $100,000 figured in the 
deal, with Rice also in for a per- 
centage sharing arrangement on 
the net. 

Laemmle also set Charlie Bea- 


han, of the American Play Co., as 
eastern story head for U, taking 
Dave Werner west with him as a 
production exec. 

Young Laemmle was in a minor 
taxicab accident a few days before 
leaving. 





Casey East to Settle 


Scenic Artist Troubles 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Pat Casey will have to go east 
next week. It is principally caused 
thriugh a delay in settling the 
single remaining union matter of 
scenic artists with the studios. 
Casey expects to spend about 10 
days in New York settling the mat- 
ter one way or the other. 





Weissmuller’s Term 


Hollywood, March 28. 

After ditching contracts endors- 
ing various sporting goods, as de- 
manded by Metro, Johnny Weis- 
muller signed a term contract with 
that studio. Following personal ap- 
pearances with ‘Terzan’ he will do 
a sequel film, 





Marian’s Tuff Breaks 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Continued illness of Marian 
Marsh forced her out of a second 
Warner’ assignment and Ann 
Dvorak was assigned to the lead in 
‘Completion.’ 

Previously she lost ‘Street of 
Women’ to Gloria Stuart. 





Buzzell Re-Signs 


Hollywood, March 28. 
First for Eddie Buzzell under a 
new Columbia directing cortract is 
‘Hollywood Columnist,’ satire on pic- 
ture chatterers which Norman 
Krasna is adapting. 





KRALEY-STALLINGS DROP 
Hollywood, March 28. 
Hans Kraley and Lawrence Stal- 
lings have been dropped from the 


Metro writing staff. Stallings re- 
turns to New York to work on a 
play. 

F. Hugh Herbert has been added 


fox originals at this studio. 





Grainger East 
Westwood, March 28. 


James R. Grainger left here 
yesterday (27) for New York. 
He has been working on Fox's 


new prograni. 





Piazza Due at Studio 
Hollywood, March 28. 
Ben Piazza returns to Metro Sat- 
urday (2) after a six months’ talent 








Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week April 1 

Paramount — ‘Shopworn’ 
(Col). 

Roxy—‘Devil’s Lottery’ (Fox). 

Capitol—‘Are You Listenin’ 
(Metro). 

Rivoli—‘One Hour With You’ 
(Par) 2d week. 

Rialto—‘One Hour With Yow’ 


(Par) 2d week. 
Strand—‘Beauty and the 
Boss’ (WB). 
Warner’s—‘Play Girl’ (WB). 
Winter Garden—'The Crowd 


Roars’ (WB) 2d week. 


Week April 8 








Paramount—‘Sensation’ (Par). 
Roxy — ‘Disorderly Conduct’ 
(Fox). 


Rivoli—‘One Hour With You’ 
(Par) 3d week. 

Rialto—‘One Hour With You’ 
(Par) 3d \ eek. 

Strand—‘Tough to Be Fa- 
mous’ (FN). 

Warner’s — ‘Beauty and the 
Boss’ (WB). 

Mayfair—‘Cohens and Kellys 
in Hollywood’ (U). 

$2 Picture 


‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro) 
tor) April 5, Ist week. 





(As- 


Foreign Films 
‘Der Raub de. Mona Lisa’ 


(Tobis) (Europa) (29) (Ger- 
man). 
‘Zappatore’ (Napoli Film) 


(Sam H. Harris) (Italian). 
‘Steurme der Leidenschaft’ 


(Ufa) (German) (Little Car- 
negie) 3d week. 
‘Mein Leopold’ (Capital) 


(German) (Hinderburg). 











RKO’s Operation 
Comm.; Dual Films 


For Levy Houses 


Following a meeting in Chicago 
last week, at which a delegation 
went west to meet H. B. Franklin 
coming east, RKO executives de- 


cided upon a committee which wlil 
listen in on all matters pertaining 
to operation of theatres of that cir- 
cuit,. The committee consists of 
Joseph Plunkett, general theatre 
manager; Harold Franklin, advisor 
to Hiram Brown; Martin Beck, su- 
pervising vaude bookings; Phil 
Reisman, executive v.p. on the film 
end, and Nate Blumberg, next to 
Plunkett on operation. 

An outcome of the mid-west con- 

fab is believed the proposal by RKO 
to line up some of its closed houses, 
form a separate corporation for 
them and place these sites in charge 
of Asher Levy. Levy was formerly 
with the Orpheum Circuit in charge 
of the Orpheum junior string (Finn 
and Heiman houses). 
Plan is understood to establish a 
10 and 15 cent grind policy of double 
features for the following theatres: 
Grand, St. Louis; Orpheum, Kan- 
sas City; Strand, Madison, Wis; 
Seventh St., Minneapolis, and the 
President, St. Paul, Minn. 








Normal for Extras 





Hollywood, March 28. 

Rebound from the spurt week for 
extras had the daily average down 
to 625 last week, about an average 
week as the mob work is running 
this year. 

Thirty-two features were active 
as the week started. Carry-over to 
this week is 26, with 11 possible re- 
cruits. 

Checks were handed 749 extras 
Tuesday, peak day. Mob was 
thoroughly spread around, the larg- 
est single set being Brabin’s bohem- 
ian cafe for ‘After All’ at Metro, 72 
people working there. 

King Vidor called in 101 extras 
for ‘The Bird of Paradise’ at Radio 
last Monday, and used 90 again 
Thursday. Largest sets both days. 

Biggest crowd of the entire week 
was 129 attending a prizefight for 
‘Society Girl’ at Fox Thursday. 





Crawford’s ‘Promiscuous’ 
Culver City, March 28. 

‘Promiscuous’ is intended as Joan 
Crawford's next at Metro. 

Story is an original by Gene and 
Vina Delmar. However, understood 
Grace Perkins has a novel either 
published, or about to be released, 





hunt. 


of the same title in the east. 


i 


Hollywood 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety's” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 


News from the Dailies ir. Los Angeles wili be 


department. 





Paramount Will Only 
Release, Not Make, 
Shorts Next Season 


Paramount will step 
short subject production 
and two reelers, 


out of the 

field, one 
the coming season 
with the possible exception of 
Paramount Pictorials. This is a 
novelty series made by Paramount 
News from matter gathered in the 
course of newsreel activity, it is 
said. Par will thus shift its effort 
principally to the distribution only 
of shorts with outside producers 
supplying. 

Following arrangement with 
Mack Sennett to make one and two 
reelers in Hollywood, Par has 
closed with Grantland Pice for dis- 
tribution of ‘Sportlights,’ and will 
also continue its releasing arrange- 
ment with Max Fleischer’s “‘Tarkar- 
toons’ and ‘Screen Songs (car- 
toons.) Not set whether both these 
series will be continued or only 
one, it is stated. 

Rice’s Van Beuren Suit 

Deal with Rice, arranged through 
Louis Nizer, his attorney, follows 
suit against A. J. Van Beuren for 
recovery of over $23,000 alleged to 
have been improperly paid from the 
‘Sportlights’ Corp. into the Van 
Beuren Corp. Su'‘t also asks that 
Van Beuren be removed as an of- 
ficer of Sportlights Corp., although 
latter is reported holding a small 
financial interest in that producing 
company. 

Trial of the suit has not as yet 
been set. Upon its filing, ‘Sport- 
lights’ terminated its releasing ar- 
rangement with Van Beuren and 
Pathe after an association of over 
six years. 





Warners Keep Promise 
To Aid Dave Selznick 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Mervyn LeRoy will direct one pic- 
ture for Radio on loan from 
Warners. 

Warners promised Dave Selznick 
when he went Radio that one of 
the WB star meggers would be 
loaned to him. 





Rowland Brown—Radio 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Rowland Brown, champ on and off 
director, received a contract sus- 
pension from Universal last week 
and is signing a. writing-directing 
contract at Radio. 

Since directing ‘Quick Millions’ 
for Fox, Brown has torn up con- 
tracts with Fox, Radio, and Uni- 
versal, besides Universal suspension, 
and hasn't directed a picture. 





Salomon’s Big Boost 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Upon instructions from Jack 
Warner in London, Doc Salomon, 
chief of police at the First National 
studios and formerly head of the 
Warner prop department, was or- 
dered to London as studio manager 
of the Warner lot at Peddington. 
Captain Tom Young, Salmon’s 
second in command, steps up to the 
chief's hat at Burbank. 


U’s All-Colored 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Universal has purchased the pic- 
ture rights to ‘Harlem,’ which was 
given production on the New York 
stage. 
Indicates the use of an all-Negro 
cast, following the original. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ernst Lubitsch. 

Dr. Martin Freudenthal 
Ben Piazza. 

Gregory Ratoff. 

Sidney Howard. 








|» A. to N. 


Anna May Wong. 
Ed Perkins. 

Sam Katz. 
Emanuel Cohen, 
Frank Borzage. 
Sonya Levien. 

Sam Behrman, 
James Cagney. 
James R. Grainger. 
Jchn Kammell. 


¥: 





Anna May Wong. 


+ 


found in that customary 





Hollywood Humor 

Home office exec, here for product 
conference, turned white when the 
studio mob framed him by having 
a proof of a faked chatter column 
shown to him in which his name 
was linked up as the boy friend of 
a recently divorced femme player. 

“rle Kenton will direct two for 
Paramount when he has completed 
‘Competition’ at Warners. 

Ewart Adamson is at Radio to 
adapt an Alaskan dog story. Merian 
F, Cooper will supervise. 


No Chevalier for ‘Tonight’ 

Paramount’s proposed French di- 
rect-shot of ‘Love Me Tonight’ l.as 
been called off owing to the unset- 
tled condition of the French mrr- 
ket. Chevalier-MacDonald picture 
will have several French sequences 
and songs, however, similar to ‘Love 
Parade.’ 





Warner will give 
3e Famous’ a $2 
Hollywood April 6. 


‘It’s Tough 
premiere 


to 
at the 


Felix Young’s Original 
Felix Young, new associate pro- 
ducer at Universal,, is writing a 
story as his first assignment. 
William Wellman has been con- 
tracted by Radio to direct starting 
in June. His first will be a Richard 
Dix picture. 


Mending ‘Circumstance’ 
Completed two months ago, ‘Cir- 
cumstance’ is back for Yretakes at 
Fox. Delay was caused by Alexan- 
der Kirkland. needed for the next 
scenes, being busy at Metro. 
Thompson Burtis goes to Colum- 
bia to write a series of air thrillers. 
First is ‘Soldiers of the Storm.’ 
Lambert Hillyer directs. 


‘Night Court’ in for retakes at 
Metro. Police department will get 
an added buildup. 


Not Introduced 


William Conselman and Philip 
Klein are still on Fox’s writer pay- 
roll. Pair were omitted from the 
official list sent out by the studio 
two weeks ago. 

S.-J.s N. Y. Set-Up 

New York office to be opened by 
Selznick & Joyce is purely a de- 
fensive move to keep their clients 
from booking personals’ through 
other agents. It’s a split commis- 
sion proposition with Harry Weber 
handling their people for RKO, Ly- 
ons and Lyons for Loew, Louis 
Schurr for musicals. Eddie Myers 
will handle the indie bookings and 
manage the N. Y. office with his 
brother. Walter Myers commuting 
between coasts as the eastern head. 

Billie Burke Rehearsing 

Billie Burke starts rehearsals 
next week in a new play to be done 
here for Belasco and Curran, FEd- 

(Continued on page 25) 


Sears-Roebuck Stages 
87 Television Shows 
In Its Store Windows 


Chicago, March 28. 
Deal is pending for the presenta- 
tion of television in 87 stores of the 
Sears-Roebuck chain. Initial try- 
out opened today (Mon) at the 
Sears department store here, and if 
the stunt proves a business attrac- 


tion the television apparatus will 
fo on a regular tour. 
On the presentation end is the 


U. S. Sanabria Television Presenta- 
tions. 


Present Sears booking is r a 
full week in Chicago with f&ient 


supplied mainly by Balaban & Katz 
and RKO on a publicity tie-up. 
Equipment is set up in the main 





;}store window. On the top floor of 


jthe building is a theatre holding 
ibout 200 with a program being 


flashed to an enlarged screen. 


2 Leave Col., Chi 


March 28. 
Phil Dunas and Dave Dubin, Co- 
lumbia’s two top men in the Chi- 


Chicaco, 


;}cago Exchange, are out. Dunas 
leaves as district manager and 
| Dubin as branch manager April 2. 
| Pair have left for New York, with 
| Dubin reported slated for VPara- 
;}mount, Dubin was formerly in the 


| Publix 
ment. 


theatre operating depart- 
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~ Recent Worldwide Censor Cuts 


tae caitiadetctin 4 
Hollywood, March 28, 
Following are recent deletions or- 


dered in pictures by various states 


and foreign countries, 
‘Shanghai Express’ 
Cut out second line in ‘I keep a 


boarding house.’ ‘What kind of 
house did you say ?’-—Ohio. 
‘Two Kinds of Women’ 
Cut ‘Clarissa is stiff again.’—Kan. 
Cut ‘Dorothy’s expecting a blessed 
event. ‘That’s not what she called 
it when she told me about it’.—Al- 
berta. 
Eliminate 
muscle dance.-— 
day only). 
Rejected for 
women.—Ontario. 


‘Girls About Town’ 
Rejected as unmoral and unsuit- 
able for public exhibition.—England. 
‘Caught’ 
tejected without right of appeal 
because of gunplay, rustling and 
interference witlL a military officer in 
execution of his duty.—Singapore. 
‘Confessions of a Co-Ed’ 
Extract ‘Ask her if 
friend’.—Australia, 
‘His Woman’ 


Delete scene of woman on balcony 


bare abdomens and 
-Massachusetts (Sun- 


featuring drunken 


she’s got a 


leaning over and shoulder’ strap 
slipping.—Chicago. 

Cut ‘Wait a minute—you dirty—’. 
Manitoba. 

‘My Sin’ 

Heavily protested and board of 
censors has withdrawn it from all 
showings and wishes the Govern- 
ment to burn it and prohibit the 


further introduction of all 
filmed by Paramount 
try.—Panama, 
‘Murder ‘sy the Clock’ 

Rejected because of murder, lust, 
grave desecratio. and the exploita- 
tion of an imbecile.—Singapore. 

Rejected because of its ghastli- 
ness.—F inland. 


‘No One Man’ 
Eliminate ‘and then you can have 


pictures 
into the coun- 


that fine baby of yours’.—Mass. 
(Sundays only). 

Eliminate ‘You never really loved 
him except like this, and this is 
What killed him’.—Maryland and 
New York. 


‘Road to Reno’ 

Rejected.—Australia. 

Rejected because of divorce and 
remarriage theme.—England. 

Eliminate ‘And if mother didn’t 
ome when she did’.—Chicago. 

Cut out ‘My husband had his 
faults, but he didn’t wear a doily’.— 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ 

Cut ‘Look, you have no son, this 

is another man’s’.—Maryland. 
‘24 Hours’ 

Eliminate ‘I'm damaged goods’.— 
Chicago. 

So many scenes cut out by censor 
impossible to release.—Finland. 

‘The Cheat’ 

Cut dialog and screaming 
no—no—’.—Manitoba. 

‘Once a Lady’ 

_Shorten scene of girl drinking sit- 
ting on bed with mother.—New 
Brunswick. 

‘False Madonna’ 


Released under the title ‘The 
False Idol’ as it was felt that the 
word ‘Madonna’ had too much re- 
ligious significance.—England. 

‘Smiling Lieutenant’ 


Cut out song, ‘A Soldier’s Work 
Is Never Done,’ and husband and 
wife walking toward bed.—Japan. 

‘Cock of the Air’ 

Cut ‘Would you like to do what's 
on your mind?’—Mass. and Ohio. 

Cut ‘You live alone?’, ‘Officially’ 
and ‘The can opener, sir’.—New York 
and Ohio, 

Eliminate all views of man 
smacking girl's posterior.—Ontario. 

Eliminate Billi Dove's prominent 
chest.-—-Ohio. 

Reo 4 ‘Sky Devils’ 

Eliminate ‘I'd be afraid to wear 


perfume around a lot of sailors’.— 
New York. 


‘No— 


wa ‘The Deceiver’ 

Eliminate ‘You know what 
can do with that’.—Ontario. 

e ‘The Fighting Marshal’ 
_~ut ‘We'll get ’em from the back’. 
New York, 

: ‘Final Edition’ 
a ‘If this bathing suit shrinks 
tol e ruined,’ cut reply ‘Here's 
\oping’.—Ohio, 
oar ‘Forbidden’ 

Eliminate indecent action of office 
boy's lips.—New York. 

Eliminate pantomime 


°Ys lips saying: ‘Son of 
—Mass. 


you 


of office 
a b—". 





New Show Biz 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
With night 
knee-high and matinees heavy, 


business only 


the Hippodrome, Main street 
vaude house, will switch its 
policy from one show in the 


afternoon and two at night to 
two mat shows and one even- 
ing performance. Admission 
will remain at 10 cents for 
mats and 20 in the evening. 
House will continue to use 
six acts, a feature and shorts 
on a split week policy. Supper 
will be filled in with 
the new arrange- 


show 
shorts under 


ment. 














PRej e600. . 
‘ejected hecause illicit relations 


Jury Ordeal for F-WC 
Personnel, Skourases’ 
Method of Pegging 


March 28. 
Biggest event of the year for Fox- 
West Coast 


Hollywood, 


managers and would-be 


managers have been those on-the- 
carpet sessions which each one has 
undergone with the Skouras broth- 
ers. Sessions have only been pan- 
ning affairs in some instances, but 
in set up and pre-entrance tension 
they were more like a lodge initia- 
tion of a neophyte. 

On entering the room the manager 


or applicant for a managerial job 


found himself faced by 14 or more 
men. This jury was pleasant 
enough in expression, but a jury 


nonetheless. Manager was asked to 
sit down and after a _ dignified 
silence, Bruce Fowler, former per- 
sonnel head, began questioning the 
visitor. Questions go back through 
manager's theatrical history, his 
successes, failures, his showmanship 
ideas, ways he can think of to in- 
crease business, ete. 
Singing Bee 
Fowler only started the question- 


ing, Spyros and Charlie Skouras 
later taking a hand with others 
joining in. A _ steno took notes. 
Some sessions were short, while 
others lasted two hours. ‘Tell us 
about yourself’ was the usual 
starter. with the manager then on 
the spot to give himself an auto- 
biography. 

Most of the managers came 


through okay but a few cracked, de- 
spite the apparent friendliness of 
the jury. It is expected the 
Skourases will go through the same 
ritual all around the circuit. 





are throughout the picture. Mur- 
ders going unpunished.—Ontario. 
‘Platinum Blonde’ 
Eliminate scene of girl being 
massaged and dialog: ‘I’ve got a 
seat, but nowhere to put it’.—Aus- 


tralia. 
‘Three Wise Girls’ 

Eliminate model's chest exposure. 
~-Mass. (Sundays only). 

Cut ‘Virtue triumphs again.’ ‘Yes, 
but no job’; ‘You can’t have both, 
ete.’ and ‘I’ve been waiting for the 
attack’; ‘I never attack on Wednes- 
days’.—Alberta. 

Eliminate scene of man taking 
key out of pocket and unlocking 
door to girl’s apartment.—New York 
and Maryland. 

‘Hellbound’ 

Cut ‘I'm a freelance, there’s more 

money in it’.—Chicago. 
‘Pagan Lady’ 

Cut ‘I'm going to blow while I’ve 

still got will power’.—Australia. 
‘Cheaters At Play’ 

Delete ‘That’s no _ skin off of 

your—’.—New York. 
‘Dance Team’ 

Cut ‘Now no monkey 

just a kiss’—Kansas. 
‘Good Sport’ 


because of 


business, 


Rejected immoral 


story featuring kept women and 
unfaithful husbands.—Ontario, 
Cut ‘No wonder you lost him 


look at this underwear’.—Ohio, 
‘Rainbow Trail’ 


Cut views of nude girl swimmer. 
—Kansas, Ohio, Virginia, Alberta, 
Ontario and Chicago. 


Cut view of ants crawling over 
wounded man’s stomach.—Ontario. 
‘Silent Witness’ 
References to ‘cannodling’ 
—Onhio. 
(Continued on page 31) 


cut. 


a 














»™ 
7 


GEOGRAPHY AND CENSORS 





LITTLE UNANIMIT 
UR QUPLIGAT! 





| 75% of All Cuts Are Local 


with Same Scenes or Dia- 
log Passing Everywhere 
Else—Innocuous Bits 
Clipped, While Rough 
Stuff Often Escapes— 
Vagaries of Moral Preju- 
dice Combine with Pa- 


triotism, Business and Re- | 


ligion as Causes for 


Deletions 


1932‘S BUSY START 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Despite the enforcement of the 
Hays code, the inspection of all 
scripts by the Hays office before 
they go into production, the censor 
officials on each major lot and the 
general knowledge of what is offen- 
sive t. the screen policing bodies, 
during the first 10 weeks of 1932, 
censors throughout the United 
States, Canada and the rest of the 
world made 1,239 cuts of dialog and 
action in 173 pictures, ranging from 
a few words to 700 feet and made 
54 total rejections that affected 50 


pictures. 
What was some censors’ delight 
was others’ poison and 75% of the 


cuts were original and unduplicated 
with the makers. Only one-fourth 
of the cases paralleled similar de- 
letions on the part of other scis- 
sors wielders. In Massachusetts 
strict tab was kept on everything, 
but all of the cuts were effective on 
Sundays on’y 

Sex and criminal tendencies were 
the two most fruitful reasons for 
blacking out on scenes. About 
of the snipping was done for sug- 
gestive reasons, 30% »ecause of law 
breaking and the remainder divided 
between gruesomeness, blasphemy, 
religion and censors finding a more 
subtle meaning in things than the 
makers intended. 


Chamber of Commerce 

Japan still objects to overlong 
osculation, Czecho-Slovakia and 
Java to bank robbing activities, 
England to films showing American 
engine wheels on British trains, and 
everyone to too much realism in 
westerns. 

Singapore, one of the widest open 
towns in the world, is mighty par- 
ticular as to the celluloid morals 
of its heroes and heroines. 

Of the 50 pictures rejected out- 
right, the record is held by Ireland 
and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. The 
former thumbed down 15 of the 
latter’s films. They were ‘Day 
Break,’ ‘Free Soul,’ ‘Laughing Sin- 


5% 


ners,’ ‘Inspiration,’ ‘Dance, Fools, 
Dance,’ ‘Billy the Kid,’ ‘Bachelor 
Father,’ ‘Strangers May Kiss,’ 


‘Easiest Way,’ ‘Wise Child,’ ‘Just a 

Gigolo,’ ‘Never the Twain Shall 

Meet,’ ‘Parlor, Bedroom and Bath,’ 

‘War Nurse’ and ‘Way for a Sailor.’ 
Lese Majeste 

Chicago continued to be death on 
details about gangsterism, all mon- 
archies resented kidding kings, and 
Kansas cut any reference to imbib- 
ing of intoxicating libations. 

Countries with large native popu- 
lations resented any attempt to 
sereen anything that would make 
the white man lose face before the 
other races, 

Finland has a neat little way of 
tactfully rejecting a picture. The 
censors cut so much out of an un- 
wanted film that it is impossible to 
make heads or tails out of the re- 
sult of the butchery. 

Introduction of dialog brought its 
natural problems to the censors, but 


now that the writers are well in 
their stride and have passed the 
novelty stage, they are beginning 


to emulate the blackout and French 
novel writers in double entendre, 
according to the way the censors 
are hopping on to the risque mean- 


ings 








Film Stocks See New Lows, but 
End Day Even, Save Leew, at 27; 
Bears Nervous Over April 1 Rule 
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Daab-Orowitz Leave 
RKO-Radio, Replaced 
By McCormick-Turrer 


Reorganization of the RKO- 
Radio exploitation departments 
under the new publicity head, Bob 


Sisk, resulted in the departure Sat- 
urday (26), of Hy Daab and E. M. 
Orowitz. Terry Turner, formerly 
the Loew circuit’s publicity head, 
succeeds Orowitz at RKO (vaude- 
ville}, and S. Barrett McCormick, 
coming from the advertising agency 
business, replaces Daab as ex- 
ploiter of Radio Pictures. 30th 
come directly under Sisk’s super- 
vision. 
Another 
bureau 


the RKO 
Washburn, 
veteran legit and vaude advance 
man, who will specialize on the 
Palace, New York. Engagement of 
Washburn followed one of the 
quickest ins and out on _ record. 
Dick Maney, legit p.a., took the 
Palace job on a part time basis 
during last week but withdrew after 
putting in about two hours’ work. 

Daab’s work in behalf of Radio's 
talkers was generally recognized in 
the trade as having gingered up 
the sales end of that company and 
as also having influenced other 
companies to a similar style. It 
was recognized a herculean task 
against poor film product. 

Orowitz had been thoroughly re- 
organizing RKO’s old _ fashioned 
vaudeville system of publicity for 
two years. For his efforts he was 
rewarded with the chief RKO ex- 
ploitation job when Jack Hess 
transferred to Publix a short time 
ago. Orowitz modernized acts bill- 
ing that had remained unchanged 
for years and under him RKO’s 
vaudeville was regarded by both 
acts and managers as receiving ex- 
ploitation instead of routine pub- 
licity for the first time, 


new face in 


press is Charlie 





Cincinnati, March 28, 

William E. Danziger, advertising 
and publicity director of local RKO 
theatres, has tendered his resigna- 
tion, effective April 4, to accept a 
higher post with another organiza- 
tion in New York. 

Carlos Harrison succeeds 
ziger. 


Less Product Can Boost 
Number of Film Accounts 


teduction in the number of fea- 
tures fiom the eight major pro- 
ducer-distributors may mean great- 
er circulation on sales next season. 
Reasoning is that both chains and 
independents will take the pro- 
grams of companies they have not 
bought from before in order to ob- 
tain enough pictures to go around. 

Last year a couple of the major 
chains, notably Warner Bros. and 
Publix, bought heavily from lists 
never previously taken under heavy 
committments. This coming 
son the product of the producer- 
distributors will get even wider 
representation, it is claimed by film 


Dan- 





sea- 





men. 
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By AL GREASON 
Process of chipping away at the 
stock list continued most of yester- 
day (Mon.), interrupted toward the 


a feeble rally, mostly con- 
few oversold pivotals 


close by 
fined to a 


which were up from 1 to nearly 3. 
Among the amusements there were 
a number of new lows on the move- 
ment notably Loew at 26%, while 
Warners repeated its bottom at 2 
and Fox was marked down a frac- 


tion to 3 flat. 

All these prices were slightly im- 
proved at the and the group 
finished about unchanged, but at 
Saturday’s bottom on the movement, 

Element that is apparently inspir- 
ing the bears to cover short com- 
mitments the same day they are 
taken on, seems to be the approach 
of April 1 when the new stock ex- 
change rule is effective requiring 
brokers’ consent of margin holders 
to lend their long stock. Something 
of the kind probably brought on the 
late upturn yesterday. 

Columbia pictures did not come 
out yesterday. It has just been ad- 
mitted to Big Board trading under 
the symbol ticker ‘CPS.’ 

Chip Prices Away 


Losses among the important 
amusement stocks were merely 
fractional last week, but even frac- 
tions were important in significance, 
representing a near approach to the 
bear market lows. 3ehavior of the 
theatre issues, however, gave this 
much encouragement —they  dis- 
played some support as they ap- 
proached bottoms at which pre- 
viously resistance has developed. 
Specifically Paramount touched 6% 
in heavy dealing Saturday, repre- 
senting a double bottom at the Feb- 
ruary low, and thereafter moved up 
14 a point before the close. 

As much could not be said for 
Loew, which slid off to 27%, a new 
low on the movement and breaking 
through 28 for the first time during 
the retreat from the peak early in 
March. 

Stocks acted better than the 
bonds, with most of the amusement 
loans selling off and an ominous 
break coming into the Paramount 
issues as a climax of two weeks of 
progressive decline. The older Par- 
F.-L. liens lost 7 points to 44, after 
touching a new low on the year at 
42, while the -ar-Publix 51%4’s 
crashed 8 points net to 39, volume 
in the latter case being imposing. 
There was nothng in the news about 
Paramount to explain this reversal 
of form, which apparently was the 
result of an accumulation of ad- 
verse circumstances, the newest be- 
ing the company’s application for 
extension of its stock repurchase 
obligations, although company offi- 
cials put out explanations of this 
move that looked satisfactory on the 
face, explaining that the desire was 
to conserve working capital over 
the dull summer period. 

With the exception of the action 
of Par bonds and Loew stock the 
entertainment section gave a fair 
account of itself, in view of what 
was happening throughout the rest 
of the market, with pivotal stocks 
like General Motors and U. S. Steel 
preferred going into new low ground 
for the whole bear market, Motors 
below 16 and Big Steel around 93; 
the rialroad averages repeating 
former bottoms and the industrials 
within a negligible margin of their 
extreme lows of early February. 

A nervous and disheartening week 
came to a climax on ‘Saturday with 
the prospect of endless delays in 
Congress over the new revenue law 
and a consequent deferment of leg- 
islative action to establish a satis- 
factory balance sheet by the gov- 

(Continued on page 29) 


close 





Coast Clip Co. 
Hollywood, March 28. 
Historical Events l'ilm Co. being 
organized by Spencer Valentine and 
Art Wenzel to put out three-reel 
hark-back stuff along the lines of 


the ‘Can Dempsey Come Back”? 
film. General events as well as 
sports, 


Dempsey film was Wenzel's idea. 
Sol Lesser reported interested in it 





and possibly in the series. 
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Nagel Fazenda, Olsen-Johnson 
Potent B. 0.; Doctor’ $42,000; 
New Films Perk Post-Lent Drop 





ED ~~ 


March 28. 
ride up- 


Chicago, 

All grosses in the loop 
ward currently as the new spring 
season gets under way and the 
houses spread out with  niftier 
product. All run drew new 
flickers and immediately reacted 
with a surge of trade. 

Outstanding theatre, however, is 
the steadily grossing vaude Palace. 
This spot has remained consistently 
the ledger 


spots 


on the happy side of 
these past few months, while the 
ether theatres in the loop have 


elumped sadly. In the past four or 
five weeks, with particular stressing 
on the vaude angle, the Palace has 
ridden high to its best marks. 

Two weeks ago Kate Smith in 
person brought the register a new 
high. And currently Olsen and 
Johnson on stage are likely to top 
that figure. It’s new these days 
when a house delivers new highs 
within two weeks of cach other. 
Unusual strength of this spot makes 
the question of the sister RKO 
house, the State-Lake, a big worry. 

The State-Lake looks like it’s 
through as a straight picture spot, 
being able to climb into decent fig- 
ures only about one week out of 
10. While there seems to be no 
question that the house would do 
better on a return to vaude, the 
officials seem to be fearful that 
such a switch might possibly hurt 
the Palace. While the Palace is 
likely to touch new high currently 
at $33,500, the S ate-Lake is not 
going anywhere with ‘Girl Crazy’ 
in spite of the high hopes the house 
had for this flicker. 

Every B. & K. spot has a newly- 
hatched flicker for its screen. Lead 
of the circuit will again go to the 
acer, Chicago, where Conrad Nagel 
in person is with ‘Alias the Doctor.’ 
At the other deluxer, Oriental, an- 
other screen personal, Louise Fa- 
zenda, in the long list of screen favs 
in the life for this house, the gross 
is aiming for a fair mark, but noth- 
ing out of the ordinary. 

At the run spots the big figure 
will ride into the McVicker’s, where 
Chevalier’s ‘One Hour with You’ 
brings this register to healthy pro- 
portions after wobbling sadly of 
late. Roosevelt is trying an indie, 
‘Golden Captive. Plugging is es- 
tablishing the flicker on the order 
of ‘Ingagi,’ the film ending with 
the finding of a blonde captive liv- 
ing among the aborigines. Claimed 
to be authentic, as were other sen- 
gsational films of this type. ‘Sky 
Devils’ arrived with the rest on 
Saturday (26), taking the United 
Artists. 


Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B.&K.) (4,000; 
60-75-85), ‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN) 
and stage show. Conrad Nagel in 
the life is added. B.&.K. is manag- 
ing to squeeze extra coin on these 
personals, and the end of the in- 
the-flesh parade is not y * in sight. 
Currently house holds to second 
good b.o. session, aiming at fine 
$42,000. Last week ‘Shopworn’ (Col) 
had Barbara Stanwyck and Frank 
Fay on the stage to build the gross 
to excellent $45,900 despite Holy 
Week. 

McVickers (Publix-B.&K.) (3,200; 
$0-75-85), ‘One Hour with You’ 
(Par). Unusual for a Chevalier 
flick to play this house, the French- 
man’s works ordinarily riding at the 
United Artists. Looks for one of 
the best Chevalier takes at indi- 
cated $34,000 from heavy Saturday 
(26) opening. ‘Man Who Played 
God’ (WB) was pulmotored through 
the Lent season to finish at $9,900 
for the final eight days. 

Oriental (Publix-B.&K.) (3,200; 
60-75-85), ‘Broken Wing’ (Par) and 
stage show. Louise Fazenda on 
the stage, and together will manage 
just a fair stay on the redline bor- 
der at $25,000. Evening emptiness 
is still the worry here. Last week 
El Brendel in person and ‘Disor- 
derly Conduct’ (Fox) was unable to 
offset the holy days at $23,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85), 
*Cheaters at Play’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Big noise is the Olsen and ’ohnson 
riot on the platform an’? appears 
on the road to another $33,000. 
House, which has always shown 
consistent trade, the best in the 
town, is now in the midst of one 
of the biggest spurts seen, having 
delivered heavy profits for the past 
five or six weeks. Last week ‘Fire- 
man’ (WB) managed to beat the 
Lent finale, Mitzi Green headlining 
the stage, with a nice $23,800. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B.&K) (1,500; 
60-75-85), ‘Blonde Captive’ (indie). 
Flicker being sold on the ‘Ingagi’ 
order. Started fairly well on Sat- 
urday (26) and looks capable of 
satisfying easily at $20,000. ‘Arsene 
Lupin’ (M-G) finished 22 days in 
the loop; the fina] eight at this 
@pot being meaningless $8,100. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85), “Girl Crazy’ (Radio). Comedy 
musical bucks up against the leth- 


LOUISVILLE LOOPS 


Air Circus Gigantic Bally for 
‘Squadron,’ but $4,500 Only Fair 





Louisville, March 28. 

Holy Week slowed the theatres 
down, but that Easter splurge 
not doing great things either. Ex- 
ec‘'tement in the air while Harry 
Martin, waiting for stock, shows 
Ethel Barrymore in ‘School for 
Scandal’ and Fred Stone as Easter 
Week specials, 

Weather cool and clear and the- 
atres are using various exploitation 
stunts to draw crowds. Fourth Ave. 
Amus. Co. and ‘Herald-Post’ are 
sponsoring a Fox Movietone Louis- 
ville newsreel and the Brown the- 
atre drew 10,000 to Bowman field 
with cleverly camouflaged air cir- 
cus, really a plug for ‘Lost Squad- 
ron.’ Newspapers played up with 
big headlines and pictures. 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)—‘Tar- 
zan’ (M-G). Good $8,500. Last 
week ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G), $7,000. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 25- 
35-50)— ‘ne Hour With You’ (Par). 
Nice $7,100. Last week ‘Business 
ani Pleasure’ (Fox), $4,400, poor. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,710; 35- 
50-60) — ‘Impatient Virgin’ (U0), 
Okay, $9,800. Last week ‘Play Girl’ 
(FN), $8,400, not bad either. 
Brown (2,100; 20-30-40)—‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio), $4,500, only fair. 
Last week ‘Prestige’ (Radio), $1,900, 
brutal. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,000; 15- 
25-40)—‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox). 
$3,500, average. Last week ‘Wiser 
Sex’ (Par). $2,500. 


‘Hour’ $18,000, Fireman’ 
$15,000, 0.K. for Montreal 


Montreal, March 28. 

Maurice Chevalier in ‘One Hour 
With You’ at the Palace for eight 
days is a natural for the house and 
should put it top of the heap after 
a couple of weeks of off business, 
and should hit $18,000. 

Loew’s ‘Fireman, Save My Child,’ 
looks o.k. too with $15,000. 

Princess is advertising big, and 
ths Imperial is trying out French 
pictures again. With negligible 
legit opposition, but the hockey 
play-offs and municipal election 
campaign all week will make a dent 
in what would otherwise be a great 


week. 

Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 75- 
$1.50). Local Operetta Society 
(legit) may pay expenses. Last three 
days of last week Tony Sarg’s 
Marionettes grossed about $5,500. 


is 





Palace (FP) (2,700; 75). ‘One 
Hour With You’ (Par), Chevalier 
is going big at $18,000 pace. Last 


week ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) (2d 
week) faded to below $10,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60). ‘Dancers 
in the Dark’ (Par) and ‘Strangers 
in Love’ (Par). Should pick up to 
$12,000 from around $9,000 ‘ast week 
with ‘Millionaire’ (Fox) and ‘The 
Expert’ (WB). 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60). ‘Fire- 
man, Save My Child’ (WB) and 
vaude. This, combined with a cir- 
cus act for entire vaude_ show, 
should rate a big gross of $15,000. 
Last week ‘Play Girl’ hit the high 
spot among main stems with $16,000. 


Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60). ‘The 
Lost Squadron’ (Radio) and ‘Way 
sack Home’ (Radio). With big 


ballyhoo this looks like a nice re- 
covery to $11,500. Last week ‘Age 
for Love’ (UA) and ‘The Struggle’ 
(VA) eculd not overcome inertia of 
Lent and faded to $6,500. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 
Est Charmant’ (Par; in French). 
Trying an experiment, but $2,500 
not bad. Last week ‘Stamboul’ and 
‘Cannonball Express’ (Tiff) slumped 
to $2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 


25-40), ‘Tl 


25- 


50). ‘La Bande a Baboule, (French). 
Well at $1,800. Last week ‘Prison- 
nier de Mon Coeur’ (French) 


grossed $1,650. 





this boxoffice. Flicker evidently has 
to overcome much inertia on the 
part of the public to bring ‘em to 


this spot. This one maybe to 
$17,000; not good. Last week ‘Im- 
patient Maiden’ (U) and ‘Lure of 
the Ring’ (indie) was a complete 


blah at $10,800, the double feature 
angle hurting rather than helping. 
United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,700; 
50-75-85), ‘Sky Devils’ (UA). Avia- 
tion theme apparently overdone in 
this town, opened fair on Saturday 





(26) and may hit good $24,000. 
‘Wiser Sex’ (Par) took good $18,900 


@rgy which has attached itself to | for its nine-day fill-in. 


Birm. Needs Stage Succor; 
Ritz’s Twin Bill, $6,100, OK 


Birmingham, March 28. 

With Lent a thing of the past, 
shows should get back to normal. 
The holiday affected show business 
more this year than in the past three 
years. 

Alabama goes back to stage shows 
Saturday (2) after three weeks of 


straight pictures. Pictures alone 
will not pull at this house. RKO 








vaude was dropped three weeks ago 
but is being replaced with Fanchon 
& Marco units. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘One Hour with You’ (Par). 
Opening only a bit better than usual 
and $7,700 not exciting. Last week 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) floundered at 
around $7,400. 
Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—Girl 
Crazy’ (Radio), and ‘Big Timer’ 
(Col). Double features have been a 
life saver here, pulling the house out 
of the crimson into the purple, $6,- 
100. Last week ‘Carnival Boat’ 
(Col) and ‘Behind the Mask’ (Col) 
both got $5,800. 


Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40)— 
‘Wiser Sex’ (Par). Nothing much 
in view, $1,900. Last week ‘Guilty 


Hands’ (M-G) around $2,000. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-50)— 
‘Wayward’ (Par). An off week for 
this house but from the good busi- 
ness week after week it can take it 
once in a while; $3,900. Last week 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) around $4,300. 
Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)—‘Pen- 
rod and Sam’ (FN) and ‘West of 
Proadway’ (M-G) on split. First 
kid picture to be shunted into a 
small house, indicating their draw 
here is waning. Other picture fair; 
both $1,000. Last week ‘Woman 
from Monte Carlo’ (FN), and ‘I Like 
Your Nerve’ (FN) on split did little, 
$900. 


Dr. Is Nearly 
$50,000; Philly 
Biz Up All Over 


Philadelphia, March 28, 
Plenty of pick up this week with 
good box office draws, as well as the 
end of Lent combining to shake the 
jinx. Barthelmess in ‘Alias the 
Doctor’ should put the Mastbaum 
back to within striking distance of 
the $50,000 mark. Chevalier’s ‘One 
Hour With You’ is good for $25,000 
at the Boyd and ‘Hatchet Man’ looks 
for around $20,000 at the Stanley. 
Not so much of a gain is indi- 
cated at the Fox, where the pic- 
ture is ‘Disorderly Conduct,’ but El 
Brendel’s following here, his home 
town, should help some. 
‘Hotel Continental’ at the Stanton. 


Picture expects to notch $12,000 at 
least. Keith’s has ‘Greeks,’ mov- 
ing from Boyd, and Karlton has 
‘Lost Squadron,’ switched from the 
Stanley. 

Plenty of grief in the downtown 
picture houses last week; some 
grosses were close to the low rec- 
ord. An exception was the Boyd, 
which pulled a respectable $17,500 
with ‘Greeks,’ but not good enough 
to warrant a second week. 

The Fox had a miserable week 
with ‘Shop Angel,’ which drew a 
panning on the screen and Eva Tan- 
guay on the stage; not over $15,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) — 

‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN). Barthelmess 
picture looks good for $47,000 or bet- 
ter. Last week ‘Polly of the Circus’ 
(M-G) slumped after swell start, 
and took only $39,000. 
Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Hatch- 
et Man’ (FN). Billed here as ‘Hon- 
orable Mr. Wong.’ Robinson's fol- 
lowing looks good for $20,000. ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio) off to $12,000 in 
second week, 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘One Hour 
With You’ (Par) sure to get plenty; 
$26,000 or more indicated, Last week 
‘Greeks’ (UA) not bad at $17,500, 
but not quite enough to warrant 
holdover. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—Disorderly 
Conduct’ (Fox) and stage show. El 
Brendel has nice following here, but 
film doesn’t look strong, hardly more 
than $15,000 expected. ‘Shop Angel’ 
(Tower) and Eva Yanguay on stage 
disastrous last week, $10,500. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘The Big 
Time’ (Col) and vaudeville. Prob- 
ably $20,000. Last week ‘Heart of 
New York’ (WB) sound at $18,000. 

Keith’s (1,800; 30-50)—Greeks’ 
(WA). Moved here from Boyd. 
Shoult get $11,000, okay. Last week 
‘Woman Commands’ (Radio) bad at 
$7,500. 

Kariton (1,000; 50)—Lost Squad- 
ron’ (Radio). Moved here from 
Stanley, $4,500 likely. ‘No One Man’ 
(Par) barely °4,000. 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G). Should get $4,000. ‘Two 
Kinds of Women’ (Par) only $2,800. 











—s 


Coast Musical Tab No Help to ‘Wing’ 


At Par, 313,000; 


‘Hell Divers’ on 2d 


Run at State, $22,000 Best in L.A. 





CINCY SPURTS 


Dorothy Mackaill Helping ‘Listen- 
ing?’ to Strong $25,000 
Cincinnati, March 28, 
Easter week is producing custom- 
ary box office rejuvenation. Sunday 
biz hurt by rain and snow. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65)—‘Are 
You Listening?’ (M-G), and vaude. 
Personal appearance .z Dorothy 
Mackaill helping for a good $25,000. 
Last week ‘Business and Pleasure’ 
(Fox) $20,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-50)— 
‘One Hour with You’ (Par). Chev- 
alier’s popularity breezing take to 
$20,000, biggest at this house in 
months. Last week ‘Play Girl’ (WB) 
$9,500, bad. 

Palace (RKO) (2,C00; 30-50)— 
‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN)). Barthel- 
mess means something but hospital 
atmosphere of picture not pleasant 
to all; fair $9,500. Last week ‘Hotel 
Continental’ (Tiff) $8,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-50)—‘Dis- 
orderly Conduct’ (Fox). $8,000, fair. 


Last week ‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) 
$7,800. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40)— 


‘Three Wise Girls’ (Col). Fair $3,- 
400. Last week ‘West of Broadway’ 
(M-G), $2,700, poor. 

Strand (RKO) 
‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 
run), and ‘Steady Company’ 
split week. $3,200, fair. Last week 
‘Woman Commands’ (Radio), and 
‘The Expert’ (WB), $2,800. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Docks of San Francisco’: (Fischer), 
and ‘Probation’ (Fischer). Split 
week, $3,000, good. Last week ‘Dead 
Line’ (Col), and ‘Law and Order’ 
(U), $2,700. 


(1,350; 25-40)— 
(second 


(U), 





Vaude Big in Denver; 
Prestige, 16 G’s, Best 


Denver, March 28. 

Houses with stage shows and the 
Aladdin with the Fox comedy, ‘Bus- 
iness and Pleasure,’ which clicked 
a nice $9,000, are doing the town’s 
business. 

Ann Harding name is also a draw 
in ‘Prestige’ at the Orph, with $16,- 
000, although picture rated locally 
disappointing. General increase over 
last week ranges 10-80%. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox). 
Fine $9,000. Last week ‘Racing 
Youth’ (U) only $5,000 after a nice 
start, but snowstorms held figure 
down. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-65) 
—‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN) and stage 
show. Big $18,000. Last week 
‘Union Depot’ (FN), backed by good 
stage show, did a fair $14,600. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40- 
65)—‘Prestige’ (Pathe) and RKO 
vaude. Big $16,000. Last week 
‘Carnival Boat’ (Pathe) and good 
RKO vaude unit boosted previous 
week’s figure by two grand to 
$14,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
40)—‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par). 
Weak, $5,500. Last week ‘Wiser 
Sex’ (Par) $4,390. 

Rialto (Huffman) (900; 20-25-40- 
50)—‘Smart Woman’ (Radio). Nice 
takings at $3,000. ‘Cheaters at 
Play’ (Fox) down with $2,700. 


Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)—‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox). 


Fair $8,000. Last week ‘Silent Wit- 
ness’ (Fox) registered a poor $6,500. 


SEATTLE STRONG FOR 
‘GIRL CRAZY,’ $12,000 


Seattle, March 28. 

Business perking and Easter Sun- 
day’s light rain during day further 
aided showgoing although heavier 
rain at night didn’t help box offices. 

However, folks didn’t go places or 
display new finery. 

Clean comedy clicks these days 
again, shown by ‘Girl Crazy’ leading 
town at Orpheum with sturdy $12,- 
000. 

Paramount is failing to impress 
with double features, and cut prices 
lead to rumors that the Fox the- 
atre may replace the Par again. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,300; 35-60)— 
‘One Hour’ (Par). Billing Chevalier 
big and good for $13,500. Last week 
‘Polly’ (M-G)_ started big, Clark 
Gable fans turning out first three 
days, with Marion Davies fans later 
but fewer, although pic shows her 
at best. Gable not so well liked as 
minister, dipping to $12,800. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60) 








‘Girl Crazy’ (Raq). Wheeler and 


- 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
Third major theatre to be 


closed 
within two months is the Unitea 
Artists. After a long losing streak 
that house got the shutters last 
week. It is not likel- that a re. 


opening will occur before autumn or 
until business picks up sharply. Al. 
ready closed are Grauman’s Egype 
tian and the Criterion; the Egyps 
tian for lack of business, and Crie« 
terion for lack of product. 

United Artists closing shoulda 
strengthen the Paramount, its sister 
house, which now should enjoy an 
improved selection of pictures, 
Egyptian’s removal from the race 
aided Pantages and Warners’ Hollye 
wood. 

Estimates For This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50), 
‘Wet Parade’ (M-G) and stage show 
(2d week). It'll take lots of pushing 
to make any kind of a -un; only a 
question of setting new stage show 
and ‘Grand Hotel.’ Looks like sece 


ond take around $11,500, bad at 
this house. First week $13,500, seve 
eral rods short of fair. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-65), 
‘Heart of New York’ (WB) and 


vaudeville. Picture did moderately 
last week in Hollywood: sentimental 
factor stressed in film instead of 
comedy as on the stage. Vaudeville 
policy still helping here, although 
RKO price slash has cut in. Probe 
ably $13,000, strictly an improves 


ment. Claimed $15,000 last week on 
‘Man Who Played God.’ 

Hollywood (WB) (1,756; 35-75), 
‘Beauty and the Boss’ (WB) and 


stage show. Average programmer 
will let house down to expected $11,« 
000; little name strength on screen, 
Donald Novis, local radio crooner 
recently downtown at the Para« 


mount, an added attraction. Last 
week ‘Heart of New York’ topped 
$12,000. 


Orpheum (2,279; 
the Mask’ (Col) (1st week) and 
Duke Ellington band (3d week), 
Final week of colored hotcha gets a 
new picture. Constance Bennett's 
‘Lady With a Past’ let house down 
to $11,000 in its holdover. Still 
great compared to what Orph was 
doing prior to added attraction 
policy. Look for that much again 
with new picture to get repeats. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90), ‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and 
stage show. Nothing to presage 
better than $6,500. Last week ‘For- 
bidden’ accumulated $7,800, fair. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35< 
$1), ‘Broken Wing’ (Par) and ‘Nine 
o’Clock Revue.’ Following examples 
of Pantages, Orpheum and State, 
this house using condensed legit 
musical, First tabloid to get rapped 
for off-color stuff. Show minus 
Eddie Lambert and Julizsn Eltinge 
of original legit cast. Al Merman 
and Eddie Borden carrying the bur- 
den. Will do $13,000, poor. Last 
week ‘Wiser Sex’ about $11,000. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40), ‘Panama Flo’ 
(RKO) and RKO vaudeville. An- 
swer to the famine seems to have 
been found; new cheap scale is 
honey for the local bees. Sinday 
saw twice as many payees pass the 
chopper as average for past two 
years. Will rise to °9,000 desnite 
clipped tax. Last week ‘Nice Wo- 
men’ got a toe-hold in the higher 
brackets over $9,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 35-$1), 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Prestige of Chinese run may help} 
looks like strong $22,000. Both Wale 
lace Beery and Clark Gable locally 
are potent at box office. Scheols 
out this week and Meglin Kiddies, 
local favs, on tage. That'll up the 
total. Last week ‘She Wanted a 
Millionaire’ paid off to the tune of 
$17,000. 


35-90), ‘Behind 





Woolsey waking ’em up, and $12,000 
is good. Last week ‘Ladies of Jury’ 
(Rad) combined with too much Holy 
week, off badly to $8,000. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950: 25) 
‘Love Affair’ (Col). Fair $2,800, 
Last week ‘Play Girl’ (WB) below 
par at $2,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; <5 
35-50) ‘Hatchet Man’ (FN). Okay, 
$6,000. Last week ‘Greeks’ (UA) 


good $5,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,< 
000; 10-15-25) ‘High Speed’ (Co)). 
Big adv. also for Bing Crosby short 
better with $6,(00. Last week 
‘Buckaroo’ (Shef), and ‘Pleasure’ 
(Allied) liked for nice $5,600. 


Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35) 
‘Broken Wing’ (Par), and ‘After 
Tomorrow’ (Fox). Double bill slow 
at $4,500. Last week ‘Wiser Sex’ 


(Par) and ‘She Wanted Millionaire’ 
(Fox) slumped, $4,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800: 
‘Tonight or Never’ (UA). ‘Lovers 
Courageous’ (M-G), and ‘Pen-Hu? 
(M-G) (syne’d). Last week slipped 
for ‘Lovers Courageous,’ which at 
under $1,000 hit an all-time low for 
the house. ‘Hur’ moved in for last 
; three days of the week got $1,700, 
giving week not bad $3,000. 
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It's Spring in Paris, and That Ruins 
The B. 0.’s Always, but Par, $26,500, 
Moulin Rouge, 512,000, Plenty Oke 











Paris, March 15. 

Grosses for the beginning of 
March have been shot to pieces by 
the weather enticing crowds out of 
doors, which must be taken into 
account in looking at figures, 

Worthwhile holdovers have shown 
gome resistance to the depression, 
Natan being particularly lucky, but 
the bottom has dropped out for the 
poorer shows. 

Approximate figures in dollars for 
week of March 4 to 10 is as follows: 
Estimates 

Paramount (Par) (1,900)—‘Tl Est 
Charmant’ (Par). A creditable $26,- 
600 on a holdover from a $33,000 
first week. 

Olympia (Haik) (1,900)—‘Fils de 
l’Autre’ (Radio). Despite Jeanne 
Helbling’s popularity, very poor, 
with less than $12,000 following a 
very weak $14,000 preceding reek 
with ‘Un Sou d’Amour.’ 

Moulin Rouge (Natan) (2,200)— 
‘Paris Mediterranee’ (Natan). Hold- 
ing up very well with nearly $12,000 
for the third week, dropping less 
than $2,000 from the preceding. 

Marivaux (Natan) (1,200)—‘Ari- 
ane’ (Natan). Very strong, with 
more than $8,000 on a second week 
holdover, dropping less than $1,000 
from the preceding week. 

Elysee Gaumont (G. F. F. A.)— 
Rosier de Mme. Husson’ (C. F. C.) 
(6th week). With $2,500, dropping 
less than $300 from the preceding 
week, which is very good for the 
house, and justifies the denouncing 
the panning the film received from 
the local critics. 


TED LEWIS-‘SHOPWORN’ 
TOP IND’PLS, $23,000 


Indiapanolis, March 27. 
_ Good picture fare at all houses is 
helping business this week. The 
Indiana is in for a good week with 
Ted Lewis and ‘Shopworn,’ one of 
the exceptionally few Columbia pic- 
tures shown at this house. 

Lyric has Mary Ann Jackson, Our 
Gang girlie, making a p. a., and 
that’s helping draw the juveniles. 

‘Smiling Faces’ with the Fred 
Stones at English’s for two days and 
a mat will hurt some, and Berkell’s 
etock at Keith’s has ‘Uncle Tom's 
Cabin.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-50-65) 
*‘Shopworn’ (Col) and Ted Lewis 
unit on the stage. Expected to click 
them through the turnstiles for $23,- 
000 and maybe higher, as the cus- 
tomers have been standing go far. 
Last week ‘Lady With a Past’ 
(Pathe) reapeed about $17,500, fair. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
Lost Squadron’ (RKO). Will boost 
this house’s grosses to about $6,000. 
Exploitation on opening night with 
planes flying in spotlights overhead 
is helping immensely. Last week 
— Sex’ (Par) about $5,000, just 

ir. 

‘ Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25-35-50)— 
“Arsene Lupin’ (M-G). One of the 
best draws in town and should close 
at $7,500, pretty good. Last week 
Passionate Plumber’ (M-G) failed 
to do as expected, and ended wth 
$6,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Headed by Mary Ann Jack- 
son, will do about $8,500. Last week 
‘Unexpected Father’ (U) landed 
About $8,000. 

-Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
9-50)—Tmpatient Maiden’ (U). 
soing good, should reach $5,500. 
Last week ‘Playgirl’ ended at $6,000, 
Pretty good. 


PORTLAND, ORE., PEPPY 


812,500 for ‘One Hour’ and $7,000 for 
‘Alias the Dr.,’ Oke 











> Portland, Ore., March 28. 
Fox-Portland continues its policy 
7 unloading seats by leasing the 
«.!00-seat Rialto to Ted Gamble, 
=O manager, who will operate the 
tialto “2S an indie. Gamble leaves 
RKO | this month after building 
&.- ‘ses at the local house to top 
Posish in the burg. Gamble has the 
Rialto on a seven-year lease, and 
Will do his own bookings, locally, 
Using first and second runs. 

New Set-up leaves Fox-Portland 
+ only two downtown houses, the 
aramount and United Artists. Lat- 
te: has a low admish policy, in line 


of 


with that at Hamrick’s Music Box. 
io + is centering all efforts on the 
‘S ,000-seat Paramount and is 
Tharmay | results. ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) 
sent hugely last week with $11,- 
ee currently ‘One Hour With 
JU 18 getting across i at shape 
With $12,500, . oss in great I 
oka mrick’s Music Box is getting 


results with ‘Alias the Doc- 





TACOMA UPS 
alia: ants ‘Edition’ 
‘Crazy,’ $5,200 


Post-Lent and 


Tacoma, March 28. 

Lent being over, the outlook im- 
proved. 

What surprised most last week 
was the way ‘Unexpected Father’ 
built at the Blue Mouse to a nifty 
$3,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-35-50) 
—‘Final Edition’ (FN) and vaude, 
and ‘Girl Crazy’ (Rad), split week. 
Much better at $5,200. Last week 
‘Prestige’ (Pathe) and ‘Behind Mask’ 
(Col) slow at $4,300. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (630; 25- 
35-50)—‘Greeks Had Word’ (UA). 
Good $2,300. Last week ‘Unexpect- 
ed Father’ (U) wowed, opening 
slowly bué building fast to click at 
$3,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35)—‘Busi- 
ness and Pleasure’ (Fox), ‘Charley 
Chang’ (Fox), and ‘Stepping Sisters’ 
(Fox), in three-split week; good 
$3,800. Last week ‘Lupin’ (M-G), 
‘Freaks’ (M-G), and ‘Beast’ (M-G), 
not so hot, $3,100. 


Tourists Force Extra 
Shows in Wash.; ‘Dr.’ 
Outstander, $20,000 


Washington, March 28. 
With Holy Week summing up 
just as all the Holy Weeks preced- 
ing it have and Easter coming in 








with rain joy reigned supreme in 
every local house for the coming 
week. 


Influx of visitors had their sight- 
seeing knocked galley west and the 
theatres got them. Two of the 
houses, Keith and Fox, rushed in 
five shows Monday to absorb all 
there was to get. Former house 
having two broadcasting stations, 
sent out word of the five shows 
Monday. Announcements made both 
Sunday night and early Monday 
morning. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 35-50), 
‘Tarzan of the Apes’ (M-G). With 
considerable advance advertising 
will get $12,000. Last week ‘Greeks’ 
(UA) just squeezed over $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,000; 25-35), ‘Alias 
the Doctor’ (FN) and vaudeville. 
Benefiting from the holiday rush 
and grossing more than Barthel- 
mess has .been doing lately, about 


$20,000. Last week ‘Play Girl’ not 
bad at $12,000. 
Fox (2,434; 25-35-50), ‘Careless 


Lady’ (‘Lady with a Past’) and Eva 
Tanguay, with a local university glee 
club of 85 voices added. Stressing 
name of Bennett should boost 
things to $19,000. Last week ‘Hotel 
Continental’ (Tif), $16,200. 

Met (WB) (625; 25-35-50-75), 
‘Explorers of the World.’ Limited 
appeal but should get $8,000 on ac- 
count of the visiting schools here. 


Last week ‘High Pressure’ (WB), 
$5,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-70), 
‘Are You Listening” (M-G). Is 


having trouble but will get $20,000 
anyhow; Haines holds house record. 
Last week ‘Dancers in the Dark’ 
(Par), $11,500. 

Rialto (Universal) (1,853; 25-75), 
‘Cohens and Kellys in Hollywood’ 
(U). Strong $10,000. Last week 
‘Law and Order,’ terrible at $3,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50), 
‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio) and the vaude. 
Wheeler and Woolsey packing thern 
in; should do $18,000. Last week 
‘The Big Shot’ (Pathe) was some- 
thing else again at about $8,500 and 
the vaude helped to get even that. 





tor,’ and looks like a big week with 
$7,000. 

Pufwin legit stock is suffering. 

Eugene Voltaire is back doing his 
sex lecture at the Studio and going 
over. Was here for two weeks’ 
stand recently and connected. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Only fair at $9,500. Last week ‘Im- 
patient Maiden’ (U) better than ex- 
pected at $9,100. 

Paramount (Fox) (3,000; 25-60)— 

‘One Hour With You’ (Par) and F 
& M unit. Connecting for okay re- 
likely for big $12,500. Last 
week ‘Sky Devils’ (U) clicked nice- 
lv for big $11,500 on Holy Week. 
“ United Artists (Fox) (1,000; 25- 
95y)—‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par). 
Fair $4,000. Last week ‘After To- 
morrow’ (Fox) fair $3,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35)—‘Alias the Doctor’ (WB). Good 
for strong $7,000. Last week ‘Old 
Man Minrick’ (WB) just fairly at 
$5,000. 


sults, 


N. 0. PERKS 


‘Tarzan’s’ $16,000 at the State Best 
in Months 


New Orleans. March 28, 

Business perked up materially 
with the advent of Easter. ‘Tarzan’ 
at Loew’s State is the town's big 
punch with $16,000, but the Saenger 
is disappointing with ‘Alias the Doc- 
tor’ at $11,000. 

Estimates for This Week 





Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Tarzan’ 
(M-G). Showing more b. o. strength 
than any picture in months and will 
get a nifty 16,000. I week 


iASt 


‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) drew} 
badly, $10,000. 

Saenger (3,000; 60)—‘Alias the 
Doctor’ (FN). Barthelmess is weak! 


here and film’s $11.000 pace on the 
week is no panic for post-Lent. Last 
week ‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) 
poor with £10,000. 

Orpheum (2,:00; 60)—‘Girl Crazv’} 
(Radio). Should do a fair $9,000. 
Last week ‘Ladies of the Jury’ 
(Radio) poorly, $7,800. 

Strand (1,800; 50)—‘After Tomor- | 
row’ (Fox). Light $2,200. Last week | 
‘Wayward’ (Par) $2,100. 

Tudor (800; 35)—Broken Wing’ | 
(Par). $1,800 not so hot. Last week} 
‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox) wretched 
$1,600. 


B’KLYN BULLISH; TAB 
AND ‘EXPRESS,’ $40,000 


Brooklyn, March 28. 

Most excellent picture fare in this 
town, with swell raves by ali the 
scribes. Paramount is leading the 
rest, doing in the vicinity of $40,000, 
with ‘Shanghai Express’ and 
‘Three’s a Crowd,’ musical tab, stage 
show. 

Fox with ‘Hotel Continental’ 
plenty stage talent should 
about $20,000. 

Loew's Metropolitan has ‘Arrow- 
smith’ and Will Osborne’s orchestra, 
figured at $23,000; fair. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (4,000; 25-35-50-65-75) 
‘Shanghai Eprcess’ (Par) and 
stage show. Marlene Dietrich ex- 
cellent draw and stage show a con- 
densed version of ‘Three's a Crowd, 
with Fred Allen, cop the honors; 
around $40,000, good. Last week 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) $32,200, 
mild. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-75) — ‘Hotel 
Continental’ (Tiff) and stage show. 
Bright 12 acts on the stage, but 
$20,000 mild. Last week ‘Beast of 
the City’ (M-G) good at $26,000. 

Loew’s Met ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) 
and vaude. Will Osborne and or- 
chestra heading the bill; should do 
$23,060, good. Last week ‘Arsene 
Lupin (M-G) $18,900. 

Strand ‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN). 
Richard Barthelmess pulling around 


| 





and 
bring 


$15,000. 
Albee ‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio) and 
vaude, Bill headed by Esther Ral- 


ston and Leon Janney, $20,000. Last 
week, second of ‘Lost Squadron,’ 
$16,800. 


Hanpy-Days-in-Dixie for B way 
Cinemas; ‘One Hour’ Over $80,000 
In 2 Houses: ‘Crowd Roars, $59,000 





Lent finally over, Broadway film 
palaces are staging a rapid recov 
ery, business with a couple of ex- 
|ceptions being agreeably up. Good 
Friday (25), meanest day of the 


Lented period for the b.o., in most 
failed to do 


some of the stronger pictures even 


much damage 


cases 


drawing heavily on that day. 

Rain and Easter Monday 
set the box offices back somewhat. 

‘Crowd Roars’ (FN), which fin- 
ishes its first week at the Winter 
Garden tomorrow (Tuesday), leads 
the 3roadway race at around 
55,000. This is unusually fine busi- 
ness, considering that picture 
opened during Holy Week. Paced 
at $40,000 on its second lap 

Capitol is also away up front. 
‘Tarzan, the Ape Man’ is heading 
for almost $70,000, very nice. 

The two Publix runs, Rivoli and 
Rialto, are neck and neck with ‘One 
Hour With You’ (Par), but the Riv, 
the larger house, will probably keep 
the lead, doing around $43,000 first 
week; Rialto looks around $40,000. 

While the Paramount nearly cre- 
ated a sensation last week at $65,200 
in spite of Lent, Holy Week and 
other boxoffice drawbacks, it falls 
back currently, but at $55,000 indi- 
cated on ‘Broken Wing’ (Par) is 
still doing nice business. Condensed 
musical, ‘Three’s a Crowd,’ on Para- 
mount stage last week, stirred high 
interest in this type of living en- 
tertainment, while the current 
strong stage show bolsters ‘Wing.’ 

Against the generally good busi- 
ness currently, the Roxy dips ig- 
nominiously low figures with ‘Gay 
Caballero’ (Fox); unlikely to do 
more than about $40,000, bad. 

Strand also stumbles this week, 
probably not finding more than 
$16,000 from an indie, ‘Missing Rem- 
brandt,’ one of the Sherlock Holmes 
pictures. 

Mayfair is a likely $13,000, ‘Girl 
Crazy’ (Radio) not exhibiting strong 
b. o.: below recent house average. 


Snow 





The Warner, second run for Warner 
Bros., looks like about $3,000 with 


‘Alias the Doctor’ (WB), in here 
following Winter Garden run. 
This is the final week of ‘Hell 


Divers’ (Metro) at the Astor, ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (Metro) opening at $2 there 
Tuesday (5). ‘Divers’ will have 
played 14 weeks here on a forced 
run, 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2), ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (14th-final week). After long 
forced run, ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) 
comes in Tuesday (5) for a $2 try. 





‘Divers’ was held until ‘Hotel’ was 





Radio and Stage Names Boom Balto; 
Shopworn’ $20,000; Century $25,000 





Baltimore, March 28. 
The stage show trend is breaking 
out all over downtown. Latest to 
get in step is the moderate-seater 
New, where Clark and McCullough 
are in-personing this week. This 


means that the big-seaters will 
likely increase their stage bill ex- 
penses, and it looks like a battle of 
dollars for the combo trade, with 
pictures playing second role for the 
time being. 

Radio personalities are getting 
most of the stage bill headlines 
these weeks. Russ Columbe and 
Vaughn De LTeath are both at 
Keith’s currently, with Stoopnagle 
and Budd sharing headline place 
with Don Barclay at the Century. 
Stanley is the only big-seater down- 
town to continue showing straight 
film fare, but the stage may be 
dusted off there any week-end now. 

With Lent out o% the way, an up- 
turn in biz is anticipated. Holy 
Week hit the low spots in most b.o’s. 


Even the big plug for Marion 
Davies’ ‘Polly’ failed to bring b.o. 
results. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-United Artists), 
(3.290: 25-60), ‘Are You Listening? 


(M-G). Haines drew big here in 
‘Wallingford’ and, with Stoopnagle 
and Budd on stage, will share the 
draw, as they have large air follow- 
ing here; good $25,000. Last week 
‘The Wiser Sex’ (Par) hit by the 
pre-Easter slump for a low $16,000 
Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
(3,600; 25-60), ‘The Man Who Piayed 
God’ (WB). Getting class draw, but 
hardly a smash with keen competi- 
tion, but $21,000 not bad. Last week 








Hearst hook-up, failed to buck the! 


‘Polly of the Circus’ (M-G), despite | 


Holy Week depression, and $17,500 
low. 

Valencia (Loew-United Artists) 
(1,200; 25-35), ‘Tarzan’ (M-G). 
Started with big juve draw and 
should continue good pace; $4,500 
very good. ‘Cock o’ the Air’ (UA), 
a first-run last week, was okay un- 
der circumstances, getting a rather 
satisfactory $2,800. 

Parkway (Loew United Artists) 
(1,000; 25-35), ‘Tarzan’ (M-G). Good 
film for this uptown spot, and with 
children’s week-end holiday got off 
well to a $5,800 pace. Last week 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) fair enough 
seasonal intake at $3,900. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 25- 
50), ‘Shopworn’ (Col). Looks like 
big money with Russ Columbo and 
Vaughn De Leath on stage, $20,000. 
Last week ‘Play Girl’ (WB) very 
good for Holy Week, $12,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Ladies of the Jury’ (RKO) 
and vaude. El! Brendel in person 
will aid, but running up against 
stiffest opposition of the season to 
date, hence take not so hefty, $13,- 
000. Last week ‘Big Shot’ (Col) was 
no match for seasonal slump and biz 
was 'way off at $9,500. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 
‘Careless Lady’ (Fox) and 
show. House breaks out with a 
stage act this week, following the 
current trend. Clark and McCul- 
lough should get a nice draw despité 
opposition. Pace above $10,000. Last 
week ‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) was 
‘way off at $5,000. 

Rivoli (Martien) (1,800; 25-40), 
‘Sin’s Pay Day’ (Action Pictures). 
Should profit by the general upturn, 
with satisfactory $4,500 indicated. 
‘Whistlin’ Dan’ last week followed 
the general downward trend to a 
low $2,000. 


25-50), 
stage 


| ready, M-G not having anything 
|else for the house. 
| Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50), “Tar- 
'zan, the Ape Man’ (M-G) and stage 
ishow. Spectacle is doing handsome 
| biz for this Loew deluxer, indicat- 
| ing $70,000; may hold over 2 second, 
Last week ‘Polly of the Circus’ 
| (M-G), $39,000, bad 
| Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$t)—Girl 
Crazy’ (Radio). Not exciting much 


interest: not more than $13,000. Sec- 
ond week of ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 
$17,000, fair. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85), 
‘Broken Wing’ (Par) and _ stage 
show. Indicates $55,000, which is 
nice enough business for this de- 
luxer. George Jessel, heading the 
stage show, which includes Lillian 
Roth, Bing Crosby and Burns and 
Allen, probably doing a good per- 
centage of the drawing. Last week 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) got a 
break by having ‘Three’s a Crowd‘ 
(condensed musical) on the stage, 
latter strictly doing the drawing 
rather than the film, house sky- 
rocketed to $65,200, almost sensa- 
tional for Holy Week. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85)—‘One 
Hour with You’ (Par). Though 
smaller than the Rivoli, also playing 
this picture, Rialto isn’t far behind 
its sister run, indicating 40,000 first 
week of the new Chevalier picture. 
Last six days of ‘Shanghai xpress’ 
(Par), $17,800. 

Rivoli 2,200; 40-65-8F-$1)—‘One 
Hour with You’ (Par). At $43,000 
this day and dater with the Rialto 
is attracting nice coin. Even though 
in two houses’ simultaneously, 
chances for a four weeks’ run in 
both spots are promising. Final six 
days of ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) only $9,- 
700. 


Roxy (6,200; 60-75-$1.50)—The 
Gay Caballero’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Another western in the 


country’s biggest de luxe operation 
and the town's business went past 
the door. Maybe $40,000 this week, 
very poor. Previous week the tune 
wasn't less doleful, ‘Hotel Continen- 
tal’ (Tiff), taking it on the chin at 
$38,900. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1)—Miss- 
ing Rembrandt’ (First Division), 
Not luring as strong as others in 
the Sherlock Holmes series, but at 
$16,000 will be better than some in- 
dies booked in here lately. Business 
previous week $23,300, pretty good 
for ‘Play Girl’ (WB). 

Warners (1,100; 25-35-50-75), 
‘Alias tbe Doctor’ (FN). On second 
run here and fresh from the Winter 


Garden, near $3,000, poor, ‘Expert,’ 
previous week, $2,500. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85- 
$1), ‘Crowd Roars’ (FN). Finishes 


its first week today (Tuesday) at 
around $55,000, extraordinarily good, 
Second week it is estimated picture 
will reach $40,000, with the Cagney 
draw plenty powerful in New York, 





‘Follow Thru’-‘Dancers’ 
Nifty in Newark, $20,000 


Newark, March 28. 

Plenty to attract this week de- 
spite the Good Friday handicaps, 

Stage ‘Follow Thru’ at the New- 
ark being closely.watched with a 
deluge to follow if it hits the an- 
ticipated $20,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-25-50), 
‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN) and FM 
unit. Looks set for a nice $16,500. 
Last week ‘Chan's Chance’ (Fox) 
bad at $8,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35), 
‘Emma (M-G) and ‘Police Court’ 
(First Division}. Couldn't be better 
here and will reach close to $6,000. 
Last week ‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox) 
and ‘Cock of the Air’ (UA) good 
at $5,000. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50), ‘Zwel 
Menschen’ (Deutsches Universal). 
Will surely ring up $2,000 and may 
hold over. Last week ‘Five-Year 
Plan’ (Russian) good at nearly 
$2,000 and more Russians coming. 

Loew’s State (2,740; 30-50), ‘Ar- 
sene Lupin’ (M-G) and vaude. Dis- 
appointing opening but building to 
nice $19,000. Last week ‘Greeks’ 
(UA) under $14,000. 

Mosque (WBE) (3,281; 20-30-40), 
‘Play Girl’ (KN). Only difference 
between pictures here is that some 
do worse than others. This one 
Ought to get a bad $3,500. Last 
week ‘Millionaire’ (Fox) brutal at 
$2,500. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248: 15- 


25-59-60), ‘Dancers in the Dark’ 
(Par) and ‘Follow Thru’ (tab). 
First of type ever to play town but 
should do nearly $26,00v¥; very big. 
Last week with Gilda Gray’s help 
‘Wiser Sex’ (Par) quite fair at 
| $14,600, 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 725-40- 
50-60), ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 


and vaude. Heavily publicized pic- 

ture with Fifi Dorsay in flesh ought 

to leave $20,000 behind. Last week 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Three Comedy Clicks in Minn’pls 





‘One Hour,’ $25,000; ‘Girl Crazy,’ $14,000; ‘Fire- 
man,’ $7,000, Current Loop Outstanders 


ee 


Minneapolis, March 28. 
With Holy week past, favorable 
weather again and stronver line- 


up of pictures, the outlook is much 
At 
the loop first-run amusement empo- 


more cheerful. least three ol 


riums will turn in sizeable profits 


week, 
You,’ at 
outstanding 


for the current 
Min- 
smash, 
picture may 
by any 
eclipsing 
in person 


Hour with the 


the 


‘One 
nesota, is 
and the Chevalier 
breeze through, unaided 
stage names, to $28,000, 
the draw of El Brendel 
two weeks ago, es 

Another great gross-getter 1S Girl 
Crazy,’ helped by Lita Grey Chaplin 
vaudeville 


in person and a tip-top 
bill, at the Orpheum, with $14,000 
indicated. o 

With Joe E. Brown’s ‘Fireman, 
Save My Child’ at the State also 
demonstrating drawing power, it’s 
pretty much comedy week all 


around. The folks are showing quite 
a yen for the risibility tickler stuff. 
Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘One Hour with You’ (Par), and 
Fanchon-Mareo stage idea, ‘Reflec- 


tions. Chevalier a magnet here and 
picture especially well liked. Splen- 
did notices, together with highly ef- 
fective exploitation campaign helped 


attraction off to a boom-time  »pen- 
ing and looks like nifty $25,000. Last 
week ‘Alias the Doctor (FN) and 


Cab Calloway's band on stage, fin- 
ished strong to about $24,300, band 
deserving entire credit for showing. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50), ‘Girl 
Crazy’ (Radio) and vaudeville. Lita 
Grey Chaplin and Wheeler- Woolsey 
popularity helping here; around 
$14,000, good. Last week ‘Prestige’ 
(Pathe) about $9,500, bad. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50), ‘Fire- 
man Save My Child’ (FN). Joe E. 
Brown picture has caught on nicely, 


— 


i booking 





Tarzan,’ $24,000, Tops; 
Stage Tilts Pan, K. C. 


Kansas City, March 28. 
man had been doing the 
for the several downtown 
first runs this week he could not 
have done a better job, far as 
diversity concerned, as there is 
entertaniment to suit all tastes. 

It a dandy Easter menu the 
managers are offering and, with a 
balmy Good Friday opening, the 
crowds were out, and in some of the 
houses seats, not used for weeks, 
were dusted off and held cash cus- 
tomers. From the looks of the 
heavy displays in the papers the 
amusements are going the limit in 
hopes of some returns. 

Loew's Midland with 


If 


one 


as 


is 


is 


‘Tarzan’ en- 


joved one of the best openings for 
weeks, as did both the Newman 
with ‘One Hour With You’ and the 


Mainstreet showing ‘Girl Crazy.’ 


Pantages opened with its new 
stage band and vaudeville policy, 
and a nice crowd was present to 


greet Harlan Christie, the new m. c. 
Last week was a heart-breaker. 
All got a fair start in spite of the 
Lenten time, and then came the 
worst snowstorm of the winter on 
Monday, which just about finished 
business; and although it lasted but 
two days and the streets were soon 
cleared, biz did not come back. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G). Friday opening 
the best in many weeks, followed by 
a strong week end; $24,000, big. 
Last week ‘Greeks’ started nicely, 
but failed to hold up and finished 
poorly, $13,200. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio) and vaudeville. 
Wheeler-Woolsey usually big here, 
with good stage show to help, but 


‘One Hour With You’ 


‘Greeks Had a Word 


FRISCO OK ALL OVER; 
‘SQUAD’N,’ $17,000, BIG 


San Francisco, March 28. 

Wind-up of Holy Week failed to 
take a below-the-belt sock at open- 
ings, and picture houses got off to a 
satisfactory start to what may end 
up as a good week for the entire 
town. 

“hevalier starting healthily at the 
Paramount in ‘One Hour With You,’ 


| and ‘Greeks Had a Word for Them’ 
is tapping the bell at United Artists. 


After smashing a house record for 
Warners during Holy Week, Joe E. 
Brown's ‘Fireman’ continuing 
nicely. 

Combination of John and Lionel] 
Barrymore in ‘Arsene Lupin’ is 
proving a _ business-getter for the 
Fox. ‘Lost Squadron’ is pulling ’em 
into the Orpheum, absence of stage 
shows apparently making little dif- 
ference to this picture. House open- 
ing at 9 a. m. to garner all possible 
biz. 

Warfield with ‘Dancers in the 
Dark’ and Golden Gate with Singer’s 
Midgets just so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 36-65), ‘Arsene Lupin’ 
(M-G) and stage show. Barrymores 
mean lots at the box office here, as 
strong $33,000 indicates. Last week 
‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) on the chin 
with less than $23,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 35-60), 
‘Menace’ (Col) and vaude. Singer’s 
Midgets getting the plug and $11,000 
poor. Ditto last wee: on the 10th 
anniversary show and ‘Carnival 
Boat’ (Pathe). 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-60), 
‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio). Stage 
shows out after six weeks and pic 
going it alone and smartly, too, at 
corking $17,000. If all future cellu- 
loid duplicates this gross, house 
won't have to worry. Last week, 
Six days, Thurston on stage and ‘Si 


is 


lent Witness’ okay at less than 
$15,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,700: 35-60), 


‘ (Par). Che- 
valier not the draw he once was in 


a town where he hung up a record 
run 


healthy. 
Love’ (Par) poorly at $10,000. 


of 19 weeks, but $18,000 very 


Last week ‘Strangers in 
United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60), 
for Them’ 


———.— 


‘Girl Crazy’ Tab Whams Boston 





With ‘Broken Wing’ Terrific at $31,000 Pace— 
‘Squadron,’ ‘One Hour’ Both Nice $20,000 





Prov. Spurt Saves Exhibs 
In Time; ‘Tarzan’ $19,000 


Providence, March 28. 
Post-Lenten spurt 
ized just in time to prevent exhib- 


has material- 


here their 
All 
tionally well and grosses seem to be 
very well distributed. 
The Albee with ‘Girl 
the screen, Loew’s with 


itors from tearing out 


hair. spots are doing excep- 


Crazy’ on 
‘Tarzan’ and 


Paramount with Chevalier’s ‘One 
Hour With You’ are the stronger 
spots. 


Estimates for This Week 
RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50-60)—‘Girl 
Crazy’ (Radio) and vaudeville. 
Strong show and Wheeler- Woolsey 
combination only $9,500. Last week 
‘Impatient Maiden’ (U) okay at 
$11,000. 


Fays (2,000; 15-50)—‘Beauty and 
the Boss’ (WB) and vaudeville. 
House plugging stage shows; no 


trouble in reaching excellent $7,500. 
Last week ‘Police Court ’(Mono) 
managed to tilt $5,200, fair. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 20-50-75)— 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G). Spurting on wave 
of splendid publicity, house prob- 
ably will get first break for the bet- 
ter since vaudeville eclipsed all else 
here two months ago; house aiming 
for $19,000 and shouldn't have any 


trouble. Last week ‘Passionate 
Plumber’ (M-G) managed fairly, 
$12,300. 

Majestic (2,200; 15-50-—'Play 
Girl’ (WB) and ‘Fireman’ (FN). 


One of best shows in town; indica- 
tions are for $10,000 with little diffi- 
culty. Last week ‘Wiser Sex’ (Par) 
and ‘Avalanche’ nothing to rave 
about at $5,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) — ‘One 
Hour With You’ (Par). Chevalier 
looks like a nice $12,000. Last week 
‘Hell’s House’ around $4,000. 


vw 





Boston, March 28, 


‘Girl Crazy’ on the Met 


stage 
looms as the best bet the theatre 
has had since Amos ’n’ Andy. From 
the Good Friday opening on. the 
lobby was jammed with standees 
and with a good weather break 
$31,000 is a cinch. 


Other flickers about town due for 
good returns with the Easter sea. 
son on; both the Paramount and 
Keith’s had standees over the weeke- 
end. 

Estimates for the Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 50-75), 
‘Broken Wing’ (Par) and ‘Gir) 
Crazy’ on stage. Headed for $31,000, 


Last week ‘Disorderly Conduct® 
(Fox) poor $25,400. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800: 35 
50-60), ‘One Hour With You’ (Par), 
Chevalier’s draw good for $20,000, 
Last week ‘Fireman Save My Child’ 
(FN) good $14,000. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-65), ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio). Look for nice 


$20,000. Last week ‘Explorers of the 

World’ brutal with $6,140. 
Keith-Boston (4,000; 35-50)—'Ho- 

tel Continental’ (Tiffany) and stage 


show. Around $13,000, bad. Last 
week ‘Big Timer’ and Sue Carol 
and Nick Stuart on stage; good 
$19,300. 

Uptown (2,200; 35-50-60)—One 
Hour With You’ (Par). Headed for 
nice $9,000. Last week ‘Fireman, 


Save My Child’ (WB) fair $7,000. 
Scollay (Publix-vaudfilm)— 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). Big, over 
$12,000. Last week ‘Dancers in the 
Dark’ (Par) and Karl Dane in pere 
son, poor $7,300. 
State (4,000; 
(here labeled 
G). Looks 
Last week 
$22,700. 


‘SQUAD'N WOWS 


25-35-60) 
‘The Ape Man’) (M- 
big at around $25,000. 
‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) 


‘Tarzan’ 
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* - ane ict ,600; 15-5 )—Big 
although Brown not regarded a | $17,000 only fair. Last week ‘Silent |({a), Around $13,000 here, excel-| Timer (Cob and "Ragles? Bran 
strong draw here. Favorable audi- | Witness’ (Fox) $14,000, average. lent. Second week of ‘Sky Devils'| this one is moving; probably $2,500 
ence comment may top $7,000, good. Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—‘One | ({7A) pulled satisfactory $7 000. Last week ‘Law and Order ’(U) and 
Last week ‘Disorderly Conduct’| Hour With You’ (Par.) Picture) Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 30-60),| ‘Discarded Lovers’ fair at $2,700 
(Fox) around $6,300, mild. given gobs of extra space in the)‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) and wage J Ss i «,(0U, ‘9 3 = 
Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50), ‘Sky | paid columns and reflected in the} stage show. Slow at $15,000. Last P; 
Devils’ (UA). Pleasing air comedy | strong $11,000. Last week ‘Alias the | week ‘Gay Caballero’ and big circus ————_ it 
hurt by lack of cast names and| Doctor’ suffered from _ previous| stage show did quite well at $17,500. RKO TRYING TRAILER 
fizzle of ‘Cock of the Air’ at same| showings of operating room scenes, Warners (1,365; 35-50-60), ‘Fire- Detroit, March 28. 
house recently; under $6,000 indi- | and then the storm, final only $7,500,| man’ (WB) (2d week). Town’s only PLUGGING SIX FILMS Only one house managed to ane 
cated, bad. Last week ‘Greeks’ | fair. holdover and continuing nicely at ticipate the after Lent business. 
(UA) nearly $7,000, fair. Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘Disorderly | $8,000. First week was a house Others failed to get any increase 
Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), ‘Final| Conduct’ (Fox). Title sounded] record, just under the $18,000 mark. a See vee i saalacnes 
Edition’ (Col). No cast names toO| naughty to some of the bargain An advance ttrailer, combining | until Easter Sunday afternoon. 
pull and nothing especially out-|hunters, but nothing exceptional ads on several pictures, and de-| ‘Lost Squadron’ dented the other 
standing; despite corking ballyhoo. | and, with the strong opposition, just 


About $3,600 only fair. 
*Wayward’ (Par), $3,500. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 
Menace’ (Col) and ‘Men in Her 
Life’ (Col) split. About $900, 
mediocre. Last week, ‘The De- 
ceiver’ (Col) and ‘Mad Genius’ 
(WB) split, around $1,100, fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25), ‘Man 
Who Played God’ (WB). Second 
loop run may hit fair $1,200. Last 
week ‘Union Depot’ (WB), second 
loop run, about $2,000, good. 


Colmbs. Gem of the B. 0.; 
‘Hour,’ $17,000, Nifty 


Columbus, March 28, 
Business off to a flying start here 
over the week-end with everything 


Last week 


25), ‘The 





pointing to near-record marks at 
more than one house after the 
Lenten losses. Combo of good 


weather with the Easter break is a 
big help to every house in town. 
‘One Hour with You’ packed the 
Broad from its opening and threat- 
ens to give that house something to 
talk about for months. Palace with 
‘Girl Crazy’ and Ohio with ‘Are You 


Listening?’ and good unit are also 
due to hit the right side of the 
ledger for a change. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50), ‘Girl 
Crazy’ (Radio). Off to good start 
and should garner good $8,000 and 
out of red. Last week ‘Prestige’ 


(Radio) in only six days to change 


of opening from Saturday to Sun- 
day, failed to pay rent money with 
$4,400. 

Ohio 
‘Are 


(Loew-UA) (3,000; 
You Listening?’ (M-G) 
unit. Pulling steadily and will 
nice $17,500. Last week 
Wanted a Millionaire’ (Fox), 
$00, plenty light. 


Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50), 
‘One Hour with You’ (Par). Pack- 
ing ’em to tune of hearty $17,000. 
Last week ‘Wayward’ (Par) way 


off with $3,800. 


Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35), ‘Play 
money 
$4,200. | 
(WB) fair 


Gir! (WL). Heavy opener 
then skidded some; about 
Last week ‘The Expert’ 
at $3,100. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 
‘Carnival Boat’ (Pathe). 
2,100. Last week ‘ 
(Col) better at $3,250. 


average at $4,000. Last week ‘After 
Tomorrow’ (Fox) drew nice notices 
but the customers did not respond; 
$3,500. 

Pantages (2,200; 25-40-50)—‘Hotel 
Continental’ (Tiff) and stage show. 
This is the first of the new stage 
band-show bills, and is headed by 
Harlan Christie, who for many 
weeks m. c.’d with the Louisville 
Loons at the Mainstreet. Band is 
conducted by Fritz Gumb, and the 
acts on the opening bill are Serge 
Flash, the Gray Sextet, Armand and 
Perez and the Kvam Sisters. Fri- 
day opening just fair, but new pol- 





25-50). 
and 

hit 
‘She 
$10,- 


icy picked up over the week end to 
strong $6,500 pace. Last week ‘Un- 
expected Father’ and ‘Pagan Lady’ 
(Col.) $5,000, okay. 

Apollo (1,200; 35)—Ben-Hur’ (M- 
G). Revival, with Ramon Novarro, 
the picture synchronized to music, 
is a choice Easter week offering and 
$1,500 is good. Last week ‘Road to 
Life’ failed to appeal, $800 poor. 





New Haven, March 28. 

Poli and Bijou are both staging 
healthy comebacks after Lent. 

After giving musicians and stage- 
hands notice last week Roger Sher- 
man decided to continue vaude and 
swings back to six acts from five 
currently. 

Paramount policy of running pre- 
vious week's feature on doubie bill 
with current feature on Sundays 
only shifts to policy of current fea- 
ture plus incoming film for follow- 
ing week as preview. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65)- 
‘One Hour With You’ (Par) and unit. 
Nice $14,000 pace. Last week ‘Ho- 
tel Continental’ (Tiff) and tab ‘Fol- 
low Thru,’ $19,200. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 65) 














| week 


10-25), 
Average 
s,ehind the Mask’ 


—Alias the Doctor’ (FN) and 
vaude, Fair $9,000. Last week 
‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) slim at 
$7,800, 

Poli (Fox) (3,040; 50)—‘Tarzan’ 
(M-G). Drawing heavily from kid 


trade; headed for big $15,500. Last 
‘She Wanted 
(Fox) and ‘X Marks the Spot’ (Tiff) 
|felt Holy Week for light $8,500. 
Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50)—'Disor- 
derly Conduct’ and ‘Love Affair.’ Set 
jfor nice $5,300. Last week 
tient Maiden’ (U) and 
Company’ fair at $4,100. 


impa- 
‘Steady 


‘Hour,’ 14 G’s, Tops N. H. 


a Millionaire’ 


Post-Lent No Panic 


In Pitt.; ‘Hour’ Mild, 
$23,000; ‘Dr.’ $25,000 


Pittsburgh March 28. 

End of Lent is bringing some im- 
provement but hardly up to expect- 
ations, Big surprise along Main 
Stem was excellent snowing every- 
where on Good Friday, with at least 
one site, the Davis, with ‘Murders 
in the Rue Morgue’ getting its best 
opening in two months. Satdee off, 
however, with crowds shopping for 
hats and suits instead of entertain- 
ment. 

Stanley got away to a good start 
with ‘Alias the Doctor’ and Benny 
Rubin and Jack Haley on stage, 
and should pick up as it goes along 
to $25,000 at least, a nice improve- 
ment over recent takings. On the 
other hand, ‘One Hour With You’ 
threatens to be somewhat of a dis- 
appointment at the Penn, with 
Chevalier film running plenty be- 
low what was expected, and will 
be lucky to equal ‘Arsene Lupin’s’ 
Holy Week figure of $23,000. 

Fulton sailing along nicely with 
‘Beast of the City,’ backed by some 
stiff Hearst institutional advertis- 
ing, and may touch $8,000 for okay 
showing. ‘Murders’ looks good for 
Davis, with $4,000 indicated, while 
‘Cohens and Kellys in Hollywood’ 
isn’t expected to better $7,000 at 
the Warner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 





50), ‘Murders in the Rue Morgue’ 
(U). Horror film may surprise this 
spot. Got best opening day in seven 


weeks, and it was Good Friday at 


that. This burg still seems to go 
for corpses. $4,000 looked for, okay. 
Last week ‘Final Edition’ (Col) 
around $2,600, 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50), ‘Beast of the City’ 
(M-G). Good notices for this gang 


film and big splurge in Hearst pa- 
per won't hurt either. Should have 
no trouble coming through with 
$8,000. Last week ‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ (Par) satisfactory at $6,000. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-15-25) 
‘Police Court’ and ‘Local Bad Man.’ 
First-named picture brought down- 
town after three days at Sheridan 
Square in East Liberty and, with 





Hoot Gibson western, should man- 
age to click off $2,750. Last week 


scribed as flexible, is being tried by 
RKO this week in all houses. 


Trailer inculdes matter of six 
coming pictures. Titles will be 
changed weekly with a view to 


adding a fresh slant, since the reel 
will be used six weeks or longer 
in each house, or until pictures in- 
volved are on playdate, 

First group of pictures covered 
by trailer include (‘Girl Crazy,’ 
‘Cohens and Ko2llys in Hollywood,’ 
‘Westward Passage,’ ‘Symphony of 
Six Million,’ ‘State’s Attorney’ and 
‘Bird of Paradise.’ 





INDIE FINANCE TRY 


Hollywood, March 28, 

William Sherill, one time picture 
producer, and Harry Sherman, re- 
cently a supervisor at Metro, are 
forming an independent financing 
and releasing organization to op- 
erate from Hollywood. 

Sherill has been out of the pic- 
ture business for the past eight 
years. Distribution will be built 
around Sherman’s franchise idea 
which he tried to establish last year 
when he produced ‘Today.’ 





‘Secret Witness’ (Col) and ‘Sally of 
Subway’ (indie) $2,200. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75), ‘One Hour With You’ (Par) 
and stage show. Week-end figures 
presage something of a disappoint- 
ment for Chevalier, usually surfire 
here. Cricks liked it but not to ex- 
tent of ‘Love Parade’ and ‘Smiling 
Lieutenant’ and not more than $23,- 


000 indicated. Last week ‘Arsene 
Lupin’ (M-G) the same. 
Stanley (WB) (3,6€0; 35-35-60), 


‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN) and Benny 
Rubin and Jack Haley on stage. 
Acts expected to help considerably 
and with Barthelmess always good 
for certain amount of trade, WB’s 
downtown deluxer should pick up 
to around $25,000, best here in some 
time. Last week ‘Behind the Mask’ 
(Col) down to $17,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50), 
‘Cohens and Kellys in Hollywood’ 
(U). Unfortunate bookings bring- 
ing this one right in on top of an- 
other dialect film with George Sid- 


ney, ‘Heart of New York.’ The 
usual stuff and will be lucky to 
get by with $7,000 Last week 
‘Heart of New York’ (WB) down 





to $6,000. 


houses from the opening and a very 
big week, with holdver, very likely. 
Seven hundred and fifty local kids 
on the Fox stage are getting an 
unusually big week there. 


Estimates for This Week 
Michigan (4,045; 15-35-60-75), 
‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN) and stage 


show. Pola Negri in person not 
helping particularly but will do 
okay at $32,000. Last week ‘Danc- 


ers in the Dark’ (Par) was oke with 
$32,800. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-50), ‘Gay Cabal- 
lero’ (Fox) and stage show. Spee 
cial kiddies show with 750 on 
stage, all locals, getting plenty of 
relatives; will do nicely with sluff 
picture at over $20,000. House has 
very few box-office pictures to look 
forward to. Last week ‘Hotel Con- 
tinental’ (Tiff) mild at $18,600. 


Fisher (2,665; 15-35-60-75), ‘Are 
You Listening?’ (M-G) and stag 


show. Going along nicely with nice 
nabe business and will top $19,000. 
Last week ‘Broken Wing’ (Par) 
bad at $11,100. 
Downtown (2,750; 
Squadron’ (Radio). 


15-25-50), ‘Lost 
This picture 


leading town by comparison and 
will do well enough to holdover; 
about $23,000, sensational. Last 


week ‘Explorers of the World’ was 
not bad at $8,500. 

United Artists (2,018; 15-35-60- 
75-90), ‘Sky Devils’ (UA). Going 
along fair and wili wind up in the 
black at $15,000. Last week ‘Wiser 
Sex’ (Par) merely a stop-gap at 
$8,300. 

Paramount (3,448; 
‘One Hour with You’ (Par), Do- 
ing well but not as well as ex- 
pected; $22,000 pace will mean two 
weeks with third problematical. 
Last week ‘Final Edition’ (Col) was 
especially bad at $5,000. 

NEWARK 
(Continued from page ") 
‘Ladies of the Jury’ (Radio) bad at 

$12,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1.900: 
25), ‘Man I Killed’ (Par) and ‘Pleas- 
ure’ (Artclass) with ‘Business and 
Pleasure’ (Fox) and ‘Local Bad 
Man’ (Allied) and Petrolle-Bat fight 


15-35-70-70), 


ive 


pictures on split. The fight film 
can't fail here and should be good 
for $5,000. Last week ‘Hat het 
Man’ (WB) and ‘Ole Man Law 


(Col) with ‘Woman Commands’ ch 
KO) and ‘Private Scandal’ (tlead- 





line) on split did $3,600. 
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YOUR PROFIT 
IS Assured 


Se your box office 


faces three crucial | < Patt 














months—April, May, 23% 








— ee 
June—a period during oe only OUT- 








STANDING MONEY PRODUCT can. pull 








your theatres through to extra profits. It’s a real test of “‘the survival of the fittest. ” 


2 in normal times, this 1s often a period of uncertainty at the box office. It is doubly 


hazardous today when the BIG crowds will come out only for GREAT 


' 


Pictures—and there have never been too many of these. 











. been measured by the one yardstick of DOLLARS AT YOUR BOX OFFICE. 


The result is a group of pictures that will give your theatre receipts a 





decided immediate lift—and Paramount will keep them there! 


t.. from Paramount—and only from Paramount in any quantity—you get not merely 


Pictures you want—but pictures you absolutely MUST HAVE to protect your theatre investment. 


I are pictures that warrant and will get EXTRA PLAYING TIME from every 


%, 






Pog gor ass over ‘T Yfor the extra profits that are in them. And every exhibitor who 
cade ite 


“igs » them the proper handling—the extra play dates their obvious 





se F ceeeidinn box office qualities merit—will reap his reward in 
eis WE! py or: 


e® 
increased profits: And consequently Paramount will reward himz cS, S#A with even greater 


arent 


a3 54 box office. 





* Product in the future. ‘These are facts—proved in your own 
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— i, 


= is expending millions of dollars on severa/ pictures at _ 


a time when this is the exception, rather than the rule. 

Because Paramount realizes that RIGHT NOW 1s a critical test of box office values. Because 
RIGHT NOW is a time when outstanding product 1s literally worth its 
weight in gold. Because your theatre cannot continue to exist in 
these strenuous times without motion pictures PLUS “FP such 


as these from Paramount. 





ee is laying the foundation now for its policy 


: : e ate |e a, 
for the future—when every picture will be looked upon as a SPECIAL— _ bs ae 


a 


special in treatment, in cast, in production value, in dox office possibilities. . 





Ps built for longer runs, extra play dates, special 


handling and cooperation that Paramount anticipates from all exhibitors. 


Sn RIGHT NOW! With the Pictures described here, 


Screen them! Book them! Play them for extra time and extra profits! 
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Your Profit 
| IGHT sure-fire money-makers from Paramount (and more). 


Taking the crucial three-month period of April, May,June... 


P...out of the fog of uncertainty...into the assurance of Sure Profits! 


B.. Money Pictures... when they’ll do you the most 


good... ata time when your box office is crying for them. . 


ba know what Paramount Spring Product such as “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’’, } 


**Shanghai Express’’, ‘*One Hour With You’’, *°The Miracle Man’’ (to name a few) has done 


and 1s doing all over the country... 


| a are more that will keep your proht ball rolling up, | 


up and urp—And there will be more after these, and morc— 


Extra Playing Time, Extra Profits Pictures from 





Paramount! 





a 
} 
4 


4 


——— 








—— 
— 


77 


one 


Up, 


om 














@VARIETY’S” LONDON OFTICE, 8 St. Martin’s PL, Trafalgar Sq. 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON, 


Temple Bar 5041-5042 


FOREIGN 


FELN 


NEWS 


Cable Address: : 











“VARIETY’S” PARIS OFFICE, Paris Bide., 15 Boulevard des Italiens 
v ARINE Ws, PARIS, Central v1- “575 Louvre, 52-15 


= 














‘Shanghai, $53,650: 


WORLD’S ELE 


‘Hell Divers,’ 


a 


THAT PARI 


$40,700, Among Big London ee BELIES ACCOR D 


London, March 28. 
Continued unsettled weather con- 
ditions helped West End entertain- 
although 
the 


ment grosses generally, 
Sunday's 


cinema takings. 


downpour stemmed 


‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) at the Empire 
grossed a lusty $40,700, and the 
Plaza with ‘Aren’t We All?’ is 
equally bullish on the week with 
$51,800. Top money in the West End 
goes to Par’s ‘Shanghai Express’ at 
the Carlton with $53,650. First two 


holding over for a 
‘Shanghai’ is set in- 


attractions are 
second week. 
def 

Among the 
smith’ (UA) 


newcomers ‘Arrow- 
opened today at the 
Tivoli to turnaway business. while 
Jack Buchanan's. starrer, ‘Good 
Night Vienna,’ at the Capitol is ca- 
pacity. 

Dominion, under Charles Gulli- 
ver’s personal direction, has a stage 
presentation headed by Dora Mau- 
ghan, with five other acts and Unit- 
ed Artists’s ‘Deceiver,’ splendidly 
received and capacity. Miss Meu- 
ghan, besides her own act, is m. ¢c.- 
ing the bill, and quite a local riot. 
It’s conceded her best effort to date. 

Paris, March 28. 
weather here making out- 
the country a popular 


¥ine 
ings to 
pastime. 

ae few English visitors over 
the Easter holidays with the result 
that e Paris grosses were weak. 


PAT POWERS MAY BUY 
IN 50%, ON BRIT. INT. 


3ritish International is dickering 
with Pat Powers, with deal practi- 
cally set, for Powers to take over 





50% interest in B. I.’s American 
company. Auditors have been go- 
ing over the British company’s 


books for the past two weeks with 
a view to getting some partner in. 

Negotiations started on the prem- 
fse that Powers pay $25,000 cash to 
get in, and guarantee the British 
company $100,000 a year for two 
years on a 50-50 net profit split. 
Figures may be reduced somewhat 
before deal goes through. 

Joe Brandt was for a while con- 
sidering getting into the company 
but is now completely cold. 

Stanley Whiteley, B.I.P.’s_ secre- 
tary in New York, resigned Satur- 
day (26) with the request that he 
be allowed to leave immediately. 
He sails back .v England Friday (1) 
on the Majestic. With Sidney Gar- 
rett, formerly in charge of the New 
York offices, also dropped recently 
and not yet replaced, William Ray- 
bell is temporarily in charge. 

Arthur Dent, B.I.P.’s chief in Lon- 
don, is conducting the New York 
negotiations, 





Dowling Straightening 
Out Radio-Pathe Abroad 


London, March 20. 

Ambrose S. (Bo) Dowling, head 
of RKO’'s foreign department, is 
in London on a periodic visit. No 
politic: il significance for the Eng- 
lish market, but the straightening 
out of the Pathe, P.D.C. and Ra- 
dio Pictures tangle will be put 
through under his guidance. 

D. C., England, released the 
Pathe product for some time. It 
has now gone indie, with a produc- 
tion schedule of its own, and the 
Pathe product will go through Ra- 
dio here. 





UFA Relinquishes 4 


3erlin, March 28. 
Ufa is letting go of its Kurfuer- 
Stendam, Universum, Lehninenplatz 
and Koenigstadt theatres on April 
1, because houses are supposedly 

charged up with too-high rentals. 
German government's recent 
emergency decree makes the move 


Possible 





Good ’Nuf Reason 


London, March 20. 
On his arrival Harry Green 
was approached by Micky Bal- 


con, head of Gainsborough 
Pictures, to do a film. Harry 
asked $50,000. After Balcon 


recovered he asked Green why 
he wanted so much considering 


everyone here knows he is 
broke. Was it true? 
‘Sure,’ said Green, ‘that’s the 


reason.’ 














Must Settle ‘Sappho’ 
Rights to Clear M-G 


‘Inspiration’ Abroad | 


Paris, March 20. 
Baron Valentin Mandelstamm, 
French adviser to Metro-Goldwyn- 


Mayer 
producers, 


and several other American 


is currently settling with 
the heirs of Alfonse Daudet, 
of ‘Sappho,’ a difficulty 


the release in Belgium of 


author 
raised by 
‘Inspira- | 





| Both ERPI and RCA Want | 





TRICS UPSET 





PART \Conadbin Anti-Trust Suit Fails: 


No Price- Fixing, No Conspiracy 


_ - $$$ oO —_ 


M-G FINED $50 


to Know Who Will Pay | For Censorship Infraction in Cuba 


Tobis That $250 Per. 
Negative Reel? — Pro-| 
ducers Pass Buck to the 
Electric Companies 


$1,000,000 ACCRUING 


World’s electric and pa‘ent situa- 
tion is completely upset, with more 
mixups existing, now than at any 
time since the invention of talkers 
started patent claiming squawks in 
several parts of the globe. 


Agreements reached at the Paris 


Patent Pact two years ago, which | 
aimed at clearing up the interna- 


tional situations, have 


been practically disrupted with the 


boundary 


field, today, again an open market. 


Secret conference held in Paris 
months ago by German 
American electric companies leaked 
the that statements 
were given to the press to the ef- 


fect the meeting was for the pur- 


two and 


with result 


| pose of clearing up a few minor de- 


tion’ (Metro-Garbo.) Picture is | 
credited for dialog by Gene Mar- 
kay, but is said to be an adenine! 
tion of Daudet’s story. 

Daudet’s work, due to the then 
inexistent copyright laws, was in 
the public domain in America when | 
the film was made, and Metro, | 


though advised, made no settlement 
with the author’s estate. 

Recent release of the film in Bel- 
gium has given the affair a new 
turn, and a settlement will be ef- 
fected. This is usually more desir- 
able, since almost invariably Hol- 
lywood is accused of deliberate pil- 
fering, even in cases where studios 
are entirely innocent, 

Mandelstamm is planning a three 
months’ tour of Europe before re- 
turning to the U. 8S. 





McKeon Decorated 


Paris, March 28. 
Jack McKeon was awarded the 
Legion of Honor here. 
McKeon is the former Stanley 
official. 





Butchers, Ltd., on Coast 
After $20,000 Product 


Hollywood, March 28. 


Butchers, Ltd., English indepen- 
dent distributors, are endeavoring 
to procure product here, offering to 
pay a price for the British rights 
equal to the price arranged for the 
American. 

Thomas 
Butchers, 
with George O. 
Mayfair series. 

English company is interested in 
pictures that can be made for 
around $20,000. 


Varney, representing 
put over his first deal 
Weeks for his new 





Par’s Orig for Chev 
March 20. 

Leopold Marchand’s success with 
French dialog in ‘One Hour With 
You’ (Chevalier) prompted Para- 
mount to buy from him an orig- 
inal, ‘Le Tailleur au Chateau’ (‘The 
Tailor at the Castle’), also for 
Chevalier. 

This way cancel the 
idea of doing Alfred Savoir’s 
Duchess and Waiter.’ 


SUIT OVER RASPUTIN 


Paris, 


previous 
‘Grand 





Berlin, March 29. 
Duke Jussupoff, nephew of the 
late Tsar, had his lawyer claim $12,- 


firm 


mure- 


00C from Emelka because that 
showed him to he 
derer in the picture 
Jussupoff claims to 
participated in the plot. 
Emelka snubbed the demand. 


Rasputin’s 
‘Rasputin.’ 


only have 


|tails. Also announced that a price 
cut had been agreed upon for Eu- 
ropean royalties. 

Word from important inner cir- 





cles, however, is to the effect that 
the meet ended by a complete throw- 
ing up of all existing agreements 
and a ruling that the market from 
now on would be a matter of catch- 
as-catch-can, 

U. S. Erectrics Stall 

ERPI execs in New York, while 
refusing to talk on the matter, 
tend to substantiate the fact that 
the recent Paris meet ended in a 
break by saying that the Western 
Electric and RCA men at the meet 
were only unofficial representatives 
of the American companies and had 
no authority to sign or agree to 
any terms. 

One of the most troubling features 
is the fact that American producers 
and electrics are still at logger- 
heads as to which of the two is to 
pay the Tobis royalty of $250 per 
negative reel. Estimated by dis- 
tributor representatives that the 
royalties accruing to Tobis from 
American sound films imported into 
Germany is now well into $1,000,000. 

Most of the American companies, 
it is stated, have carefully figured 
their own additional royalties in the 
corporate surplus, generaily known 
as the suspense or emergency fund. 
Yet none, as far as can be learned, 
has made a payment of its own. 

Attitude of the American licen- 
sees of the electrics is that the 
electrics should pay the foreign 
freight. Electrics, however, do not 
see it that way. 

Another trouble-making issue is 
the fact that Europeans insist on a 
license rate cut, with Tobis and 
Klangfilm ready to cut. American 
companies, however, fear the prece- 
dent of such a cut. 

The Tri-Ergon (Fox) suit versus 
everybody is making things that 
much worse. Inside info has it that 
ERPI would like to get together 
with Tobis and fight the Fox suits 
ensemble, but cannot do so due to 
differences between the two com- 
panies on the other matters, 


Settling Porten Co. 
Berlin, March ‘£9. 

At a meeting of the creditors of 
Henny Porten Producing Co, 
proposal was made that the entire 
takings from the picture, ‘Luise,’ 
Henny Porten’s last production, be 
handed over to the creditors. 

Three-quarters of Mrs. Porten's 
income from her next two pictures 
will also be placed at their dis- 
posal, 











On ‘Cuban Love Song’ 


Havana, March 28. 
4 $50 fir was imposed M-G-M's 
ranch here for violation of presi- 
dential decree 361, Which calls for 


films going through censorship be- 


fore being exhibited to the public 
Film in question was ‘Cuban Love 
ss 

M -¢ \i inager’s p Vill 
Cuban authoritie is well as with 
the exhibitors is creatil i strained 
atmosphere, 


Rushing Out Stories 
In Public Domain to 
Dodge Scenario Costs 


Paris, 
Barber 


March 28, 
Maurice Dorothy 


Farnum (American) are 


and 


rushing the 


multi-lingual production of ‘Rob- 
inson Crusoe.’ 

It’s just another instance of the 
move in several parts of the world 


to rush into work classics and other 


stories in the public domain in an 
attempt to avoid paying big prices 
for original scenarios. 


Brewing Laffs 





Brussels, March 20. 
A brewer of Alost, Ghent, 
has a portable cinema outfit to buck 
up his sales. In five of the 
cipal cafes he supplies he 
two hours’ 
a week. 


near 


prin- 
gives a 
free show on one evening 
Silent comedies only are 
screened, the audience thus being 
induced into good humor and con- 
stant replenishment of glasses. 

Protests of unfair competition 
from local cinemas but as they gen- 
erally run a bar the complaints fall 
on deaf ears. 


Reorganizing Emelka 
By Recapitalization 


Serlin, March 28, 
Move of Emelka to straighten out 


its finances by increasing the 


shares and 
not officially agreed upon, 
already has the support of the 
French groups that are in on the 
German company. Capital rise will 
be proposed at the next Emelka 
meeting April 6. 30th Gaumont- 
Franco Film-Aubert and -athe- 
Natan have already signed agree- 
ments to be in on the new issue 
to the extent of $500,000. 

Edmond Corniglion-Molinier, one 
of the trustees of the French 
group, will take over the _ co- 
management of the German com- 
pany with General Manager Max 
Schach in Munich, 


Munich, March 290. 

At the next meeting, In April, cf 
Emelka (Muenchener 
kunst A. G.), the shareholders will 
be informed that half of the capital 
stock of the company is lost. 

Emelka’s balance sheets for 1930 
and 1931 show the absolute neces- 
sity for a thorough financial re- 
organization. The theatre depart- 
ment of the company is already 


heing revised and reorganized. 


amount of capital, 


though 


HOME WITH CONTRACT 
Holly March 28. 


ive, 


wood, 


dail F: British s 


here for London under 


Warners to write two 


contract to 
quota 
tures. 

He sails 
on the Eu 


from New 
Opa. 


York April 1 


Lichtspiel- | 


} 
‘t fin- | 
ishing as a writer at Columbia, left 


Toronto, March 28. 
‘Not 


monopoly, 


Bringing in a verdict of 


Guilty,’ after charges of 


malicious and fraudulent 


competi- 


tion, threatening of independent 


builders of new theatres, and stench- 


bomb raiding, had been leveled 


against leading film producers and 
major distributors, Mr. Justice Gar- 
row has announced his reasons for 
i mi ing é chat es oO coml a 
" oO vce 

In a judgment of 122 typewritten 
pages, the main question involved 
in the crown’s contention, says. his 
lordship, was, ‘Has the evidence 
established an actual or tacit agree- 
ment in this province, designed to 


have the effect. of preventing or 


lessening competition within On- 
tario or generally, the purchase, 
barter, sale or supply of films?’ 


His lordship answers this question 
in the negetive and, therefore, finds 
it unnecessary to consider the other 
two counts. He finds that there is 


a ‘great over supply of films in 
Canada." 

The sound film, says his lord- 
ship, involved in many cases in- 
creases of prices of as much as 
400% Nevertheless, everybody ap- 


parently who could play them was 
clamoring for sound pictures, and 
consequently much annoyed when 
they could not be secured. Of Louis 
Feigan, indie chain owner, who 
complained of difficulty in getting 
films, his lordship says, ‘his evi- 
dence of shortage of films amounts 
to nothing in substance.’ Of James 
who complained that a bomb was 
thrown in his theatre, his lordship 
says; ‘No doubt a bomb was 
but it was not established 
that it was thrown at the instance 
of any of the accused.’ 

Summing up, his lordship states, 
‘There was no attempt at price 
fixing between the exchanges. There 
was, on the other hand, consider- 
able rivalry and marked competi- 
tion. U=doubtedly Famous Players 
were striving to greater protection 
and their demands became so ex- 
cessive that the distributors rebelled. 
Beyond doubt, the tone of some of 
the demands were dictatorial but 
these demands were never acceeded 
to.’ 


TOBIS GROSS PROFIT 
$700,000 FOR 1931 


Berlin, March 20. 

Tobis (Tonbild - Syndikat - Aktien 
Gesellschaft) shows na gross profit 
of $700,000 for 1930-31, against $650,- 
000 the previous year. 

Expenses amounted to $200,000 
and after $500,000 approximately for 
write offs there will be a net profit 
of nearly $7,000. 

With regard to patents the com- 
pany has increased its position by 
further valuable rights and by the 
Paris meeting. A new branch has 
been established to handle records 
for picture music via the Polyphon 
Company. 


thrown, 





__—— —— 


New Slav Co. 


Prague, March 20, 
production company, 
ith a capital of 5,000,- 
crowns “has been established 
here, for the production of films 
which will interest the people of 
Czechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, Pcland 
and Bulgaria, 

Dr. J. Kralove will be the director 
| of the new 


| —,. 
‘FRANK’ HELD UP IN GERMANY 


March 26, 


A Slavic 
Lipa Films, \ 
000 





concern. 


Berlin, 


| Universal’s ‘Frankenstein’ was 

{ forbidde ? by censorst ip. 

| It will have to be recut before 

| being presented a second time for 
enso pio ul 


ik, tna nahi aN STI cil ages 
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KED THE CUSTOMER 











“Season’s biggest dramatic sock”, “Piles one breath-taking scene upon 

i , Fee another”. 

Rich with a thousand thrills”. “Ace thriller”. 

“A knockout”. “Left onlookers breathless and this ' 


reviewer limp”. 


“Jammed with box-office appeal”. 
. “Don’t miss this thriller”. “Women were hysterical”. 


“it will take your breath”. 















“DAWN PATROL’ 
AND “5-STAR 
FINAL” RECORDS 
SENT SPRAWLING 
IN HOLY WEEK 
AT N. Y. WINTER 
-GARDEN!-BOORS 
OPEN 9 A.M.-9 
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with Eric Linden—Ann Dvorak 
Directed by HOWARD HAWKS 
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You're in the money now!-Th 
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“Such spills, chills and thrills!” 


across the screen”. 


“Rip-roaring drama!” LOCAL ADS! 





“Cagney is grand.” 
— Graphic 


“Cagney is superb.” 


—Sun 


Cagney is made! . 
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IGHT OUT OF THEIR CHAIRS” 


THESE ARE JUST A WHISPER 


“Women can’t help but be thrilled FROM THE DEAFENING ROAR OF 
| and thrilled”. APPLAUSE BY NEW YORK CRITICS! 
“A smash-bang thriller thundering THINK WHAT THESE REVIEWS 


WILL DO FOR YOU IN YOUR 


“Joan Blondell fascinating.” 


~—- Mirror 


“Joan Blondell grand trouper.” 
—Journal 


“Joan Bilondell gets her audience.” 
— Graphic 


HYSTERICALLY HAILED 
BY EVERY FEMME 
REVIEWER IN TOWN 


Nothing more could be said 
about a motion picture ... 
When they talk like that, you’ve 
got to talk to your Warner 
Bros. Exchange! 


Here’s a hit far bigger than 
“Union Depot” or “Man Who 
Played God” or “Public 
Enemy.” You have to go way 
back to “Singing Fool” and 
“Gold Diggers of Broadway” 
to find anything like a parallel. 
If you don’t believe it, SEE with 
your own eyes at nation-wide 


TRADE SHOWING MARCH 31 
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sell. For the real auto nut the film] THE BROKEN WING 
ee R bd includes a flash at and a few lines 
. , -k a n 2a se 
bd Miniature eviews from such well-known demons of| Paramount production and release. Dia 
a, the track as Harry Hartz, Billy Ar- pene A ght Soe , Sape Ve z, Leo 
: arrilio, Meivyn ougias featured. Adapt 
a ng O S naan, pee Boag Fon gin og | made — by William @iavens Sech¢est anh motes 
. efeated riva n the climax spee Jones from play by Paul Dickey and Char! 
‘One Hour With You’ (Par). # , arlee 
joust. Goddard. Henry Sharp, photog. At the 
Chevalier in a saucy, boudoir Release rates as welcome audi- Ceeenent, Bee ete ween of March 25, 
4SECRETARY PREFERRED’ RICHY CRAIG, JR. romance, excellently supported ence fare which will likely shine Tee. Sheep: Berph tans Se bane Velen 
Playlet | ‘MAYBE ’'M WRONG’ by Jeanette MacDonald, et al., rather than scintillate at the box] Capt. Innocencio...............Leo Carville 
10 Mins. Farce and deftly produced by Ernst offices. Sid Fae BIATVIR. <a <0 s0000ssnelavye Dourlas 
. ; " x APlCY..cceseces orcas evens se %rge arbie 
Mayfair, New York = omg Y Lubitsch. Sure-fire if frothy ES rrr Te Willard Robertson 
RKO-Van Beuren trand, Vitach 1370-1371 screen fare, but cinch b.o. at all Missi b d Justin Batley...seseeeereeees sat rthur Stone 
‘Secretary Preferred’ is a comedy- | itaphone times issing Rem ran t cot NE SB a J — 
e id 2 ‘kT ttnawtw? 43 _ ; j lunacy _ CUB see ree weer ee arereesereee aire Doda 
dramalet from a ‘Liberty’ short Sixteen minutes of mild : 5 alle la acy teat aa fon 
short story by Frederick Arnold| which, after the opening scene, de- | ‘The Crowd Roars’ (WB). : . Cae Ttors anes - aa ee eee ; <i te 
Kummer, produced by RKO-Van|velops from four to six laughs per | Action and the Cagney name yg = Bg etm gg Pigg ons No iter 
Beuren Corp., Nat Ro-s, assoc. prod.,/ minute and sometimes more. a should make this a_ bright featured players; from ‘The Adventure ol Too much of a monolog by one 
and distributed by Radio. Se of old material, tye akilfully worker spot. Auto racing pegged on : — jaenten Ge Cath Series ana character to get far as a talker. En- 
It’s of familiar ‘cheating cheaters | up and it sounds new. a thin and uneventful acted Towler Mear: directed by Leslie Hiscott. | tire first half is just a stage-sette 
vag ¢ ” . tine Craig is assigned b a magazine Fowler Mear; directed by Leslie Hiscott; ¥ 
genera, dwelling on a con routine; Craig is assig y — story, but a majority of the RCA sound. At the Strand, N. ¥., week 
which has been done before in story| editor to visit a peculiar colony and 


and celluloid. Sole variation here} 
is that the jewels are not returned 
to the pseudo-envoy from the smart 
shop, but are kept by the sec, who 
meantime hadi been working fast 
herself so that her employer, who 
was the prospective victim, decides 
to keep them after all. 

Basic situation was first unreeled 
in WB’s ‘Blonde Crazy,’ utilizing a 
phoney calling card from the jew- 
elry shop as the prop to rectify a 


pseudo-error. 
Selmer Jackson, Arthur Hoyt, 
Craufurd Kent, Eleanor Hunt and 


Hazel Howell are the principals in 
the cast, with William Cowen cred- 
ited for adaptation and direction; 
screen play by Ruth Todd and Dick 
Smith, 

After the basic premise has been 
unfamiliarly unreeled there’s little 
else to sustain the interest. ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ was too popular with the 
film fans to be of further help. 

Film mentions Chryson’s as the 
shop, showing a label and a type of 
package-wrapping that is unique to 
Chryson’s, a Hollywood novelty- 
jewelry shop. The plug may be the 
answer to a new idea in meeting the 
production budget. Abel. 


‘JUST PALS’ 
With BABE RUTH 
Sports Novelty 
7 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Universal 


Here’s Babe Ruth showing how 
to hit, but he doesn’t over-exercise 
at it. Most of the time it’s kids 
who are doing the ball-playing, 
story paying more attention to that 
and a youngster who takes Ruth's 
advice before going in to redeem 
himself as a slugger. Not big filler, 
but oke. 

After seeing the kid bawled by the 
kid manager, Ruth takes him to a 
big diamond, there demonstrating 
his prowess with the bat and show- 
ing how to stand, bunt, choke and 
swing-hit. Kid returns, amazing 
his pals. 

Lou Breslow, on story, didn’t sup- 
Ply much, but it serves. Ben Sto- 
loff, maker of many features, di- 
rected. Char. 





‘SEA LEGS’ 

Comedy; 18 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Vitaphone Nos. 1355-56 

Generally good entertainment, 
with special song and dance num- 
bers. Theme suggested by week 
end cruise. This, however, is not 
too much of a plug for the boats, 
since it takes in lightly the domestic 
angle of a wife getting on the wrong 
ship and consequent spying on 
hubby’s activities. 

Script was unusually well defined 
for a short of this kind. Comedy 
relief breaks up the dance or song 
routine at timely intervals. 

Cocktail-shaking ballet behind a 
bar is one of the sprightly «~-°m- 
bles. Waly. 


SCREEN SNAPSHOTS 

Novelty Newsreel 

10 Mins. 

Translux, N. Y. 
Columbia 

If every theatre in the country 
has not already shown one of Grau- 
man’s Hollywood premieres. the 
handful that have not will do so 
in this subject. 

Material for a newsreel must be 
pretty scarce in Hollywood these 
days if the remainder of this foot- 
age serves as a criterion. 

Some clowning around about 
moving day, an orchestra, airplan- 
ing, ete., serve to introduce Mae 
Clark, Bebe Daniels, Ben Lv o and 
Laura La Plante. Waly. 


CURIOSITIES 
10 Mins. 
Transiux, N. Y. 
Columbia 

The African gulch, to jump into 
which is considered a privilege by 
tribal girls, leads off the latest of 
this series. 

The majority of this short, how- 
ever, is filled with familiar mate- 


leaves to reach the city in a taxicab 
which drives right into the lobby of 
the hotel. When he pays his fare 
the driver offers him the cab. This 
refused, another fare takes the 
wheel and the driver rides as pas- 
senger. 

From then on it’s a mixture of 
3urns and Allen and the film pro- 
duction of ‘Beggar on Horseback’ 
without a single serious line. Every- 
one is batty and in spite of the 
sameness of the appeal it stays 
fresh through a constant shifting 
of the characters opposite Craig, 
who sticks around for every inch of 
the footage. 

It’s idiotic, but it is undeniably 
funny and should get over any- 
where. 


HENRY SANTREY BAND 
‘SPREADING SUNSHINE’ 
Jazz Orch. 
9 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 

Vitaphone 1367 
Another vain effort to disguise the 
fact that it’s just another jazz band 
by tossing in an alleged sketch. In 
this case it’s a barn dance in a pent- 
house and the host explains that he 
was left a fortune on condition he 
settle down to farming, but the will 
did not say where, so he farms atop 
a skyscraper. 
Boys and girls, mostly girls, in- 
trude between the numbers, but do 
nothing much. Santrey leads sev- 
eral numbers and there is a croon- 
ing trio and a piccolo player who 
dances. 


THE CROWD ROARS 


Warner Brothers production and release. 
Features James Cagney and Joan Blondell. 
Ann Dvorak, Eric Linden, Guy Kibbee un- 
derlined. Story and direction by Howard 
Hawks; adaptation and dialog, S. I. Miller, 


Kubec Glasmon and John Bright. Camera- 
men, Sid Hickox, John Sletmar. At Winter 


Garden, N. Y., for grind run March 22. 
Running time, & mins. 


Joe Greer... cccecccssecces .. James Cagney 
AMMO .occcece ececcccccecccces Joan Blondell 
SOO 60 06sansesoere seaseeceséosnes nen DVGGEE 
Eddie Greer...cssccecceees +++-Eric Linden 
Da@ Greer...cccscoss ecccccoeses Guy Kibbee 
Spud .cccece §0+0500es 0000s. Frank McHugh 





Spectacular film which ought to 
fit the public mold and do well for 
the theatres. Its mainspring is ac- 
tion and that will see it through sat- 
factorily. 

All auto-race pictures lead to In- 
dianapolis, and there is no deviation 
from that schedule here. However, 
‘The Crowd Roars’ will be getting 
into the subsequent houses by the 
time Memorial Day comes around, 
and as that’s the holiday on which 
Indianapolis cleans up its publicity 
for the year, it won’t do this feature 
any harm either. This latest Cag- 
ney concoction will mainly gesture 
to the adolescents with its high 
speed appeal and will probably be 
the cause of many a bent mud guard 
around the country. It unfolds a lot 
of driving that’s easy to watch, and 
via Hawks’ direction carries a thrill 
as well. 

They'll toss off the story with 
minor consideration because it 
doesn’t rate and is on the wrong 
premise for heart interest from the 
start for American audiences. But 
it shows the boys wheeling under 
various track conditions, all more or 
less interesting to autoists, The se- 
quence of night racing is, perhaps, 
on the screen for the first time out- 
side the newsreels. Besides which 
the machines are shown churning 
up clouds of dust on a dirt track, 
probably the toughest driving of 
them all. 

Script doesn’t unfold unusual act- 
ing opportunities for any of the 
principals. It really amounts to a 
pale Cagney compared to his previ- 
ous delineations starting with ‘Door- 
way to Hell.’ In this instance he’s 
a front rank pilot who likes his grog 
and is mixed up with a girl by the 
time he revisits the old home town 
after achieving sport-page fame. 
The kid brother (Linden) has caught 
the racing bug, too, and this pro- 
vides the complication which has its 
source in the feminine angle. 

Cagney, having added the brother 
to his crew, can't reconcile himself 





rial, such as old newsreel ¢' >> 2nd 
biological tidbits. Waly. 


‘SPORT SLANTS’ 
TED HUSING 
8 Mins. 
Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Vitaphone 

Practically the same views the 
newsreels had of Lake Placid activi- 
ties six weeks ago. 


to having the kid on too friendly 
terms with the girl with whom he’s 
been living (Miss Dvorak). To re- 
taliate she sics her girl friend (Miss 
Blondell), also of the same stripe, 
onto the brother, with this latter 
situation developing into a romance 
which splits the brothers. During 
the race the night of the family 
scrap Cagney is out to make the kid 
take it, is boxed behind the youngs- 





Only different touch is the Husing 
explanation, which isn’t ccovrh. 
Bobsledding, skating, etc. Waly. 


ter by his mechanic, who knows the 
hattle is on, and, in a rage, Cagney 
forces Spud (McHugh) over the rim 
of the track to his death. It breaks 


footage devoted to three stir- 
ring contests. 


‘The Broken Wing’ (Par). 
Mex. story along lines of ‘The 
Dove’ without much novelty or 
strength. Too much of one 
character spoils chances. Lupe 
Velez, Leo Carrillo, Melvyn 
Douglas featured. 

‘The Gay Caballero’ (Fox). 
Poor western to come from a 
major studio but with George 
O’Brien, where he’s big, can 
get fair first run. Many houses 
will use it on double bills. 

‘Girl Crazy’ (Radio). Wheeler 
and Woolsey’s comedy antics 
save this one. Holds some laffs 
but weak and below par in sum 


total. The girly and musical 
stuff are susceptible to ex- 
ploitation. 

‘Local Bad Man’ (Indie) 


with Hoot Gibson, done from 
a story by Peter B. Kyne, off 
the beaten track of western 
yarns and nicely handled, with 
plenty of comedy. 

‘The Fighting Fool’ (Col). 
Not an A grade western, but 
plenty of action, noise and plot 
to help it. Tins McCoy does a 
sheriff. 











Cagney’s nerve; he’s a tramp when 
it’s time for the 500-mile classic, 
and it’s not until his brother hurts 
his arm that he steps in as relief 
driver and wins. 

On the saucer contests Hawks has 
received valiant service from his 
cameramen, Photographically this 
is a fine job, with the lens hounds 
supplying material which will hold 
eyes to the sheet. The director 
doesn't seem to have taken his own 
story too seriously, and the picture 
has been cut so that it just about 
holds the continuity together, al- 
ways with the hint that it’s anxious 
to get back to the track, which is 
guessing the audience for this pic- 
ture pretty nearly 100%. 

Any interest in the love theme 
will mostly hang on the Misses 
Dvorak and Blondell as a couple of 
good-looking girls and the expecta- 
tion to what degree Cagney will 
mishandle them. The promise the 
Cagney name has come to inspire, 
however, is not fulfilled. A matter 
of walk through parts for everybody 
except Linden, who makes the kid 
brother believable most of the way. 
Cagney’s penchant for the bottle 
and the two girls knowing what it’s 
all about when the picture opens is 
a cold shower for the love theme, 
something which Hawks apparently 
realized and just let ride. 

Laughs are involved only occa- 
sionally, the dialog blowing hot and 
cold and not rating importantly. 
It’s the action which will please and 


of March 25. Running time, 72 mins 


Sherlock Holmes........... Arthur Wontner 
Doctor Watson... ccccccsecces: Ian Fleming 
Mrs. Hudson..............-Minnie Raynor 
Baron Von Guntermann 

Francis L. Sullivan 
Aer rer es Dino Galvani 


oT ae. are re Miles Mander 
Ee. Vabeihsc cc cceccceeevnys« oe Jane Welsh 
Inspector Lestrade......... Philip Hewland 
Marquis de Chaminade..... Anthony Hollis 
BOOM so 0c cveceeesececesons Herbert Lomus 
An AGent.ccocccccecece eceess- Ben Weiden 
Chrmtam We cccccccccecccecscetcceces ‘Takase 


Starting off promisingly with a 
raid on a Chinese den in Limehouse, 
the picture reverts after this first 
sequence to a pace too slow to make 
for interest. It is not helped any 
by a poor adaptation which fails 


to add mental suggestion to the 
occasional spectacle of people shoot- 
ing off guns. Real suspense is al- 
most wholly lacking and the story 
is not made sufficiently graphic to 
hold the interest. Not for the de 
luxe houses and doubtful for the 
lower enc of the A classification 
unless as part of a double bill. 

The story relates to the theft of 
a Rembrandt painting which is 
brought into England in a chest of 
tea which also contains other smug- 
gled goods. The painting is spirited 
away as Scotland Yard raids the 
place, passing into the possession 
of the baron, who is an art dealer. 
As usual the Yard officials are the 
foils for Holmes’ superior powers of 
deduction and divination and the 
adaptors rather build on this Doyle 
weakness. 

The character of Holmes is im- 
possibly drawn, a combination 
clown and charletan who delights 
in crepe hair disguises and erupts 
with deductions with much the 
same tonal style of Robert Ripley 
reciting his ‘Believe It or Not’ shorts. 
These deductions are too frequently 
dragged in and slow up what ac- 
tion there is. Arthur Wontner 
neither acts nor looks the part. Ian 
Fleming is a pleasant but not con- 
spicuous Dr. Watson and Francis 
L. Sullivan, an Irishman with an 
English accent trying to do German 
dialect, is a bit hard on American 
ears. He patterns after Warner 
Oland, apparently, but is some dis- 
tance behind. Tawase, as a Chinese 
gangster, shines for a brief moment 
and then completely fades from the 
picture. 

The production has been expen- 
sively made as to scenery, but so 
poorly lighted as to lose much of 
its effect, and varying electrical 
pressure causes a pronounced flicker 
which seems to be inherent in the 
film, since the projection of the 
shorts on the same bill is uniformly 
good. 

The sound track does not always 
exactly match the timing of the 
lip movements, causing the voice 
to apparently travel around the 
screen instead of emanating from 
the lips of the players and a certain 
resonance suggests that Twicken- 





ham has not yet solved the prob- 
lem of proper sound reproduction. 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘One Hour With You’ (Par). 
breaking. Amusing fluff for urban 


worth. 


‘The Crowd Roars’ (WB). 


product for feminine audiences. 
‘The Broken Wing’ (Par). 


bad man. 


‘Tarzan, the Ape Man’ (MGM). 
his naive, primitive romance. 

‘The Gay Caballero’ (Fox). 
better than standard trappings. 
young ones so happy. 

‘Girl 


Crazy’ (RKO-Pathe). 


Wheeler-Woolsey gags, 





on this side. 


Sheer charm stretched perilously near to 
the provincials will feel they aren’t getting a full picture’s money’s 


Likable personalities robbed of sympathy 
by the trite coincidence of a motor track epic. 


quences, noisily prolonged and weakened by repetition, make this poor 





Theatrical make-believe, 
rated but enlivened by Leo Carrillo’s entertaining playing of a benign 
Feminine interest piqued by attractive personalities and a 
plot that endorses fortune telling, but fullest appreciation is limited to 
those neighborhood ladies who believe in dramatic cliches. 


Fanettes who oblige their men folk 
by accompanying them to an adventure-travelog, will exclaim over hand- 
some Johnny Weismuller and be entertained by sequences that describe 
But as a whole, this studio-shot, oft-times 
brutally unpleasant, African yarn will go begging for a feminine audience. 


The standard Western adventure story in 
Though they don’t especially seek it out, 
middle-aged ladies enjoy this kind of stuff, chiefly because it makes their 


Flash production, hoping to catch the 
flavor of Gershwin words and music, loses itself in a series of typical 
Cast and treatment unimportant to city girls 
who do not possess hinterland respect for a Broadway stage hit, 





‘The Missing Rembrandt’ (Wardour). Far too element’ry an English 
Sherlock Holmes picturization for the advanced students of film thrillers 


ladies, and acceptable as such, but 


Preponderant race se- 


verbosely nar- 


for what follows, and what follows 
isn’t important. 

Although ‘The Broken Wing’ was 
a play 12 or 13 years ago, much of 
its subject and character matter hag 
since become tritely familiar in pic- 
tures through ‘The Dove,’ ‘Cisco 
Kid,’ and others of the Mexicano 
type. Leo Carrillo essays the same 
sort of gay caballero role that high- 


lighted other plots of the same 
school, and_ that’ this talker’g 
weakness. Carrillo’s monolog ig 
entrusted with the big burden of 


carrying the production, but it 
doesn’t quite succeed. 
Lupe Velez’ performance is 


fiery, 
as usual, although lacking in be. 
lievable motives this time, making 


her love affair with the visiting 
aviator rather sappy. The idea is to 
plant Carrillo’s likeable traits, with 
his side villainy squared by acts 
of goodness. This was carried so 
far that most audiences will be apt 
to wish the love story would wind 
up the other way. The finish in- 
volving a win for the aviator, with 
Carrillo out, is more likely to dis- 
appoint than satisfy. 

Carrillo is the iron-handed outlaw 
boss of the locality and he's heavy 
on the make for Lupe Velez, foster 
daughter of an American resident, 
Her idea is that he’s not the right 
gent, but that the right one will 
show up. A stray aviator barges 
into a tree during a storm, making 
this Mex maiden’s dreams come 
true. 

The crack-up temporarily deprives 
the flyer of his memory. His even- 
tual return to normalcy, in the mane 
ner done, drew giggles at the Pare 
amount. On several previous occas 
sions the whistling of a whippoor- 
will suggests something of the past 
to him. Finally he recognizes the 
whistle as the opening bars of ‘Over 
There’—dissolve into marching sole 
diers and bands—whereu on he foils 
a dastardly plot to ease him out. He 
gets the girl, although the treatment 
gives the competing cabellero the 
edge on sympathy. 

Melvyn Douglas’ disappointing 
performance couldn't have been en- 
tirely due to short changing by the 
script department. He’s not alone, 
however, for George Barbier, Wil- 
lard Robertson and Arthur Stone 
were similarly handicapped. Bige. 


ONE HOUR WITH YOU 


(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount production and release, stare 
ring Maurice Chevalier in an Ernst Lue 
bitsch production, with Jeanette MacDonald 
featured. Directed by Lubitsch from screen 
play by Samson Raphaelson, from the play 
of Lothar Schmidt. Music by Oscar Straus; 
lyrics, Leo Robin; interpolated music by 
Richard A. Whiting; camera, Victor “Mil- 
ner. Runs 75 minutes at the Rivoli, New 
York, where it opened a day-and-date ene 
gagement with the Rialto. N. Y 


Dr. Andre Bertier........ Maurice Chevalier 
Colette Bertieh.....cces Jeanette MacDonald 
Mitzi Olivier........ ecccecce Genevieve Tobin 
MNEs 6055 00-540 60ee sees «».-Charlie Ruggles 
Pro€. Ollivier..cccccee eoecccess Roland Young 
Police Commissioner........ George Barbier 
oe aaa eccecce Josephine Dunn 
Detective....ccccce ecccccccce- Feichard Carle 
Policeman..... eccccccccecssCharies Judels 
Mitzi’s maid.......+..-+..Barbara Leonard 


A money picture—Chevalier prac- 
tically insures that—even if the 
screen treatment is a bit radical and 
may be open to debate as to how 
the hinterland will accept its un- 
orthodox presentation. But it’s a 
100% credit to all concerned, prin- 
cipally Ernst Lubitsch on his pros 
duction and direction, which re- 
quired no little courage to carry out 
the continuity idea. 

The unorthodoxy concerns Cheva- 
lier’s interpolated, confidential 
asides to his audience, in the 
‘Strange Interlude’ manner, although 
in an altogether gay spirit. Cheva- 
lier periodically interrupts the ro- 
mantic sequence to come down- 
screen for a close-up to intimately 
address the ‘ladies and gentlemen’ 
as to his amorous problems. 

It starts first with the opening 
scene in the Bois de Boulogne of 
Paris where Chevalier and his bride 
(Miss MacDonald) of three years 
are caught necking. The gendarme 
won't believe it’s legal so they re- 
tire to their home where, in a 
boudoir scene, Chevalier interrupts 
just in time for that first aside to 
tell the audience that they really are 
married. 

From then on Genevieve Tobin in 
an obvious ‘make’ role completes the 
triangle, with Chevalier periodically 
soliloquizing in a chatty, intimate 
manner (taking the audience into 
his marital confidence, so to spe..k) 
on what is he to do under the ¢fr- 
cumstances. The triangle is ad- 
vanced by Miss Tobin calling on 
Chevalier’s professional services 
(he’s a medico), with the climax 
reached by a divorce suit in which 
Chevalier is mentioned. 





The excellent Samson Raphaeison 
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ript is replete with many niceties 
and touches which Lubitsch has 
skillfully dovetailed, without over- 
doing the detail. 
” On top of that, Jeanette MacDon- 
ald is a superb vis-a-vis for the 
star, intelligently getting her song 
lyrics over in a quiet, chatty man- 


perrhere is quite a bit of lyric stuff, 
too, but it’s so naturally written in 
pimple metre, and so well done by 
the Chevalier-MacDonald duo and 
the others, that it takes on the guise 
of almost simple dialog. Only after 
the introductory verses have been 
gung does some of the real melody 
assert itself. Then only comes the 
realization that the smooth, rhyth- 
mic conversation was in metred 
oO 

wr raation is ultra throughout. One 
might not think two droll comedians 
like Roland Young and Charlie Rug- 
gies could sustain things in one and 
the same picture, but each is thor- 
oughly adept in the assignments, 
respectively, of the flirtatious wife s 
jiusband and the faithful swain of 
Miss MacDonald. 

Genevieve Tobin as the philander- 
jng wife does her stuff with an air 
throughout, while Josephine Dunn 
was equally effective in the formal 
banquet scene. 

‘One Hour With You’ holds a lot. 
Its saucy title is fortified by appro- 
priate boudoir stuff with the Chev- 
alier- MacDonald-Tobin-Dunn quad- 
rangle lending it everything for the 
romantic appeal. Basically, it has 
been skillfully made palatable for 
any audience, predicted as it is on 
the premise of a faithful husband 
very much in love with his wife, yet 
it is by no means denatured. The 
ensuing ‘love doctor’ stuff, motivated 
as being not of his own desire, 
thus has much of the censorial 
curse taken off it. 
curse taken off it. ‘Hour’ is patently 
of the Lubitsch technique. 


In the song department, Oscar 
Straus-Leo Robin-Dick Whiting 
have done exceedingly well by 


Chevalier and Miss MacDonald. 
Straus composed ‘We Will Always 
Be Sweethearts,’ the romantic duet 
sung by the star and his prima- 
Jead, while the title song (Whiting) 
has been built for rhythm. Whiting 
js also responsible for ‘What Would 
You Do” which constitutes one of 
Chevalier’s intimate audience num- 
bers. ‘Oh, that Mitzi’ is another 
novelty outstander as _ soloed by 
Chevalier. Others are ‘What a Lit- 
tle Thine Like a Wedding Ring Can 
Do,’ ‘It Was Only a Dream Kiss’ and 
‘Three Times a Day.’ Robin wrote 
all the lyrics for the Straus-Whit- 
ing tunes. 

‘Hour’ has been technically up- 
holstered to the nth degree. Boudoir 
and other sets, including an elabo- 
rate formal ballroom scene, are 
sumptuous. All other investiture is 
of sublimated quality. Abel. 


THE FIGHTING FOOL 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Tim MeCcy. Directed by Lambert Hillyer. 
Btory adaptation and dialog by Frank How- 
@rd= Clark. Photography by Benjamin 
Kline. tecording by Glenn Romeginer. 
Fiim editor, Otto Meyer. At Tivoli, N. Y., 
Yor one day, as half of double bill, March 
23. Running time, 57 minutes. 

Tim Colling...cotectssccocceccss Im MCCoF 
Pe cccccccccccee- Marceline Day 
Uncle John Lyman.........Wm. V. Mong 
Crip Mason...cscoccsccccecss-+-Rodert Ellis 
Bud Collins....scescceseeess-- Arthur Rankin 
a ee seeccesccceeess- Dorothy Granger 
BOON 6.6545 §600sdececeseccess sseeete DOGG 
Dutch Charley.......es++e.+--Bob Kartman 
Aunt Jane... ...-Ethel Wales 
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The action it contains is all that 
saves this horse opera from being 
just formula. Columbia cannot in- 
crease its western sales on strength 
of this one, especially in view of 
what indies are doing with plains 
drama. 

Picture starts out slowly, at- 
tempting to lay the groundwork for 
& quite plotty yarn. After it has 
brought in the girl, this time a 
niece for variation, story switches 
over to hero’s brother and a plot on 
the part of a mysterious outlaw 
figure, ‘The Shadow,’ to plant in- 
trigue. 

Then it wanders back to the girl, 
who at one point gets the w ong 
idea about the love interest, having 
&limpsed hero in a compromising 
Position with a dance hall girl 
Whom he had to pretend making 
love to in order to get evidence 
against the Shadow. 

Tim McCoy does the sheriff who 
Wins all battles, misses all bullets 
and nearly rides his horse to death 
One of the defects of this western 
is that it contains an overabundance 
of riding, with recording of horse 
hoofs finally making the ears almost 
ache. Considerable shooting also 
figures to make it one of the noisiest 
horse operas in a long time. 

There is an excellent fist fight in 
the first reel. In that there are a 
few laughs at the expense of several 
Supernumeraries, including a sleepy 
deputy sheriff. ‘Fighting Fool’ tries 
hard enough in all directions with- 
out Succeeding very well. One laugh 
is the nifty sock in the jaw deliv- 
ered by MeCoy for the big fight 
finish. This makes the picture a 
little different. 

McCoy is not an effective western 
type. He has an odd accent, partly 
Western, that sometimes does not 
reproduce so well. 

Femme interest, Marceline Day, 
Played fairly well. Char. 





LOCAL BAD MAN 


Hoffman production and Allied Pictures 
release, Starring Hoot Gibson, with Sally 
Blane, Hooper Atchley, Edw. Hearn, Bill 
Bobbins, Milt Brown, Jack Curtis and Edw. 


Peil. From the magazine story, ‘All for 
Love," by Peter B. Kyne. Screen play by 
Phil White. Directed by Otto Brower. 


Harry Neuman and Tom Galligan, cameras. 
Mildred Johnston, film editor. L. E. Tope, 
sound, Sidney Algier, production mer. 
RCA sound. At Loew's New York one 
day, March 22. as one-half double bill. 
Running time, 59 minutes. 


Hoot Gibson, who is about the 
only horse hero without a small boy 
tagging at his heels, gets away nice- 
ly in the adaptation from Peter B. 
Kyne’s short story, with comedy 
and drama sharing the footage and 
much of the comedy getting over to 
marked effect. 

Gibson is not really a bad man. 
The title is wished on him by two 
brothers, bankers, who aim_ to 
double their money by making an 
express shipment, holding up the 
train and blaming it on Gibson, 
keeping their coin and recovering a 
like sum from the railroad. 

When Gibson frustrates the first 
getaway, they stage it again, but 
this time Gibson is ready for them 
and traps the pair as they tumble 
out of the baggage car. Making the 
heroine the station agent gets her 
in logically. 

The story is leisurely paced, but 
makes up in movement what it 
lacks in plot action, and never gets 
tiresome, with Gibson turning in a 
nice performance and materially 
helped by Bill Robbins in a Slim 
Summerville character and looking 
not unlike that comedian. Sally 
Blane is not called upon for great 
moments, but she delivers nicely, 
and the heavy roles are played with 
more than the customary restraint 
for a hippodrome show. 

A good mix on a double bill and 
able to paddle alone in the lesser 
spots. Photography generally good, 
and sound excellent. 


GIRL CRAZY 
(With Songs) 


RKO Radio production and release. Fea- 
turing Bert Wheeler and Robert Woolsey. 
Produced by William LeBaron, directed by 
William A. Seiter. From the Broadway 
musical comedy, book by Jchn McGowan 
and Guy tolton: music and lyrics by 
George and Ira Gershwin Screen play by 
Tim Whelan; adaptation by Herman J. 
Mankiewicz; additional dialog, Eddie 
Welch; additional original music by George 
Gershwin; art direction, Max Ree; camera, 
Roy Hunt; sound, Hugh McDowell, Run- 
ning time, 75 mins., at the RKO Mayflair, 








N. Y¥., commencing March 24. 

Jimmy Deegan.....scessccces Bert Wheeler 
Slick Foster.....cccccccsees Robert Woolsey 
Danny Churchill............-Eddie Quilian 
Patsy .ccccccces ° eseee+-Dorothy Lee 
Tessie Deegan...cccscscesseees Mitzi Green 
Kate Foster. ..cscscccsseees . Kitty Kelly 
Molly Gray...... eccceostoececd Arline Judge 
Lank Sanders....cccssseses> Stanley Fields 
MAry.cccccccscrccvecseseserss Lita Chevret 
DORR cccicceseveccsocsce. Chris Pin Mare 


A load of those credits may be 
the answer to this weak sister, the 
second credited to Dave Selznick on 
the Radio lot. He was not as fortu- 
nate as with ‘Lost Squadron’ in 
salvaging this ’un which, under the 
original Bill LeBaron start, with 
William A. Seiter’s wandering 
direction, not alone necessitated re- 
takes but additional scenes and se- 
quences by the reel. The finished 
product is strictly a ‘B’ quality of- 
fering which is not enough for this 
light cost picture. 

Perhaps not much is to be an- 
ticipated from as light a libretto as 
‘Girl Crazy,’ and yet it could have 
had a bit more body to it, in cellu- 
loid transition, than what shows up 
on the screen. Paradoxically, the 
earlier sequences hold a belly laff 
or two, thanks to the Wheeler- 
Woolsey featured pair, but after a 
while it all becomes toc silly, as 
might be anticipated from the pic- 
ture audience viewpoint, which is 
more exacting on realism than the 
$4 musical comedy clientele. 


The matter-of-fact film fans 
will not brook the _ libretto li- 
cense which more sophisticated 


audiences, at a tenfold admission 
scale, are prone to accept. The 
picture bunch wants its plots, men- 
aces and romances straight, sans 
any Gershwinesque fol-de-rol. 

The plenitude of people concerned 
in mixing this musical stew is the 
answer to why ‘Girl Crazy,’ on- 
screen, even under expert celluloid 


portrayal, can’t hope to turn out 
for the best. 
That Radio can’t rush this one 


out fast enough becomes evident 
from the presentation musical tab 
vogue which the Gregory tatoft 
condensation of ‘Girl Crazy’ has set. 
The Gershwin show tab has been 
around extensively and it may be 
capitalized to some degree in those 
sectors where the presentation pro- 
log was exceptionally well received. 
ut while it may be worth some 
ballvhoo that now they should see 
‘Girl Crazy’ in its entirety, it's more 
of a certainty that, having seen the 
tab on-stage, the filmization, 
whether more complete or not, can 
hold little added allure. 

Wheeler and Woolsey are the 
natural bright spots throughout, 
Wheeler doing the Willie Howard 
assignment, naturally sans dialect. 
Woolsey is the gambling room 
dealer. Eddie Quillan is light- 
weight and not at all romantically 
convincing as our hero. Ariene 
Judge is a bit stronger as the vis- 
a-vis, but still no wow. Ditto for 
Dorothy Lee opp Wheeler. Kitty 





} 





Kelly has the tough assignment of 


‘Got Khythm,’ which is the sole 
song outstander retained and 
spoiled by over-production. 

Little Mitzi Green, now fast 


growing up, is a particular bright 
spot with her ‘imitations,’ which 
are naively dragged in as part of 
her pestiferous characterization — 
that of always wanting to break in 
an ‘imitation’ on an unsuspecting 
person. This finally cues into 
Crosby, Ates, Arliss and Edna Mae 
Oliver impressions, Ates and Oliver 
being of the Radio film family. 

A 





Tarzan the Ape Man 


M-G-M production and release, featuring 
Johnny Weissmuller, directed by W. S. 
Van Dyke Story from the ‘Tarzan’ geries 
of novels by Edgar Rice Burroughs, with 
adaptation by Cyril Hume; dialog by Ivor 
Novello. Cameramen, Harold Rosson and 
Clyde de Vinna; film editors, Ben Lewis 
and Tom Held. At the Capitol, New York, 


March 25. Running time, 70 mins 

OED . M64 0.0008.54600008% Neil Hamilton 
CORO Pics ccesicccs Maureen O'Sullivan 
James Parker........ -.+.-C. Aubrey Smith 
BEOM.. CURE csc cccsccece reer, Doris Lloyd 
ED bn6en0600096 «-+-Forrester Harvey 
Riano...... eves eecccccees Ivory Williams 


A jungle and stunt picture, done 
in deluxe style and carrying large 
draw possibilities from the follow- 
ing of the Burrovghs 
Tricky handling of fantastic at- 
mosphere, a fine, artless perform- 
ance by the Olympic athlete that 
represents the absolute best that 
could be done with the character 
and the nationwide interest that 
attaches to the printed original 
looks like sure-fire boxoffice. 

Picture itself, aside from the book 
interest, will carry the release, 
which has multiple angles of ap- 
peal. Footage is loaded with a 
wealth of sensational wild animal 
stuff. Suspicion is unavoidable that 
some of it is cut-in maferial left 
over from the same _ producer's 
‘Trader Horn’ (done by the same 
director, by the way). These se- 
quences have the stamp of verity, 
laying a convincing background for 
other matter that must have been 
done by technical tricks. The rea! 
thing is so obviously genuine that 
when they do work with a camera 
trick conviction is so set that the 
well-managed phonies never arouse 
suspicion. 

The idyllic side of the story has 
been shrewdly handled and fortified 
by romantic settings and pictorial 
beauty that entirely disarm the gro- 
tesque situation of a civilized Eng- 
lish girl falling in love with a young 
jungle savage, be he ever so ideal 
in stature and courage. Sequence 
of the young people splashing about 
a forest pool, for instance, has in 
it enough of visual beauty to dis- 
count any feeling of unreasonable- 
ness in the romantic situation. Be 
the situation however implausible, 
the mere poetic beauty of the back- 
grounds makes it all charming. 

Some of the stunt episodes are 
grossly overdone, but once more the 
production skill and literary treat- 
ment in other directions compen- 
sates for exaggerations. Tarzan is 
pictured as achieving impossible 
feats of strength and daring. One 
of them has him battling single- 
handled and armed only with an in- 
adequate knife, not only with one 
lion, but with a succession of a 
panther and two lions, and saved at 
the last minute from still a third 
big cat only by the friendly help 
of an elephant summoned by a call 
of distress in jungle language. 

Some of these incidents invited 
a mild giggle, but startlingly grace- 
ful leaps among the tree trops by 
Weissmuller, swinging through the 
branches on creeper vines and 
bending tree boughs provide the 
progress of the weird tale with per- 
suasive action. The athletic Johnny, 
in short, makes Tarzan believable, 
because he does. ith seeming ease 
and naturalness the things that 
Tarzan would do. 

The wild animal stuff is reraark- 
ably well managed. There is, for 
one thing, a monkey in the simian 
colony, of which Tarzan is a part, 
a medium-sized chimpanzee that is 
the last word in animal acting, the 
ultimate in animal high comedy, 
fleeing in terror from a pursuing 
lion, carrying messages for Tarzan, 
or making friends with the girl. 

Picture has its thrills. One of 
them is Tarzan’s swimming of a 
wide river, pursued by alligators, 
only to be saved in the nick of time 
by a friendly hippopotamus which 
swims up, takes the hero on its 
back and ferries him safely to 
shore. This trick was accomplished 
with utmost realism, although the 
inference is obvious that it was a 
device. What carried it over was 
a previous sequence showing a river 
full of hippopotami. probably a 
dozen or 15, and likely a cut-in 
from the genuine stuff gathered for 
‘Trader Horn.’ Once the idea was 
planted the subsequent trick slipped 
by. 

Story that introduces the Tarzan 
character is slight, but played by 
the cast assembled with simple di- 
rectness that makes it as accept- 
able as possible. An English trader 
(Cc. Aubrey Smith) and his young 
partner (Neil Hamilton) are about 
to start in search of the traditional 
elephants’ graveyard where ivory 
abounds, when the elder man's 
daughter from England (Maureen 
O'Sullivan) appears at the trading 
post and insists upon going along. 


book series 





The three start on their dangerous 
project with a crowd of African 
natives. The adventures grow out 
of their travels, ending with their 
capture by a band of pigmies 
(where they gathered half a hun- 
dred dwarfs for the purpose is an- 
other Hollywood miracle) and es- 
cape when Tarzan once more calls 
upon his elephant friends for a final 
sequence recall, by its rush and 
Whirl, the finish of ‘Chang.’ 
Miss O'Sullivan acquits 
well in a difficult role, 
performance of Weissmuller really 
makes the picture. Wheti.er the 
swimming champ will ever find an- 
other such outre role to play is the 
barrier to his career on the screen, 
but for this production he's a 
smash. Rush. 


herself 
while the 


THE GAY CABALLERO 


Fox production and release. Directed by 
Alfred Werker. From novel by Tom Gill, 
with screen adaptation by Philip Klein and 
Parry Conners. Co-features George 
O’Brien, Victor McLaglen, Conchita Mon- 
tenegro and Linda Watkins. Film editor, 
Al De Gaetano. Photography by George 


Schneiderman, Recording by Eugene 
Grossman. At Rexy, N. Y., for week 
starting March 25. Running time, 64 mins. 
SOG Bes 0.0.0 c0deseswins George O'Brien 
Don Bob Harkness........ Victor McLaglen 
Adela Morales......... Conchita Montenegro 
f B SPPerr ie ee Linda Watkins 
Don Paco Morales........ Cc. Henry Gordon 
‘i ee er eee. Weldon Heyburn 
BEGsOe BOER «0004 6k60400 Willard Robinson 
MOOR nanccdcs 64s40ebeEs Martin Garralaga 
Tuan Rodrigues. .......ceseeses Juan Torena 


Possibilities never were sweet for 
westerns on Broadway. When they 
are no better than ‘The Gay Ca- 
ballero,’ which in adaptation, direc- 
tion and continuity does not evi- 
dence much care, their chances are 
not very good elsewhere. Picture 
will reach first runs in smaller sit- 
uations and down the line, depend- 
ing on policies and theatres, will 
single it, but its greatest circula- 
tion doubtless will be in double- 
billers. 

The title, suggesting Mexico and 
the type of film fare that made ‘In 
Old Arizona’ (Fox), first of the out- 
door talkers, a big attraction, may 
help in spots where that one is re- 
membered. ‘Gay Caballero,’ how- 
ever, is still a western despite the 
leaning to Mexican atmosphere and 
the trend toward avoiding cowboy 
stuff. 

There’s nothing strikingly orig- 
inal about the story unless it’s the 
efforts of a Mexican to build up a 
kingdom for himself along the bor- 
der by driving out those who would 
settle. He is being bilked in his 
plans by a mysterious figure known 
as El Coyote, who unknown to his 
friend from the East (O’Brien), 
carries on his ganglike warfare. 

Victor McLaglen plays this char- 
acter. He looks funny carrying big 
western revolvers, but makes the 
part stand up as far as it will, 
which, unfortunately, isn’t very far. 
O'Brien's role is like that in an 
obstacle race. He goes west a‘: a 
tenderfoot, meets the girl quickly, 
learns to ride fast, stirs enmity of 
a suitor rival, puts up a fist fight, 
sits around and listens, rides in the 
desert and at one point when no 
one could think of anything else, he 
plays football with a bunch of kids. 

The love interest never gets a 
foothold, but the fight in a cantina 
between O’Brien and his Mex rival 
is one of the most actionful in a 
long time, with O’Brien falling back 
on some wrestling tricks. 

Direction is far from flawless. It 
shows its hand in the first 100 feet, 
when O’Brien, driving a car at good 
speed over a desert road, is looking 
to one side for a long stretch. The 
attempt at comedy is weak, and 
permitting Conchita Montenegro to 
go emotional is worse. 

Miss Montenegro does not have 
the average points in her favor to 
start with, but when she _ tries 
drama she is being unwisely di- 
rected. 

There’s plenty of the Fairbanks- 
ian acrobatics, some of it implaus- 
ible. 

Nearly everyone drew thankless 
roles and dialog in this feature but 
Linda Watkins as El Coyote’s girl 
friend got the poorest ieee all. 

ar. 





Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 
gar McGregor is on the way from 
New York to stage it. 








Templin Sues U 
Dan M. Templin, technical direc- 
tor, is suing Universal for $1,000 
he claims for services in preparing 
suggestions for a picture about 
3oulder Dam. 


Rushing Clock 
Dick Schayer met Carl Laemmle, 
Jr., at La Junta, Colo., so the Uni- 
versal chief could look over re- 
cently completed scripts before he 
gets to Hollywood. 


U Drops tdea 
Office of exploitation counsellor, 
ereated for Frank Whitbeck at Uni- 
versal, has been abolished, now that 
Whitbeck is doing it at Paramount. 





Opera in Whiskers 
Grand operas being tabloided in 
sound shorts by Kendalli-DeVally 
will get sugar coated titles from 
Educational: ‘My Lady of the 
Evening’ (‘Martha’), ‘Idol of Se- 


| inate in 





ZWE! IN EINEM AUTO 
(‘Two in a Car’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, March 20. 

Deutsches Lichtspiel-Syndikat productica 
and release. Direction, Joo May. A mu- 
sical comedy by Ernst Marischka and 
Bruno Granichstaedten. Music by Brune 
Granichstaedten. Musical management, 
W. Schmidt-Gentner. 
Cast: Karl Ludwig Diehl, Magda Schned- 
ler, Richard Romanowsky, Ernst Verebea, 
Kurt Gerroh, Heinz Gordon, Max Nadler. 
At Gloria-Palast, Berlin. Running time. 90 
minutes. 


This picture is expensive, but one 

does not notice it, and secondly, the 
budget has been surpassed by the 
director, Joe May, by nearly $150,- 
000, which at the present unfavor- 
able economic situation here in Ger- 
many means it will be rather im- 
possible to get the production cost 
back. 
; Nevertheless the picture is charm- 
ing. Joe May’s talent of direction 
is not so very much felt, but Rich- 
ard Romanowsky, the comic, makes 
the public roar and scores a per- 
sonal success. Carl Ludwig Diehl, 
who plays an English Lord, is alse 
an excellent actor. Same is true 
of Magda Schneider, who dances a 
lot. The authors, Ernst Marischka 
and Bruno Granichstaedten, have 
created charming situations and 
some funny scenes for the comic, 
Richard Romanowsky. 

Sound is to be criticized. It was 


recorded in the Paris studios of 
RCA and is so bad that one can 
only understand with great effort. 


This will be a drawback for the en- 
tire picture, 
Bruno Granichstaedten’s music is 


very nice but not catching. Picture 
is hetter suited for the provinces 
than the big cities. Magnus. 





L’AFFAIRE BLAIREAU 


(The Blaireau Case) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Paris, March 20. 

Alex Nalpas production and release. D#- 
rected by Henry Wulschleger. Sccnarte 
by Max Dianville, from an Alphonse Allais 
story. Dialog by A. Mouezy-Eon. Musie 
by C. Oberfeld; lyrics by Ch. L. Pothier 
and Rene Pujol. Recorded Radio Cinema. 
Running time, 90 minutes at the Gaumont 
Palace, Paris. 

Starring Bach; featuring Montel, Georges 
Tre ville, Allibert, J. - Martin, Renee 
—— Pierre Juvenet, Alice Tissot and 
others, 


Audiences will find this one a 
pleasant relief from the highbrow 
stuff with which they have been fed 
plentifully of late. Film doesn’t 
pretend to be anything but a pic- 
turization of a gross farce, which 
appeals to the love of the public te 
see a drunken scamp playing 
pranks with the gendarmes, justice 
and social values. 

Casting Bach, popular comedian, 
who acts, photographs and registers 
well, to play the central part, makes 
the film go. Sequences in which he 
doesn’t appear look dull by com- 
parison. 

Technically, film its below par, 
with poor photography and sound 
terrible, including obvious sound re- 
takes poorly synchronized in places. 

The femme element in the film is 
secondary, Renee Veller’s pulchri- 
tude hardly gets a play, and Alice 
Tissot has a strictly character part. 
The men are good, but mere support 
for Bach, who is all important. 

Some of the dialog gets laughs, 
but most of them result from situa- 
tions cleverly acted by Bach. A few 
songs are thrown his way, but they 
certainly add nothing to the comedy 
and tend to slow up action already 
dragging in places. 

As is, film is fair entertainment. 
For the French masses a b.o. bet. 

Mazi. 





ville’ (‘Carmen’), ‘Vendetta’ (‘Rus- 
ticana’). Next one made will be 
‘Faust’ as ‘Walpurgis Night.’ 





Katz Again in May 
Sam Katz’s next Coast visit will 
be in May. The Par exec started 
back to New York Wednesday (23) 
with Emanuel Cohen. 


Couldn’t Refofm Ruby 

Disgusted with an aged looking 
hat worn by Harry Ruby, Eddie 
Cantor led him to a hat store, 
snatched Ruby's lid and jumped on 
it. Cantor then bought him a new 
kelly. 

Ruby thanked Cantor, picked up 
the crumpled hat and, handing it to 
the proprietor, said ‘Clean this, 
please, and senc the bill to Mr. 
Cantor.’ 

‘Photoplay’ On Air 

Film stars’ lives will be drama- 
tized on the air in a series of CBS 
broadcasts sponsored by ‘lV’hoto- 
play’ magazine. Programs will orig- 
Chicago with Maude 
Latham gathering material in Hol- 
ly wood 





Not History Yet 


Agents may be claiming a vic- 
tory too soon in the lengthy Joyce 
and Selznick-Samson Raphaclson 
commission suit. Charles K. Velde 
man, Raphaelson’s attorney has 


filed an appeal from Judge Curtis’ 
decision favoring the agency. 





Dan Venturino, Paramount direc- 
tor, is sailing to Tokio to film Jana- 
nene scenes for ‘The Far East.’ 
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‘Mo film out of Hollywood can compare with it’ 


««e«-BOSTON AMERICAN 
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MUSIC, COMEDY, ROMAN 


With Vienna’s Dazzling Charmer 


RENATE MULLER 


Europe’s Newest Gift to Hollywood 


JACK HULBERT 


Funniest of All Comedians f 
OweN Narts - Morris HARVEY, 

And The 

Novelty Typist’s Chorus 


“Miss Muller turns into a screen sensation... 
overnight a star of the first water... heralds a 
new era on the screen.’ — Boston Daily Record 


I\DARINGLY DIFFERENT 
“I 


; “No less than revolutionary .;. even the 
great Ernst Lubitsch never achieved quite the 


unusual effects ... extraordinarily daring.” 
— Washington Post 


“Nothing could be funnier . . . its makers 
may well be proud.’—Boston Herald 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
IMMEDIATE BOOKINGS 


— Just when you need novelty, 
freshness and something to talk 
about! 
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By Epes W. Sargent 








Near the Payoff 

Last fall an exhibitor, who de- 
pends @ great deal on his rural 
patronage, announced he was going 
to give a May party to all who at- 
tended his show on the coldest day 
of the winter. He has been using 
publicity on the idea ever since. 
First really cold day everyone was 
asked to write his name and ad- 
dress on a card, The next time a 
cola snap drove the mercury down 
pelow the earlier level a new set 
of cards were written, with others 
at each succeeding low reading. So 
far 12 below is the record, but he’s 
still waiting. 

As Sunday shows are not per- 
mitted, he is going to give the party 
the first Sunday in May, by invita- 
tion only, and a single performance. 
Plans to make it a gala event with 
a special feature and some side 
stunts to run about two hours and 
a half. Figures that he can af- 
ford to do this since he has played 
to unusually good business every 
cold day. Helped his bad weather 
business and gave him something 
to talk about for four months, Plans 
to encore next fall. 


Schools’ Art Exhibit 


Ft. Wayne. 
Second annual art exhibit of the 
public schools was held at the Par- 
amount theatre, drew favorable 
comment and also served to stim- 
ulate business, 
Show extended over four weeks 








Ads in Pills 


Chicago. 
title and 
subject matter of the film was 
pulled here by Al Dezel for his 
‘Should a Doctor Tell?’ at the Cas- 
tle. 

Distributed by Western Union 
carriers were 20,000 regular medi- 
cine style transparent capsules, but 
in each capsule was rolled a small- 
type ad for the picture. 


Druggist’s Idea 
New Haven. 

Local druggist pulled a fast one 
on a competitor two blocks away. 

Rented outside wall of competi- 
tor’s store and plastered it with 
a sign reading: ‘Try A "s (Chis 
own) drugstore first’, 


60,000 Smokes 


Cigarette companies are hustling 
for business just now, and some of 
the press agents are tying in. One 
such was made by Larry Cown, 
who does the publicity for a couple 
of RKO theatres in New York. 

Promotion was 60,000 of a new 
brand, each enveloped with the urge 
to smoke the new cigarette and see 
the current picture. The 60,000 cig- 
arettes were split between two 
houses, 


Hooking in wth. the 





Bootleg Profit 


Desiring to stress the bootleg 
angle in a picture, an exhib offered 
a free matinee ticket for each 
empty whiskey bottle turned in at 
a certain performance. He _ got 
about a hundred bottles, which 
gave him a flossy lobby display. 

ligured he’d have to pay to have 
the bottles carted to the city dump, 
but a bootlegger offered him $5 
for the lot and did his own hauling. 


Six Changes 


One pioneer exploitation hustler 
Writes that his house has gone daily 
change, for which reason he no 
longer works any big lobby stunts, 
trusting to lobby and screen to get 
them in. 

Manifestly impossible to work up 
interest in six capaigns each week, 
but a little extra work in behalf of 
the best bet of the week should be 
Worth something. Exhibitor admits 
the abrupt cessation of stunting 
has some effect on the business, 
but does not seem to realize that 
working on one of six titles has at 





least an indirect value to the 
others. 
‘Newsette’ 
" San Francisco. 
Four-page ‘newsette’ being dis- 


tributed to customers of the Fox El 

Capitan, naborhood. Rufe Plair do- 

ing the columning for the publica- 

per of which 10 to 20,000 copies are 
rinted, 





Costume Balls 


With dance places jazzing up after 
Lenten depression, it’s a good time 
to cut in on publicity with a cos- 
tume ball for prizes for the best 
impersonations of players in pic- 
tures to be seen at the theatre. It 
Can be used to advertise the pic- 
tures for two or three weeks. 





Gives Groceries 
n Hamilton, N .Y. 
t) 7eorge A. Miller, of the Smalley 
amy fave away six bushel bas- 
A'S OL groceries. Promoted the stuff 








General Motors’ Splash 


General Motors’ 55 auto 
shows, with entertainment fea- 
tures and using radio impor- 
tantly, starting Saturday 
will cost around $2,500,000, ac- 
cording to G. M. men. 

In addition to institutional 
advertising in 55 cities, through 
a special arrangement with 
NBC, 27 different one minute 
interruptions on ether pro- 
grams will be made during the 
exhibit week to announce 
shows, talent, etc. Plus that, 
the regular weekly half hour 
broadcast of G. M. on WEAF, 
New York, will be increased to 
a full hour April 4. Program 
will combine artists of all pro- 
grams G. M. has had on the 
air, including the units of 
Buick, Pontiac, Chevrolet, 
Oldsmobile, Frigidaire and 
other subsidiaries, 

Dealers all over the U. S. 
will tie in locally with the na- 
tional campaign through ad- 
vertising, special showings, 
ete., this in all towrs where 
G. M. will not itself put on the 
exhibits. 

Admissions to all exhibits 
will be free and with a view to 
encouraging attendance there 
will be contests in each of the 
55 keys, prizes for which will 
be cars, ice boxes, etc. 


(2), 











from local stores and filled six bas- 
kets, each supposed to contain a 
week’s supply of groceries for the 
average family. 

Made the distribution on a Satur- 
day night when everyone could 
come. Figured to get more business 
then than he could build on a week- 
ly night and so ahead on receipts. 


All Set 


An exhibitor has his stunt picked 
already for ‘One Hour With You.’ 
He intends having cards printed 
reading “Dear , May I have one 
hour with you at the Bijou theatre 
next Saturday.’ It’s the new Cheva- 
lier picture, and I’m sure we'll enjoy 





it. In any case it will be one hour 
with you.’ There is a line for the 
signature. 


Intended to hand these out to the 
high school boys and girls along, 
leap year. 





Phones Queries 


Something new is being worked 
out west by a house manager who 
calls possible customers on the 
phone the second day of each pic- 
ture and asks them what they 
thought of the show. If they tell 
enough to convince the inquirer that 
they actually saw the film, their 
names are taken and tickets for the 
following night sent them. 

Inquiries are made until the five 
pairs of tickets have been disposed 
of. 





Showed the Express 


Toy railroads in elaborate sets 
used to be one of the best lobby 
pullers in the business and worked 
almost as well in store windows. 
Adults, particularly men, seem fas- 
cinated by small trains. In numer- 
ous instances the power had to be 
shut off now and then to clear the 
lobby. 

Lately the idea appears to have 
dropped out, but it made big busi- 
ness for one theatre showing 
‘Shanghai Express.’ 


A Window Show 


If a microphone and loud speaker 
are available, an excellent window 
show can be fitted up by making 
dummies of the smaller size long 
pants suits the children now af- 
fect. They are tacked to a sheet 
of compoboard in such @ manner 
that two men can fit their heads 
into the openings of the false shirt 
fronts. Gives the effect of two mid- 
gets with large heads. 

They keep up a running fire of 
comely talk in a show window, re- 
layed to the crowd in front of the 
glass by the mike and reproducer. 
About every third joke is some ref- 
erence to the attraction being ad- 
vertised. 








Ear Wiggling 
“ Seattle. 

One of the funniest stunts in a 
blue moon has been developed out 
here in the west. A short time ago 
Joe Cooper, mgr. to the Orpheum, 
Spokane, admitted free all who could 
qualify at the door as ‘ear wigglers.’ 
Same gag was tried here at the 
Orpheum. House then went one 
better and pulled an ear-wiggling 
contest on the stage. Stage 
right up. 





filled | 


For the House 


Managers have become so used to 
looking to the pres books for exploi- 
tation and general press work that 


|} they have come to feel that all ad- 
| vertising must center 


on the cur- 
rent feature, 


One manager was much surprised | 
ed | 


once when a reporter h 
be around when the vacuum clean- 


aT 
ippe I 


|er bags were emptied. He went back | 
on | 
in a} 
week, and wound up with a graphic 
| picture of the size of the heap by 


to the office and wrote 
the amount of dirt per day, 


a story 


the end of a year. And more per- 
sons spoke to the manager about 
that story than he has heard from 
on any hundred pictures. 

Now he doesn't wait for the re- 
porter. He thinks them up for him- 
self, 





Neighborly Service 


A Brooklyn theatre is making 
plenty of friends with a new style 
of service to patrons, suggested by 
the downtown checkroom idea in 
use around Xmas. Theatre sent 
out a notice which read: ‘If you are 
expecting a delivery from a de- 
partment store and do not intend 
to be home to receive it, instruct 





the 
Tell us when you will be at home} 
and the parcel will be sent around | 
at that hour.’ 

Although the gag has been in use 
less than two months, the number 
of parcels received daily range be- 
tween 15 and No c. o. d. par- 

are received, but all others, no} 
er how bulky, are taken in and | 
delivered when requested. It helps] 
draw away from the opposition. 


9c 
ranks 
ceis 


matt 


Quicker Complaints 


Los Angeles. 

So that managers may have ad 
campaigns on hand before picture | 
releases, Fox-West Const’s Man- 
agers Ad Manual starts this weck 
to publish complete campaigns on 
all major productions as soon as 
they've been previewed in Los An- 
geles. 

This is similar to the procedure 
followed on ‘Last Word,’ the man- 
ual’s predecessor at F-WC a.d is 
being done because managers com- 
plained that they were getting cam- 
paigns too late under the former 
method of waiting until pictures 
had played Los Angeles before 
sending out the selling pointers and 
mats. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS | 





San Francisco. 

Phil Frease building a 1,000-seater 
in Pittsburgh, Cal., near here, July 
1 opening expected. 

Mabel Shawn has purchased the 
Rialto, Oakland, from Crook & 
Mosher. 

J. A. Harvey, Jr., taking over the 
National, at Woodland, from Na- 
tional Theatres, Reopening May l. 

Charles Huey from Fox Grand 
Lake, Oakland, to p. a. post at Fox 
Oakland. Bill Mitchell from mer. 
at U. C., Berkeley, to Grand Lake. 
Berkeley house for Clarence Laws, 
city mgr. for F-wC. 





Des Moines. 
S. N. Fangman, former mgr. of 
Ames theatre, Ames, Ia., to the 
Rialto at Boone, succeeding C. V. 


Lyman, to Kansas City for Fox- 
Mildwest. 

Andy Roy, mgr. for RKO-Para- 
mount at Cedar Rapids, Ia., suc- 


ceeded by L. P. DeWolfe, formerly 
of New Orleans. Roy to manage 
RKO Orpheum, Omaha. 

Mrs. A. C. Spraker, Des Moines, 
has purchased the Iowa theatre, 
Logan, Ia, 

Chas. Jennings and Donald Oakes 
have purchased the Lyric, Columbus 
Junction, from Ralph Kelly. 


Cincinnatt. 
RKO takes over operation of the 
Orpheum, second-run house at 
Peebles Corner, April 2, 
Joe Gotez, manager of the Para- 
mount, will also manage the Or- 
pheum., 








Seattle. 
Bob Armstrong managing Liberty 
during illness of Frank Coyle, con- 
fined to hospital. 





Elmhurst, L. L 
Victory theatre, closed for two 
years, will reopen. 
Los Angeles. 
Richard Moss, manager of United 
Artists, will move to the Paramount 
in similar capacity when U.A. 
Closes March 22, 





Los Angeles. 

Houses in southern California ter- 
ritory closed: 

Oji, Oji; Red Lantern, Brea; 
Fuena Park, Buena Park; State, 
El Segundo; Princess, Los Angeles; 
Strand, Oxnard. 

Theatres reopened: Victory, Bur- 
bank, by H. Y. Herond; Downey, 
Lowney, by Frank Valuskus; Ox- 
nard, Oxnard, by Deitrick and Feld- 
stein; Diana, formerly Rivoli, San 
Diego, by Nevins and Stoll; Saboba, 
San Jacinto, by H. Hoffman, Strand, 
San Pedro, by former owners. 

New ownership: Rainbow, Glen- 
dale, Ariz. to L. M. Parks; Fairy- 
land, Anaheim, to Anaheim Thea- 
tres, Inc., M. A Arthur, mgr.; Home, 
Long Beach, to David Hunter; Al- 
hambra, Los Angeles, to Perk 
Swope, for foreign pictures; Sun- 
kist and Belvedere, Pomona, to 
Struve end Fergenbaum; Holly- 
wood, San Diego, to Wm. Politzer; 
Barton, San Pedro, to Herbert A. 
Shute; Avalon, Wilmington, to R. 
Darst. 

New theatres: Orpheum, Yuma, 
Ariz., James W. Leathy, operating 
475 seats; Wardman, Whittier, 900 
seats 





Winston-Salem. 
J. Bonner Sams, former mgr, of 
the Colonial, to Danville, Va, to 
take over the Rialto and Broad- 
way. Succeeded here by Henry 





Brown, formerly at the National, 
Greensboro. AW houses owned by 
Publix-Kincey. 


Great Neck. Ly IL 
Fred Kunegalis resigned as ass't 
manager of Skouras Playhouse. A. 
Cc. Childhouse, transferred from 
Skouras house in Valley Stream, 
succeeds Kunegalis. 


Los Angeles, 
Norman Sprowl and John Rance 
have switched managerial posts, 
Sprowl returning to the Santa Ana 


store to send it in our care. | 


Major Companies’ Bids 
For Indie Rental Biz 
Start Lot Price War 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Fox and Radio studios are solicit- 
ing independent producers to come 
on their lots on a rental basis. Uni- 
versal has had the cream of the 
indie rental business for some time. 
Fox is trying to interest the in- 


dies in its now vacant Western Ave. 


plant while Radio is plugging the 
Pathe lot, which is costing around 
$30,000 monthly to keep locked up. 
Phii Ryan has been engaged by 
Radio to drum up the indie pros- 
pects, 

Most of the rental studios have 
cut their prices to where around 
$200 per day is the flat rate to use 
anything standing. Everything else 
—props, lights, and labor—extra. 





Darmour Producing Grey 
Westerns for Paramount 


—_— —_ 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Paramount has handed Larry 
Darmour a contract to produce a 
series of low-cost westerns. First 
three of the series will be adap- 
tation of Zane Grey novels, stand- 
ard Par westerns for the past 10 
years. 

This is the second indie contract 
given out by Paramount in two 
weeks, Charles Rogers having re- 
ceived a ticket for eight features. 


—_ 





$15,000 CONTRACT SUIT 





houses and Rance now mangging 
the Carthay Circle here, 
Dallas, 


With lease having two years to 
go, at $600 a month, Publix report- 
ed closing the Palace, Corsicana, 
Tex. Remodeling the Ideal, how- 
ever, to operate on a smaller nut, 





Anita, Ia, 
Rialto theatre will be reopened by 
W. I. Budd, who purchased equip- 
ment of house at sheriff’s sale, 





Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
RKO-Paramount now managed by 
L. P. DeWolfe of New Orleans. 
Andy Roy to Omaha to manage 
RKO there 





Akron, O. 
Lawrence Thompson asst, mgr. of 
Loew’s, replacing Ray Jones, moves 
to the Broad, Columbus. Thompson 
came in from the Kansas City Mid- 
land, 





Boone, Ia. 
Cc. V. Lyman has gone to Kansas 
City to join Fox-Midwest, 





Boone, Ia, 
Rialto now under management of 
S. N. Fangman. Comes in from 
management of Ames theatre, Ames. 





Columbus Junction, Ia, 
Ralph Kelly has sold his Lyric to 
Charles Jennings and Donald Oakes, 
who will operate. 


Fort Des Moines, Ia, 
War department has awarded a 
contract for the construction of a 
theatre. Capacity will be 670, 





Springfield, Mass. 

Publix reopened its Broadway 
Sunday (27), playing double fea- 
tures, second run, at 2ic top. On 
the same date new scales became 
effective in two other Massachu- 
setts towns, Plaza, Northampton, 
going second run at 35c, and the 
Elm, Chicopee, to a quarter maxi- 
mum. 





Toledo. 
Ray Allison, former p.a. for the 
Paramount, has been named man- 
ager and will handle publicity as 
before. He succeeds Charles Perry, 
assigned to St. Louls. Dwight Van 
Meter, ass’t megr., has been trans- 
ferred to the Princess, here, also 
Publix, and succeeds Eddie Bresen- 
dine. 
—_———__ 
Utica, N. Y. 
K.LD. Hoffman, former publicity 
director for the Stanley, Newark, 
N. J., new house manager of the 
Avon, 





Columbus. 
Ray Jones, for three years assist- 
ant manager of Loew's, Akron, 
transferred here as assistant at the 
Broad. 
mee 
Prooklyn. 
Savoy theatre has dropped vaude, 





and Ben Friedman, house megr., 
transferred to Lefferis theatre. 





Kopfstein Charges Albert Herman 
With Agreement Breach 





Jacques Kopfstein has started 
suit in New York against Albert 
Herman and Albert Herman Pro- 
ductions, Ltd., for $15,000, charg- 
ing breach of contract. 

Suit follows settlement of a prior 
attachment action started in Los 
Angeles when Herman's film pro- 
duction, ‘Love Bourd,’ was attached 
on Kopfstein’s claim for the first 
installment of $1,000 under a con- 
tract whereby Kopfstein claims he 
was to receive $16,000 for negotiat- 
ing a picture deal between Herman 
and Hollywood Productions. Latter 
firm was replaced by Peerless Pro- 


ductions, Ltd., which ir releasing 
the Herman films. 
Kopfstein’s arrangement with 


Herman was on the basis of $1,000 
for each picture which Peerless re- 
leased, Kopfstein has started suit 
on the claim that Herman has 
broken the contract by refusing 
to pay him, according to agree- 
ment, 





Col. Takes ‘Captive’ 


Columbia is taking world distri- 
bution rights to ‘The Blond Cap- 
tive,’ produced by the Northwestern 
Australian Neanderthal Expedition 
Syndicate and owned by William R. 
Pizor. Latter played picture on a 
short run at the Liberty (legit), 
New York, at a pop scale, 

It deals with discovery of a white 
woman in a dark corner of Aus- 
tralia who became a member of the 
tribe when castaway in a _ ship- 
wreck, 

Pizor, in advance of the Col deal, 
booked the picture with Publix-B. 
& K. for the Roosevelt, Chicago, 
where it’s currently in for a week. 
Col is re-editing prior to releasing 
the film itself. 





WANT ‘LOST WORLD’ 

Hollywood, March 28. 
With Watterson tothacker at 
tadio that studio negotiating to 
buy First National’s 50% interest 
in ‘Lost World’ for talker remake, 

Rothacker owns the other 50%. 
Merian C. Cooper is filming the 
prehistoric end on ae carefully 
guarded stage for ‘Creation’ with 
this story to possibly be abandoned 


U APPOINTEES 
Hollywood, March 28. 
Kirk Laemmle, nephew of Carl, 
Sr., was brought to Hollywood from 
Chicago by Junior Laemmle and 
will be sent to the Java office. 
Also in Junior’s party from the 
Fast was Julius Bernheim, from 
Berlin office, who becomes super- 
visor on the Iot. 
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‘DADDY LONG LE 





























} 
Don’t wait for your audiences to discover : 
that ! | 
Plug, boost, push and shout it to a smash 2 
- opening. : Ee 


It will live up to | 


wr A ny) P| zg ea every promise 


BAXATEE 


f the “Daddy” of “Daddy Long Legs” in . 


AMATEUR 
dbs 5% nS 


Released with MARIAN NIXON, Rita La Roy, William Pawley 
APRIL 10th From Mildred Cram’s novel, “Scotch Valley.” Directed by JOHN BLYSTONE 
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Truer now than ever before — FOX PLAYDATES ARE PAY DATES 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


ernment. The list closed Saturday 
practically at the bottom for the 


day and the movement, bringing the 
whole market practically to a four- 
time bottom and without any gen- 
eral evidence of the resistance that 
previously has developed at that 
_ Dollar Under Attack 

Wall Street came to the Satur- 
day session pretty well out of pa- 
tience with the political leaders for 
their failure to get the national bud- 
balanced and disposed to sell 


ret 
. As the day progressed and 


stocks. 


foreign exchange almost without 
exception moved strongly against 


the American dollar, the movement 
to get out from under was acceler- 
ated accompanied probably by new 
short selling for a turn, so that the 
volume for the day climbed to the 
total of more than 1,000,000 shares 
for the two-hour session, or at the 
rate of better than 2,000,000 for a 
full trading seance, compared with 
the turnover for the preceding two 
days of relative steadiness of 1,000,- 
000 or less. 

Under the circumstances yester- 
day’s weak opening was a foregone 
conclusion, the only question being 
whether the list would continue its 
urgen* retreat, or some effort would 
be made to give the market spon- 
sorship to prevent a sharp break 
through the old low levels. 

One element in favor of the con- 
struct've element at the moment is 
the fact that the Stock Exchange’s 
new rule requiring the specific con- 
sent of long account margin traders 


to the loaning of stock against 
short contract becomes operative 
Avril 1, and it was reported down- 
town that mail solicitations to 


clients by brokers for the privilege 
had been disappointing and there 
was e« good deal of nervousness 
among the stubborn bears. 

Quite a long list of stocks lending 
at a premium was cited at Satur- 


day's close, the group including 
Steel, Telephone and Eastman 
Kodak commanding 1/32, or an 


overnight charge of nearly $3.50 per 
100-share lot. If a sharp break 
should appear today (Tues.) or to- 
morrow, a brisk run in of shorts 
might be organized out of the scarc- 
ity of stock for lending purposes, al- 
though it probably would be only 
temporary, since it is the view in 
the street that in the long run an 
adequate supply of stock will be- 
come available. 
Shorts in Film Stocks 

Action of the market has given 
no indication that the short ac- 
count in the amusements is extend- 
ed, principally because the group is 
so far deflated that it promises 
small profits on the down side. Be- 
side which the trading community 
has become tired of the theatre is- 
sues and is ignoring them entirely. 
Only exception probably is Kodak, 
which is outside the real amuse- 
ment circle and which is carrying 
along a large short interest in the 
belief of the street, as revealed by 
its ability to zoom on intermittent 
moments of strength in the general 
si‘uation. 

Only issue that can go much lower 
is Loew's and potential speculative 
buying here is discouraged by the 
company’s situation as a producer 
of expensive films which, even in 
the face of outstanding box office 
quality, seem unable to command 
rentals sufficient to cover negative 
cost and return a profit. Trade gos- 
Sip is to the effect that the company 
is discussing a revision of its high 
cost quality picture policy, setting 





a lower cost level per release that 
might make a margin of profit pos- 
sible, and in many other directions 
bringing about important economies. 

Necessity for such action has long 
been apparent to Wall Street, made 
so by the income statement of 
Metro-Goldwyn for the autumn 
quarter, in which the net was put 
at $434,000, compared to net of $1,- 
211,000 for the corresponding quar- 
ter of the previous year, a perpen- 
dicular decline of nearly 65%. Ef- 
fort to remedy the situation at this 
time is, of course, constructive, but 
it is doubtful whether the market 
will reflect any benefit for the pres- 
ent. Trouble here, as in many other 
market situations, is that the first 
quarter of 1932 will have been com- 


pleted in a few days and reports 
will begin to come out reflecting 
income results. It is a foregone 


conclusion that they will be discour- 
aging, and it is not likely that any 
market movement upward will be 
undertaken until these income 
statements are out of the way. 
Small Loss Vital 

Loew gave ground steadily all 
last week, but a tactical defensé 
was carried on that brought it to 
the end of the week with a net loss 
of only %, but in this case a vital 
fraction, since its carried the issue 


to new low ground on the move- 
ment. At 27%, however, it is still 
more than 4 points above its ex- 


treme low. 

Paramount was dull until Satur- 
day, when it sprang into action with 
a turnover of 23,000 shares, during 
which it sold off to 614%, breaking 
through 7 for the first time since 
the start of the spring upturn. Ur- 
gent selling probably was inspired 
by the poor performance of the 
company’s bonds. Dealings in Fox 
sank to a new minimum of 1,300 
shares in the five sessions (Ex- 
change was closed Good Friday) 
and price changes were negligible. 
Warner Bros. was merely churned 
around mildly at about the same 
price close to the new low of 2, 

Two items of news were the put- 
ting through by RKO of its program 
of capital revision at a_ special 
meeting in Baltimore, reducing the 
book figure of the stock from $19.94 
to $10 and changing the company 
directorate by the elimination of 
seven board members and the elec- 
tion of three new members, changing 
the personnel from 23 to 19 mem- 
bers. Capital revaluation sets up a 
special reserve fund designed to 
take care of depreciations due to 
reappraisal of properties. 

Columbia Pictures voting trust 
certificates were admitted to trad- 
ing on the Stock Exchange after 
some years On the Curb list. Deal- 
ings in about 1,500 shares were re- 
corded in Big Board trading, with 
Curb prices about repeated or bet- 
tered fractionally. 

The Exchange admitted 
cates representing 144,642 shares 
outstanding, with authority to add 
additional shares up to a total of 
235,569. In connection with the list- 
ing, company’s income statement 
was made public for the six months 
ending Dec. 26, 1931, showing net 
profit after all charge and Federal 
taxes of $275,000, equal to $1.46 a 
share for the half year on the capi- 
tal stock outstanding Dec. 26. 
Profits for the fiscal year ending 
June 27, 1931, after all charges and 
Federal taxes were $560,770, or $2.99 
for the year. 

Balance sheet as of the same date 
was: Current assets, including 
$615,522 cash, $4,798,466, and current 
liabilities, $1,894,984. 


certifi- 


Summary for week ending Saturday, March 26: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. Low. Last. for wk 
5% 3% 600 Consol, Film......--+-.-+5+0+5 3% 3% + % 
11% Ris 300 Consol. Film pfd. (2 9, 9% 
a 6% 1,400 Columbia Pict., v.t.c 6% = 
ica 68k, 9,600 Eastman Kodak (5)....++++- ‘2 7s 74% pg 
oe 2% 1,300 Fox, Clase A.ccccceccccssccccce 8% 3% 3% —% 
<u 17% = 65,100 Gen, Elec. ().eseeeeeesseceeeee 20 18% 818% —% 
o's 5s 3,200 Gen. Thea. Eq. Dewscecseeeeeees % % % 
4 Sees Keith pref. (7)....-. pesneecssese 34 i 20 bid 
oe 23% 7,400 Loew (3).......+- gectcovescesse OP 27% 2% —% 
5 57 100 Do pref. (%).....s.cseeceeree 68% 68% 681% —I 
— 2% 600 Madison Sq. Garden..... p6sauee 3 2% a 
7 175 400 Met-G-M pref.........6. esecccee 17% 7% 17% _ Ss 
144 § GO Orph. pref..c.ccccccesce 000ceees 6% 6% 644 —1% 
11% 6% 61,400 Paramount ...-ceeececeereereeee 8M 6M 7 6% 
1 5 600 Pathe Exchange...ecsssseescesee oe 1, % -—% 
5% 1% 500 Pathe, Class A.. 3'2 3% — % 
105, Tq 24,200 Radio Corp....-«.- 7% 6% 6% — Ms 
ie 2% 1.408 REO ....ccess . 4's 3% oo 
“t 4 200 Shubert evans % % % —% 
43 a “ae Universal pref. (8) . 2. 38 bid 
#5 2 11,500 Warner Bros....... TY TTITIT 2% ="% <"s 
20 9 500 BO OFOl.ccccessens enecsccecsees 40 10 10 3 
30 4 197% 60,400 Westinghouse (2.50).....+ cocccee 26% 251% 25% —*r 
“8 % 100 Zenith Radio.....-.++«- oe seve % ae % 
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. 
Ts 3 500 Columbia Picts., v.t.c... tees 7 am JA — % 
1%, ri 1,000 De Forest Radio....cseccseseees 4, % . —% 
134 ly 300 Fox Theatres....... eases 6, s 
1% % 1,800 Gen. Thea. Eq. pf...+-- ee ve a oat “= 
18 15% 100 Nat'l Screen......00-+e- cesesese 104 15 Mot, 1 
3s 15% 300 Technicolor .....e++e+ees- ssbuade 17% 1%, 1% 
2 lz B00 Trane LAK. ccccccccess esvcsecere 1's 1% lis 
BONDS 
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#3 4% : 12,000 Keith 6's, 46. sannese pi siogheaed ry 48 48 1% 
ned 75% 13,000 Loew 6's, "41.....0-+00-00: ccoce 88 87 87 
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Ban ‘Quilt’ 


(Continued from page 1) 





after a hearing Monday. The re- 
element, however, got busy 
and persuaded Judge Reed to re- 
voke his injunction, the point be- 
ing made that ‘such an exhibition 
should not be permitted to des- 
ecrate Easter Sunday.’ 

In explanation of his about face, 
the judge said he had 
the show was not to 
Monday. 

Women's Club 


understood 


open until 


Influence 








Mayor Anderson said his action 
was the result of complaints made | 
to him ‘by members of the legis- | 
lature and city council’ but the | 
general belief is that the Woman's | 
Co-operative Alliance, a belligerent | 
reform organization, had the in 
fluence. According to the mayor, 


the basis of the complaints was the 
advertising used by the producers. 
The mayor described the posters 
and dodgers as extremely naughty. 

Members of the mayor's commit- 
tee organized to protect youth 
from ‘harmful literature’ admitted 
that the show's advertisements had 
been discussed at their meeting last 


week. At the meeting it was stated 
the posters had created a ‘furore’ 
among the students on the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota campus. 

The mayor announced the the- 
atre’s license revocation would be 
only for the period of the ‘Crazy 
Quilt’ engagement and there would 
be no interference with ‘Green 
Pastures’ next week. 

As a result of the mayor’s ac- 
tion, ‘Quilt’ moved into St. Paul, 
opening there tonight (Monday), 
and playing the full week with 
added performances Wednesday. 
The booking originally was for a 
half week in each of the Twin 
cities, 





Pathe Loss $392,523 


Pathe Exchange reported for the 
53 weeks to Jan. 2, 1932, a net loss 
of $392,523 after all charges and 
extraordinary amortization, the in- 
come statement covering regular op - 
erations from Dec. 27, 1930, to Jan. 
29, 1931, when the sale to RKO took 
place, and thereafter the accounting 
represents a liquidating report. 

A note to stockholders signed hy 
S. W. Webb, executive vice-presi- 
dent, explains that through sinking 
fund operations and direct purchase 
of the 7% bonds, the amount now 
in outside hands has been reduced 
by $2,264,000 to $2,729,000. 

Cash for these operations was de- 
rived from sale of certain assets, 
while profit from the Bound Brovk 
laboratories and the State theatre, 
Denver, have been applied to the re- 
duction of the book value of these 
properties, 

In the year ending Dec 27, 1930, 
company reported net loss of $2,007,- 
771 after all charges and some 
extraordinary write offs. 


HORNE-FARNOL WEST 


Hal Horne breezes to the Coast 
April 10 and Lynn Farno! gets back 
from London April 15. 

Latter will go west almost di- 
rectly, both UA pubs conferring 
with the studio and Sam Goldwyn, 
respectively. 


INCORPORATIONS 











Massachusetts 
Orient Garden Theatre, Inc., Boston; 
capital, 500 shares, no par stock: incor- 


porators: Sol and Elamae Hamburger, 


both of Brookline, and Frank Savasta, 
Boston, 

California 

Sacramento, March 28. 


Radie Guild of America, Ltd., County 
of Los Angeles; capital stock 120 shares 
talph H. Blum, D,. Hardcastle, Joyce 
Payne. 

Name of International Recording En- 
gineers, I.td., Los Angeles, changed to 
International Film Corp., Ltd, 

Name of Ambassador Pictures, Inc., 
Los Angeles, changed to Equitable Pic- 
tures, ine. 


JUDGMENTS 
Marjorie Rambeau M. Manton; $49,- 


08 45. 
A. Saplan; 
N. ¥.; $1,313.24. 





Am. Surety Co. of 


Terrace Theatre Corp.; Colurnbia Pic- 
tures Corp: $290.69. 

Brandt Theatrical Enterprises, Inc.; 
William Brandt Windsor Amus. Corp. 


and William Brandt Flatbush Theatre 
Corp.: 8S. Librescot; $192.45. 
William Brandt Windsor Theatre 
Corp.; International Ticket Co.; $540.16 
Brandt Theatrical Enterprices, Inc.; 
International Ticket Co.; $2,257.46. 
Brandt Cariton Jamaica Corp.; Inter- 
national Ticket Co.; $882.58. 
Markus Lessin and Third Ave. Arcade 


Amusement Corp.; Wm, T. Keogh 
Amusement Co.: $10,524.92. 
Harwill Amuse. Corp.; Internationa! 


Ticket Co.: $386.32. 
Judea Theatres, Inc., and Joseph Sei- 
den; Massce & Co., Inc.: $1,622.49. 
Clarence W. Morganstern; M. O'Reilly; 
$114.22. 


Sam Follow; Bethelem Properties, 


Inc.: $531.61. 
Gene Austin, Tac.; Bethlehem Proper 
« Tr 1} 7 
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Reported in Chase-Fox Arrangement 





Dumb and Lazy 


(Continued from page 2) 


suits cut by the best tailors and a 
sturdy supply of good linen. When 
he hears of a possible studio job 

dons his better clothes. The cut 
of his clothes and his contident 
| bearing often gets him past studio 
watcl dogs Some of them at 
various studios think he is an 
xe 

Randall has been registered at 
| Ce al Casting Bureau for several 
| veal Ile has not received a call 
through the Bureau this year, but 


makes no accusations of favoritism. 


may be justification for ex- 
tras’ complaints of required kick- 
backs through certain channels, 


and undoubtedly there is a steadily 
working group of extras, but I don't 
let it bother me,’ he said. ‘Many 
have been pulled from the mob 
without aid from these points 

‘And, usual, those who holler 
loudest show no ambition when 
they have a chance. I've worked 
on sets with these when a 
director pleaded for action and got 
nothing but slow motion. At 11:30 
the wail of ‘when do we eat?’ 
springs from various parts of the 
the director forced to 
call quits. Then they try to double 
inio two lines for extra food. 

‘They act like a bunch of prison- 
ers sentenced to drudgery for life. 
And the director who pleaded fu- 
tilely for action sees those same 
slow-pokes suddenly become mad 
men at the end of the day in their 
rush for the payoff. 

‘Why are they extras? There’s no 
sensible reason for their self-en- 
forced starvation without the sav- 
ing grace of ambition. Nor is their 
a sensible reason for my ambition 
after all these years of self-enforced 
hardship.’ 


Aas 


beefers 


set until is 


Randall smiled bitterly. ‘What I 
should do is respect my family’s 
wishes and quit Hollywood for 


good. I should forget my belief that 
some day my chance will come. 
‘IT should,’ he said, ‘but I can’t.’ 


RKO Exees 


(Continued from page 5) 





3arrett McCormack, former theatre 
man but recently affiliated with the 
Lord, Thomas & Logan advertising 
agency, and Terry Turner, previ- 
ously of Loew's. 

Authoritative word conflicts on 
whether RKO-Radio will go to the 
banks for more money. One ver- 
sion is that the company is not in 
need of currency, the other is that 
the firm will need additional capital 
in May or June for film production 


purposes. The specific amount is 
not mentioned in the latter in- 
stance. 


Studio’s 17 Pictures 


On the studio end Radio is re- 
ported to have lined up 17 features 
which will run over the summer 
period on production. This infers 
a production expenditure near $4,- 
000,000 and probably more. ‘Pird of 











! short 


y j lipi es, 


Paradise,’ under King Vidor’s direc- 
tion, so far represents $800,000 in 
cost and is still in work. Other 
high cost pictures for Radio have 
been ‘Lost Squadron’ and ‘Girl 
Crazy,’ each of which went $300,000 
over their budgets for an additional 
$600,000. On the other hand, com- 
pany executives are evidencing 
much faith in ‘Symphony of Six 
Millions,’ soon to be released, re- 
putedly made for $270,000. 

However, with this 17 picture 
lineup the matter of money avail- 
able in lieu of poor theatre pros- 
pects through the summer, unless 
the pictures can offset the dull 
period, even with the theatre rents 
off, an annual RKO financial ad- 
justment, may cut the studio’s yvol- 
ume to 10 pictures. Should this 
happen, it is probable that Radio's 
independent production plan would 
be depended upon to make up the 
difference and to reduce the money 
investment. 


Score Huntington Travelog 
Hollywood, March 28. 

Alois Reiser has been given a 
contract by Tom White to write and 
supervise the musical score of ‘Bali, 
travelog made in the Malay states. 

White and Harriet Huntington, 
member of the prominent Hunting- 
ton family, were producers of ‘Bali.’ 
Pair also have feature length and 
travelogs made in the Phil- 
China and Japan. 


+ stinecmetiataenmi 


| Chase National takes over direct- 
ly Friday (1) control of Fox 
}throuch the Fox stock pledged with 
the bank by General Theatres for a 


bank loan, and thereupon begins a 
long campaign to recoup the enor- 
mous sum estimated around $110,- 
000,000, it has involved in the film 
and theatre set up. 

At the same time the bank will 
assume the role of dictator over 
General Theatres, following that 
}concern’s April 1 default on its 
}bonds and the consequent appoint- 
| ment of a receiver. 

It is reported that one of the 
steps looking to rehabilitation may 


be a plan to be submitted by Chase 
calling for the issue of a new pre- 
ferred stock by General Theatres 
which may be offered (on terms not 
vet known to outsiders) to the 
Chase bank and to holders of the 
GTE debentures. 

Properties involved besides those 

named are Fox Theatres, Fox West 
Coast and Hoyt’s Australian Cir- 
cuit. Also part of British Gaumont 
as held by Fox Films. 
Both Fox Films and Fox Thea- 
are nominal subsidiaries of 
General Theatres. Additionally, G. 
T. E. owns 11 subsid companies, in- 
cluding International Projector 
Corp., National Theatre Supply, J. 
EF. McAuley Mfg. Co. Theatre 
Equipment Acceptance Corp, the 
Strong Electric Corp., the Ashcraft 
Automatic Are Company, Hall & 
Connolly, Ine., J. M, Wall Machine 
-o., Inc., Peerless Camera Co., Gran- 
deur, Inc., and the Mitchell Camera 
ch 

Harley L. Clarke is president of 
General Theatres. U. S. Senator 
Hastings of Delaware is receiver. 
Whether Clarke is to relinquish any 
of his posts isn’t made known nor 
is it likely from accounts, although 
he may become chairman of the 
G. T. E. board instead of being its 
president. 

Edward R. Tinker, Fox prexy, is 
known as a personal designee of 
Clarke’s while S. R. Kent comes in 
as operating head for Fox and un- 
der Tinker through the Chase end. 
With Kent in the saddle it is likely 
that Chase may submit a new plan, 
according to downtown thought, 
calling for the new preferred share 
offering which will be split pro rata 
between Chase and the holders of 
the 10-year G. T. E. debentures. 

Looks likely that this plan may 

be forthcoming to secure the con- 
tinued interest of the bondholders 
and provide certain protection for 
Chase as well. It will possibly be 
announced this week, 
It also seems certain that G. T. F. 
as a holding company will remain. 
The structure will not be split up. 
Fox's financial report far the past 
year will be announced this Friday, 
April 1. 


Metro’s Slash 


tres 





(Continued from page 5) 
ago Schenck, president of Loew's, 
and Dave Bernstein, Loew’s treas- 
urer, were reported in New York to 
have refused to let go on their 
bonus understanding with Loew’e in 


addition to their annual salary, 
Through this bonus Schenck re- 
ceives around $300,000 yearly and 


Bernstein over $200,000. Request to 
Schenck and Bernstein to throw off 
bonus was supposed to have been 
made by New York banking control 
of Loew's through Fox held Loew 
stock, 

Good Product 

Metro has been the marvel of the 
picture making business for the past 
year. In the worst times for pic- 
tures since talkers came in, Metro’s 
features have been standing up in 
contrast to others. The studio fail- 
ing to keep step with fading theatre 
grosses brought about the present 
situation, 

Plea of Metro studio for high 
production cost, as against the 
trend of the times and other pro- 
ducers, is that the Metro standard 
of production must be upheld. 

It is believed that Schenck, in 
making any insistent demand for 
lowered production cost, is figuring 
on Loew's financial statement for 
the year. 





Tully’s ‘Laughter’—Karloff 


Jim Tully’s unfinished novel, 
‘Laughter in Hell,’ has been taken 
by Universal from the script. 

Probably for Boris Karloff. 
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TARZAN ii." 


TALR of the INDUSTRY! 


is the 
The Baltimore engagement of “Tarzan, The Ape Man,” some of : 


which is shown here, has written exploitation history! As we go 
to press telegraphic reports show that Tarzan has taken Washington, 
New Orleans, New York and each of its other early dates by storm! 


GET IN ON THE $200 PRIZE CONTEST! ist Prize $100, 2nd Prize 
$50, 3rd Prize $30, 4th Prize $20. Send in your campaigns with photos, etc., 
to TARZAN CONTEST EDITOR, Advt. Dept., 1540 Broadway, N. Y.C. 


BELOW: Giant 144-sheet posters “GIRLS! WOULD YOU } 
. | cla ail - LIVE LIKE EVE 


a USE THE SAME ADS > | 
———— AND STUNTS that took 
) =| BALTIMORE BY STORM! : 
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All the ad mats and exploitation aids on this page 
are reproduced in a supplementary section added to 
the “Tarzan” press sheet. Get one from your 
M-G-M Exchange today and start planning your 
campaign. 






THE TOWN 
GOT WELL. 
PLASTERED! 


Baltimore saw 
: “Tarzan” where 
ever it looked. 
Posters, snipes 
everywhere! 


A FEW OF MANY THINGS isstince’broke 


7 NATION-WIDE 
: B.V. D. SWIM- 
SUIT TIE-UP! , 


The B. V.D. company 
features Johnny Weiss- 








Ad No. 3—100 x 3 cols. 


















Fane og ng oud is Wotre-Getbeye Mayors wal ne. Gn auth 

F ilt bi -- and by Metre-Goldwyn-Mayer 0 usual! A 

TO DO FOR ‘TARZAN 4 ! ont “the “was Starts FRIDAY qq Your principal depart- 
ross snatched ment store and arrange 

1 ¢ house record! a tie-up now. 
—The “Tarzan” trailer is a wow! Run it by all a oe ABOVE: Girl models hold u 
—_ p tra 
means, and far in advance. Ad No. 2—130 x 2 cols. on Nitin Seek wits windaes tam —_ 


2—Wake up your lobby and house front with 
jungle stuff, photos with catchlines from the ads. 


3—Use extra newspaper stuff. 
4—Advertise the thrill and love angles. 


S—Newspaper contests: 


(a) Where cam serial strip appears, get newspaper to runa 
contest to color chose pat day ptt de tickets for oviges. 


(b) &. pene f lion cub from the zoo was used in a 





CROWDS LIKE 
THRILLS OF 
| TARZAN 


Patrone Tell Features’ of 











E CUB” contest. amwqeesnereen Film That Made Biggest! 
GC —Lobby cu cut-out of Tarzan carrying girl. ABOVE: Colored cut-out mae seastenl 
7—Ape cut-out hangers, and Tarzan cut-out , window-card hanger 5 epiandns ts eat 





hangets. 
S—Enlarge No. 6 thrill-ad for house-front. 
9—Book-store tic-up with Tarzan books. 


10—Use special Tarzan circus herald and Tarzan 
tabloid newspaper. 


1 1—Arrange early- bird newsboy showing. 
12—Circularize schools and libraries. 


13—Use miniature moving-pictures of lion fight in 
give-away movie-book shown at right, below. 


14 —Inquirin reporter A ag fan’s reaction to pic- 
ture, published side-walk photographs 
of each fan. 


15—Post the town thoroughly. 


16-—Tie -up with B. V. D. swim-suits which feature 
Johnny Weissmuller in all-ads. 


ABOVE: The world’s biggest poster—168 sheets 












even! All of these 
7S_== stunts and 
exploitation 
aids are in 
the TARZAN | 
ec, presssheet. | 
ee H Get one! | 


Frag re misaneinnl fas LEFT: 
ETL Aa ae tad cols. 


LEFT: Clipping shows 7mm Se ee 


Inquiring Reporter's 
survey among fans 
after the show 
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LEFT: Newspaper strip 
coloring contest 






PRIZES—Wine Las Tm 
Guest Ticket to See y j 






































RIGHT: The movie 
book of Tarzan shows 
> him fighting with a 
== E=\ Lion, actual movies 
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V. ARIETY 31 
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Sion Men’s Contract Up, 
Billers Lose Par Fight 





sign writers’ union, 


The 


New 


York, has drawn and forwarded to 
the various chains new contracts 


to start Friday (1), but as 


yet 


negotiations have not been initiated 
g 
py the major circuit committee on 


labor. During the past week, it was 
reported the sign writers would 
prefer t aking up the question of re- 
newal individually with the chains 
instead of collectively. 

Reports that the chains would 
stick together on a demand for a 
rreatly reduced scale, is said to 
have stirred resentment in the sign 
writers’ union. 

Same scale is wanted under new 


contracts. 





Providence, March 28. 


Superior 
the case involving 
between the Billposters’ Union 


court has finally settled 
a controv 


ersy 
and 


the Publix Paramount and Broad- 


way theatres. 

Decree permanently enjoins the 
union from placing its name upon 
any sign or placard so as to induce 
or attempt to induce any persons 
not to patronize either of the the- 
atres. The court also enjoins 
picketing. 


Fight resulted from a demand by 
the union that a biller be employed 
in each house at a salary of $40 a 


week to handle the 
signs and lobby displays. 


changes of 


WALKER’S SOL LESSER SHORT 


Tohnnie Walker will do a series 


of shorts for Sol Lesser. 
Latter, incapacitated for 


almost 


a month with a bad cold, returns to 


the Coast next week. 


Laemmle’s Ideas 





(Continued from page 2) 


for his story material on the stage, 
in novels or short stories, and if 
these fields fail him he has confi- 
dence in the ability of his staff of 
writers to provide him with an 
original story. 

Though some producers are wary 
of stories written directly for the 
screen, because they are an un- 
known, untried quantity, Laemmle, 
Jr., sees in originals no greater 
hurdle than in material that’s al- 
ready proved its worth from public 
reception. All stories considered for 
the screen, whether 
written primarily for 
must submit to the analysis. 
It is the producer's job to discern 
what material is peculiarly suitable 
for the screen. If he has the pro- 
ducer’s instinct, he should be able 
to recognize screen fare without the 
help of prior public approval. 

Lesson of ‘Broadway’ 

Young Laemmle has learned from 


originals or 


same 





|} approves of cycles in pictures when 


other fields, | 


| if released 


experience that when a fine novel | 
or fine play.is translated to the} 
screen its success depends on pre- 


serving its intrinsic spirit and in- 


bigge st business of them all because 


now. 
needed to know. It gave me the 
courage to okay “All Quiet” exactly 
as written, when that seemed an 
utterly foclhardy and iconoclastic 
thing to do. There was no love story 
n “All Quiet,” and none was added. 
Its success shattered the legend 
that no picture can succeed without 
love interest. At least that’s one 
less picture taboo.’ 

Unhampered by traditions 
Laemmle, Jr., dares to make any 


It taught me something I 





story 
Just 


that promises a new style. 
as new style sells merchandise 
to the consumer, he believes new 
style is to sell pict 
to the picture public. Thus he dis- 


necessary 


ires 


a series of pictures only imitate a 
successful forerunner, but cycles are 
not dangerous if each succeeding 
picture in the same trend is better 
than the last. 

‘Frankenstein’ followed ‘Dracula,’ 
both ‘thrill’ pictures, and ‘Frank- 
enstein’ topped ‘Dracula.’ Similarly, 
the gangster cycle is believed to be 
exhausted, yet he thinks ‘Scarface,’ | 
as intended, will do the 





}it’s better than its predecessors. | 
The quality of pictures must im- |} 
prove apace with the public’s im- 
provement in taste. 

Young Laemmle wants to mak« 


tent. ‘I ruined “Broadway,”’ he ad- |} 
mits honestly, ‘because [ thought 
our only chance with it lay in put- 


ting it in a new setting. Everybody 


else had made it. We owned it, but 
we had to wait until its run as a 
play was over. So instead of re- 


alizing that it had more 
any of its hurriedly released copies, 
and could stand on its own, I in- 
sisted on giving it a new setting, a 
setting so exaggerated in grandeur 
as to destroy its chances of plausi- 
bility. 

‘Yes, I ruined “Broadway.” It was 
a mighty tough blow to take right 
at the start, but I’m grateful for it 


punch than 


his product first rate stuff in order 
to keep up with and hold a picture 
audiente whose appreciation of the 
finer things the industry tends to 
underestimate. 


MULTICOLOR WAKE 


Hollywood, March 28. 
First meeting of the creditors of 


Multicolor, Ltd., has been set for 
April 5 by James IL. Irwin, referee 
in bankruptcy. 

Corporation was adjudicated 


bankrupt Feb. 29. 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“WHIRLIGIGS” 


(Mar. 26), _Penn, Pittsburgh 





S. W, WARREN Cc. C. Gl 
Cc. P. WADE Cc. A. BAN 


“8 Feet of Flash” 


Per. Dir. Harry Romm 


Dancers of All 


VIOLA and JERRY 


La VERNE 


“From Cave Man to Gigole” 


PAUL KEAST 


Dramatic Baritone 
Direction Lyons & Lyons 


4FLASH DEVILS 


BARTE»“ARDEN 


TYPES, TINTS and TEMPOS 


Chester Hale’s Whirligigs 


LL 
KS 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“CUBAN HOLIDAY” 


(Mar. 26), Palace, ‘Washington 


The International Gomedy Couple 


“CLIFFORD 





AND 
Dir.: Ieyons & Lyons 





0’ Hanlon «:Zambuni 


DANCE CREATORS 
Smart and Sensational 
Dir. Chas. V. 


THE 3 GOBS 


STILL WORKING 
HI- 


Yates 





E-HI 

Nat Kalcheim—Wm. Morris Office 
JACK REID 

“SINGING THE BLUES” 


Dir.: Alex Hanlon & Sam Shepard 


CHESTER HALE’S SENORITAS 


Die, : 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“HI-LITES OF 1932" 


_ Week (Mar. 26) Paradise, New York 


JIMIMY 
SAVO 


“The Runaway Boy” 


Dir: Sam Lyons 


VANDERBILT BOYS 


““Croonaders of Song” 


Dir.: Phil Tyrrell 


PEG LEG BATES 


World’s Greatest Monoped Dancer 
Dir.: Nat Kalcheim, Wm. Morris 
Agency 


CHESTER HALE’'S 
HI-LITERS 














A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“MAKE IT SNAPPY" 


(Mar. 25), Oriental, Chieage 








Dir.: Johnny Hyde—Wm. 





CHARLOT 


International Dancing Stars 


HECTOR 


AND PALS 
“Let That Airdale Out” 
MULROY, McNEECE 
& RIDGE 


Johnny Hyde—Wm. Morris 








Dtr.: 


WOHLMAN 


Morris Office 


BERINOFF and 


Office 


A LOEW PRODUCTION & 
Vaudeville Review 6th Edition 


(Mar. 26), Loew's, Rochester 








BOB 


MURPHY 


with 


DICK and DOROTHY 


Dir.: Murphy & Daly 


AL and RAY 


SAMUELS 
JOHNNY HYMAN 


“Word Magician™ 
Dir.: Lyons and Lyons 
DAVE TANNEN 


Koo Koo Komik 


Meyer North—Thanks Miss Gillman 





Dir. : 


Chester Hale’s Vaudeville Girls 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“DANCE DREAMS” 


(Week Mar. 25), Valencia, Jamaica 


Buck «« Bubbles 


in 
“Rhythm for Sale” 


Personal Direction: Nat Naszaro 


IVAN TRIESAULT 


Famous International Dancer 
and Pantomimist 


OLIVE SIBLEY 


“The Songbird of Two Continents” 
Dir.: Cargill-Dobson 


MARY MILES 


Hollywood's Acrobatic Sensation 
Dir.: Cargili-Dobson 














Chester Hale’s Dream Damsels 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“WESTWARD HI-HO” 


: Wok Mar. 26), Century, 


Baltimore 





BARCLAY 





FOUR 


pn nockin’ Around” 
bir: Irv. & Chas. V. Yates 


Pear ft 


CARLTON BOYS 





HI-HO GIRLS 
OSCAR RAGLAND 


and 





ROBT. G. PITKIN 


‘CHESTER HALE’S 











Se 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FORWARD —— 


A! 26), Loew's, Jersey City 


Terrell &Fawcett 


“Falling For You” 


Dir.: Eddie Meyers 


CANDREVA 
6 BROS 6 


Dir.: Cargill & Dob 





LOYALTA’S 


“ Arabian Stallions” 


Dir. Chas.. V. Yates 


CHESTER HALE’S 
FORWARD MARCH GIRLS 




















LOEW PRODUCTION 


“IMPRESSIONS OF 1932" 


(Mar. 26 26), Ohte, Columbus 


WALTER DARE 


WAHL 


“The Original Fall Guy” 
With EMMET OLDFIELD 


Dir.: : Lyons & & k Lyons 


PAUL LITTLE 


In Person 
L Lyons | & L & Lyons 








Dir.: 


RITA DE-LANO 


That Mountain of Blues 


Dir.: Lyons & Lyons 
FRANKIE FINN 
I ishm an & O'Ne! 
Chester Hale’s Reotiesten Girls 








Mir.? 
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Recent Worldwide Censor Cuts 





(Continued from page 7) 


‘Sob Sister’ 
Cut ‘So I sold myself for a few 
pages of diary’.—-Chicago. 
‘Arsene Lupin’ 


Cut bed sequence ‘Darling, I hate 


to take advantage of you in your 
helpless condition, but you know 
there’s one thing that’s never failed 
yet. Something that'll make the 
blood run through your veins and 
little shivers go up and down your 
spine. If you sleep through what 
I'm going to do to you, you're not 
the woman I think you are’.—Ohio 
‘Emma’ 
Eliminate confinement scenes 
Alberta, Ontario, N. Y. 
‘Freaks’ 


Cut scenes showing actual chok- 
ing and stabbing.—Mass. (Sundays 


only). Sole elimination. 
‘Hell Divers’ 

Cut ‘Son of a B—’.—N. Y. 

‘You're getting tail heavy’ and 
‘Get the lead out of your pants’ 
and scene of man entering door 
i marked w. c.—Ontario. 

‘F'ying High’ (Trailer) 

Eliminate ‘If I stay in my twin 
bed, it will be the first time for me’ 
—Alberta. 

‘Flying High’ 

Cut ‘What Happened?’ ‘Huh, what 
could a man promise at 80?’ and 
three more pages of similar dialog. 


and Manitoba. 
myself, only I'm 
‘Does she ex- 
$500.’ Cut 
‘Men’ and 


Saskatchewan 

‘T'd marry you 
not a family man.’ 
nect children for the 
sign on door reading 
many others.—Alberta. 

Cut doctor handing Lahr beaker 
and business.—Ohio. 

Cut ‘I feel like I’m cracked in a 
couple places.’ . ‘Who's a pansy?’ 
and ‘What else do you expect for 
$500—Greta Garbo’? ‘That dame 
makes love like an alley cat’ ‘My 
mother died at 91 when my little 
brother was born.’ ‘I fell behind the 
on something soft’.—Ontario. 


‘Possessed’ 
Cut ‘Let nature take its course’. 
—Alberta, Saskatchewan. 
‘Private Lives’ 
References to Catholics.—New 
York and Kansas. 
‘Madelon Claudette’ 
‘I’ve met. some .vretty bad gyps 


but you are the worst—want the 
pennies too?’—Ontario. 
‘West of Broadway’ 
Cut ‘Dot, let’s go in there.’ ‘What 


for—lonesome again?’—Ohio. 
‘Are These Our Children’ 

Cut ‘Wha: do you want to do, go 
to bed?” ‘I no whitewash a China- 
man, what do you think?’—Ohio, 

‘Bad Company’ 

Cut out newspaper clipping read- 

ing ‘Seven gangsters killed’.—Chi- 


cago. 
‘Girl of the Rio’ 

Cut ‘When a girl is good, she is 
no good until she is bad’.—Kansas, 
Mass. Ontario and Maryland. 

‘Ladies of the Jury’ 

Eliminate word ‘Dieu’.—Mass. 

Eliminate ‘You son of a —’.—New 


York. 
‘Panama Flo’ 

Cut ‘Quit clowning’—'T 
clowning’.—New York. 

‘Peach O’ Reno’ 

After ‘All night long I was 
doubled up with a terrible pain’ 
cut ‘Then you're still living with 
your husband?’.—New York, Ohio, 
Virginia. 

After ‘I'll never marry a man who 
snores’ eliminate ‘I'll bet you will 
have a lot of fun finding out.’ After 
‘Clothes make the man’ scissor 
‘Eve didn’t do so bad with a fig 
leaf’.—Ohio. 

After ‘Are you married”? snip ‘No, 
we just look worn out from the 
long trip,.— Kansas. 

Suicide Fleet’ 

Cut scene of waiter directing man 
to men’s room.—Ontario., 

Snip ‘I kicked him right in the 
—’ —QOhio. 

Rejected as American propaganda 
made with co-operation of U. S 
Navy. In contrast to the fairness 
and courtesy of British war pic- 
tures, many situations in this ap- 
pear in bad taste and not conducive 
to the cause of peace.—Manitoba, 

‘Pocatello Kid’ 

Slice ‘You lousy sonofa’.—New 
York and Mass. 

‘Around the World’ 


ain't 


Eliminate all views of native 
children where sex is exposed.— 
New York, Kansas, Ohio, Ontario. 


‘Tonight or Never’ 

Snip ‘It’s too late’.—Alberta, 

‘Greeks’ 

Cut ‘You poor blond wop’.——-New 
York. 

After ‘Oh, this is the most won- 
derful couch in the world’ cut ‘Mind 
if I stay here?’.—New York, Ohlo, 
Mass, 

Scissor ‘When I lived next door 
to a fire house’.—New York. 

Cut ‘What Teetotler ever invented 


pints’.—Ohio. 
‘Corsair’ 


Eliminate ‘Guts’.—Ontario, 

‘East of Borneo’ 
Only portion to which censors ob- 
was eating of man _ by 
crocodiles.—Australia, Japan, Sing- 


apore. 
‘Homicide Squad’ 
Rejected but passed later 
many delet 
Men’.—England. 
Rejected.—_Sweden. 


with 








ions under title of ‘Lost | 


‘A Lady Surrenders’ 
Eliminate closeup of naked statuaq 
—Java, 
‘Nice Women’ 
Eliminate speech ‘This has been 
the most beautiful hour I've ever 
known’.—Ontario, Pennsylvania, 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ 


Cut out ‘That Orangeman’.—One- 
tario, Alberta 
‘Impatient Maiden’ 
Eliminate scene howing mar 
feeling girl’s side Mass. (Sundays 
nly). 
‘Unexpected Father’ 
Cut ‘Batchelors must have their 
moments Virginia. 
‘Virtuous Husband’ 
Eliminate ‘Say uncle, how long 
does it take?’.—Alberta. 
‘Waterloo . Bridge’ 
Snip shot of girl hanging up 
drawers.—Japan and Australia. 


‘Blonde Crazy’ 
Cut ‘Trick laws and shyster 
yers wouldn't let a guy 
—Ohio. 


lawe 
go straight’. 


‘Expensive Women’ 
Eliminate ‘He got arrested for n- 


sisting that the doorman was a 
pansy’ and view of man kicking 
girl in the seat.—Ohio. 


‘Her Majesty Love’ 


Cut man pressing knee and leg 
igainst bride—Kansas and Sas« 
katchewan. 

Delete ‘And stick them in your 
ears,.—Saskatchewan. 

After ‘I have no appetite’ cut “—4 
for eating’.—Kansas, 

‘High Pressure’ 
Cut ‘Two beers’.—Kansas. 
‘Manhattan Parade’ 
Snip ‘You know Madame Du- 


Barry is $10 a night’ (costume shop 
scene).—Alberta and Ontario. 
‘Taxi’ 

After ‘I wouldn’t go with that 
dame if she was the last woman 
on earth’ cut ‘and I just got out 
of the navy’.—New York, Manitoba, 
Ontario, Saskatchewan. 

Cut ‘I'll bet you had to marry the 
bum’.—Ontario. 

Eliminate razzberries.—Kansas. 

‘Under Eighteen’ 
Cut ‘Do I know her?’.—Ontario. 
‘Union Depot’ 

Cut closeups of lock 
toilets and ‘I’ve been 
Pennsylvania. 


boxes on 
around’.— 








Would the Following:— 


CLAY INMAN 
MURIEL LAFRANCE 
JOSEF TURIN 
BRADY AND WELLS 


Please Communicate With 


FANCHON & MARCO 


1659 B’way, New York 




















“DEMPSEY 
RETURNS” 


Can Jack Come Back? 
STATE RIGHTERS AND 
EXHIBITORS 
Wire or Write ARTHUR WENZEL, 
6021 Hollywood Bvld, Hollywood 


For this 3 reel sound picture record- 
ing historical world championship 
events of Jack Dempsey. 


Showing him today and yesterday. 











REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 


FILM 


FOR 
Professional and Amateur 
CINEMATOGRAPHER 
35 West 45th St. 


NEW YORK 











FREDA 
SULLIVAN 


Featured Dancer 
With F. & M. 


“STITCHE IN TIME” Idea 
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Distribs Plan Big Push | COLLECTIONS NORMAL | Southwest Is Feelin 
uiting ISIYIDS rian Dig rus Lretataihe sSoutnw S$ reenng 
| 
e . No Further Behind Than in Normz Doubl Bill Pp e 
For Their Set Figures Years, Distribs Find € Dill rressure 
Houses DoW | visrinocors a vear win gare] , While considerable money ts tle ane aween 2. | KILLS DOUBLE 
as closely as possible what a picture up oS unplayed and played busi- As a new film nightmare for the 
k Bok pageeipy ness, collections on product are né : . 
should be worth on exhibition and : outhwest trade comes a serious 
pgp iy es ,~|further behind than in good years eae ; ap 
| then go out to demand every dollar 7 ; nvasion of the twin bill. Starting 
- PY oa nis ,.. | This is according to distributors Re ag oS ae - } 
e| of the sum they set on the film. ; . Ss a weak day booster among some i 
Packed Whnik tinal fe ag .3.|Wwho at this time of the year begin \ pz ge pa 
| Where flat rental deals are made , £ the nabes, and in the shape of 
| the distribs will ask that admissions taking stock of the situation. De he : , 
Seniesa | the distribs will ask that admissions] ~~. . he double header preview among 
sake ies sa siring to get in all the money pos- ee Siecces. ehtel qemu / — 
Ww B tl ! i ee ee ible a ring arriv that everal deluxers, it's growing into 
arner Bros. theatre department sible as spring arrives, s« at ren ; : 
is g ves ‘te ra ~ y-day eal ce| Major distributors, notably Para-|tajs can * thrown ba - inte ns regular thing. And nobody seems Los Angeles, March 28, 
va _ 2a i? -— ; of nh th ahaa mount, Metro and United Artists, | ceaitt ne someé of ties a aie er st o know just what to do about it. Double feature bills got the w« « 
eek So e ) ts ei es. | : som Sid ns oan a GQucvuiorn, ss > > SUriops are Noise starte . wer g . ‘ ¢ wetine >> ¢ oT 
Gumasae ak tour Se deahe. 3h | who hav« ' en th leads rs on per- | mulling cide: iiiediian: dank ii a ’ pat qd whe “ “y! mntro- at a meeting of 83 independe nt ex. 
ture strength to one house in loca- | Ce™tase, do not intend backing down | aio nas such a ct aia * | duced the two-for-one at the Cap- |hibitors here who have joined with 
gth | “bee westag) | as s a campaign on, entail to] Wi : > : , Pines ‘ , : \ 
tions where it is represented by|°™ this system as a sales plan, it is| ing $2500 in prizes ol, ith the Old Mill (Publix) | Fox West Coast and Warners in , 
cent Ginn O06 Weeeee ane aniied( ee. Deapite th wnings have| po..y “tench n one side and the Ritz (R & R) jan agreeme iscontinue t] | 
several. § ome 49 hvuuses are salted | | nen estat a = ; ° oe . ci 4 Paramount this season moved its n the other. and all oe draw- oad be nt oe > ee continut he 
to open weekly just long enough to aa we ae Z “i + og ““l credit to accounts to less than a ing from the same slate looks j t ; Li e oa , ro “roo Sl ; 
try and pay taxes and standing on ao rous pictur¢ s, these dis- week «s a bookkeeping matter, so i a os Si li ™ oks vu . amen agreement goes into effect 
overhead. tribs will continue to favor it. hat éaiiects ea + generar a ma ter of time before these twolas soon as current contracts are 
Towns and cities where houses Metro has tenaciously clung to per- ote sone ie s 7” rere Ser will follow. Some of the suburban | played out. Agreement came only 
are being reduced to the two day| centage booking, in scores of in-| itg ebesiiodiad ‘ , — oH ee exhibs, figuring the downtown com- |after three stormy sessions. Indies 
week range in population between] Stances still holding off recalcitrant " “re rentals representing | petish might cut in, didn’t wait./also fought against fake preview 
ang é i . » a larger increase than previously Majority of stand rolv ne ' : ot niin 
10,000 and 50,000. Move will not| exhibitors because the latter are in- y. Mé jority of stands involved operate | on the part of major circuits. 
affect product buysas the housede-| sisting on flat pac ap acta - : on 25-35 tops. New preview clause provides that 
signed to get the benefit of full pic- If an account refuses to believe a State-Righter Vs. Art TF rages sm wert pe ‘a Bing ssc gle —— Poa gall lage nrg 
ture strength will pick up the best] picture can get the figure set on it - : vorth are also reported twin billing, | houses. Where the admission is 
films of the additional pictures] jt is explained, the distrib will then Spot Film Rent Tiff | ®™cipally among the srinds. As | less, for previews it must be tilted 
made available, while the ‘sluff’| take the position he has to earn it Chicago, March 28 — = exchanges, they're holler- | to the four bit figure. 
reels will be relegated to the tw0-| phy workine out a percentage deal One of the hottest exhib distrib ee = oe = oe we Pere: aie ee ei cc ce 
i ite cmctetidly : tex ; , & é iti : Le me . =Gistt uct, ete. tegarding the Capitol, e 
: > , a oe ech mroenge he 4~|If neither can be reached, because battles here over picture exhibition! the RKO branch says it’s n y re Commercial Rentals U 
ee will _ met care of by the] of distrib position as regards both] is the legal tussle between Al Dezel,| picts and Col is leaving Agent pe sab : P 
nouse in tne town. flat and percentag ‘+ ia likely | local states-righter, and the arty] york : hy 7 5 Me Sot ses 
Warners so far has completed 4] that poo ome a gt oe tdi nap Cinema machen. Flick a par oes SHES te Gaeeee. In Skouras N. Y. Houses 
survey of 300 theatres from which | pojq off ; a is ‘Should a Doctor Tell? which oe sg gaa ty: Skouras real estate shows a 5% 
Se ar? * to a owo- Theory advanced is that an above Dezel claims was contracted for the AUTO RACE FILM rain ars Mg agg on —— reial 
ont te Pay Circuit is now! average picture is good anywhere Cinema, but which never got on Detroit, March 28. innit en “ oat ve ree ee Sie 
opera ing 50 houses in additior cantik tndae of e «I the screen. Liberty Pictures, local indie out- dicated by the first quarter ending 
to which 50 are closed, many of ater after playing the first Suit i i March 12. This is for the 56 ! > 
ee ees ae ere (ie See. eine Mere Gite $6), en en Cae oe fit announces its first production, |i, New York. ae ee 
praca een dark when WE quotas the accounts will eventually A. L. Chinook of the northside arty | ‘Speedway Love,’ with Billy Arnold, "eae pig a 4. ter ; . 
q 1em, come through. By that time word of spot asking $750 for rental and at-|auto racer, in the title spot. To be vo a aeeaeen we, Tormey ef Fen, 
mouth, fan mag publicity, etc., will oo ee "dae made in two reels and with an] ~ pe 
’ have made the deal possibly more icker was contractec or 0;Italian version. George MacIntosh 
Kussel’s New Post inviting. P y guarantee and $350 additional if the|has been cast as the juvenile. SMALL MERGER 
Appointed eastern district man- ‘A good picture is as good as it gross crossed $1,200 for the time/Salvortori Murgi heads the com- Kansas City, March 28. 
ager for Paramount on distribution, | ever was,’ holds one distrib, ‘but a gy nace : ‘ ‘x pany. . Four picture houses in Inde- 
Milton Kussel will not name a suc- picture that would have been fair t oo ig cour 8 a jury 8 ated —_ — pendence, Mo., have been merged 
cessor to himself as New York ex- | two years ago is now very ordinary, o cin sss MORE SOUTH SEAS under one ownership. Theatres are 
change manager until the sales| while those that were ordinary are ” Hollywood, March 2 the Granado, Dickinson and Elec- 
earns possibly later than that. now impossible.’ Vidor Gets ‘Brothers’ Universal will send a company tric, in Independence, and the May- 
rai See ee oe c rg Sxhaustive checkup on business, Hollywood, March 28. to the South Seas, probably Tahiti, | W904, @ suburban. 
pe om he — © . e New York/and how patrons swing to houses| King Vidor will direct ‘Brothers|to make Ray JDoyle’s original, d. A. Boceee heads the group 
rer te nage enngy Abo - ei mag sayin the good pictures, even com-| Karamazov,’ starring Ronald Col- | ‘Black Pearl.’ now controlling all houses. 
i, : 3 , - | ing for miles on their film shopping,| man, at United Artists instead of 
ge of New he City. is proving this, it is claimed. Wladimir Dantchenka of the Mos- Heath-Blair Move Comic Turns Lyricist 
nee aera me —e- N. J. cow Art Theatre. Frank Heath, former Paramount Los Angeles, March 28. 
Salt swe ~aiee yy —. Randell FAST TOUR Picture goes into work as soon] casting director at the Long Island} Vic Potel, picture comic, has burst 
= fs ; nel ee & as Vidor completes his work on|studios, and Harry Blair havelinto lyrics entitled ‘Running a | 
Pogson -ragtomr ees ct head, Charlie Einfeld, publicity head, | ‘Bird of Paradise’ at Radio. Sidney | hooked up with the Livingston} Laundry for Dirty Looks.’ 
oa e ngar, appo nted to a and Mort Blumenstock, division |} Howard, doing the adaptation on casting directory (publication). Hoyt Brown put it to music and 
oh oe ay following S. R. Kent’s — es Friday (25), on a brief | ‘Brothers,’ arrives here this week Blair formerly was with ‘Film| Slim Martin is going to let his band 
s n. our of Warner theatres. from New York. Daily.’ tr 
A y it. 
Ihe Adorable Screen Child 
CHICAGO Pai ety Pic 23, 1952 CHICAGO “HERALD AND ae CHICAGO “DAILY TRIBUNE,” MARCH 21, 1932 
y Genevieve Harris EXAMINER,” MARCH 25, 1932| Mitzi Green and Clown Movie Are Good Time 
J . 
“Mitzi Green has some new impressions of famous movie stars—and “Girl Craz »H Week for Kids 
Chicago is crazy about ’em—and about Mitzi. She is appearing in per- y onors By M Ti 
son at the RKO Palace, where Joe E. Brown shouts ‘Fireman Save My Go to Mitizi Green “Phis is : rane y — Oe . 
Child’ from the screen. And those impressions that Palace visitors don't st at Bh ih en ee = re a ee SRTNee Speen 77 
see, State-Lake patrons see in ‘Girl Crazy.’ For Mitzi is an important ° : “De a rr “eo ey anes a waturcay! 
person not only ‘in person’ at the Palace, but in the featured cast of By Carol Frink ractically every child in town—so it seemed—who could persuade 
‘Girl Crazy’ at RKO’s other loop playhouse. “But the high i ott ihe a parent to be reasonable, was on deck to see Miss Mitzi Green in per- 
“At the Palace Mitzi does the popular Chevalier and Moran-and-Mack » . +6 pee ey aes oe aa rete ee overs She was & seas! And Mitzi proved to be only 
skits she delighted the audiences with on a previous visit. But to these film, without question, belong to | one endearing asain tennintcninan 
she has added George Arliss and Marlene Dietrich, Mitzi isn’t ‘mean’ to | Mitzi Green, the enfant terrible, ‘ | 
— of the celebrities she mimics, but her impressions keep Palace| who, as Bert Wheeler’s kid sister Mit ° I ee a he Eee March 25, 1932 | 
audiences in gales of laughter. The Arliss ‘sneer’ and the Dietrich legs - itz1 is Une of the i i Thi 
are the focal point of her attacks, 58!who just tags along, cops most B rig t Spots m 18 Comedy 
hs ‘Girl Crazy’ Mitzi repeats Arliss—which seems even better than|°f the picture’s laughs. Mitzi’s Mitzi ay ae snes 
the stage version because of the amazing close-up of that ‘sneer.’ Then | imitations i itz) Enlivens Proceedings 
/ j i : at ‘sneer. > { r ess ;pe- ‘ ’ : P " 
Bing Crosby, Rosco Ates and Edna May Giver ane added to the col- | ejan th a a a Prov Dis Big written little Mitzi Green into the script of ‘Girl Crazy’. . « 
lection in ‘Girl Crazy. It’s quite a series, all in all—and they demon- soap y ose Oo eorge rliss, We don’t seem to remember any pestiferous little sister in the stage 
strate again that Mitzi is one of the cleverest mimics on the stage or Edna May Oliver and Bing ee - » » But she brightens several moments that would otherwise 
the screen. Crosby.” so been mighty dull with her ‘tagging’ and also does some of her 
imitations ... so this deviation from the original is excusable.” 
SEY <2 a & | 
“GiRL crazy MMR, Chena ana 
2 < , uns 71 . 
. - E | 
MiT7! rr : BRI san PERSON E & se 
i GREEN-DoR FE THE ans & SHYRER - GRACELLA S ts MTZ GREEN ww pepe , 
' 1& SCREEN - chesye BEGBOME - Faces sy 
oe ere SEF ee VESTER MONS I LBRE bs 
go ee ee ii oa A BTR AUIS Ly. 
> staT@taxe ~~, 
CEE WHEELER & ROBT WIC SE? 
SiR CHEAZY. MITZI GREEN 
ye EE VERGE OGL eS 
' 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 











eo ee ele a 




































| 





Names 
: oa ; ba J. : e Gilda Gray and Mae Murray follow 
; es : ee ; ; ey Betty Compson into F. & M. galaxy o€ 
‘ zfs ; ; . ‘ names. Gilda’s first, but Mae (Prine 
f RY aw p : cess Mdivani) was with F. & M. five 


years ago. Reri, another name for 
house press agents to conjure with, 
leaving Manhat for F. & M. main 
studios this week, accompanied by 
Mildred Luber, demon p. a., who hag 
oodles of tie-ups for houses along 
route, 


Grads 


F. & M. grads lighting up Broad 
way again, Lupe Velez in particular 
in Zieggy’s ‘Hot-Cha.’ Lou Hoitz’s 
Hollywood show has ‘Grads’ Harry 
Richman, Mitzi Mayfair and Lyda 
Roberti—an F. & M. reunion, ag 
Lyda says. Nell Kelly is helping 
Weber and Fields score a big week 
at the RKO Palace, but Walter 
Winchell wrong about Weber and 
Fields getting their start with 
KF. & M. 


Weekly 


Joe Rose, famous Broadway step~ 
per with ‘Impression Ideas,’ con- 
tinues to get out mimeograph n.ws 
weekly pertaining to that F. & ML 
troupe. This week’s has mimeo'’ad 
color cover that had Fox art ex. 
perts guessing how accomplished. 
: ea Illustrations by Gene Tomasini show 
| , Stepper Rose, Natacha Nattova, 
Paul Sydell and Spotty and the 
four Flushers headlining in this 
Idea. 





Ted 


And now it’s Ted Lewis. The Hat 
and his band will do six weeks of 
special F. & M. engagements on the 


‘3 They’re going Fanchon & Marco— Dig es eee aor anem 
the show firm that’s going ahead ! 





co 





While on the eastern seaboard Roy 
Youngblood cf the Fox, Atlanta, and 
his Keene boss, contact with the 
Atlanta Journal's electric show and 
get eight-column cross-page ‘bane 
ner’ for Sunkists. 


is 


Tiny 
Monty and Carmo, the midget 


acrobats, will do Mickey and Minnie 
for Leonidoff in the ‘Mickey and 


Minnie’ (second F, & M. Mickey 

Mouse) Idea he is readying. Mile 

II D dred Perlee, whose beautiful figure 
was featured in Jack Lait’s kolyum 

nationally last season, will do hee 


nacehens specialty for Larry Cex 
2 ballo’s ‘Town and Country’ Idea, 
MAE MURRAY ceiscess mivanp 


Assigned 


RACQUEL TORRES == 


‘World's Fair-est,’ Norman Peel te 
‘Exotique,’ Lou Lissner to ‘Stitch fm 


Time’ and Bill Riley to ‘Swiss Move- 
FE ments.’ All are really reassigne 
5 O ments, as above all finished tours 


with other Ideas. W. P. Cullen, if 
in New York for time, now better 


than ever and out with ‘Gay Vienn@ 
; Idea, 
RERI (e-rau 


Accordion 


Earl LaVere and the famous &o=- 
cordion (as well known few years 
ago as the Ted Lewis Hat) will be 
in Leonidoff’s ‘Stitch in Time’ Idea, 
|Earl’s new partner is Mildred Brya 
and she is an eyeful. Although 


ood times are here now— 
at the offices of eee tcvaan Case, Bese ot ae 


hearsing for F. & M. ‘Malibu Beacktf 
idea, 





Here are the latest: 








TOT SEL 





ag: 





Comers 

Future Sunkists to the number of 
fifty foregathered at Loew’s Stata 
Los Angeles, last week, outfit being 
Kthel Meglin’s Wonder Kiddies 
Lots of clever F. < M. Sunkists 
came from Meglin ranks in past, se 
here's hoping. Bit of ole Lunnon 


will be pictured by Fanchon and 

IN Cc Marco with ‘Kit Kat Club,’ which 

’ may be Mae Murray's stage vehicla 

Lynn Cowan another possibility foe 
this. 


i eee sien ail dl we page sete pin OMB 


= 





ffices 
Ol Aquatic 


HOLLYWOOD e SAN FRANCISCO @ SEATTLE @ MILWAUKEE @ NEW YORK : Lottie Mayer's new disappearing 





diving ballet about ready. Expected 
to joint ‘On the Riviera’ at Fox, St 
Louis, April 8. From the Riviera te 
Iceland in a mental jump, but Idea 
will have Thora Thorenberg, bora 
in Iceland eighteen years ago. Lea 
Port and Dotty’s comedy act dis- 
covery, cleaning audiences up 
through dotty foolery in Pat West's 
‘Gobs of Joy in Bermuda’ Idea, 
a 
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He’s home again—the happy, its lively enthusiasm — back 

| hilarious Highness of Ho-De- from the fresh triumphs of his 
Ho—back in the famous Cotton ten weeks Paramount- Publix 
Club, where he originated the tour—back to fresher triumphs | 
wild new jazz cry which has on the radio and on stages of 
swept the entire country with New York Theatres! | 
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The Most Amazing Personality in the World of Music! Bs 








Exclusive Management 


Mitts DANCE ORCHESTRAS, tne. 
799 Seventh Avenue, New York City 


Phone—Circle 7-2584 
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Academy Cites 
~ Studio, Exhib, 
Aperture Aids 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts 

and Science has begun the distrib- 
ution of 150,000 leaflets, containing 
instructions to all theatre projec- 
tionists in the United States and 
Canada as the final step in the 
gtandardizing of projection aper- 
tures, a project that has been under- 
way two years. 
* Distribution will be through local 
exchanges and will accompany 
prints of current pictures, now be- 
jng filmed to conform with the 
gtandardization. It will continue 
through April and May. 

By the new scheme the shape of 
theatre screens will tend away from 
the square and toward an oblong 
of approximately three by four pro- 
portions. 

With the establishment of this 
@niform aperture size the wide vari- 
ation that came about through the 
introduction of sound track on film, 
will be done away with. 





Academy technicians cite’ the 
benefits that will accrue from the 
gtandardization. To the studios: 


Saving in time now spent in set- 
ting up cameras for composition in 
three aperture sizes. 

A reduction in lighting units be- 
e@ause scaffold lights can be lowered 
from three to five feet. 

Tops of sets can be lowered as 
much as six feet and all sets can 
be reduced in width nearly ten per- 
eent. 

Sound quality can be improved 
by the lowering of microphones, in 
@ome cases. 

For Ehibs 

Advantages to the theatres are 
Bisted as: 

Elimination of sliding apertures 
and other mechanical contrivances 
for adapting to varied film frame 
gizes and shapes. 

Elimination of movable _ lens 
Mounts and other centering devices 
required by the variation of frame 
g@izes and shapes. 

Increased efficiency in projection 
by these eliminations and the ob- 
taining of improved projection qual- 


18 Mexico City Exhibs 
Must Pay Lay-Off Wages 


Mexico City, March 28. 

Owners of 18 local picture houses 
have been ordered again by the 
federal board of conciliation and 
arbitration to pay employees sal- 
@ries for the 22 days they were on 
Strike last November. Strike re- 
sulted from owners’ proposal to cut 
Galaries and dismiss certain em- 
Ployees as an economy measure, 
and closed houses completely. Own- 
ers got an injunction against 
board's ruling that they must pay 
Strikers for loafing. 

Board has now ordered payment 
of these salaries which amounts to 
@bout $20,000. Operators argue 
hard times make it impossible for 
them to pay that much money, and 
~— asked board to reconsider its 

ng. 








Publix Mgr. Caught 


St. Paul, March 28. 

Law caught up with Walter Feist, 
Manager of the Uptown, ace nabe 
here, and he’s in the county jail 
@waiting sentence Thursday (31) on 
& grand larceny charge. He pleaded 
Guilty to embezzling some $200 of 
Publix funds. 

Feist, recently transferred from 
the loop Tower, was jailed on com- 
Plaint of Joe Rosenfield, St. Paul 
manager, when he appropriated part 
of week’s payroll and dipped into 
receipts to extent of $50. Case re- 
ferred to probation officer with 
Chances Feist will escape serving 
term as this is his first offense. 


FOX LOSES LEASE SUIT 
Oklahoma City, March 28. 

Judgment wag rendered in dis- 
trict court here against Fox Film 
Corp. for $6,123 as rent due the 
Oklahoma City Co. 

Suit alleged the film company 
broke a five-year lease, alleging 
that it was forced to do so because 
of a city ordinance forbidding oc- 
Cupation of a non-fireproof building 
&8 a film exchange. 

Opinior. pointed out that the con- 
tract provided that the company 
Could sublet the building. 








Injunction Halts Probe 
Asked by Indie Exhibs 


Milwaukee, March 28. 

Temporary injunction was issued 
at Madison, Wis., by Federal Judge 
Geiger, restraining the state de- 
partment of agriculture from pro- 
ceeding with an investigation into 
alleged unfair practices of moving 
picture distributors. Arguments on 
the distributors’ request for a per- 
manent injunction were deferred 
until April 2, the temporary injunc- 
tion remaining in effect until that 
date. 

It is alleged, according to inde- 
pendent theatre operators, that the 
chain corporations are conspiring 
to prevent the independents from 
getting pictures. Three federal 
judges, sitting jointly, will hear ar- 
guments April 2. 


Spring and Annual 
Protection Battle 
Are Due in Chicago 


Chicago, March 28, 

As regular as the coming of 
spring arrives the annual prepara- 
tion for a battle over protection 
on the coming season. Most of the 
situations of the town are slated 
to remain in the same spottings 
as at present. That takes in the 
north and west side releases. Only 
smack of a tiff arises in the south- 
side, due to the advent of the new 
B.&K. Southtown. This indicates a 
protection battle between Warner 
Brothers and Publix-B.&K., the 
two ace exhib groups of the big 
south district. 

As presently arranged the three 
B.&K. spots, the deluxe Tivoli, 
Tower and Southtown, the latter 
two in straight pictures, are all in 
the same week labelled as A-pre- 
release. The two big Warner 
houses in straight flicks, the Av- 
alon and Capitol, are also running 
in the A-prerelease week. Result 
during the last two months has 
been a straining for product among 
these theatres. Scarcity of product 
forced the other Warner large 
seater on the south, the Stratford, 
into the subsequent week of re- 
lease, a two-split and cut admis- 
sion. This is rated as B-prerelease. 
The A week rates those houses 
which run films a full week and 
charge 50 cents at the box office. 

Present outlook indicates that 
both B.&K. and Warners will have 
to shove at least one house apiece 
down a week in order to have one 
spot follow the other in order to 
grab enough film to keep the 
screens alive. It’s likely that B.&K. 
will push the Tower to B-prerelease 
and Warners the Avalon. Neither 
company is anxious to slip either 
of these houses back. 

Jimmy Coston, of Warners, has 
already notified the exchanges that 
he is arranging his protection letter 
for the coming season, but so far 
the distributors have not received 
the missive. 


R-R Off 50c Top 


Dalios, March 28. 

Robb & Rowley, ace Texas indie 
theatre string, discarding the 50 
cent top. Move is one of the first 
following that chain’s release from 
Hughes-Franklin back to its origi- 
nal owners. 

New scale ranges from 25 to 35, 
with some of the show window 
holding forth for 40-cent maximum, 
R & R chain involves around 55 
houses throughout the southwest, 











NETH’S BREAKDOWN 
Columbus, March 28. 
J. Real Neth, owner of the Grand 
and numerous suburban houses, 
suffered a breakdown last week. 
Case diagnosed as exhaustion. 
Complete rest for some months 
faces Neth after he is able to get 
about again. 


DUEL’S OKLA. 4 


Dallas, March 
Prospects of further expansion 
by the Duel Amusement Co., new 
Texas indie outfit, seen in recent 
annexation of four P-P houses in 
Oklahoma, the Criterion and Ar- 
cadia at Enid and the Rialto and 
Sugg in Chickasha. 


9° 
&O-« 


‘Trouble’ for Jones 
Hollywood, March 28. 
First of the Buck Jones eight for 
Columbia’s new program will 
‘Born to Trouble.’ Story is by Lam- 
bert Hillyer, who will also direct. 
Production starts when Jones re- 
turns here from his vaude trip in 
about three weeks. 





be} 





Montage 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Montage, which the arty 
school of pictures uses in a 
mystical sense to mean film 
cutting plus psychology plus 
philosophy, was conspicuously 
ignored in the discussion of 
film editing attended by 200 
Academy members at Fox 
Hills in Westwood last week. 

Technicians who did most of 
the talking tackled every-day 
mechanical aspects of picture 
editing, not omitting the fun- 
damental patch. But they 
showed they had the same ef- 
fects in mind as the cine- 
astes who explain what they 
want to do by a quotation from 
Schopenhauer. 

Speeding up or slowing down 
tempo are the important abili- 
ties expected in a studio cut- 
ter, and it is assumed he feels 
dramatic and comic impulses 
and can give expression on the 
screen by his placing and cut- 
ting of action and dialog. 


MANAGERIAL SHIFTS 
CONTINUE IN F-W.C. 


Los Angeles, March 28. 

Managerial changes at Fox-West 
Coast instituted by the Skouras 
brothers were mainly additions to 
the present staff through the re- 
opening of dark houses and dis- 
carding of the city manager sys- 
tem whereby one man handled two 
or three houses in the same local- 
ity. 

California, San Diego, and West- 
wood Village, near Santa Monica, 
reopened Sunday (27) and three 
new houses are to be unveiled; Flor- 
ence at Compton opens April 9, the 
United Artists, Long Beach, on the 
same day and the United Artists, 
El Centro, in 60 days. 

Resignations from F-WC were re- 
ceived from Rasty Wright, long- 
time manager of the Chinese, leav- 
ing the circuit without representa- 
tion in the operation of this house 
by Sid Grauman; Harry Woodin, 
Boulevard manager and former New 














York state division manager for 


Fox Theatres, and R. T. Bishop of 
the Alcazar, Bell. 
Fresh Blood 

New appointments are: 

W. L. Doudlah, Fox, San Diego; 
Jack Stebbins, California, San 
Diego; J. L’Esperence, Orpheum, 
San Diego; John Howard, succeed- 
ing Herbert Norris at El Centro; 
Reno Wilkie, California, Bakersfield; 
Ralph Blank from the Figueroa to 
the Mesa; Larry Goux, Mesa to new 
Florence, Compton; Notis Komny- 
mos to the Figueroa; Frank New- 
man, Jr., to new United Artists, 
Long Beach; Marty Schwartz, 
Boulevard; Charles Jones, West- 
wood Vilage; Frank Brown, Alca- 
zar, Bell; Lester Clark, United 
Artists, Pasadena; Horton Kahn, 
succeeding Clark at the Colorado, 
Pasadena. 

Al Stetson is the Arizona division 
manager and upon his return from 
the northern trip with the Skouras 
brothers, Frank Newman will han- 
die de luxers in the Los Angeles 
territory. 





Fifth Bombing 


Peoria, Ill., March 28. 

Fifth theatre bombing here with- 
in recent months, attributed to 
labor difficulties, occurred Thurs- 
day (24), with the explosion of a 
pineapple at the Garden theatre. It 
blasted windows for several blocks, 
but only the réof of the building 
was damaged and the theatre’s 
schedule was not interrupted. 

Bomb was tossed from a passing 
car. Union operators were discon- 
tinued two years ago and after a 
year’s picketing the theatre was 
apparently overlooked by union 
men until last week's Vis{t. 


ROCHESTER UNIONS CUT 





» 


Rochester, N Y., March 28 
Voluntary agreement of stage- 
hands and motion picture operat- 
ors to a 10% salary cut is an 


nounced here. Redus 





uled to run April 1-Sept. lL Effec- 
tive in all theatres. 
Blumenstock As P. A. 
Sid Blumenstock, an assistant 
director at the Paramount Astoria 
studio, has joined the Warner pub- 


licity department for the New York 
houses under Lou Goldberg. 

He is a brother of Mort Blumen- 
stock, publicity director for the 
Warner theatre chain. 








Charge Missing House 
| Mgr. with Grand Larceny 


Minneapolis, March 28. 
County attorney has issued a 
complaint charging first degree 
grand larceny against David J. 
| Wells, former manager of the 
| Grand (Publix), loop second run 


| house here 

It is alleged that Wells failed to 
| deposit $499 on Dec. 19 when he 
|} was banking the theatre's receipts. 
| He has disappeared. 


L. A. Duals Quietly 
Slice Mat Prices; 
All Films ‘Feature’ 
eg Sg nl 


runs have cut matinee prices to 15 
cents. Evening prices 2 





Los 


remain 25 
and 40 cents, but the 40-cent seats 
have been reduced in number with 
only the two-bit sign on the mar- 
quees, 

Theatre owners did not ballyhoo 
the new mat prices but eased it 
across quietly after a secret meet- 
ing. At the confab double billing 
was also a prime subject, with 
some of the operators willing to 
go back to single features as soon 
as their present contracts expire. 
No decision has been made on the 
twin bill angle but another meet- 
ing will be held at which time a 
definite decision will be made as 
to whether or not the double bills 
remain. 

Stretching 

Meantime, all houses are carry- 
ing on a marquee war with most of 
them billing everything including 
shorts as a ‘feature.’ 

Rialto blasts ‘Three Features’ in 
lights. Bill is made up of ‘Con- 
solation Marriage,’ Laurel and 
Hardy in ‘One Good Turn’ and a 
Mickey Mouse cartoon. Next door 
the Tower bills ‘Five Features.’ Its 
screen fare consists of ‘Union 
Depot,’ ‘Fanny Foley Herself’ (first 
run), Pathe News, Mickey Mouse, 
and a ‘Young Hollywood’ one-reel 
comedy. But on the marquee 
everything is a feature. 





Rental Dispute Posts 
Notice, Loew’s Roch’r 


Rochester, N. Y., March 28, 

Rental dispute threatens to close 
Loew's Rochester theatre. Dispos- 
session action served by Greater 
Rochester Properties, Inc., of Puf- 
falo, owners of building, after 
Loew's failed to pay the rent. 
Notice to employees has been 
posted by manager D. J. Nolan for 
closing Thursday (31). 

Loew's is asking reduction of 
rental from $13,000 a month, claim- 
ing impossible to keep out of the 
red. House seats 4,000. 





E. C. Rhoden Set 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
E. C. Rhoden has been given a 
contract by the Skourases and stays 
on as division manager of Fox-West 
Coast's Midland circuit. 
Rhoden will operate the 110 houses 
in the division from Kansas City, 





9-FLOOR FALIL—AND LIVES 

Des Moines, Ia., March 28. 
George Hardy, 24, Negro window 
washer, fell from the ninth floor of 
the Paramount theatre building last 
week when his safety belt broke, He 





crashed into the canopy over the 
theatre entrance, and his body went 
half way through the canopy be- 


|fore he was rescued. 
| An hour later he was sitting up in 
the hospital discussing the acci- 
dent. He suffered a broken 
leg, a cut lip and some abrasions on 
the 


) 
oniyv 


arms. 


MILWAUKEE REPEAL MOVE 


Milwaukee, 


ed rate sched- | 


suffered any sethacks be- 








| 


March 28. 
Amusems interests have joined 
; With Seventh Day Adventists in 
| urging voters to cast their ballots | 
| for a repeal of the Wisconsin Sun- 
| day laws at the April 5 elections 
| Amusements in general have 
never 


|; cause of the Sunday laws which, 
| while on the books, have 


r enforce “nt back of 


Indie Midwest Exhibs Becoming 
Cinch Chumps for Gyp Workers 


Chicago, March 28 
Blame the depression for a wide 
increase of gyp racketeers preying 
on the exhibs of the midwest. Busi 
ness being what it is among the 
small town and neighborhood houses 
the gyp artists are discovering that 


the worried exhibs are willing to 
listen to almost any scheme that 
promises to pry a couple of coins 
from the public. But so many of 
these attendance increasing ideas 


have proven out-and-out gyps that 
the Better Business Bureau locally 
is being swamped with complaints 
from downstate and local neighbor- 
hood exhibitors. 

Result has been that Allied has 
established what it cails a clearing 
house, by which method all propo- 
sitions of this character are investi- 
gated before the exhib is notified 
that it’s oke to accept the deal. 

Boys with the attendance building 
schemes are required to fill out an- 
plication forms and deliver certain 
references before they are given an 
okay. Allied is using this clearance 
house as its particular selling point 
to the non-Allied downstate exhibi- 
tors who have been the particular 
victims of the gyp boys. It appears 
that the losses of exhibs is in ratio 
to business. The poorer the trade 
the more easily will the exhib fall 
for the con chatter. 

Easy Money 

Most of the plans are strictly the 
gyp. These angles include every- 
thing from photos of picture stars 
to free permanent waves. In the 
photo angle, the exhib is asked to 
place a certain deposit to insure the 
cost of printing of the photos and 
the name of the theatre. Gyp stows 
the coin anc forgets to come back. 
In the permanent wave stunt, the 
exhib is permitted to allow his 
patrons, say, five free permanent 
waves, the winners chosen by pick- 
ing the lucky names out of a hat. 
But the gyps grab all the names of 
the customers, then go around to 
their houses later and inform them 
that they also were selected as sec- 
ond class winners, and for two-bits 
they can get a $5 permanent. But 
when the ladies get to the beauty 
parlor they find that they’re forced 
to pay $4 and $5 for ‘extras.’ They 
complain to the exhibitor, refuse to 
come to the theatre again, and the 
exhib, left with the empty seats, 
runs to the cops. 


Like Sat. Starts 


Los Angeles, March 28. 

Loew's State switch to Satur- 
day openings is expected to be fol- 
lowed in a few weeks by the Para- 
mount which is now contemplating 
Friday openings. Loew's change 
from Wednesday to Saturday pre- 
mieres begins this week with ‘Hell 
Divers’ (Metro) and Fanchon & 
Marco's ‘Exotique’ covering a 10- 
day stretch. ‘Beast of the City’ 
starts the new policy next Saturday 
(2). 

Of the four downtown first runs 
left in Los Angeles, three, Loew's 
State, Paramount and the RKO 
Hillstreet will thus be opening on 
the week end. Fourth, the Or- 
pheum, has no set policy on its 
longer than one week runs. 


WB Turn Back Deal 


Elmira, N. Y., March 28. 

Warner Bros.’ two houses here, 
taken over from the Bernstein 
Bros., may be turned back to the 
original owners. 

Warners has approached the 
Bernsteins with the proposition 
that the original operators take care 
of existing mortgages, according to 
local report. 











INJURY SUIT 
Des Moines, Ia., March 238. 

Publix Theatre Corp. and thea 
Des Moines Theatre Co. are defend- 
ants in a suit filed last week aske 
ing $950 damages. 

Margaret Dugan claims she 
tripped and fell in the aisle of the 
Palace, 


Since then, plaintifY al- 
leges, she has suffered headaches 
;}and internal injuries, 

N. H. Town Okays Sundays 

Salem, N. H., Marc} 

Salem voters have joined with 
those in many other New Hamp- 
shire communities in approving 

inday night vaudfilm shows, 


never had / 5 


\ 


Vote was 4 to 74, 
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F&M Economy 
On Acts After 


Skouras Visit 





Los Angeles, March 28. 

Budget cutting has hit Fanchon 
& Marco with th producing com- 
pany figuring on cutting the pay- 
roll on their units several hundred 
dollars weekly through the elim- 
ination of one or two acts from 
each unit 


Units with four acts will be cut 
to three and three-act units cut to 
two if the economy goes through: 
Line girls will be given added 
duties with one or two of them so- 
loing and an additional line num- 
ber put in to make up for the 
elimination. 

Understood that the pruning was 
suggested by the Skouras brothers 
during their once over of the F. 
& M. organization. Cut in the 
units will also mean the cutting of 
the price of the units to the houses, 


which at present runs from $1,800 
to $5,000 weekly, according to the 
type of house designed for. 





START SPOT BOOKING 
RKO’S INTACT ROUTE 


2KO's intact route will be spot 
booked, as in the Orpheum circuit 
days, starting this week. Abandon- 
ment of the intacts was officially 
ordered yesterday (Monday) by 
Martin Beck. With the other book- 
ers, Beck is now straightening out 
present intact bookings and routing 
the shows elsewhere to clear the 
theatres for the new system. 

Peck described the intact show 
Policy as not sufficiently flexible, 
Stating this is the reason for his 
decision to break up the route. 

The units at the standard price 
of $2,750 are too costly for some 
theatres and not strong enough for 
others playing them, Beck contends. 
He believes the shows can be built 
more in accordance with accom- 
panying pictures and local tastes 
under spot booking. 

The 20 towns comprising the in- 
tact route will be distributed among 
the other bookers, acts being routed 
individually instead of as parts of 
standing units. 

Until the intact route was organ- 
ized and systematic routing made 
possible, the circuit was dropping 
around $100,000 a year in railroad 
fares. The booking office was re- 
sponsible for extra cost to acts 
when changing dates and lengthen- 
ing jumps on acts. 








Kedzie Open All Week, 
But Vaude Still 3 Days 


Chicago, March 28. 

After trying a week-end policy 
for several weeks the Kedzie, west 
side vaude preview spot, is going 
back to a full week again, starting 
this week. Policy will be four 
splits a week, with the vaude show- 
ings moved back from Friday to 
Wednesday. Alteration in the scale 
too, with a straight 10c tap through 
the week except on preview night, 
which will boost to 10-20-30 and 
same for Saturday and Sunday. 

Film booking has been a prob- 
lem to the Kedzie, but is now some- 
what better, although the pictures 
set will be repeats on everything in 
that neighborhood. Possibility that 
the vaude here may be extended to 
a last half or even a split week if 
business picks up. Full week pol- 
icy means pictures every day, but 
with vaude.on Saturday, Sunday 
and Wednesday. 








PICTURE GUILD’S TRY 
Week-end vaudeville goes into the 
Parkway, Bronx, next Saturday (2), 


comprising five acts. 

House is a link in the Picture 
Guild chain, and if the stage at- 
tractions catch on they will also be 
routed into the Belmont, Blenheim 
Qnd Benenson theatres 





MIL, OUT AGAIN 


R. I. Amendment Would 
Permit Sunday Vaude 


Providence, March 28. 
Further liberalization of the Sun- 
day amusement law is provided in 
a .measure pending before the 
Rhode Island Legislature, which is 


scheduled for passage late this 
week. Besides providing for the 
opening of theatres an hour earlier 
than the present law calls for on 
Sundays, the bill also amends so 
that full vaudeville acts may be 


presented and it also permits the 
staging of burlesque shows. 


When the bill passes theatres 
may open their doors at 2 p. m. 
Film exhibitors sought to. start 


shows at 1 p. m., but when the 
measure was reported out of com- 
mittee it contained a compromise 
opening hour. 














Mayer Tells 


Lincoln, Neb., March 28. 

The law college made its an- 
nual attempt to stop the vaude 
by penny-pitching and reading 
newspapers. Ray Mayer, of 
Evans and Mayer, stopped in 
the middle of a piano number 
and called out: 

‘Hey, while you're at it, 
in the want ads 
a job.’ 





look 
and find me 














RKO VAUDE AT HIPP, BUFF. 
Buffalo, March 28. 
The Shea Hipp RKO vaudeville 
programs have been switched from 
that house to the Century. The 
Hipp go2s straight pictures as pre- 
viously at the Century. 
Century has over 


1,000 more 


| Publix Cuts Eastern 
Vaude to Two Towns 


Publix will reduce its eastern 
vaudeville to two towns, Stamford 
and Scollay Square, Boston, on 
April 15, taking acts out of Wilkes- 
Barre and Scranton on that date. 
Scranton has played vaude con- 
sistently, while Wilkes-Barre was 
added late last fall. 


Stock, locally produced, is in- 
tended for both the Pennsylvania 
towns. 


At the height of the season Pub- 
lix was using vaude in a dozen 
spots, all booked through the Will- 
iam Morris office. 





seats than the Hipp and originally 
housed Loew vaudeville. Simul- 
taneously a reduced price policy 
was announced for the Century. 


MUSICIANS’ PISTOLS 
CAUSE DAMAGE SUIT 


Los Angeles, March 28. 

Patron who sat way down front 
at a Loew’s State show Christmas 
week is suing Fox-WC Theatres for 
$2,000, saying he got an eyeful—or 
gunpowder. 

Patron is Walter Bellstein, Hunt. 
ington Park druggist. He says he 
sat in the second row, and in the 
midst of some Christmas songs the 
orchestra started firing revolvers, 

Bellstein got an injection of pow. 
der in the left eye and was under 
treatment several weeks, he claims, 


Also he asserts, it was five weeks 
before he could attend to business, 























RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 76 
(Week March 26) Portiand, Ore. 


VERNON RATHBURN 


“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-0-TETTE 
(Dir. Harry Ward—Max Gordon) 


EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 


Songs by Jean Paurel 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 


THE ELECTRIC TRIO 


Wes and Lisa Adams 
Bernice Mershon 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


QUACK-QUACK-QUACK 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 60 
(Week April 9) Seattle, Wash. 


EBONY FOLLIES 
“A Musical Comedy Romance 
from Alabam’ ” 
(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


WILL and GLADYS AHERN 


with Brother Den 
“Artzona’s Fun Spinners” 


(Direction of Milton Lewis) 











Vaudeville’s Popular 
HEALY and CROSS 


“The Stage Salesmen of Songs” 
(Direction of Charles H. Allen) 


ARTHURa¢ MORTON 
HAVEL 


in 
“Hot Water”—By H. C. Greene 


With Helen Lockhart, Denise Dooley 
and Bud Williamson 
(Dir. Jess Freeman—Chas. Morrison) 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 84 
as (Week April 2) Minneapolis, Mian. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT ag 
(Week March 26) Syracuse, New y York — 





The Mirth Provokers 
of a Nation! 


OLS EN 


AND 


JOHNSON 


and Their 
“ATROCITIES OF 1932°’ 


22 Nuts of All Kinds 
All With One Idea and One Purpose 
— To Make You Laugh— 


BATA and BESSIE KAPPLE 


“Two Beautiful Dancing Singers” 
The Hight Miss-takes 
“Nestling in a Bouquet of Idiots” 
With Moore and Shy, Geo. Moore, 
Joe Perry, Sidney Gibson, Gibson, 
Gibson, Gibson, Gibson and Gibson 
Also “Speedy’’ Paterson 
And Sundry Nuts—too 
Numerous to Mention!t 





THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
R I C oH 


with 
CHERI 
*‘Miss Pert of Paris’’ 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Eiongated Express of Comedy” 
AL HODGES 
“Oklahoma's Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 


The Chinese Helen Kane 


“The Voice with a Heart’”’ 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 


And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Biondell & Mack) 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 15 
(Week April 2) San francisco, Calif. 


HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 


with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


HOWARD --FINE--HOWARD 


“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 


with 
JACK WALSH 
(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas, H. Allen—M. 8S. Bentham) 


ADELAIDE 
HALL 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Direction of Weber-Simoa) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE q-y 7 
(Week April 2) Seattle 


THE AVALONS 
A Thrill a Second 
(Dir. of Billy Jackson & Je& Davis) 


HAL NIEMAN 


“The Vagabond Rover” 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


DONATELLA BROTHERS 


and CARMEN 











in 
“Wait and See” 
(Dir. of Jeff Davis & Billy Jackson) 


CLARA BARRY 
ORVAL WHITLEGE 


“He Doesn’t Know the Musio and 
She Docsn’t Know the Words” 


(Dir. of Thomas J, Fitzpatrick) 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
(Week April 2) St. Paul, Minn. 


ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 





BEKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 87 
(Week April 2) (05th St., Cleveland 


THREE BREDWINS 
Athletic Comics 
(Direction of Hugo Morris) 








DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower’s Reception” 
(Direction of Chas. Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress” 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 








MADELINE PATRICE 


Protege of the Late Enrico Caruso 
(Direction of Morris & Oz) 


NAYAN PEARCE 
and JAY VELIE 


in “RED RHAPSODY” 
Boyd Davis, Musical Director 
(Dir. Ed. 8S. Keller & Bert Wishnew) 


AMERICA’S EGOTIST 


Harry J. Conley 
In Person 


(Direction of Curtis & Allen) 














BKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 
(Week April 2) Oakiand, Calif. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 178 
(Week April 2) Tacoma, Wash. 





BOB STICKNEY 


With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ear Bender’”’ 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 








THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 


(Direction of Weeden-Schultz) 


CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 


“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


KRUGEL— ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Ox) 


DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 


With Sultana and Vivera 
Marie Patri—At the Piano 


(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


The Colone! of American Nuts 
with Myrtle Lansing 
(Personal Megr., Jesse H. Martin) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 82 
(Week Mareh 26) St. Paul, Minn. 


GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 


VIC OLIVER 


Europe's Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 
(Direction of Phil Offin) 


CASS, MACK and OWEN 
“On the Up and Up” 


(Direction of Sam Tishman) 


NAN 
HALPERIN 


Tells You About Women Here, 


There and Everywhere 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week April 23) Minneapolis, Minn. 


The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


IN 
“HOT FROM HARLEM” 


WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 

MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 

JELI SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 
Chorus of Eighteen 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE itNTACT 13 
(Week Aprii 2) Les Angeles, Calif. 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


__ (Direction of Webe:-Simon) 


HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend cf Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 























BRKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 17 
(Week April 2) Portiand, Ore. 


THE ORANTOS 
“Heads Up” 
World's-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 81 . 
(Week April (6) Seattle, Wash. 


ANN ROTH Zongland’s Pep 


Representative 


JOY FINLEY Revelation 


in Rhythm 
Dance 


Dane = MARY DUNCKLEY 








MASTERS 


AND 


| GRAYCE 
in “GESS WHO'TIS 
| (Dir. Jess Freeman-Chas. Morrison) 
} 
| 





An Artistic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 

Stanley Simmons 

(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 


DON 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 











ico teaver tease, Maren 28. | ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 
RKO Riverside, Milwaukee, goes 6 ” 
B&traight pir tures again April 8, SHOW BOA | 
dropping vaude for the second time ith 
Within a yenr. 400 
Hiouse has been in the doldrums Marty May 
for : 1 ; rw ae Jean Carroll and a supporting cast, 
or a long while, having gone composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 
through everything from eight-act Beautiful Sailorettes 
Policies to irtact shows. (Direction of Chas. Morrison) 
Pn 





ee 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 





WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 


Benny’s Bad Boy and 


“RED” PEPPER 


The Cayenne Comedian 





The Three Playboys 
DENNY LYNCH 
MYRL ALDERMAN 
RAY EHRHART 


The Ultimate in Harmony 
| BENNY 


and His Famous Orchestra 


Personal Mgr. George Wood 
Bill McCaffery-Leo Fitsgerald) 














(Dir. 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 85 
(Week April (6) Minneapolis, Minn. 
‘ ” 
‘“‘PORCELAIN ROMANCE 
Ganjou Brothers and Louise Gay 
(Direction: Chas. Morrison) 





———* 


Boy with the Balancing Compiles 


BOB RIPA 








Denmark's Juggling Genius 
(Direction: Jenie Jacobs) > 


FRANK EDDIE 


HURST and VOGT 


in 
“OUT OF THE MARINES” 
By H. C. Green 
Chas. H. Alten) 





(Direction: 


DIAMOND BROS. 


HUGIIE—TOM—HABROLD 


“Nevertheless Gentlemen” 








(Direction: Chas. Morrison) 
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circuit’s orchestra and music de- 
partment. Milton Schwartzwald 
received four weeks’ notice Satur- 
day (26), upon RKO's decision to 
drop the department. The radio 
hour, supervised musically by 
Schwartzwald, also goes off the air 
April 15. 

As in the past, RKO’s pit leaders 
will now have to obtain their own 
arrangements and lay out all over- 
tures, etc. Schwartzwald’s bureau 
has been supplying the pit crews 
with all essentials, including special 
orchestrations, for the past couple 
of years. 

At Schwartzwald’s insistence, 
RKO some time ago embellished 
and improved the house orchestras 
and raised the music in the vaude- 
yille pits to the competing picture 
house level. Prior to installation 
of Schwartzwald’s ideas and since 
the birth of the circuit, the Keith 
and RKO vaudeville pit music as 
accompaniment for vaudeville acts 
had been notoriously bad. 

Improvement of pit music by 
RKO became a lead that was fol- 
lowed by the other vaudeville-play- 
ing circuits. 


ANYRT-MARGE’ AT PAL 
AT. $1,000—WRIGLEY 


Chicago, March 28. 

Having inherited a smattering of 
show business from his late father, 
Phillip K. Wrigley, head of the 
Wrigley enterprises, is taking the 
first step forward to the theatre by 
booking his own radio act, ‘Myrt 
and Marge,’ into the Palace here, 
April 2. 

Act goes into the Palace for 
$1,000, which will be distributed 
among the eight. or nine people in 





- the turn, with Wrigley unconcerned 


about the coin part of it if he can 
put the plug over for his chewing 
gum. Wrigley has ordered an elab- 
orate production for the Palace en- 
gagement. 

‘Myrt and Marge’ (Myrtle Vail 
and Donna Dammerel) are on a 
five-a-week series about back stage 
life over CBS. 


Meroff Fills In 


The Benny Meroff unit has filled 
in its 21-day layoff on the RKO in- 
tact route with outside theatre and 
dance dates. The Meroff band plays 
&@ one niter in Albert Lea, Minn., 
following St. Paul. 

Dance job at the Marigold Gar- 
dens, Minneapolis, a theatre week 
for Publix in Duluth, and another 
dance engagement at the Lowry 
hotel, St. Paul, follow. Meroff then 
resumes for RKO in Seattle. 








INJURED GIRLS SUING 


Carmen Roder and Florence Le- 
fevre, acrobatis, have filed suit 
through Louis Handin, New York 
attorney, for $3,000, against the 
Keystune Transportation company, 
operating a taxi fleet. They claim 
injuries while passengers in one of 
the Keystone cabs. 

Miss Roder is with the Roder 
Troupe snd Miss Lefevre with the 
Lelands. 


NITA’S NEW PARTNER 
Nita Martan from pictures is 
teaming with Jack Carrol for com- 
edy song turn. 
She came east. with Murray 
Smith, but after a brief partner- 
Ship in Florida they split up. 











Camel in Indianapolis 
CBS's Camel period will play In- 


dianapolis for Publix the week of | 


nore 29 instead of the Keith's, 
~aitimore, as previously scheduled. 
Freq Schanberger, operating the 
saltimore house, agreed to post- | 
Pone the radio turn for one week. 


Prior to its Indianapolis booking, 
ie Camel unit plays Buffalo and 
€troit for Publix 


Durante, along with Lou Clayton 
and Eddie Jackson, were offered 
middle-west time by RKO at $5,000 
but turned it down due to conditions 
imposed by the circuit whereby 
they would have had to come into 
New York. 


BOTH HOLLY’D-PALACE 
OVER $30,000 LAST WK. 


Warner’s Hollywood and RKO’s 
Palace recorded unusual Holy Week 
grosses last week. The Hollywood 
at $33,000 beat the Palace by $2,000. 
Palace show cost more than the 
Hollywood’s in salaries, running 
over $16,000. 

Lou Holtz and Harry Richman 
will remain at the Hollywood as a 
combination on the next bill there. 
Current lineup, now in its second 
week, will stay four weeks at least. 





B-K Angling for Cooper 
And Olsen-Johnson 


Chicago, March 28. 

B. & K. continues on a heavy tal- 
ent hunt, ready to sign for big 
names from stage, screen or radio. 
Up for consideration are 
Cooper, screen kid, and Olsen and 
Johnson, 

Asking price for Cooper is $6,500 
a week, with B. & K. balking at 
the price, but waiting to see what 
the kid does at the Roxy, New York. 
Negotiations for Olsen and John- 
son to play the B. & K. houses here 
are on. If and when the deal goes 
through it will be the first time in 
‘steen years Olsen and Johnson 
have played away from RKO, ex- 
cept for a brief interlude for War- 
ners on the coast a couple of years 
ago. 


Bad Girl’ In 12 Mins. 


‘Rad Girl’ is bo'ng condensed for 
vaudeville and picture heuses, to 
rvn about 12 minutes as a playlet. 
The taxi scene ard that showing a 
reom in a hospital will make up 
the act. 

Robert V. Newman, who produced 
the show, controls the short ver- 
sion. ‘Girl’ originated as a ‘ook, 
then was adapted for legit and was 
done as a picture as well. 


Names in Milwaukee 


Chicago, March 28. 
Starting Saturday (2) the Gar- 
den, Milwaukee, starts on a new 


stage policy with Barbara Stan- 


wyck and Frank Fay headlining. 
Garden, a Brin owned house of 
about 1,200 seats, has been in 


straight pictures. 

New policy calls for just one big 
name a week, with ho added pro- 
duction ideas. Local Wm. Morris 
office in booking. 


FELOVIS’ PASSPORT FIX 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Paul Seidel and Spotty, dog act, 
will be taken out of the 
Worlds Fair’ F. & M. 
here this week to go into the ‘Art 
Gallery’ idea opening Seattle 
March 31. 


Will replace Felovis, juggler, who 
will be forced to leave the country 
temporarily to re-enter under an- 


other immigration permit. 


TURNS FARMER 





Trenton, N. J., March 28. 
After 35 years in show business 
Herman Wahn has decided to for- 


get everything and become a farm- 


er. He will raise chickens and cul- 
|tivate asparagus as a specialty. 
Wahn was an actor, then ne dé 
| cided to become a2 manage hie - 
came associated with the Jaie Mil- 


managed severai 


;} ton Hirshfeld and 
Trenton theatres. 


“i head 
Jackie | 


‘Chicago | 
idea playing 


mistic—Figure Producing | 
Own Musical Revivals! 
Cheaper Than Buying— 
May Lead Into Regular 
RKO Prod. Dept.—Loew’s 
Starts April 1 with ‘Des. | 
ert Song’—3-Year Limit 


—_———_ 


| 
$4,500 COST | 


} 





Feeling that musical revival ex- 
periments by independent producers 
thus far point to success, Loew’s and 
RKO have decided to go into musi- 
cal tab producing on their own, 

Martin Beck, in charge of the idea 
for RKO, doesn’t believe the policy 
will last more than three months 
or se, but Loew’s is more optimistic. 

Loew's production will be under 
supervision of the regular Loew unit 
stager, Louis K. Sidney, with Mar- 
'vin Schenck in charge of the book- 
ling. Chester Hale and Frank Cam- 
| bria complete the production board 
of four. KRiKO’s plans have not been 





completed, according to Beck, but 
will be some time during April. Be- 


now and 
and staff 


| tween then a producing 
will be picked by 
Beck. 

Indications are that entrance into 
the musical tab field with its owh 
producers may lead in a round- 
about way to establishment of a new 
RKO production department for the 
regular vaudeville bills. Revival of 
such a department has already been 
suggested by Beck, with the present 
likelihood that one may result from 
the tab producing. 

‘The Desert Song,’ rights to which 
Loew's has obtained from Schwab 
& Mandel, will be the first of that 
circuit’s own condensed musicals. 

Rehearsals start on or about April 1, 
upon Sidney’s return from Florida. 
‘Smiles,’ one-time Zigfeld show, 
probably will follow. 

Tt is the Lcew circuit's present in- 
tention to remain within a three- 


(Continued on page 48) 


BECK’S FULL COMMAND 


Of RKO’s Books—Godfrey as Lieut. 
—Freeman Practically Idle 





Martin Beck is now in complete 
icommand of the RKO booking of- 
fice and all its affairs. Second in 
command is George Godfrey, thus 
far the only Beck~engaged member 
of the booking staff. 





Although still the titular head of 


the booking office, Charlie Freeman 
is doing little more than holding 
down a chair. 


During Beck's absence on a Chi- 








cago trip last week, Godfrey took] 
active charge of the sixth floor. | 
He is now personally supervising | 
{the other bookers and books, in- | 
(cluding the intact route, while| 
i also vDooking the Palace and the | 
New York theatres. : 

Last week, in line with a previ- | 


ous announcement that no booking 
agreements would be honored unless 
placed in writing, Beck notified the 
agents that no placements of acts 
would be considered official, or 
binding, unless accompanied by an 
okay slip signed by him. 





ee 


30-PEOPLE FLASH 
| Flash act with 30 people, pro- 
‘duced by Ned Wayburn, opened in 
: Paterson, Saturday (26) for RKO. 
Harry Tugand staged the turn 
vhich ineludes Budd R nond 
ai Lowe and Herb Colton 
DeBondy in Holdup 
Los Angeles, M 
| Fred DeBond RKO road out 
' 
» and } 
ere ‘ , 
- ad * b} ° 
| Pie and s Ss ped | 


without a break the past five vears. | Los Angeles, March 28, 


' 
His last stand for the chain will | Bert Levey, vaude car.oeunist, ree 
be the Tivoli, where he’s currently | turning to the stage in a Fanchon 
spotted, with the exit set for three |& Marco unit, after five years of 





weeks hence, iretirement in Hollywood, has dis- 
Masters quit B & K to cast his|covered that the public is not ine 
professional future with radio,| ‘erested in the big names of the 
Figures on getting a name buila- | Country's industrial world or pit 
up and introduction to radio fans ‘USS. Only nee maging So 
through the nightly NBC hookup thing to picture house patrons are 

out of the Terrace Gantens. political figures. 
| As Levey has routined his ace 
4 j; now, Coolidge, Hoover, Coy Rolph 
lof California (for Cal. only), Aa 
RKO T0 RE-ESTABLISH | Smith, James Walker and Linde 
|bergh are the only names that get 

CHI BOOKING OFFICE |* hand from audiences. 
: Garbo No 
scictaliniaia Levey tried Henry Ford, Douglas 
All or most of the present Wille Annecy — ao pry 
é ‘ : Jackie Cooper and others, on 
Berger-booked RKO time will be drop them from his gallery. Bisgest 
returned to Chicago shortly by |surprise he got was the apparent 
Martin Beck. Tom Carmody, | disinterest in Knute Rockne’s pie. 
RKO's Chicago manager, is due in | ‘Ure: d 

New York this week with details to se ba Ona, auppocesty ae 
be worked out here. reg ame war ppg np : ot, oe 
Whether Berger goes west with |* break-in at Long Keach, the 


: : : world’s most conservative cit he 
the theatres or remains in New | . ne = salves y. T 
* al aa ijreception kept him in the act. Aj 
York on another bouk is yet to be lSmith | ¢ ; 
, s em) 5B ¢ av e >r Vyhere tte 
settled. Also not decided which of C ai > oy vane ® re. Di 
. r 4 
the houses will be sent out. = “se. — hat 
Gov. Rolph, California's showman 


Berger is booking Ft. Wayne, oe . F 
Grand Rapids, South Bend, Detroit, executive, is the act's outstander i 
Coast cities. 


Madison, Sioux City, Des Moines, 
Cedar Rapids, Davenport, Lincoln, 
Nashville and Indianapolis. 

Berger and the Chicago booked 
towns were transferred jointly to 
New Yor about a year and a half 
ago. This virtually dissolved 
RKO's Chicago booking office, al- 
though Carmudy remained as man- 


ROSENBLATT CHI DATE: 
MAY RETURN TO VAUDE 


Chicago, March 28, 


ager and Dick Hoffman was kept Cantor Josef Rosenblatt may g@ 
on the book for any local time | vaude again, following a transcone 
picked up. Move was estimated to | tinental concert he has outlined at 
have saved the _ circuit around | present. The Cantor is being hane 
$20,000 a year in salaries, dled by Renowned Artists, Ine., of 
Negotiations are reported under| New York, 
way to have Sam Kahl come out of Cantor Rosenblatt stopped off 
retirement to nead the Chicago of-| here for a guest appearance a‘ the 
fice. Yiddish Lawndale theatre. Depres- 


sion has hit the synagogues, too, 
according to authorities who know 
all about it, with high priced cane 
tors now a thing of the past. 


Kind-Hearted Manager 


Adds Coffee and Cake Rosenblatt’s last stage appeare 
; eet : , ances were for Publix and Loew 
The life of a vaudeville actor be-| 1.5 five years ago. He alse 


ing tough enough as it is these 
days, David Weinstock, operating 
the Carlton, Jamaica, L. L, is add- 
ing refreshments and coffee tu ihe 
pay envelope. 

House plays five acts Fridays and 


worked in the ‘Jazz Singer’ picture 
for Warners, 


Palace Jumps Act From 


Saturdays. Coffee and eats pro- $100 to $600 Final Day 
vided by Weinstock are there for : ? 

all the ariisis on the show every A last minute change gave ‘Glad 
Friday ~~ | Rags,’ nine-people flash, $600 ine 





stead of $100, for its week at the 
RKO Palace, New York. 

Salary change was sent 
{I*riday (25), closing day. 
}the $100 figure for 


Act’s Advance Man 


through 
Previously 
the nine people 
jat the RKO circuit’s principal vaudee 








Los Angeles, March 28. | ville theatre created considerable 
Leon Friedman, one of the best | comment in and out of the trade, 
known advance agents in show — 
business, will be ahead of Vic Mc- , 
Roscoe’s $1,500—M.C. 


Laglen and Charles Judels who will 
do a comedy sketch for RKO. 


| Los Angeles, March 28, 
Friedman has preceeded numerous 


‘Fatty’ Arbuckle will do 
an m.c. at the Fox theatre in St. 


toscoe 


‘Follies’ and George White shows 


into many a town. It's unusual for | Louis, opening April 22. 
a vaude act to carry an errs Engagement is for three weeks 
man, especially at this time. } at $1,500 per stanza, with Leo Mor- 
Victor McLaglen’s opening RKO rison having arranged the hooking, 
vaudeville date will be week of onatecintgapecageneii 
April 2 in St. Louis, booked through | p 9 
Curtis & Allen. | EDDIE ROSS, JR. 
- ' Augusta, March 28, 
= | John Jenkins, local banje player, 
MURRAY-BRIAN’S $4,000 has secured from the father of the 
Ken Murray and Mary Brian, as met FAldle Hoss, the rn mt o = 
xidie’s blackface monole: 
a team, play the RKO Palace, New | He will use the nam iddie 
| York, the two weeks of April 2-9. ieee Me io wa pir: 
iThey're salaried at $4,000 net ; , 
With the ooking office a sreeing | tees 
to pay fe twoves and extras during Mae Murray in Unit 
the Palace e1 ement the sala Los Ange}: Z 
ere, plus commission, will amount Mae Murray opens i ‘Kit Kat 
oO are $5,000 ¢ rtis and Alle ( bb’ jdea at Loe le \pril 6, 
entes Mickey and Minny’ ids equel 
'to the ‘Mickey M: ‘ (jue for 
date, being dé ‘ 
Samuels Back rt Le is « sure 
red e Ir open 
( lay M pril 2 and w later 
Nn afr ale ribed caynac ly. ' ‘ té ar< hiy 




















_ - 
ee ee ee ree aa 











VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 


Tuesday, March 29, 1939 








New Tabs List 
Forkins 2 and 
Ratoff-Aarons 


————— 
More activity in the musical tab 
producing line includes entrance of 
Marty Forkins into the field with 


two proposed shows, one of which 


may star Leon Errol, and a new 


production partnership embracing 
Gregory Ratoff and Alfred A. 
Aarons of Aarons & Freedley, 
Forkins is contemplating an 
fhour’s version of ‘Sally,’ with Louise 
Brown and Paul Frawley, besides 


DENNIS WHITE 
and GIRLS 


(Formerly Zastro and White) 
EN ROUTE RKO 
- - Nick Boila 








Dir.: Weber-Simons 


Se 


HERB TIMBERG 


SAYS 
My kid brother Irwin, age 13, is 
taking accordion lessons. Dad 




















and { are moving out next 
Thursday. 
Inceto Notox $9.50 


Simple, Clean, Selentific 
by Carmen (formerly with Rus- 
sek’s). Write for FREE booklet, 


or cell, 
Permanent Wave, $5. Awarded Prise 
at Beauty Show 


Cup 
CARMEN’ S—Hair Experts 
‘ (26 West 32nd St. 
& Plight Up Long. 5-2156 








Erroll, in the cast and a tab of 
‘Suns o’ Guns.’ Latter may be 
played by Hal _ Skelly, Louise 


Groody and Bill Frawley. 

Ratoff closed his deal with Aarons 
before leaving for Los Angeles 
March 23. His ‘Girl Crazy,’ cur- 
rently on a Loew route, will be 
duplicated on the Coast to open at 








the Pantages, Hollywood. ‘Hold 
Everything’ is also on Ratoff’s west- 
ern list, with Aarons handling book- 
ings, etc., in New York. The eldet 
Aarons is also associated with Vin- 
cent Youmans and Willie Edelstein 
in their proposed ‘Hit the Deck’ tab 
with Charlie King and Puck and 


White. 

Anatole Friedland and Joe Milt’s 
‘Follow Thru,’ which opened in New 
Haven last week, is booked at War- 
ners’ Mastbaum, Philadelphia, week 
of April 1. Publix is dickering for 
the tab following Philly. Fried- 
land-De Milt’s second production, 
‘50,000,000 Frenchmen,’ is casting. 


Osterman’s Sunday Nites 


At Carroll for $2 Top 


RKO’s Palace and Warners’ Holly- 
wood, New York, may have Sunday 
night opposish from the Earl Car- 
roll theatre. Jack Osterman is dick- 
ering with the 755 Seventh Ave. 
Corp., owner of the theatre, for the 
purpose of starting the Sunday 
night variety concerts on April 2. 

In addition to supervising the pol- 
icy, Osterman proposes to book the 
shows and m. c. on the stage. The 
Sunday concerts would go on re- 
gardless of whether the house is 
open or not the rest of the week. 
The Carroll has been dark since 
‘Vanities’ moved, 

Osterman’s venture involves a $2 
top, which would bring the Car- 
roll $1 under the Palace and Holly- 
wood on Sunday nights. 
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BECK CHANGES MIND 
ON OPEN HOUR POLICY 


RKO's vaude bookers will get 
plenty of fresh air during the sum- 
mer months, but it won't be through 
the open door. Martin Beck ap- 
pears to have changed his mind 
about throwing the booking office 
open to the entire agency field for 
an hour a day. 

The space in the center 
Palace building sixth floor, in which 
carpenters have been working for 
more than a week, was intended for 
use as an open forum for actors 
and non-franchised agents. In- 
stead, the RKO bookers will be 
moved out to the newly painted 
spot. 

Beck last week described the hour 
daily reception idea as a sort of 
‘public service,’ stating it would 
provide outsiders with an opportun- 
ity to state their case or sell their 
wares. To interpret that the hour 
daily plan would swing the book- 
ing office door wide open to all agents, 
and practically dissolve the value 
remaining in an RKO agency fran- 





of the 


chise, was putting it a little too 
strong, Beck declares. 
20 Years Old 


The .franchise system has pre- 
vailed for more than 20 years to the 
exclusion of non-franchised agents 
in the Keith and RKO booking of- 
fices, and will continue, says Beck. 
Almost everybody in the booking 
office; including bookers and agents, 
interpreted Beck’s previous re- 
marks as meaning the office would 
be thrown open for the 60-minute 
period every afternoon, 

Beck is now more for fresh ozone 
for the bookers than for letting in 
the outsiders, Which leaves the in- 
dependent agents still outside look- 
ing in, and RKO inside agents look- 
ing out. 

Independent agency field was 
hopped up over Beck's open door 
intention, although the more re- 
served and experienced indies re- 
fused to get excited about things 
with or without an RKO ‘in’ 





LOPEZ FOR LOOP 


Chicago, March 28. 
Vincent Lopez orchestra arrives 
April 8 for a session at the ace 
Publix-B. & K., Chicago. 

Marks first time Lopez shows in 
town for a local picture house, his 
former Chicago dates having been 
legit and vaudeville. 





NOT DUVAL 


Duval, the magician, was errone- 
ously identified as an act cancelled 
after the first performance at the 
RKO Albee, Brooklyn. 

Duval is vacationing at his home 
in Lincoln, Neb., and goes to Los 
Angeles shortly to open in a Fan- 
chon-Marco unit. 


TELLEGEN’S ‘SHOWING’ 
Lou Tellegen is going RKO, open- 
ing in an act at Trenton Saturday 
(2) for a showing. 
He is booked for the Madison, 
Brooklyn, April 15, and may play 
Paterson, N. J., in between, 








Berns’ Del-Ray Bookings 
Detroit, March 328. 

Sol Berns is transferring his 
booking offices to the Del-Ray of- 
fices and is handling all Del-Ray 
bookings. 

Berns is the oldest booker left in 
Detroit. 





Ellington’s Publix Week 
Between Colored Dates 


Duke Ellington closes a six 
weeks’ tour of RKO houses on the 
Coast at the Orpheum, Los An- 
geles, March 31, and opens at the 
New York Paramount April 8. 
Publix booking is for one week 
only. 

After playing the Par, Ellington's 
band goes to the Pearl, Philadel- 


phia, followed by the Howard, 
Washington, both colored houses. 
Baron Lee and Blue Rhythm 
band are also booked for the Pearl, 
Philadelphia, and the Howard, 
Washington, on alternate weeks. 
Lee’s band closed at the Cotton 
Club, New York, March 27, when 


Cab Calloway came in. 


Shubert Tabs Too 


The Shuberts are talking about 
reviving some past revue material 
under the ‘Artists and Models’ title 
for tab playing, with Lyons & 
Lyons as the producer. 

It is said to depend on the sign- 
ing of James Barton for the lead 
this week. 











OAKLAND’S ACT 

Will Oakland, who has his nitery 
in downtown New York as well as 
the Hunter Island Inn, Pelham, is 
coming into vaude with three girls 
in his support. 

He has been booked to open at 
the RKO 86th Street, opening 
April 6. 





Jarrett’s RKO Showing 


Art Jarrett, CBS singer, will show 
for RKO the week of April 2 at the 
Coliseum and Fordham, New York. 

Radio singer, laying off this week, 
just completed five weeks with 
Fanchon & Marco, four of them 
played at the Fox, Brooklyn, 





Freeport First as Probable 
Schwartz Vaudeville String 


A. H. Schwartz, Century circuit 
in Brooklyn and Long Island, Which 
has blown hot and cold on Stage 
shows for some time now, will try 





again with Freeport, L. I, the first 
spot to order vaude. It will try five 
acts on @ split week, booked by 


Arthur Fisher, starting April 9. 


Flushing experimented with vau 


de 
a couple weeks in December, later 
throwing in the sponge. Other 


houses in this chain which formerly 
played vaude or may play it now, 
are being figured out for a steady 
diet of stage shows. 





- ee 





SINGLE | 


——— ee 
‘AND NOW! 


from 
2 SUN - RAY, 

HEALTH LAMPS" 
elias §€6FOR OUR GUESTS 






from further proof that The Ediso@ 
1000 rooms, each with bath (oul 
and a shower), radio, circulae 

= HOTEL 


$ 4* ie New York’s best hotel value, 
ing ice water, large closeta, 

47th ST. JUST W. OF B’WAY, N.Y. 
ALACRA TAS I CRIA, NTT 











JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICE 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 
New York City 

















TO BROTHER AND 


I wish to take this means of 
the HOTEL CHESTE 


and myself. 


company. 


RFIELD, New York, for the won- 
derful way they have treated my company of forty people 


Never in all my years in show business have I been 
accorded such wonderful treatment—and I heartily recom- 
mend the Hotel Chesterfield and 
the manager down to the doorman. 


This open letter is echoed by all the members of my 


GOOD OLD HOTEL CHESTERFIELD 


LARRY RICH 


. ? 

“Enemies o 

ENROUTE RKO CIRCUIT NEXT 40 WEEKS 
Direction BLONDELL & MACK 


SISTER ARTISTS! 


thanking the Management of 


its efficient crew from 


the Blues” 




















Frank Richardson 


THE TALKIES SMILING SINGER 
On the Biff AGAIN With Hie Pals 


OLSEN and JOHNSON 
At RKO PALACE, CHICAGO, This Week (March 26) 


Directioa: ROGER MURREX. 


























a 





DICK 


Direction 


and EDITH 


- BARSTOW 


PRESENTING THEIR ORIGINAL NEW ACT FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
WERE IMMEDIATELY SELECTED TO PLAY THIS WEEK, MARCH 26, 


RKO PALACE, New York 


TISHMAN & ONEAL 


ear 











\ 





Kees 





7 
= 


' - 


=. 


























Tuesday, March 29, 1932 VARIETY 41 
—————— | } : : — Pe 


——_ 














After Three Years With Radio-Keith-Orpheum 


E. M. OROWITZ 


Resigned as National Director of the Advertising, 
Exploitation and Publicity Department, and 


Announces the Resumption of 


THE FMG co. 


RADIO, MOTION PICTURE AND VAUDEVILLE 


IDEAS 
FOR SALE 


** Registration Applied for 


572 MADISON AVENUE 


(Corner 56th Street) New York 


Phone WICKERSHAM 2-4800, 2-4801 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, March 25. 


most any of the B. & K. m.c.’s. 
Other dance turn was Berinoff and 
Charlot, on for two nifty sessions, 


The usual Broadway tip-off of] ballroom and adagio twirling, the 
screen weakness, an extra heavy] latter particularly going over for 
stage show with a ‘name,’ is indi- | smacking results. 


cated double here this week with a 
presentation that beats anything 
else seen on the street in a long 


while. The excellence is derived 
from talent rather than production | 
effects, making this practically a 
straight specialty or vaudeville bill 
After about four changes Fri- | 
day, the billing outside was finally 
straightened out to everybody's | 
satisfaction, George Jessel, Bing | 
Crosby, Burns and Allen and Lil- 
lian Roth are the names and the 


combination was drawing business 
opening day. ‘The Broken Wing’ | 
(Par) is the picture. 

Comedy, which is generaliy the | 
missing element of big picture 


house stage shows, predominates in 
this one. Likelihood is that no pre- 
vious presentation in this theatre 
has ever drawn so many laughs. 
Giving credit to Jolson for the idea, 
Jessel uses the runway over the 
orchestra pit for most of his mono- 
log and m. c. work. Burns and 


Wynne Wayne took the standout 
position for the turns this evening, 
| her vocalizing finding the right 
|rhythm for this mob. She found a 
inew and easy delivery style that’s 


| 


' yery listenable. Hector’s pals were 

dogged out more informally than 
usual at this performance, a trio 
of half-pint pups staging a private 
wrangle on their own, but such is 
the easy-going effectiveness of this 
dog turn that the act benefited 
lrather than stumbled because of 
this minor j>cident. 


Mulroy, €Neece and Ridge find 
in a presentation it’s not es- 


| that 


spotted 
running and fit in 
the position. Al Wohlman worked 
throughout as act-caller and man- 
aged to get the spot himself for a 
bit of entertaining. He’s suited for 
this cabaret style of presentation 
since he’s still ace cafe m.c. ma- 
terial. 


| show. They're 
center of the 





Allen’s cross-fire was picked up by 
an ingenious electrical system, with | 
mikes planted all over the place. | 
It looks like hidden mikes will | 
bring laughs to picture houses that} 
could never find a way in before. 

Jessel, of course, is the big gun| 
of the show. During his introduc- 
tory work, he delivers at least two 
full length monologs, both for 
plenty of laughs, and much bright 
stuff in between. He resurrected 
the mother-in-the-box scene, with 
Jessel and his ‘mama’ in an espe- 
cially rigged up orchestra box off 
to the right. The stage part is car- 
ried on by Miss Roth, Crosby and 


an unbilled straight. Well done 
from both points. Crosby as a gen- 
darme shows a flair for comedy 


that has cropped out in his shorts, 
but not up to now on the stage. 

The Jesse Crawfords are out of 
their pit spot to work again into the 
stage show at separate consoles on 
the rostrum. They have a good- 
looking setting and atmospheric 
help from a _ toe-dancing David 

ines line of girls in a number 
that’s pretty and different. 

Miss Roth’s solo effort is a song 
out in ‘one.’ Show’s other singing 
is Crosby’s. The crooner steps in at 
the finish of -he Crawfords’ item, 
and rides out to the apron on Mrs. 
Crawford's movable organ stand. 
One number thereon sends him out 
on his own, and the-results were 
better than in past weeks for Cros- 
by. This is his return show here 
after a spell in Brooklyn. 

Those countless microphone users 
in vaudeville at present could take 
a tip from Crosby on the use of 
that instrument. Instead of stand- 
ing the mike on the stage and hid- 
ing behind it while singing, Crosby 
has it planted in the pit several feet 
in front of him, and in that way the 
audience can see Crosby as well as 
hear him. 

Trainor Bros., fast buck dancing 
team working on a mat, are the 
other current specialty act, making 
their spot more than just a scene 
chaser. Burns and Allen use a hat 
store set for their dialog routine. 
Jessel’s ‘mama’ skit calls for a bou- 
doir, while a dramatic song duet by 
Crosby and Miss Roth necessitates 
an apache den. Under different 
lighting effects the den becomes a 
restaurant for a table blackout by 
Jessel and Burns and Allen. It’s the 
one tagged ‘Cancel one of those ham 
handwiches,’ when the wife com- 
mits suicide. 

Rubinoff’s away, so no overture. 


Bige. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 25. 

This is the second’ unit in the 
Loew parade into this town, and 
Louise Fazenda added on the stage 
makes the steenth personal appear- 
ance at this house in the past two 
months. B. & K, has it figured out 
that the cost of a screen personal is 
not so steep, with its advantage in 
being able to splurge on the added 
attraction angle. B. & K. no doubt 
within the past year has played 
more screen favs in the flesh than 
any other circuit in the world. 

This evidences, however, that it 
has not yet reached the saturation 
point in film personalities. They 
welcomed Miss Fazenda here on 
Good Friday evening, making up 
with plenty of reception for the 
small holy day attendance. Miss 
Fazenda (New Acts) represents a 
return to the old order of personal 
Showings, which means a bow, an 
attempt at some wobble-kneed 
jokes and some thanks. Besides 
her meagre routine on her own, she 
showed a desire to try the ad lib. 
This was likely the Al Wohlman in- 
fluence here, Wohlman doubling as 
m.c, and cross-chatterer with Miss 
Fazenda. Audience seemed to en- 
joy the note of by-the-way which 





Flick was ‘Broken Wing’ (Par). 
Organlog and news filled out the re- 


mainder of the menu. Gold. 
New York, March 25. 


Two days, summing up Lent, will 
probably holes into chances | 
of a start, but from Easter Sunday 
on when the lid lifts business ought 
to spurt along Broadway. It will 
not do much for the Roxy, however, 
with a western, ‘The Gay Caballero’ 
(Fox) on the screen. If the house 
average is reached that will be as 


shoot 


much as is to be expected. 

This deluxer is not the spot for 
westerns, but the house is forced to 
play nearly everything Fox delivers 
to it, hence this type of product 
gets the biggest playdate in Amer- 
ica. It's not on merit or through 
good booking, it’s because of a con- 
dition that is not only giving this 
house its problems, but others as 
well in New York and in other parts 
of the country. 

Stage show is both timely and 
diverting, with several high spots, 
notably the Frank and Milt Britton 
act, which tops for laughs and sock. 

Background of the stage portion 
is Springy and Eastery, with the 
occasion providing ideas that work 
out neatly. 

It's called ‘Roxy Easter Revue’ 
and takes every advantage of the 
situation, particularly in settings, 
ensemble numbers and effects. 

Fred Waring’s synco-symphonic 
orchestra of 48 pieces, including the 
girl harpist and two pianos, inter- 
rupts its arrangement of ‘Schubert 
Melodies’ by dragging in Stuart 
Churchill to lead the bandsmen ina 
choral offering appropriate for that 
Easter touch. Warin is on a good 
stretch, his efforts topping with a 
girl dancer working in front of the 
band. She turns it into a double 
with Waring for a finish, but War- 
ing isn’t a dancer. 

The young orchestra leader, con- 
ducting without music, makes a 
nice impression both on his own 
spot and while playing for the 
show. 

A dance number billed as ‘Man- 
hattan Serenade’ follows Waring. 
This is a very effectively staged and 
executed stanza in which a group 
of ballet girls led by Patricia Bow- 
man work up a challenge against 
the Roger Pryor Trio, heading a hot 
jazz contingent. One group is in 
white, the other black, with back- 
grounds to match for smart finish. 
Mixing the groups up would have 
ruined the optical appeal of the 
number. With each groun sticking 
to its side, never crossing the boun- 
dary line, this mistake was cleverly 
avoided. 

Hazel Glen, soprano, doing ‘Kiss 
Me Again’ with vocal surety, has 
gowns and lights to catch that sug- 
gestion of Easter flavor, while the 
choral fan number in fullstage fol- 
lowing with the Roxyettes further 
paints a picture. 

The Roxyettes use fans that sub 
for flower combinations, and when 
blended fit nicely into the set back- 
ground, two rows of thickly foliaged 
trees, which from downstage right 
and left recede into upstage. As 
the girls hide themselves behind the 
flower combinations, the effect is 
that of skillful staging, something 
that gives the current show its ap- 
peal. 

The Brittons with their gang of 
slapstick artists panicked ’em. The 
group of 10 looked a little lost on 
the Roxy stage at first, but they 
work so fast this feeling soon van- 
ishes. One of the Brittons did a 
‘thank you’ speech. It’s seldom 
that’s tried here, 

Pepito, the clown, not doing much 
of his regular routine, but landing 





the spontaneous talk added to the 
routine, 

Unit itself, labeled ‘Make It 
Snappy,’ was a fast moving, cabaret 
Style revuette. No chorus, but a 
number of excellent act specialties. 
It served to bring Darlene Walders 
back to the loop. This little dancer 
has one of the neatest acrobatic 
single routines around, and she’s as 
at home at these loop houses as al- 


|; sweetly with that crying baby bit, 

the Roxyettes and the ballet corps 
| work up further Easter atmosphere 
in a closing pot-pourri. Ballet 
corps works as cRAickens, the Roxy- 
ettes as bunnies, and how tl.e lat- 
ter camp jump in rabbit fashion! A 
wedding gag provides the direct 
finale. A one-reeler, ‘Just Pals’ (U), 
with Babe Ruth and Fox-Movietone 
News round out. Char. 





| sential that a skating turn open the} 
near the | 


| PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


(‘9 O’Clock Revue’—Tab) 
Los Angeles, March 24, 

One risk involved in transporting 
legit to picture houses is the possi- 
bility that dirt will creep in- and 
cause trouble. An example is the 
‘Nine ._o’Clock Revue,’ which has 
} been cleaned up somewhat since its 
‘local run several months ago, but 
still contains elements too hot for 
| family trade. 

Picture-house audiences are a 
| tribe unto themselves and quite for- 
eign to that type with which legit 
| people have dealt. Any exposition 
| of sex must be handled sincerely 
} and without humor. If a girl is be- 
trayed, the treatment must be 
| straight. The 
| principal to 
immediately 











transforms it 
} trouble. 
Examples in this revue as to what 


the two-bitters are sufficient illus- 
tration. 
to newlyweds that last week his 
hotel ‘fairly rocked with hor.eymoon 
couples’ doesn’t belong. Profanity 
from a feminine principal flopped. 
‘Nine o’Clock’ won't bring many 
extra nickels to the Paramount. 


Holliday, past unknown, it's costing | 
Harold Franklin's theatre $4,500 for'| 
the week. Advertised as with the} 
original cast, it's without the for- | 
mer head man, Eddie Lambert, and| 
Julian Eltinge and its juvenile. The| 
two holdover billed principals are| 
Eddie Borden and Al Herman. 

Borden is carrying the show with| 
one rambling monolog and a cross- | 
fire session with an English mon-| 
ocled gent. Al Herman, in black- 
face, fared quite mildly with hap- 
hazard material. 

Plus these are several old black- 
outs, a military adagio of merit by 
Ted and Sally, some mild singing 
and dancing by Joe Morrison as 
juvenile, two worthwhile dance rou- 
tines by Tut Mace, who doubles as 
a mute ingenue, and a 15-girl cho- 
rus which lets loose in a spree of 
body gyrations which may attract| 
some stag trade. Tut Mace leads! 
this number in skimpy covering, and 
when Miss Mace is in skimpy cov- 
ering there’s no doubting it. 

Two numbers from the revue's 
original score, ‘Penthouse ferenade’ 
and ‘Here Comes the Big Brass 
Band,’ have become familiar on the 
coast. 

‘The Broken Wing’ (Paramount), 
feature, and business was quiet 
opening day. 

Not an important contribution to 
the picture-house tab cycle. 





Bang. 





CAPITOL 


New York, March 25. 

Next to advertising ‘a $5.50 musi- 
cal comedy at 85 cents’ as is the 
luring device of deluxers playing 
the condensed versions, the best 
bet is to have a $5.50 musical 
comedy star like Joe Cook to flash 
on the marquee, as at the Capitol 
this week. 

This is Cook’s second appearance 
in a Broadway film house, his first 
experience being some time since 
at the Roxy. Here they have made 
an effort to surround him with a 
show, but it’s a perfunctory affair— 
perfunctory in its production fea- 
tures rather than in the people 
gathered around the star, who are 
first rate. 

Frameup is of the simplest, open- 
ing with a line dance number led 
by a first class specialty mixed 
dance team, going into a comedy 
interlude in ‘one’ for a change of 
pace, and then spotting Cook for 
an 18-minute session of his unique 
prop comedy, to top the stage 
presentation off. Nothing intricate 
about that, 

And there was nothing intricate 
about the staging or conception of 
the ensemble dance numbers, both 
of them being routine, and one—the 
first—using costumes for the girls 
that have seen. service before. 
Nothing very striking about the 
program layout. 

Overture ‘Through the Opera 
Glasses,’ leads into a ‘Valse Chopin,’ 
announced by the projector as in- 
troduction to a very sightly ball- 
room dance specialty by Mile. Har- 
rison and Mon. Fisher, made up 
fast stepping and a dash of semi- 
adagio to give it variety. 

Newsreel follows to fill a gap and 
the line girls do a familiar toe tap 
routine, involving that peculiar dim 
lighting that seems to have be- 
come an obsession at this house. 

Slate Bros., late of ‘Vanities,’ are 
out in ‘one’ for their dizzy knock- 
about and falls for a good laugh in- 
tervai, topped off by the trio’s ar- 
resting dance finish for maximum 
returns. 

That leaves it up to Cook and 
they are not especially happy in 
framing hie ~pening. Stage is cut 
off in a shaffow groove with a drop 
representing a side show front, with 
the line girls out in long coats of 
black and yellow, representing the 
mob seeking entrance to the tent. 
They recite a rhymed introduction 
about Cook and retire while the 
comedian makes his entrance 
through the closed traveler, to go 
into his tangled monolog, which is 
much too fast for a film crowd, 
especially in such an enormous au- 
ditorium. 

Out of his vast 
comedian of ‘Rain 


reanertnire 
or Shine’ et 


the 
al. 





tendency of either! 
satirize the situation | 


may be suited to $2 trade but not to| 


Produced and angeled by J. Frank} fer 





| NEWSREELS 





EMBASSY 


Evacuation of Shanghai by Chi- 
nese troops, Alabama _ tornado, 
Senate’s beer vote, Briand funeral, 
| Dublin sweepstakes, Agua Caliente 
| track, rubber fire in the Bronx— 
| these are considered outstanding 

news events by all newsreels, and 

they are to be seen at both theatres. 

Programs from the point of view 
|} of news are about closest matched 
since the newsreel theatres opened. 
It looks as though the houses had 





. . ‘ into) decided not to let a single clip get 
shocking immorality, and beckons] jin the scoop category. 


If that is the 
| policy, fans from now on coming 
| from the north can save leather by 
buying at the Luxer, while south- 
|ern New Yorkers may do the same 


Statement of a hotel clerk! phy the Embassy. 


In the news highlights, Luxer’s 
editing of Shanghai and Alabama is 
shorter and better, being confined 
to human interest. The sweep- 
stakes follow-up interviews are dif- 
ent, Embassy scoring in this re- 
spect by seeking out a Broadway 
bootblack. Both houses have the 
talk with the Brooklyn woman, 
whose knowledge of ‘sucker mail’ 
gets laughs in each emporium. 
Pathe does a better camera job on 
the Bronx fire, incidentally, photog- 
raphers being enterprising enough 
to get a roof slant, while the Fox 
boys, according to the Embassy re- 
lease, were satisfied to stick close 
to the apparatus. 

Embassy also scores a trifle in its 
coverage of the Irish election, going 
more for camera work on De Valera. 


TRANSLUX 


| Aside from the conventional} 
news coverage to be found in both 
theatres Luxer’s outstanding execly, 
sive is Paramount's contribution on 


the storm off Bermuda in which 

two derelicts, @ passenger and a 

tramp, are interestingly depicted 
test of the program dips into the 


co-ed riding in Tucson, contortion. 
istic wrestling, Florida 


monkeys, 
geese and short subjects. 


Universal gets an exclusive slant 
at the all-American basketbal] 
team going through paces in Wis. 


consin. This reel also shows Mexe 
ican freshmen hazing in Mexicg 
City. 

The college man who is trying tg 
get a job in Washington, D. C., by 
fasting is silented by Universal. 

Florida golf game with Sarazeg 
getting the check was cover: 

Waly, 


— 





reels, especially Fox, are still cove 


ering it, nothing was included in 
the Saturday programs about the 
Lindbergh case. 

Embassy also goes ahead in the 


far eastern situation by getting exe 
clusive interviews with a Japanese 
admiral and a Chinese general. 
Lot of familiar material is used te 
fill out the rest of the program. Fox 
goes south again for another view 
of the Carolina choristers. House 
of David is shown playing baseball, 
It’s the one-year-old son instead of 
the California lion tamer this week, 





Embassy ‘ias first showings of| Berlin hairdressers parade, Holy 
Von Hindenburg-Hitler election- | Land, Kelly Field, Japanese base- 
eering, which are welcome clips in| ball (again), some more outboard 
view of the wide publicity given the| racing, the inevitable Jon ‘os~ 
event in the dailies. Although all' they’re all present. Waly. 

7 —_ 





has selected for comedy his cafe 
scene, the medicine show routine 
and the Ferris Wheel orchestra, all 
of them first rate for this pur- 
pose and all of them getting prompt 
and abundant returns, building up a 
slow opening to a capital finish on 
his versatile juggling and acro- 
batics. 

A final ballet seems to have in- 
spired the after-thought that this 
is Easter week, the idea having oc- 


curred so late that it wasn’t de- 
veloped sufficiently. Or maybe it 
wrsn’t an Easter idea at all. Any- 


how the dancing girls are all on in 
pretty fluffy short dresses for a 
springtime number, girls waving 
garlands as they dance. Among 
them for no good reason, unless 
Easter and spring frocks were in 
mind, appear eight show girls, pa- 
rading around in slinky long dresses. 
The symbolism is obscure, but what 
else could the presence of the 
dressed up girls ‘have meant, ex- 
cept Easter-time glad rags? Again 
the lights were dimmer than they 
need be, helping to cloud an issue 
that was debatable enougn anyhow. 
No finale and the stage show stops 
on the ballet. Harrison and Fisher 
help the number greatly with a sen- 
sational adagio bit. 

Feature is ‘Tarzan, the Ape-Man,’ 
introducing Johnny Weismuller to 
the screen, and a strong attraction, 
thanks to its popular book series 
genesis. Rush. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, March 26. 

Not much to get excited about 
here this week. Competition at the 
Paramount and Albee is exception- 
ally heavy, making the current lay- 
out here that much weaker in com- 
parison. ‘Hotel Continental’ (Tiff) 
is the screen attraction, and ‘La 
Plaza,’ a colorful though weak 
Fanchon and Marco unit, occupies 
the stage. 

No names on the stage hurts more 
than anything. Les Gellis are the 
one really recognizable act, with 
some doubt as to what their name 
means at the box office despite the 
fact they’re about the cleverest act 
of this kind around. 

‘La Plaza’ is a Spanish affair. All 
laid in one of those stage Spanish 
courtyards and starts off quickly 
with seven boys and seven girls ina 
fast number. Tempo is swift, with 
a half dozen costume changes, 
mostly in good taste and mostly 
striking. Somewhere through the 
hodge podge Lucinda and Ricardo, 
Nelly Fernandez and Eduardo Del- 
gado do specialties. Also there's a 
burlesque tango by Skeeter and Ray 
which is satisfactory, and a lassie 
named Chiquita sings a couple quite 
tuneful numbers in both Spanish 
and English. Jack Brancel bounces 
on somewhere toward the center of 
the proceedings, for no obvious rea- 
son, with two clever balancing pup- 
pies, and Les Gellis, three clever 
hand-to-hand and risley workers, 
appear toward the end of things to 
close the procession, 

There’s no quarrel with the ma- 
terial, or with any of the protag- 
onists, but it all combines into a 
weak unit, 

Probably the applause honors of 
the layout go to Freddy Mack, pit 
leader, who puts his boys through a 
bracing 10 minutes. before the stage 





show gets going. Kauj. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, March 25. 

Colorful setting and ardent work 
of ballet factors elevating current 
Imperial stage prez. above medi- 
ocrity. Lill opens in ‘one’ with Har- 
riet Mortimer warbling. Girl in 
hoop skirt and white wig has range 
but enunciation killed off lyrics, 
Traveler parts on full stage set, bee 
fore plush backdrop. Line-up of 14 
girls emerges from pink satin-lined 
depths. Initial duo into a tap nume 
ber, quartet into high-kicks on toes, 
pair into an eccentric, sextet out for 
a semi-classical and entire line-up 
into a high-kick finale. Girls work 
hard and go over nicely. 

Five Decardos in barrel tumbling, 
girl on for clown effects. Usual 
blind-fold teeter-work and chair- 
catches but speed counts and act 
Freda Sullivan on in ‘one’ 


scores. : 
with scantily-clad pretty into @ 
high-kick eccentric tumbling. 


Tommy McAuliffe closing first half 
with armless trick golfer, before @ 
country club setting, in full, popping 
the golf balls into the baskets with- 
out a miss. Novelty registered, 
Ballet back in beach pajamas and 
parasols for routine number. Girls 
do a hot cha number and then into 
slow-tempo arm-waving to ‘Mood 
Indigo.’ Line-work nicely synchro- 
nized and girls score another bull's 
eye. 

Sarl La Vere and Mildred Byram 
on in one for chatter with girl into 
songs and La Vera doing piano- 
accordion accompaniment, latter 
much better than the talk. Mild re< 
ception and ballet easing on and 
once again saving situation. Girls 
in orange gowns and white wigs be- 
fore a sampler back-drop and re- 
volving wings. More pony work and 
pit-band coming in on strong finale. 
Jack Arthur takes the baton for 
the Easter overture-medley and fea 
ture is ‘Fireman, Save My Child 
(FN) Kay Stokes at organ and usual 
screen fillers. Good Friday observ- 
ance not noticed here and standee@ 
at back for supper show. McStay. 


STANLEY 


Pittsburgh, March 25. | 
It's all Benny Rubin and Jack 
Haley this week, with comedians do- 
ing the stuff they had recently at 
the New York Palace and giving thé 
customers a run for their money. 
steady barrage of laughs accom- 
panied and followed every appears 
ance, proof enough that the boys 
claimed to be strictly Broadway 
comics, can make their way in the 
hinterland, too. 
Rubin and Haley are getting equal 
billing with the film, ‘Alias the Doe- 
tor,” and deserve it. Former has 
been around before, and is rememe 
bered for his summer run as m.c. at 
the Aldine long before he went pic* 
tures, but it’s Haley’s first visit, dis- 
counting his screen appearance 1” 





‘Follow Thru.’ Both get across 
equally well, however, and nave 


spotted their bits effectively 1” 
regular presentation. It runs 
smoothly, comedians permitting few 





' 


dull moments, and must be set dow® 
as a solid hour of entertainment. 
Chorus opening on full stase. with 
Dick Powell, m.c., following in he 
to introduce male dance team ° 
Loomis and- Senna. Latter yi 


trick~“monkey’ outfit for lauchs 
(Continued on page 44) 
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NEW ACTS 


PALACE 


Despite holdover of most of the 
meat from last week, the current 
layout is pretty weak. Chiefly re- 


























LOUISE FAZENDA 

Talk and Song 

40 Mins.; One 

Oriental, Chicago 

Miss Fazenda brings no new ideas 
to the personal appearance angle. 
Like so many before her she is re- 
jying stri tly on the screen memory 
f ner audiences. The audience at 
this house were well 
remembered her kindly. | ; 

The turn is composed in the main 
of one comedy tune built on the no- 
tion that Miss Fazenda is tired of 
playing gentle maidens. She wants 
to strut in satins and wave a hip. 
She wants to be hot stuff. ; An old 
jdea, but this crowd didn’t mind. 
Her other attempts at an act are 
also too well known to really smack 
‘em. It consists of reading letters: 
1. ‘Dear Miss Fazenda: Please send 
me 10 of your photos. A friend of 
mine will give me one of Norma 
Shearer for 10 of yours.’ 2. ‘Dear 
Miss Fazenda: I think you’re won- 
derful, beautiful and are the best- 
dressed woman in Hollywood. 
(Signed) Louise Fazenda. That'll 
give 
of the turn. 

But from Miss Fazenda’s recep- 
tion and sendoff here it’s evident 
that the picture public does not de- 
mand genuine routining from their 
film favs in the flesh. All they need 
to be lenient in this town is a simple 
reminder that it’s the initial show- 
ing and that the screen person is a 
trifle skittish. 

Miss Fazenda appears first in the 
two-reel comedy makeup, and shifts 
at the finish to pretty duds. In her 
showing at the Oriental she exhib- 
ited a tendency to try ad lib, due, 
no doubt, to Al Wohlman, who was 


m. cing at the house that week 
with the regular Loew unit, and 


who went heavy on the spontaneous 
lingo while helping the flicker gal 
through her routine. Gold. 





ALBERTINA RASCH Dancers (9) 
Girl Act 
18 Mins.; Full 


Palace 
Out of the ‘Follies’ and into the 
Palace, the eight-girl line of this 


nine-pcople act seems to have been 
picked more for looks than danc- 
ing ability. While in the Ziegfeld mu- 
sical they probably didn’t rate with 
the show gal beauts, in line in a 
vaudeville theatre they’re quite 
above the average dancing troupe in 
appearance. As for dancing there’s 
less quality here than in the preci- 
gion average line. 

Out-looking the others is the 
turn’s ninth member, a prima donna, 
with the appearance angle also pre- 
dominating. She does, however, sing 
well enough to get by on the com- 
bination of comeliness and voice. 
Name ‘s Josephine Huston, and 
Miss Huston’s present fault is that 
of staying on too long in each of 
two solo appearances out in ‘one.’ 
Cutting down in that way and 
dropping the introductory _ lyric, 
which is too fast to be distinguish- 
able and starts the singer off wrong, 
would help a lot. 

Line’s three numbers are an Ara- 
bian drill, toe dance and a finale 
cooch to Tiomkin’s ‘Fandango.’ Lat- 
ter pretty hot for average neighb 
vaudeville consumption, with the 
lookers not so heavily dressed. It 
wrobably seemed more at home in 
the ‘Follies’ and at the Palace than 
it might anywhere else. 

Doubtful for vaudeville perma- 
nNency, due to the shortage of real 
dancing merit. After all, most lines 
Manage to look good back of the 
first few rows, which limits this 
troupe’s edge to close-ups only. 

Bige. 


LETA WALES (2) 
Singing 

10 Mins.; One 
Coliseum, N. Y. 

Miss Wales is a looker, has per- 
Sonality and a pleasant voice. De- 
Spite all of which she’s not a good 
Vaude act. She just doesn’t make 
the grade on her own, with the 
fault probably in the material. 

Looks like she ought to be an 
easy bet for a production, whether 
in vaude or legit. Alone, as a song- 
stress, without some build-up back- 
ground, she registers as weak. 

Bob Hamill, at the piano, does 
okay finger work between costume 
changes, Kauf. 





BEN BERNIE’S SEPIA NEPHEWS 
usical, Dance 


ins. 
Hollywood, New York 

Colered quintet features a 
Monotonous instrumentation of 


Strings—ukes, guitars, etc., permit- 
ting no instrumental novelty de- 
Spite the wicked chords the boys 
strike. There's a little hoofing and 
mugging in between, but for nine 
Minutes it becomes rather tiresome. 

If boiled to five mins. or under 
it might do, but there’s no reason 
do .. it takes dusky entertainers to 


Bernie lends his name to a dubi- 


us proposition which really re- 
Quires re-routining and staging. 
Abei. 


disposed and| 





you an idea of the originality} 


DONALD KERR and ANN FAY 
Comedy Dialog, Singing and 

Dancing 
12 Mins.; One 
Kedzie, Chicago 

It’s a far cry from Kerr and Wes- 
ton to the present turn Kerr is do- 
ing. That the comedian has gone 
haywire on his material is the most 
obvious thing about this act. In its 
present shape it’s oke for night 
clubs but not for vaude. 

No reason why Kerr can’t hop 
into a spasm and turn what he’s got 
inside out for bigger and better re- 
sults. No one need tell Donald Kerr 
how to do a vaudeville act, but 
someone should prime him where 
and why his material is all ga-ga. 
This Ann Fay is probably the best 
thing that could have happened to 
Kerr. Here’s a pert youngster with 
literally everything. Looks galore, 
talent aplenty and the capacity for 
work. 

Understood that Kerr broke this 
act in around New Orleans and 
played some of the Saenger houses 
with it. 
presumably is Kerr's objective, 
should be all means revamp the turn 
and pay particular attention to some 
of the gags which are sure to be 
censored anyway. Span. 


HITE, RENNIE and CASEY (3) 
Dancing 

Mins.; in One 
86th St., N. Y. 


Two girls and a man, not listed 
in the files, but evidently no nov- 
ices. Make a nice appearance in 
brown trousers and maroon sweat- 
ers with the performer's initial on 


each sweater. Miss Hite is the 
star of the act in a brief Russian 
bit on her toes, though Rennie does 
very well with some acrobatic work 
and Miss Casey dances on her hands 
in what is a dance and not just a 
handstand. 

Most of the routine is in unison, 
with some of the solo bits handi- 
capped the opening day through the 
failure of the spot to pick them up 
promptly. Nothing out of the ordi- 
nary, but a well routined act, which 
makes a nice appearance and 
wastes no time stalling. 


HAPPY SPITZER and PETE 
Comedy Mule ; 
8 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Orpheum 

An agreeable mule that bucks and 
kicks on cues, wrestles with his as- 
sociates and in other ways amuses 
the kids and some grownups, forms 


the basis for laughs in this one. 
Pete is apparently the mule in the 
billing. 

Act opened here and did better 
than most of its kind, although sim- 
ilar to one that’s lately been around 
in both routine and execution, even 
to sitting down on the straight man. 
Kids up in this middle class neigh- 
borhood went for the turn in a big 
way. 

While one man plays straight, the 
other does blackface, Char, 





GRACE and MARIE ELINE 
Comedy, Singing 

13 Mins.; One 

Orpheum, New York 


The Eline girls formerly headed 
their own revue, but in giving that 
up to do a double, no error of judg- 
ment has resulted. They’ve got a 
comedy act that’s next to closing 
for any neighborhood, though they 
didn’t get that up here where a hit 
when caught. 

Zlines clown from start to finish. 
They carry an unbiiled man who 
works into bits, X’es the stage, etc. 

Morsels of sock comedy occur 
nearly every other minute. Strongest 
punch the capital polite stew done 
by Grace for a finish. It’s one of 
the best by any woman, on stage or 
screen, and even. includes falling 
into the orchestra bit. The ‘Trader 
Horn’ and_ racketeer-and-his-girl 
bits are also -ood for laughs. 

Char. 


SAMMY FAIN 
Songwriter-Pianist 

5 Mins. 

Hollywood, New York 

Sammy Fain has @ personal rep 
on the radio and as a songwriter. 
This is fortified by a shy stage per- 
sonality which somehow hit this 
particular evening’s audience so 
that young Fain stopped the show 
cold and had to encore a new ditty. 

First he reeled off some of the 
novelty stuff previously fashioned, 
all of it getting salvos, probably on 
the psychological strength of com- 
ing from a relatively unknown 
source. 

Holtz foiled for Fain, but his brief 
five - minute specialty, vocalized 
through a mike. scored on its own. 

Fain, combining his radio and 
songwriting rep, can go into im- 
portant stage money if properly de- 





veloped. Abel. 


Before heading east, which | 
he| 


sponsible is a first part that’s as 
spotty as a leopard with measles. 
The draw riddle must be solved by 
the Whiteman hand and name, if at 
all, for there’s not much else to at- 
tract. Last week’s advantage was 
a good show around Whiteman, 


HOLLYWOOD 


Second edition of Lou Holtz’s 
vaudeville-revue at Warners’ Holly- 
wood is apparently benefiting from 
the impetus given the new Holtz in- 
timate vaude policy from its initial 
five weeks. In its development of 
this ‘intimacy,’ there is now on dis- 
play a type of show that depends 
on a posterior sense of humor for 
its chief comedy appeal. Take 
away Holtz’s tantalizing walking 
stick and its attendant business of 








This week's best entries are both 
j holdovers, Whiteman and Trahan. 
and Weber and 


| Jay C. Flippen, 
| Fields are h. o’ing also. Depending 


|}on two first-week hits for the sec- 
| ond week’s value, without contribut- 


| Nor is an individual hit at $7,500 
much of a miracle either. 
The error was in relying solely 


on the Whiteman band, closing, to 
put a bad show over the line, and 
calling on Trahan and his blonde 


partner, Yukona Cameron, for two 
acts for the price of one. The cheat- 
ing was always noticeable. Anyone 
who thinks the Palace audience can 
be conned should take another 
guess. 


An Albertina Rasch troupe out of 
the late ‘Follies’ is billed to open, 
but plays third instead. Substitute 
starter is James Evans, foot jug- 
gler who does a fast seven minutes. 
| Dick and Edith Barstow, brother- 
and-sister dance team, No. 2 
have made much progress in gradu- 
ating from a one oi. two-number 
specialty couple to full-fledged 
vaudeville rating and spotting in a 
miniature production act. The 
theory upon which their turn is ap- 
parently based is that the toe-tap- 
ping finish on the stairs is always 
good, so something extra up ahead 
can’t hurt. That something extra 
not only won’t hurt but, as staged 
and presented, will carry the Bar- 
stows a lot farther than they might 
have gone without it. They were 
gong ringers Saturday. 

Bad spotting and resultant con- 
flicts did the bill no good at this 
point, with too much leg work in 
two successive spots through the 
Barstows and Rasch girls. Making 
it still worse is the solo singing out 
in ‘one’ between all dances of both 
acts. 

Trahan and Miss Cameron, fourth, 
repeated their standard knockabout 
pianolog, with the only difference a 
fast one by Trahan that looked im- 
promptu. Trahan is studying voice, 
and the mob out front Saturday 
was on. When he slipped in a dash 
of the pipes they started to applaud, 
which prompted the comic to inter- 
rupt the routine and burst into song. 
He politely requested Miss Cameron 
to take his place at the piano and 
then proceeded to become one of 
those ‘Ol’ Man River’ guys, but not 
bad. He has a powerful set of bari- 
tone tonsils that show the results of 
recent training, but it was the mix- 
ture of hokum and class that made 
‘em yell for another portion Satur- 
day. 

Weber and Fields and Trahan’s 
return sketch completed the first 
section. Former in tails this week 
in place of last week’s misfits, and 
doing the poker game instead of the 
pool table bit. Back into ‘one,’ they 
again finish on the hoof after some 
reminiscing. Big hand fore and aft 
for the veterans. Assisting in the 
full-stage part are Armand Kaliz, 
who hasn’t been around in a long 
while, and a girl programmed Char- 
lotte Winters. 

Billing for the Trahan-Cameron 
sketch, through which the biil’s 
opening half staggered to a conclu- 
sion, is entitled ‘Reunion in Mos- 
kow’ and probably intended as a 
take-off on lLunt-Fontanne’'s ‘Vi- 
enna,’ but would be easier to recog- 
nize as a whitewashed smoking-car 
yarn under the name of ‘Amuse Me.’ 
Some heavy but hokey stuff by Tra- 
han and Miss Cameron on a bed, 
with Trahan getting laughs on his 
mugging against Miss Cameron's 
excellent straight work, rather than 
on the material. It finishes with the 
comic pulling a lampshade off a 
a radio mike and going into ‘Blue of 
the Night.’ An extra pre-intermish 
touch was added by Flippen, who 
repeated his table scene, in which 
Paula Howard, after French-maid- 
ing for Miss Cameron in ‘Moskow,’ 
takes the contents of a seltzer bot- 
tle while bending over to pick up 
an option. 

The ‘Moskow’ bed saw more serv- 
ice later on the revival by Flippen 
and Miss Cameron of a scene they 
played in the second ‘Little Show.’ 

Nina Olivette, a corking dancing 
comedienne, opened the second part 
(New Acts). Eight boys, seven in 
line, assist. She’s a hard 
who earns her salary and applause. 
Extra remuneration was a basket of 
buds at the opening matinee. 

The Whiteman bandstand 
the deckhands some trouble, 
while they were wrassling behind 
the traveler, Flippen successfully 
stalled the wait. He’s working white 
face this week all the way, as m.c. 
A couple of stories and songs in the 
emergency topped his show-pacing 
work and again rated him as heavy 





gave 


holes than an intact route. 
Whiteman 
to five for 48 minutes, same as last 
week. Same turn, too, outside of a 
few lyrical, musical and costume 
changes by the specialty people, and 
again a resounding hit. Bige. 





ing much help, is no booking trick. | 


here, | 


worker | 


and | 


hole plugger on a bill that has more | 


came out at a quarter | 


rear-end collision and the comedy is 
practically nil. 

Similarly the blackouts are bawdy 
and, what's worse, unfunny. 
even the self-razzing about 
ing ‘high class entertainment’ 
| offset its general tiresomeness 
| Rowdy fun is almost acceptable if 
funny, but unpardonable if witless. 

Show was shoddy and _ slipshod, 
| showing on its second night a de- 
sire for better kneading snd co- 
ordination. 

Harry Richman as the particular 
satellite at~$4,000 (right out of the 
‘Follies’) manifests a total miscon- 
ception of vaude values. He can 
still sell a song with the best of ’em, 
but his choice of vocal material is 
totally awry. As a femme draw, he 
could give ’em a little of the torch 


stuff, but sloughs that almost 
wholly. 

Unlike the first bill, which was 
dotted with a sequence of impres- 
sive names, Holtz, Richman and 
|} Irving Aaronson’s Commanders end 
it there. 

Mitzi Mayfair and Hal LeRoy 


seemed a bit known, but they can't 
mean anything potent at the gate as 
yet. This young pair, incidentally, 
with their intricate stepologv might 
have been even more effective if not 


stretched out s- much throughout 
the proceedings. Both evidence 
their intensive Fanchon & Marco 


tutelage, but a! 9 show a high-grade 
Broadway brand of post-graduate 
schooling in musical comedy. 

Show starts passively with Ben 
Bernie's Sepia Nephews (New Acts), 
who make their nine minutes seem 
dreary by monotony of their jazz- 
ology. 

Gloria Grafton, slated to reopen 
after the interval, deuced, but also 
was handicapped by wrong choice of 
numbers. As wren in the short- 
lived Neville Fleeson act at the 
-alace a fortnight ago, she looks 
impressive and lissome on_ the 
stage, suggesting as a good picture 
type for light vamp roles. 

The backgammon penchant of 
Holtz’s started with Lyda Roberti, 
solo holdover from the first bill. 
The Polish blonde was ragged by 
Holtz for her performance in ‘Danc- 
ers in the Dark’ at the Paramount 
last week. She vocalized ‘Minnie 
the Moocher.’ As ever, her person- 
ality is her long suit. 

In between thereafter the show 
was punctuated by a sequence of 
blackouts, with all the skits of dull 
value and questionable timbre. One 
finale showed Richman emerging 
from a bedroom scene with a bed- 
room vessel on his head in Heu of 
his hat, which he had switched in 
his haste to escape an irate spouse 
whose wife Richman had been neck- 
ing. That matinee biz is already 
easing off is probably the direct an- 
swer; nite trade is strong. 

For the rest, there’s Larry Adler, 
harmonica virtuoso, whose chief 
fault—here regarded as an advan- 
tage—is that he makes the har- 
monica sound like everything else 
but a mouth-organ. Youngster is 
of the Borrah Minevitch school of 
harmonica specialists and does his 
stuff in good style although allowed 
to over-stay a bit. 

Mitzi Mayfair and Hal LeRoy had 
their earlier solo opportunities, the 
former registering with her extraor- 
dinary acro-stepping, while LeRoy’s 
rhythmic stepology was a show- 
stopper the second nite. 

In the Holtz-Victor Marlowe 
crossfire, where the latter does an 
English gent, reference to the M. L. 
(‘Master of Lavatories’) stuff came 
in—and should go out pronto. 

Aaronson and his Commanders 
closed the first half and somehow 
missed fire after that sluggish fore- 
part. Red Stanley had too much of 
a hoofing handicap to click as he 
did in the past, while Phil Saxe, 
Aaronson's featured soloist, some- 
how was never permitted to show 
anything. A ‘Federal Men’ number, 
with the pitched bottles for a musi- 
cal afterpiece, -7vas the sole band 
novelty. 

Norman Frescott in the second 
half had Richman and Holtz as his 
Stage stooges in the hokum mental 





telepathy. As Hudson Pey and 
Sheepshead sey, Richman and 
Holtz, in eccentric yogi get-up, got 
;}some laughs. Sammy Fain (New 
Acts). 

Finale was the Club Richman in 
| 1927. It could have been the Club 
| Richman in 1898. Meant little save 
|for the reprise stuff. Aaronson’s 
| band officiated on stage again, but 


no specialties. sand, as with Lopez 
in the first show, also doubles into 
the pit. Julius Lenzberg is the 
baton-wielder, Aaronson directing 
solely on stage. 


‘very high class’ loses its humor at 
$2 for a 


At the interval, Richman and} 
| Holtz double in a hokum candy and 
| novelty butcher routine, vending 
| sundry articles designed for laff re- | 

turns. The gag takes on a Minsky 
aura from the start and winds up 
very Apollo (125th St.). 

The satire about the show being 


Abel. 


family audience. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 

Chicago, March 26. 
This theatre now rides to the 
forefront as the heaviest and most 
consistent box-office winner of this 
burg. In the past month the grosses 
have not only stuck close to the 
high-water line, but once it has 
crossed the boundary into new box- 
office territory. Currently there are 
indications that another high-money 
mark may be established. It's the 
only vaude theatre in all metropoli- 





Not! 
its be-| 
can} 


} 


tan Chicago; and it’s strictly the 
vaude here, since the flickers are 
renegs from the rest of the loop 
houses. 

This week—boom—there's Olsen 
and Johnson, and their array of 
hoke and noise that—zowie—the 


public of this town seems to enjoy. 
The boys have attempted in a slight 
sort of way to bring a new act to 
the Palace, but they haven't suc- 
ceeded. It's 99% the Olsen and 
Johnson routine—pow—thai's been 
riding in this burg for several years. 
They've rearranged the opening and 
finish somewhat, bringing in a nifty 
initial scene of a train, and a fade- 
out utilizing the film projector to 
give the impression of riding away 
into the distance. It’s good flash 
stuff, but has little to do—biff—with 
the sort of comedy that the O. and 
J. outfit has become identified with. 

Much of the comedy added by O. 








and J. is tainted plenty with the 


| Minsky atmosphere, but such is the 
| boisterousness of the going that 
}there was no resentment at the 
| bathroom-bedroom clowning. Han- 
dled by less sure hands this bur- 
leycue gagging might offend, but 
these boys carry it off for laughs. 


Rest of the evidently well-remem- 
bered stuff—bop—was solid for deep 
rumbles. Loud and hokey sessions 
of this character—zung—have been 
infrequent in the arena, and the mob 
made the most of the possibilities. 
Since the O. and J. interlude swal- 
lows enough time to display three 


ordinary routines, two of the regu- 
lar five turns at this house are 
clipped away, leaving Rita Royce 


Co. and Frank Richardson to get the 
show going. They did a neat job of 
getting this crowd in the right 
humor. 

Richardson is another repeat here 
from the screen, and his film life 
evidently is far in the past by this 
time. He still, however, is using a 


trailer to remind the fans that he’s 
paraded before the camera. It’s a 
silent trailer, showing no action, 


Not so effective, mainly because the 
portrait of Richardson in the trailer 
is not a recognizable likeness. But 
on his own in front of the drapes 
he delivers a full share of enter- 
tainment in the deucer. Has his 
pipes in control for some excellent 
hot-cha warbling, and had to speech 
himself away. 

Opening was the Rita Royce dance 
company—two women and two men, 
Act has some nice ideas about com- 
edy, particularly the opening num- 
ber burlesquing the colonial minuet, 
the dancers cracking smart in 1932 
lingo. Miss Royce holds the center 
spot with a neat toe dance. Turn 
was retarded at the first show Sat- 
urday by restricted stage space, due 
to crowding of the sound horns. In 
between the specialties in full were 
a hoofing number by the male con- 
tingent, very oke, and a vocal solo 
by the other femme, who impressed 
as more suitable for cafes than 
vaude on her cabaret style of de- 
livery. 

‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox) was the 
feature. Business capacity and a 
full lobby wait-out evidenced one 
of the biggest weeks is in prospect. 

Gold. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 24. 


Miniature musicals at Loew's 
State and Pantages have been a 
windfall for Bert Levey booking this 
house’s 10 acts every week. Fan- 
chon & Marco have become slightly 
jammed up on the booking of their 
regular units and are willing to sell 
some of their acts to Levey in order 
to cut down on the layoff overhead. 
With a scarcity of playable acts 
around, Levey has managed to 
throw together some fair bills for 
this house on its $1,200 budget for 
10 acts, thanks to the F. & M. mis- 
fortune. 

Current 10 acts, supplemented by 
‘Heart of New York’ (WB) on its 
second run, an Oswald cartoon and 
Universal newsreel, make better 
than average entertainment for two 
bits at the mats and 25 and 50 cents 
in the evening. That 25-cent bal- 
cony price caused a holdout for the 
shelf at 7:30 Thursday evening. 
Downstairs was comfortably filled. 

California Six, six girl 
looking like the product of a loca 








| dancing school, opened. They just 
| get by with two routines, one Rus- 
sian, the other orthodox tapping. 
One of the girls solos with a toe 
tap between the line numbers, but it 
doesn’t matter. 

Tyler, Madeleon and Cates, xylo- 
| phonists, follow. Act is an out- 
| growth of the former standard Tyler 
and St. Clair turn. ‘Trio slap the 
| planks for fair results. 
| Pirtle and Galwey, colored tap 
dancers with the usual challenge 
finish, were the first socks. Team 
use typical colored technique and 
| are no different from most other 


colored duos, but the house went for 


(Continued on Page 44) 
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two wind up strong with a classy 
challenge flash. Powell is behind 
them, but his m.c. duties end here, 
with Rubin coming on, telling Powell 
to ‘skarew,’ and then pulling his 


‘who's running this show?’ patter 
with Haley. 
After that they're on and off all 


of the time, Haley singing, Rubin 


doing a bit with the band and then | 


his sure-fire comedy dance, both of| 
them getting over their blackouts. | 
Powell is called upon, too, in sev- 
eral skits, and there are four others, 
two men and two girls, with the 
Rubin-Haley turn. 

Sandwiched *etween all 
two other acts, Ethel Norris and 
Lorrraine Manners, latter recentl: 
of the Hollywood, where she worked | 
the Minsky bit with Lou Holtz. | 
Miss Norris sings one number alone 
and second to Powell, while Miss 
Manners and Powell work on full 
stage with chorus in a production 
number. It’s a neat job, m.c. war- 
bling through a mike as the striking 
red-head does a natty dance spe- 
cialty in front of line girls. 

Finish has Rubin and Haley un- 
dressing in that ‘shirt off my back 
bit,” coming back on in bathrobes to 
go through a hoke bailroom dance 
with chorus as cuitain drops. They 
laughed here plenty the second show 
this afternoon, even after Stanley's 
official censor board had cleaned 
things up a bit. Whatever was 
eliminated apparently didn’t matter, 


this are 


for it was smooth sailing for the 
name acts. 
Bernie Armstrong’s organlog a 


community sing of light opera bal- 
lads, organist telling audience 
through a mike that he wanted to 
get away from the popular stuff for 
a change. Customers apparently 
liked it, for there was an excellent 
response. Dave Broudy’s organlog 
an appropriate Easter medley, with 
Margaret Daum, air singer here at 
KDKA, as soloist with ‘The Rosary.’ 

Business okay and pretty much of 
a surprise for Good Friday. Cohen, 


STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 23. 

With the Ethel Meglin kiddies 
as the chief draw, ‘Exotique’ Idea 
looked pretty weak. The juveniles 
are going out Sunday and back to 
school (27) after five days and the 
Ghezzi brothers take their place, 
which ought to strengthen the unit 
considerably. Unit will play Loew’s 
10 days altogether. House chang- 
ing its opening day from Wednes- 
dcy to Saturday, and running its 
present show (‘Hell Divers,’ Metro) 
through next Friday (1). 

Miss Meglin, whose contract and 
financial tieup with Fanchon & 
Marco calls for an Easter week 
local booking among other annual 
dates, usually brings so many kids 
around they get in the audience's 
hair. This time, she cut down on 
the procession, which added con- 
siderably to the interest in the juve 
talent she did display. There were 
lots of kids in the audience at the 
first evening show, and added to 
sailors from the newly arrived fleet, 
the house was nearly full down- 
stairs, although the balcony was 
feeble. 

‘Exotique’ Idea showed here first 
with ‘Hell Divers’ at the Chinese. 
Only the scenery and girls are left, 
all the acts being new. Eddie Foley 
and Lea Leture, comedy couple, and 
Ramon and Virginia, adagio, were 
the only acts apart from the Mag- 
lins. Paul and Nino Ghezzi, acro- 
bat balancers, have played two pre- 
vious dates here and were liked. 
They should help the unit when 
going in Monday (28). 

Foley and Miss Leture got laughs 
with their hoke gagging as the 
opener. Kiddies on next, and do 
everything. Example of stuff they 
try was attempt of one six-year- 
old to imitate Fannie Brice’s ‘My 
Man.’ 

Ramon and Virginia didn’t show 
anything in the way of adagio, but 
girl balances nicely on one leg on 
upstretched palms of her partner. 

One of the dance routines, called 
the tom tom rumba in which the 
girls work with 15-inch drums, 
stood out. Unit lacked polish but 
will, probably show more when 
finally set for the read. It ran 37 
minutes, but will be 33 on the road. 

Newsreel completed the program. 


DENVER 


Denver, March 23. 

Fred Schmitt and his orchestra 
observed St. Patrick with an ‘Trish 
Rhapsodies’ overture. Curtain 
fiésded with green lights while 
musicians played Irish numbers. 
Closeé with 10-year-old girls, 
dressed clleen style, singing ‘When 
Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ and doing a 
clog. 

‘Reflections,’ a Fanchon & Marco 
Idea, is strong on the flashes and 
not so strong on acts. The settings 
are mirroristic, in silver and black, 
and some startling effects are cre- 
ated. Opening shows three huge 
frames, appearing to be mirrors. 
Part of the line does a routine in 
front of mirrors, and what appears 
to be their reflections dance in back 
of the frames. After the routine 
those in back shove aside the black 


sixteen line up and do a smart rou- 
tine. 

Grauman, Hess and Valee, with 
contagious smiles, tap dance in duo 
and trio, girl wearing red suit while 
boys sport brown suits, a cross be- 
tween a bellhop and a chorus man. 
Their slow-motion fight is capital, 
the slow motion even extending to 


the facial features, showing all 
grades of pain, surprise, triumph 
and other emotions. The girl, an 








interested spectator, goes through 
the slow motions with the lads 
showing her at times separating 
them when they transgress the rules 
of the ring. 

The second lineup routines before 
a drop picturing a huge flower gar- 


der with white blooms, and Don 
Neece, looking almost like an un- 
dertaker, sings thataway also. 


Marietta, with her bushy head of 
black hair and flowing skirt, does a 
session of artistic dancing—almost 
too much so for a picture house. 
Lin= does a bit more routine and 
on comes A, Robbins, the walking 
music store. The scene for the 
closinz number was a big flash, the 
rear being a large number of sil- 
vered mirrorlike panels, the floor 
sloping and made of the same ma- 
terial. At each side of the stage 
two theatre boxes, in which per- 
formers sit while not acting. The 
line, assisted by various of the acts, 
does a fast and hard routine on the 
sloping floor. Must have rubber 
soles to be able to stand up on the 
incline. Marietta closes the Idea 
with a dance number. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 25. 
Good Friday and this big B&K 
house stood ’em out at the close of 
the first show. For the same period 
of the day the Chicago was 'way 
ahead of its contemporaries along 
the street. And th. reason un- 
doubtedly appeared to be the 
screen’s femme favored leading man, 
Conrad Nagel. 
Nagel switches to Publix from out 
of Detroit after completing a round 
tour of eastern houses for Loew, 
which originally arranged the Nagel 
act for its stages in a deal with its 
own producer, Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer. As far as the B&K houses 
here are concerned they'll play any 
and all kinds of name attractions, 
no matter where they come from or 
who delivers «hem. 
It’s been a pretty steady grind at 
both the Chicago and Oriental for 
star acts, with each house bettering 
its grosses despite the opposition 
from each other. With Nagel this 
week the Chicago should show in 
the money, accounted for by femme 
trade. Besides, it will be soon dis- 
covered that Nagle has a better act 
by far than most of the other screen 
celebs who have come through here. 
Maybe that’s because Nagle is an 
ex-legit actor with a knowledge of 
the stage. 
Anyway, the 20 minutes Nagle 
does is sufficient proof of his ability 
in a light and diversified and dra- 
matic way. Ruth Marsh with Nagle 
looked very gcod from a local view- 
point, with Nugle no doubt respon- 
sible in a good measure. His trailer 
is another novelty, presenting him 
in double shots of himself. It’s evi- 
dent that the scree: player has 
tucked away plenty of work with 
this act. Its smoothness and polish 
shows it. 
With Nagle working in full stage 
it was necessary to sandwich Stuart 
Rarrie’s organlog between this and 
the F&M unit, ‘Limehouse Nights,’ 
which preceded. Latter is not up 
to standard, although it has Val and 
Ernie Stanton doing their best to 
get the only laughs in the show. It 
was tough sledding though for the 
brothers, even the old ones muffing. 
Other specialties in the lineup are 
contributed by the Wing Wah 
troupe, Chinese acrobatic and stunt 
performers; Don Carroll, vocalist: 
Armanda and Lita, dance team, and 
a mixed ensemble. 
H. Leopold Spitalny’s last week in 
the pit, marking the end of an eight- 
year run for him for B&K in Chi- 
cago. Spitalny’s baton will not be 
so easily replaced, and that he will 
be sorely missed goes without say- 
ing. His last overture was in the 
usual Spitainy arrangement, a 
blending of the classical in a popu- 
lar mood, with Frank Wilson solo- 
ing in song from a pit chair. Spi- 
talny, it must be remembered, went 
from a 45-piece orchestra to less 
than half that number, but retained 
the class standard of his music to 
the last. 

On the screen ‘Alias the Doctor’ 
(FN), supplemented by usual trail- 
ers and newsreel. Span, 

Will Harris East 

Chicago, March 28, 

Winding up his affairs here after 
leaving the Publix-Balaban & Katz 
production department, Will J. Har- 
ris left for New York Saturday (26) 
taking his wife and family with 
him. 

Harris wound up a local stay of 
more than 10 years for B. & K. as 
a stage producer. 





Charlie Hart in Act 
After agenting for five years 
Charlie Hart, of the old tumbling 
act, ‘Hart’s Crazy Cats,’ is return- 
ing to the stage. 
Hiart will head a seven people 





scrim and step to the front and the 


turn, ‘Hart's Hollanders,’ 


DOWNTOWN 


(Continued from page 43) 


them strong. Their finish, a series 
of flying wings, are pretty hot and 
get them away to strong returns. 

Manuel, Mexican wire walker, 
next. This former standard act has 
been on the coast all winter and is 
set with Sells-Floto for the coming 
season. His ‘drunk’ bit is the high 
spot. 

Lee Mason and Sunny, 
standard, followed. 
still doing her fake female imper- 
sonation. Audience went for as a 
femme impersonator after she doffed 
the first wig. Later when she pulled 


another 


the man’s wig disclosing her own 
bobbed hair she got a gasp. Not 
seen here in a number of years, Miss 


Mason has lost none of her show- 
manship and sells them plenty. 
Rita Ruben Trio, local adagio act 
which has played everywhere in 
town, was satisfactory in the next 
spot with a usual line of flying 
catches. 

Joe De Leir and Co., latter being 
a femme feeder for the dead-pan 
musician, followed. De Leir got hot 
with an accordion that had a razz 
attachment on one of the stops. Act 
is here for F. & M. and should fit 
into most any unit. 


Monte and Carmel, midget comedy 
acrobats, are ringers here, being 
billed as Karno and Montgomery. 
Team go into F. & M.’s ‘Mickey 
Mouse’ Idea and wanted to keep 
their billing down. Oked with a 
good comedy line of burlesque hand 
stands, finishing with a legit hand 
stand. 


Willard Hall ‘ollowed. Hall acts 
as a subdued m.c. throughout the 
bill, being content to introduce the 
acts and no more, which is as it 
should be. Gabbed for a few min- 
utes with fair material. Just on 
long enough to be considered an act. 
Viera Four, crack casting act, 
closed with a good-looking girl tak- 
ing the short end of the casting. 
Finish of a double over-and-under 
got a great hand from a house that 
is accustomed to long-distance 
throwing. Call, 


LOEW’S STATE 


Pictures making the big differ- 
ence at the box office, it looks like 
Loew’s Broadway vaudfilmer is in 
for a fine week. With ‘Arrow- 
smith’ (UA) on its screen, house 
had ’em packed nearly to the raft- 
ers early Saturday afternoon, with 
more standees in evidence than in 
a long time. 


This is quite unusual in view of 
the $2 run on the picture, plus re- 
cent pop five-weeks’ stay at the 
Rivoli. A lot of people must have 
been waiting to see it when vaude- 
ville is included in the bargain. 
Thus stage shows are an important 
element, 


A fairly strong vaude bill sup- 
ports the picture. It’s cut to four 
acts due to length of the feature, 
but still runs 10 minutes over an 
hour. This is partly due to ab- 
sence of those six-minute opening 
acts and heavy running time on the 
Gus Edwards Radio Revue. 


Latter does 27 minutes, consider- 
ably under what it did two weeks 
ago at the Palace. It’s far more 
effective with the time cut down 
and the material tightened up. 
Some of the radic announcement 
material, all intended for laughs, 
could still be scissored a little. 
Eddie Bruce, doing Graham Mc- 
Namee, has been equipped with fair 
material and sells it well, but is 
inclined to overdo the cigar biz and 
smoke-puffing. 


On whole the Edwards revue is 
pretty good entertainment, effec- 
tively staged, with most of the peo- 
ple announced by names of radio 
stars they impersonate and doing 
them on a dark stage. Talent is 
headed by the four Albee Sisters, 
doing a Boswell in fine style, and 
Leota Lane, coloratura, who tops in 
a strong comedy bit with Bruce. 
There’s a new girl in the act doing 
Kate Smith. She’s Kay Fair and 
very good. 

The Ann Seymour act ahead also 
ate up a lot of running time for an 
attraction of its type, doing 17 min- 
utes. Miss Seymour starts out very 
weakly, only getting anywhere near 
an impression on the drunk char- 
acter specialty. In this she deftly 
draws the picture of an ilth avenue 
girl trying to be Park avenue, and 
that’s where the act should end. 
A tandem bike number follows in- 
stead for the close. It could sub- 
stitute earlier in the act for one 
of the other numbers, preferably 
the one around Adam and Eve, 
man-and-woman stuff. Miss Sey- 
mour took light hand Saturday af- 
ternoon, 

No. 2 act is Cardini, who's as 
adept as they come with cards, cig- 
arettes, golf balls and other objects 
used in his slick sleight-of-hand 
performance. This is one of the 
smartest deuce spot acts in the 
business and should always be 
working. Cardini is clever with his 
palming to begin with, but he’s also 
a shrewd showman. 

Norman Thomas Quintet opened 
up very nicely, dance team stand- 
ing out in their agile routines. Act 
worked faster here thar. it has in 
other houses when caught. That's 
part of its punch. 








A trailer on Esther Rais.on, com- 


Miss Mason is} 


ing stage attraction, didn’t work so 
well Saturday afternoon. Coming 
on top of a lot of other trailer ma- 
terial, with house overdoing it this 
week, it had the folks fidgety when 
amplification failed. 
Usual Hearst-Metrotone — 
thar. 


KEDZIE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 26. 

One of the worst jumbled up bills 
played leap frog with itself here last 
(Friday) night. Everything hap- 
pened. Eight acts were scheduled 
to show, but by the time the first 
performance went on, two acts 
hadn’t put in an appearance yet, and 
from the way it turned out, one of 
these acts at ‘east might have stayed 
away and saved itself a lot of em- 
barrassment. 

What delayed them doesn’t mat- 
ter, but Panto and Zarett, two boys, 
finally made a belat-d entrance and 
were rushed on by their agent be- 
fore they even had time to put on 
their blackface. Result was pathetic, 
with the boys not so much to blame 
as the agent. 

No necessity for such things hap- 
pening. If these showings can't be 
conducted on a more intelligent and 








showmanly basis, RKO might as 
well withdraw from the whole 
proposition. Nor was this unfor- 


tunate incident the only thing wrong 
here. Three Tan Tippers, colored 
hoofers, decided to go for a walk. 
Maybe it was only coincidental that 
this act was slated to open the show 
and that they showed up suddenly 
after the fifth act. Why the man- 
agement tolerated such a situation, 
allowing the three hoofers to go on 
anyway, is a mystery. It’s not in 
every house an act could get away 
with such a plav. 

It was no wonder the rest of the 
show got badly tangled up, and the 
pit orchestra made it even worse. 
These musicians here were okay the 
first couple of weeks, but now ap- 
pear to be sitting back. They made 
a mess of Donald Kerr's act, with 
Kerr out here to show a new turn. 
It’s Kerr and Ann Fay (New Acts) 
now, with the girl a charmer for 
looks, and Kerr just as fast on his 
feet and with his cracks as ever. 

Rest of the bill didn’t make much 
of an impression. Openers were 
Frank and May Stanley Co., rope 
spinning with a musical interlude 
that doesn’t belong in it. Jarvisand 
Jay, mixed dancers, have a poor 
blending of stepping, from Bowery 
to Apache. 

Tyrolean Troubadors, four people 
act that might have got by a decade 
ago but not now. Over-plump wo- 
men yodeling in the key of ‘C’ are 
certainly no prize winners these 
days. And neither are the men in 
Bavarian shorts. Sargent and Lewis, 
mixed comedy team, next to shut 
and pattering away when not sing- 
ing. Sargent used to work with one 
of Pop Cameron’s daughters, and 
the change doesn’t seem to have 
done much good. Closers Were the 
Three Spartans, acrobats. 

This week house goes to a new 
all-week picture policy, with the 
vaude showings shoved back to 
Wednesdays again. Span, 


ORPHEUM 


Denver, March 23. 

New Orpheum bill is one of the 
best since the opening, Feb. 11, but 
heavy snowstorm Sunday, making it 
sloppy for a couple of days, held 
gross below what tt should have 
been. 

Si Willis and Joan Davis headline 
and rate well in that spot. Their 
chatter is snappy and most of it 
new. Some standard gags are given 
a new twist. On the opening show 
Miss Davis took what appeared to 
be a comedy fall, but it wasn’t, and 
a doctor was necessary. His over- 
size straw hat and the Zeppelin egg 
are good for a laugh. Man uses the 
Zeppelin egg in some crystal-gazing 
chatter that is smart and new. 

The Marcellus dancers open with 
some of the prettiest scenery used 
at the Orph. A mountain scene 
showing forest fire and waterfalls 
in action in the distance, and Bud 
Marcellus exercises his vocal cords. 
Half a dozen girl dancers and a boy 
stepper add to the act. In the finish 
the boy takes the role of slave 
driver while he and femmes do 
pyramiding, dancing and adagio in 
a way that gets applause. In the 
second scene Bud Marcellus is 
dressed as sheik and sings before 
Egyptianized scenery. 

The Three Yokoes, trick bicyclists, 
do a great variety of feats, some of 
them old and some not so old. Man 
takes bike apart and puts it togeth- 
er again while riding—most of the 
time on one wheel—and act closes 
with two high riding The Honey 
Boys, five of ’em, vocalize and har- 
monize, their best being ‘Million 
Dollar Baby.’ Only fair. 

Earle Kaye and his musicians ob- 
serve St. Patrick in their overture, 
‘A Bit o’ Erin’ Green floodlights 
are used and large green harps are 
hung on drop, with huge shamrocks 
to decorate the orchestra and organ 
lofts. The best of their selections 
was ‘Mother Machree.’ The brasses 
and reeds play ‘Wild Irish Rose,’ and 
for the close the curtains part and 
in an electric-lighted swing are an 
Irish lass and lad. Boy in a good 
tenor voice sings ‘When Irish Eyes 

Are Smiling.’ 








‘Carnival Boat’ (RKO) on screen. 





———___. 


RKO Hillstreet, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 25. 

Regular RKO unit of four acts 
lacks one solid cock to put it acrosg 
in good vaudeville fashion. Deng 
and Rochelle, Ray Hulling’s seal, 
and the seven Royal Uyenos, foote 
to-foot tumblers, and Ecdie Nelson 
top lined, all individually okay put 
lacking that extra and needed 
pound of steam. 

Deno and Rochelle’s terps have 
the advantage of a new slant; the 
execution of their ideas is smooth 
and showmanly, Over to fine re. 
sponse. 

Thought of 17 minutes of seal an- 
tics doesn’t sound anywhere near ag 
encouraging as the Ray Hulling act 


turns out to be. A natural, with 
the seal’s warbling in tenor and 
bass scoring. 

Divested of his gailor uniform, 


Nelson is still doing the same type 
of act as before and is supported by 
Maria Naicha, local girl, in a torrid 
hula. Plenty of hokum laughs and 


over to a pleasing reception. Nel. 
son eases into the closing act, 
clowning with the Orientals and 


participating in several fake tricks, 
The tumbling troupe evokes plenty 
of palm-smacking with their foote 
to-foot catches. 

Feature was ‘Nice Women’ (Uni- 
versal) and ‘A Melon Drama’ (Ra- 
dio), Clark and McCullough short, 
wowed ’em with its slapsticky situ- 


ations. House well filled. 
Harry WDelmar’s Review of 1932 


fills about 50 minutes of the vaude 
section at the 86th Street, which 
leaves little room for the booking 
of other acts and only two others 
are employed, a six-minute dance 
trio and the Princess Wah Let Ka, 


Indian mentalist and singer. The 
dancers are Hite, Rennie and 
Casey (New Acts), who get the 


show off to a brisk start which the 
Princess fails to hold up. That's 
the trouble with all mental turns, 
It’s impossible to build up to a 
finish of any sort. It doesn’t seem 
possible to put a proper sock into 
advice about the future. She gets 
herself over, but leaves them cold 
for the finish. 

Delmar picked them up quickly 
once he worked into the comedy, 
with Chas. Kemper, but it is not 
a speedy getaway, working in the 
line for mild stepping and a song 
in which the entire seven girls 
scarcely raise volume enough for 
one regular voice. “When Kemper 
comes along he _ starts to jazz 
things and after that things went 
smoothly at this supper show, with 
the laughs coming more steadily 
than is usual here. It doesn't take 
much of an effort to get the point 
of Kemper’s” cracks. They are 
pretty obvious, but they click with 
the family trade. 

The three Martine Sisters do a@ 
little harmonizing that is passable, 
but no panic and Pat and Nat Remo 
go into a tap with the line in smart 
military costumes of black and red 
to spell them. Later the boys 
stooge for Delmar and Kemper but 
fail to be funny. Lucille June 
warbles in a thin, high voice and 
Leta Wales roles up a better score 
with a comedy song followed by & 
dancing bit. Olive McClure does an 
outstanding bit in a contortion 
stunt in which she works with her 
hands manacled. After that the 
turn tapers off to only a fair finish. 
Without Kemper the review might 
not fare so well in spite of a couple 
of rather rough bits of comedy, but 
he carries it along and the show 
is helped by the rapid succession of 
stunts, no bit being held until it 
becomes tiresome. 

The film feature is ‘Lost Squad- 
ron’ (Radio), with a newsreel. Owe 
ing to the length of the bill there 
is no room for a comedy and the 
overture is dropped. 


HIPPODROME 


First three acts are slow, but 
thereafter layout peps up and olds 
to the pace. Gus Edwards’ ‘New 
Stars On Parade’ takes toy billing 
and consumes 31 minutes. 

Radio’s ‘Lost Squadron,’ featured, 
and the orchestra Saturday matinee 
was capacity. Weather probably 
helped, being rainy. : 

Moran and Wiser started off with 
their hat throwing. Boys use straw 
chapeaux which, when thrown, 
boomerang back. For finish and for 
a few laughs, hats are thrown 
among the audience to be thrown 
up on the stage, whe-e one of the 
duo attempts to catch them on lis 
head. 

Henry J. Kelly, Irish tenor in @ 
Mexican outfit, deuced with a slow 
act. Kelly's patter is very weak and 
his singing, to which he devotes the 
majority of his time, a times 19 
indifferent. A girl is used for two 
brief dancing bits. Should be used 
more. Kelly is not of a calibre to 
support an act alone. 

taynor Lehr followed in another 
slow turn which took a better speed 
when a slim colored youth came on 
toward the finish for dancing. Lehr 
starts with a medley of pop tunes 
for which he has provided comedy 


lyrics. This number is practically 
the same as that used by Miiton 
Berle. After a bit of dancing, the 


(Continued on page 70) 





Bae 





a 
EW 
3 P 
Rrasch 
Gasto 
Mary 
Peter 
Ken ! 
Leon 
Paul 


Rasch 
& 


Dp | 
Webe 
ee 
eae 


Do 
Yo 
Ne 


Tail 
ria 





R 
acerca ter 
— 
Olive! 
Paul 
Jay ‘ 
Al T 


1st 
Pixor 
Whit 
G& 
Georg 
2d 
Neal 


Jimm 


Boe 
Pub 





Otd> moy 
Pso3 at 
7-3 es 

op > = oe 


"geod 
= 


So: 
Caiis 





ls 
is 
ct 


id 


AA 
nt 


er 
16 
h. 
nt 
le 
at 


of 


bes 
‘eo 


re 


ut 
ds 
Ww 
ng 
d, 
ee 
ly 


th 
LW 


or 
vn 
vn 
he 
is 


BA iret er. 


Tuesday, March 29, 1932 





———_—_—_—————— 


VARIETY 





—_—_ 





a a a 








Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (April 2) 


THIS WEEK (March 26) 


Numerals in connection with bills below ind.cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 








enemies 
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RKO 








Palace (2) 

sch Dancers 

ian Palmer 

ary Brian Co 

peter Higgins 
Ken Murray 
Leon Janney 

Paul Whiteman 
(26) 


Rasch Dancers 
& E Barstow 
Weber & Fields 


—————— 
NEW yo RK CITY 





Dancing Divorcee 
Chas King 
Wayburn’s Co 
Kenmore 

Ist half (2-5) 
Kendall Capps 
W & J Mandell 
Fred Sanborn 
Golden Blondes 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (6-8) 
Stearns & Dean 
Irene Rich Co 





an 








Do GAGS? 
You DANCE ROUTINE? 
Need SPECIAL SONGS? 


Consult HARRY PUCK 

Tailor made song 

rial written especially to your style 

Room 1014, 1560 Broadway, N. Y¥. 
Phone BRyant 9-5746 


and dance mate- 











Olivette & Boys 
Paul Whiteman 
Jay C Flippen 
Al Trahan 
Coliseum 

ist half (2-5) 
Pixon & Pal i 
White & Manning 
G & E Eline 


George Olson Orch 


°d half (6-8) 
Neal Sis 


Jimmy Coughlin Co 


Johnny Perkins 


Henry Bergman Co 


Art Jarrett 
Rath Bros 
®°d half (30-1) 


Mildred & Maurice 


Cole Bros 
Lamb Bellit Co 
Conlin & Glass 
Charley Chase 
Corellis 
86th St. 
Ist half (2-5) 
Neal Sis 
Jimmy Coughlin 
Johnny Perkins 
Rose's Midgets 
2d half (6-8) 
Glad Rags 





M'ntr’'se & R'yn'lds 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (30-1) 
3 French Misses 
King Bros & C 
Willie Solar 
Dorothy Stone 
Hill & Hoffman 
Honorable Mr Wu 
Madison 
Ist half (2-5) 
Stearns & Dean 
Irene Rich Co 
Jack Petet & B 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
Kendall Capps 
W & J Mandell 
Fred Sanborn 
Golden Blondes 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (30-1) 
Louis Mosconi Co 
Millard & Marlin 
Lester Cole Co 
June Carr 
Harry Rose 
Willie West & McG 
AKRON 
Palace 
Ist half (2-5) 
3 Lordens 





~ EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED | 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


N ROCK 


BROADWAY AT 50TH STREET 








Scooter Lowry 
Babe Egan Orch 
Chas Foy Co 
Will Oakland Co 
2d half (30-1. 
Art Humby & D 
Frank Devoe 
Whiting & Burt 
“Slim” Timblin 
George Olson Orch 
Fordham 
Ist half (2-5) 


Murand Girton & G 


Art Jarrett 
Eddie Garr 
Edwards’ Stars 
2d half (6-8) 
Mills Kirk & M 
Princess Wahletka 
Louis Mosconi Co 
Puck & White 
Paddy Cliff 
2d half (30-1 
Roxy Ens ’ 
Lita Wales 


Harry Delmar Rev 


Hippodrome (2) 
Lya Wolf 
Williams & Cryor 
alermo's Dogs 
Lorrainge Digby 

ebb & Lane 


eee 





‘Donovan Sis & B 


Britt Wood 
Youngsters Y st'rd’y 
2nd half (6-8) 
Zelda Bros 
Collette Lyons 
Mitzi Green 
Gracella & Th’od're 
2nd half (30-1) 
Nelson's Co 
Galli Rini Sis 
Buster West Co 
Rae Samuels 
ALBANY 
Palace 
Ist half (2-5) 
Carl Emmy's Pets 
Queenie Smith 
Dave Harris Co 
2nd half (6-8) 
Eddie Garr 
Stars on Parade 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Camel Hour 
ATLANTA 
Keith's (2) 
Earl Lindsay Rev 
Sid Marion 
(26) 
Jack Hedley 3 
Dick Henderson 














CHARLES V. YATES AGENCY 
MATTY ROSEN, MGR. 


Booking with Loew, F. & M., Warner, 
Publix, Radio, Talkies, Productions. 
Suite 701 
1619 Broadway, New York 
Phone COlumbus 5-0033 
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Lester Cole 
Harry Sa oy 
Honey Tr 
(26) 
Moran & Wiser 
Henry J Kelly Co 
aynor Lehr Co 
harzan 
Carlton & 
ond Tr 
Eadie Garr 
Stars on Parade 
BRSOKLYN 
Albee (2) 
Johnny Tyrell Co 


Co 


Ballew 


Leavitt & Lockw'd 


OXy Theatr 5 
Rosett tre Ens 


a Dune 
Chas Kine _ 


26) 

~ rt Nagle Co 

nnie Ji & Zek« 
leon Tea ston 
Dave Harr ol, 

_ Flushing 

‘St lialf (9-5) 
Rate gat (2-8 
Py, n 








Kramer & Boyle 
Rimacs Orch 
BOSTON 
Keith's (2) 
Morton Downey 
Tony Wons 
Jacques Renard Or: 
(26) 
Neal Sis 
tunaway 4 
Gloria Foy Co 
Johnny Perkins 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrone (2) 
Christiansens 
Rae & Harrison 
Bernice Claire 
Bob Hope Co 
(2.0) 
Meyers Lubow & 
Ashley Vaige 
Allen & Hoover 
Maurice Collear 
Jordan & Woods 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Keith's 
half (2-5 


Y 





Ist 
Lassiter Dros 
Hibbitt & Har 
Dodge “1s 
CHICAGO 

Palace (2) 
Naro Lockford C 
Ann Greeny 





Rita Royce 


Co Clyde Hager 


Frank Richardson Ferry Corwe 


Olsen & Johnson 


CINCINNATI 


Albee 


Rita Royce 
Edgar Bergen 
Violet Carleson 


3 Sailors 


Alice White 
(26) 
Kluting’s Animals 
Ann Greenway 
Medley & Dupree 
Dorothy Mackaill 


Richy Craig Jr : : s 
CLEVELAND oe a. Hartman 
Palace (2) pe ae 


4 Ortons 


Frank Richardson 
Chester Fredericks 


Medley & Dupre tre Pe 
Dorothy Macké f soe B 
oro ee MILWAUKEE 


3 Aces & 


Britt Woo 


Gracella & 


105th St, 

3 Bredwins 
Madeline Patrice 
Harry J Conley 
Pearce & Velie 
(26) 

Wilson Keppl 
Bob LaSalle 


Baby Rose 


Queen 
Lyons & Snyder 
Mitzi Green 


Benny Ross 


Co > 
Ist half 


2nd half 


Harrington 





Lew Pollock 


“*h’dor Buster West 


(.0) 
Radio J K 


(2) 


Ge orge 


| (26) 


Marie | Rosette & Luttman 


Morris & Campbell | Bud Harris 


DAVENPORT 

Keith’s 
(2-5) 
Hilton & Garron 
Danny White 

2d half (6-8) 
Bob Nelson 
toy & Romero 
Boyle & Della 


Ist half 


Lewis Mack 


(26) 





Pop Cameron 
(2 LINCOLN 
~) Stuart (26) 
Co 
Co Ebony Follies 
MADISON 
Keith's 


Anger & Fair 
Owen McGivney 
Mystery Manor 


Lassiter Bros 


2nd half (30-1) 
Arthur Ward 


Coscia & Verdi 


Keith’s (2) 
| Dave Winnie 
|} Hutchins & Smith 
= 


Chester Fredericks 
E Stone 
MINNEAPOLIS 


e & B} Olsen & Johnson 


| 
| Hilton & Garron 
' 


| Lita Grey Chaplin 
| Devito & Denny 
NASHVILLE 
Keith's (2) 
Co Lewis & Ames 
|} Sybilla Bowhan 
| 
| 


Maxon & Wood 





Ray Huling Ruiz & Bonita 


Sunkist Nelson (26) 
Royal Uyenos 3 Orantos 

(26) Masters & Grayce 
Van Cello & Mary Don Zelaya 
Billy Farrell Co Living Jewelry 
Yorke & Johnson TORONTO 


Chas Ahearn Hippodrome (2) 
SAN FRANCISCO | Meyers Lubow & R 


& 
Golden Gate (2) Ashley Paige 

Mangean Girls Allen & Hoover 
Fred Keating Maurice Colleano 


Adelaide Hall Jordan & Woods 





Howard Fine & H (26) 
a ; (26) Harris 2 & Loretta 
Bob Stickney Joe Wong 
Maker & Redford Art Henry Co 
| Singer's Midgets Trini Co 
SAN FRANCISCO | yfilis K & M 
Orpheum (26) TRENTON 


irste 


SCHENECTADY 


Keith's 











Keith's (8) Aus \"\ 
ist alt 2-5) | Howa ' 
Rob Albright Co i} Ann Jud & Z 
| Sammy Watkins Co] She 
2nd half (6-8) | K ey Me é 
pton Sidare Co | oa } § 
Abbott & Robey } Brooks & W r 
Emmy's Pets | Bobby M 
-nd half (30-1) Dean J« 
Chevalier Bros 2d half (3¢ 
Ja on & Gardner ]| Erline Sis 
Nell O'Day & A Williams & Cry¢ 
Bert Walton Ray Shannon Co 
SEATTLE taymond Wilbert 
Keith's (2) Russian Revels 
> Avalons TROY 
| Hal Neiman Keith’s 
Donatella Bros Co Ist half (2-5) 
Barry & Whitlege Chevalier Bros 
HARRY SAVOY 
Care of LEDDY & SMITH 
6) {Jackson & G 
happ) & Cat r Nell O'] & A 
| Krugel & Robles Bert W on 
Frank Libuse i §) 
Ri & Bonita Gri ¢ Bart 
Hilton Siamese 2 Bob A ght Cc 
SIOUX CITY Sammy Watkir ( 
Keith's 2d half (30-1) 
l half (2-5) Williams & Roger 
Gloria Lee & H 2 Don Galvin 
SOUTH BEND Sammy Cohen 
Keith's Yong Kam Tr 


Ist half (2-6) 


Arthur Ward WASHINGTON 


Harrington Sis Keith’s (5) 

Coscia & Verdi Seiler & Wills 

Lido Ladies King Bros & Cully } 
SPRINGFIELD Harry F'’st'r Welch | 


Keith's Roxy's Gang 


Ist half (2-5 Mills & Robinson 
Swan, Lucille & C] Johnny Dove Co 
A 


Booked Solid for RKO 


Oir.: Wm. 


Diamond, james Plunkett 





2a half 


Swan Iacille & C | Seed Q Austin 
Fisher & Gilmore Jimmy Burchill 


Ada grown 


Toto 


DALLAS 


Chas Carrer 


Geraldine & Joe Pop Cameron 

Irene Vermillion (2 

Jack McLallen Earl Lindsay Rev 
(26) Sid Marion 

Larimer & Hudson Bertolino 


Anita Case 


Brems Fitz & M NEWARK 
Ledova Keith’s 
DENVER Bert Nagle Co 
Keith’s (2) Al Abbott 


Van Cello 


Billy Farrell Co Charley Chase 
Yorke & Johnson The Corellis 
Chas Ahearn (26) 


(26) 
Atlas LaMarr 


DES MOINES Sully & Houghton 
Keith’s OAKLAND 


ist half (2-5) 
Bob Nelson 


toy & Romero 
2a half (6-8) 


Bertalino 


Hilton & Garron 
Danny White Co 


30-1) Oddie McWinters 


Lya Wolff 


Mary Ben Blue 


Fifi D’Orsay 


2a half (30-1) (26) 


Lassiter Bros 
Hartman |5 Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 


Hibbitt & 
Dodge Sis 


Yoki Japs 





NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (2) 
Robinson & De Witt 
Keith’s (2) Clyde Hager 
Ferry Corwey 


The Kitayvamas 
Delivery Boys 

Weaver Bros & E | Rhea & Santora 
Home Folks 


Keith’s (2) 
Bob Stickney 
Boyle & Della Maker & Redford 
Singer's Midgets 


Keith's (2) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 





JACK SIDNEY > 


In F. & M. 
Dir., CARGILL 


HEADLINED 


“Manhattan Idea” 
and DOBSON 





DETROIT Marcella’s Dancers 


Dewntown PATERSON 


Ist half (2-5) Keith's 
Betty Jane Cooper Ist half ( 

2a half (6-8) Williams & 
Swan Lucille & C tay Shannon 
Ada Brown Russian Revels 

2d half (30-1) 2d half (6- 
Geo McKay Co Korey Mooney & N 
Marie DeComa Howard Anderson 
INDIANAPOLIS Queenie Smith 

Lyric (2) Hal Sherman 

Maxon & Wood 2d half (30-1) 
Victor MclLaglen Lois Torres 


Raymond Baird 
Seed & Austin 


Ken Murray 


Jimmy Burchill Co} Mary Brian 


(26) 
H'b't G'r'ldine & V 


Gresham & 
Betty Jane 





Mary Ann Jackson (26) 


Lander Bros 
Lew Pollock 
KANSAS CITY 


Keith's 


Keith's (2) 3 Orantos 


Yoki Japs 


Hloney Boys 
Wills & Davis | Living Jewels 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith's (2) 
The Andress 
Don Humbert 


Marcella’s 


426) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldi 
Emil RBoreo 


Billy Wells 


Hillstreet 
Fort’ne'lo & C’ 
Hiope Vernon 


Marty May 


Dancer 


(2) 


Don Zelaya 


e 


Joe 


—& 4 F | lewis & Moo 
LOS ANGELES | Peivo Bros 


Pepito 


da Brown (26) 
Gresham & Blake Homer Romaine 


rote 


) Brooks & Wynne 
ST. LOUIS Hunter & Percival 
Keith’s (1) Jack Whiting Co 
rystal 3 Weist & Stanton 
Bernard & Henry ee 
Will Aubrey YONKERS 
Carol & Stuart Proctor’s 
Stewart & Lash Co Ist half (2-5) 
(25) Sherman & Martino 
Jack Randall Co 4 Hiltons 
Raymond Baird Bobby May 
Edgar Bergen Co (One to fill) 
Violet Carleson 2d half (6-8) 
Joe Laurie Jr Co Warren & Inman 
ST. PAUL Carrie & Eddie 
Keith's (2) JI & K Lee 





Rosette & Lauttman! Alex Morrison 





Now with Osear Leraine, Interpreting for the 


Gentiles at Low Holtz’s Show. 
Week April 2, Hippodreme, Baltimore, Md. 








Bud Harris 2d half (30-1) 


Lita Grey Chaplin Enoz Frazere 
Devito & Denny Lorraine & Digby 
(26) Irene Rich Co 

Gloria Lee & H 2 Leaming & West 

Vietor Oliver Allan Mann Coa 

Nan Halperin YOUNGSTOWN 

Cass, Mack & O Keith's 
SYRACUSE Ist half (2-5) 
Keith’s (2) Zelda Bros 

Willie West & M Collette & Lyons 

June Carr Mitzi Green 

Nick Lucas Gracella & Th'dore 

(26) 2d half (6-8) 

4 Freshmen 3 Lordens 

Reems, Rio & K Donovan Sis & B 

Larry Ries Rev Britt Wood 
TACOMA Y’gst’rs of Y’st’rd'y 
Keith's (2) 2a half (30-1) 

Chappelle & Carlt'n| 4 Ortons 

Krugel & Robles Peter Higgins 

Frank Wibuse Bob Hope Co 














NEW YORK CITY, Chris Chariton 


Capitol (1) 4 Carlton Bros 
Dolores-Eddy & D' (One to fill) 
Slate Bros 2nd half (6-8) 
Phelps 2 Dave Barnum Co 
Block & Sully Foster & Van 

Boulevard Chaney & Fox Co 

Ist half (2-5) (Two to fill) 
M O'‘Dougherty Co Metropolitan (2) 





Maxine Lewis Co 


PHILADELPHIA 
Keith's (2) 
Blake Withers Opry 
Cooper | Sid Paige 
Mose’s Midgets 
Co | PORTLAND 
(2) 


Masters & Gr 














ROBINSON& DeWITT 


Now on RKO Intact 





Robinson & De Witt 


(2¢ i lienr r 
| 4 Casting Stars | Frank =wanee 
Ch Melson Sidney Paige 
Teck Murdock | ROCHESTER 
leo, Ls I, & I, j Keith’s (2) 
LOS ANGELES [4 Fr: men 
Orpheum (2) | Reen Rio & 
Duke FEllinet Pd |} Larry I Ire 
LITTLE ROCK | (26) 
Pulaski (2) | $ Trredwins 
Larimer & Hud | Madeline Patrice 
Anita Case | Harry J Conley 
rems Fitz M Pear & Velie 
edova |} SALT LAKE CITS 
-t) 


Deno & Ro 


Plaza (2) 
hel 


RYAN and NOBLETTE . 


Next Season—New Act 
By AL BOASBERG 








Jimmy Lyons G D'Ormonde Co 
Bryant-Rains & Y’ Mack-Harold & B’ 
(Two to fill) Street Singer 
2nd half (6-8) Ed Lambert Co 
M’roe & Adams Sis} Vanessi Co 
I Greenwald Co Pitkin 
Da Vine Ist half (2 ) 
Rae Davis Co D & E Barstow 
(One to filly Benny Rubin 
Orpheum (Two to filly 
< alf (2 ) 2na haif (6-8) 
era Bros M O'’Dougherty (Co 
1) Vine Happ) pit 
(Three to fill) Benny Rubin 
2nd half (€-8) Valfy-Pastine & K 
Peg Bates One to fill) 
Summers & Hunt Valencia (1) 
| P Smmerton Orch Jimmy Savo 
Two to fill) Peg Bates 
Paradise (1) Vanderbilt FPoys 
rl @razy’ ASTORIA 
State (2) rriboro 
Iz ne lewis Co Ist halt 2 
Freda & Palace Chane & Fox Co 
a - ‘a , & tant 
E alston Co WosBereman Co 
' f One 11) 
BROOKLYN 2nd alf (€-8) 
tay Ridge mith-Rogers & E 
. nlf (2-8) Gu am 
Enetren Theodore-E’ca & 
} fo T a ‘ ‘ 
Ce BALTIMORE 
) Century 2) 
¢ (€-8 Candre Bere 
- ‘omnegee Loval'’s log 
ex McLeod Terre & ¥ X 
Rirr & Mave BOSTON 
Gilbert & Silver Orpheum (2) 
be e-M'calfe, F OConr Far 
(ater Ave. Frar Ardell ¢ 
Ist half (2-5) cott San 
Rubio S‘e Count Bernis 
Birnes & Kaye (One to @!) 








Picture Theatres 
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PROVIDENCE 

















ROCHESTER 


~ WASHINGTON 





IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS 


PHILADELPHIA 


JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 











WARNER 








PITTSBURGH 








CHRISTENSEN BROS. 


“Peers of the Dance’’ 











7] 
Loew \ 


Kenney's (26) 




















A & S LaMonte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 

BOSTON 

Metropolitan (2) 
‘Tintypes’ 
Presslar & Klaiss 
Christy & Nataro 





m™ 
NEW YORK CITY DALLAS 
Academy Palace (2) 

Ist half (2-5) About Towr I 
Nursery Rhymes’ I r& A Waldman 
Cor Patricola Max A ‘ 

u Sis Ben Db a 
Sk e's Co } Paul Olsen 
Novelty Clinton i Joe Pasco 
Barbarina Co } Sur st Ens 
Sunkist Ens DETROIT 
Audubon Fox (2) 
} } ad f e) T } ‘ 
’ R nur Pe 
ola Na & | 
? ‘ n FORT WORTH 
‘ Worth 
Sur st Ens °“nd half (6-8) 
BROOKLYN All at Sea’ I 
Fox (2) n Ba 
3 ; . g- mon 
Ve & M iY \ 
s I Mi I 
la Cor sur st Er 
|} Vina Zol HARTFORD 
Sur st Ens Capttol (2) 
ATLANTA ‘Aloha’ I 
Fox (2) Ryan & Noblette 
‘Mor artr I Briants 
Ann ( lee ' Gordon's Dogs 
of RHYTHM 
That Defies Duplication 
JACK POWELL 
Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 
‘ew er 
. & TD Ra'ne 
& HOLLYWOOD 
KR Pantages (31) 
deVal Ens JERSEY CITY 
BILLINGS Stanley (2) 
Pox Plazi ] 
nd ilf ( ) at Gé 

Star Night’ I 1 & Pals 
he ( pson ( i 
Re Bradley Ske & |} 

; st Savage N } I 
Da he Lucinda & } co 
Anna ({ nz E & R I uo 
Consuelo Gor les A Palafox 
Lillian Price Este 
Paul Jones Spanish Ens 
Julian Hall LOS ANGELES 
Earl, Judy & Ch’ Loew's State (2) 
BIRMINGHAM ‘Town & Country’ | 
Alabama (2) Brox Sis 
‘Cozy Corner’ | Bert Levy 
Ruth Roland Novak & Fay <=, 


Mildred Perlee 

Craft & MacAuley 

Sunkist Ens 

LOUISVILLE 

Rialto (2) 

Swiss Movements’ 

Lucky Boys 

B 


ly Dooley 





TOILETRIES 





Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
SHOP, 160 West 46th St., New York 


Try My Essential Oil Cream—$1.75 





Aaron Sis 
Harry Moore 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
BRIDGEPORT 
Fox Poll (2) 
‘Co-Eds’ I 
Russe & Case 
Hl Dyer Co 
Griffith & Weston 
Robbins 3 
Doyle 4 
Jack Frost 
Lois & Tudy 
Accordion 6 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (2) 
‘Stitch in Time’ I 
Earl La Vere 
Tom McAuliffe 
5 De Gardos 
Freda Sullivan 
Torney Ens 
BUTTE 
Fox 
Ist half (31-3) 
‘Star Night’ I 
Betty Compson 
Roy Bradley 
Steve Savage 








Frances Lee 
Wilfrid Du Bois 
Bert Prival 
Jos Pope Jones 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWALKERFR 
Wisconsin (2) 
‘Reflections’ I 
A tobins 
Marietta 
Grauman, H's & ¥° 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Ens 
Chalmers Ballet 
MOBILE 
Saenger (2) 
‘Stars of Y't'y’ I 
Eva Tanguay 
Corinne 
Hank Brett 
Bert Jordan 
Hi Tom Vard 
T Kelly 
Rice & Cady 
Cho Cho 
Freddie Ford 
Harrison Co 
Alexander & Ev'lys 
NEWARK 
Branford (2) 
‘Greetings’ I 
Del Chain 








WASHINGTON 











SMILIN’ THRU 


on the Loew Circuit 


SID WHITE 
Placed by 


LEDDY & SMITH 











WATERBURY 


| Raye El 





DR. JULI 
1560 Broadway 
This Wk.: Clark & Verdi, Kendall Capps 





WILMINGTON 


PHILADELPHIA 


Danny Beck 
Anna Chang 


| Consuelo Gonzales 


Julian Hall 

Earl Judy & 
CHICAGO 
Chieago (1) 

e pon Time 





Keith Wilke 
1) & HE Blossom 
Franklin Record 
ur et Ens 
Paradise (1) 


erry Sie 


mn Gir 
Tivoli (1) 
‘A seus 1" ; 


” 
> tor 
. ; 
A , 31 
! 
‘ ni R 
Fr 
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& Ch'in 


Lamberti 

J & H Griffith 

Buster & Brown 

Dorothy Thieme 

Collenette Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (2 

Parse ls’ J 


& Fr ne 
‘ uf 

Mauss 
Migr y 
Bos mbe 
naries KRarnes 


inkist Eins 
NEW ORLEANS “© 


State (2) 
rr ' 


if | nstre)js’ 
' . M : 
Bruce Ter 
Harry ¥ en, 
Rs I 
Via 
E ‘ ‘ 
OAKLAND 
Paramount (350 
i n J I 
I ” 
‘ y 
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Fox 2) 
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Tuesday, March 29, 1932 
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BAT A GREEN LIGHT — 
debirc-ag: | ARGO EXPRESS : 
; sie R und the Squa e 
By Joe Laurie, Jr. O . 
By JACK PULASKI 
li 1 back We ! In a slugging match that lost lite ete 
Hello! Don’t you remember me?]| gasoline up and back, e have ° a , i ‘ 

Esco by’ the wey qou're leokiig| dinner at bis mothers hous, °™ of its furious pace throughout, the] While wage cuts and reductions in personnel on estates owned by the 
at me you don’t. I'm Ethel Blotz.|crazy about his mother. She's a Farge Express, Billy Petrolle,| wealthy have been widespread, but with little publicity, Col. R. Parmalee 
of the Blotz sisters, we played with | fine woman and very refined. <At/stowed away another k.o. win, the Prentice, son-in-law of John D. Rockefeller, went contrary to custom 
vou on the bill in Dubuque about | first we didn’t get along so well they} gent with the sturdy Bat Battalino by announcing that all of the 135 persons employed on his Spacious 
ci ce ao "ah \oneht | don’ ersté show people, but ; Mount Hope estate, near Williamstown, Mass., as eal ; ‘ 
six ars ago. Yeh. I thougi lon’t und retand h w pe »P é ‘lof Hartford being stopped in the] _. amg ; +t adored ous 
you'd remember me. Remember we | now that she’s moved from our om ; saiary Siasn. 
all used to go to the speakeasy | house we get along fine. And I be-| 12th and final round. Bat was actu- Increased state and federal taxes made the move necessary, Prentice 
round the corner and get that good | long to the T. P. A.’s...that’s the/ ally out on his feet, a spectacle that | said. : 


gin and the leader of the hovse used 

to go with us. Yeh. I though you'd | 
remember. Yeh, I did get a little 

stout. Home cooking does that. 


I always look in the papers to see 
who is at the theatre and when } 
saw you're name I said to myself 
I'll have to run in and see you for 
old time’s sake. Oh, I’ve been out oi 
the business five years now. I'm 
just as well satisfied too. I never 
get a hankerin’ to go back at all. 
I had enough of it. I’m an old mar- 
ried woman now. Yeh, I married 
a business man, When me and my 


sister played here. he got kinda 
stuck on me and followed me to 
the next town and asked me to 
marry him. Well we didn’t have 


anything booked and the season was 
terrible and I always wanted to get 
out of the business so I figured I 
may as well marry him. He is a 
dandy man and we get along great 
together. 

M; sister is still in the business. 
She’s with a tab show. She ain't 
been doing much, She writes me 
all the time that I did the wise 
thing. My hubby has a nice radio 
business here in town. We have a 
nice little home and I always was 
crazy to have a home of my won 
and cook. I don’t have a girl and 
I do all the work myself. 

After all the dumps I’ve lived in 
I'm tickled to death to do all my 
own housework, ard anyway you 
ain't get girls today that you don’t 
have to watch all the time. We ain't 
rich but we live very comfortable. 
I'd love to have you out to the house 
and have you taste a real home 
cooked meal, but I have to help 
Popsy out at the store—I call him 
Popsy—he is a lot older than I 
am, but a lovely man. Things 
haven't been going so good in his 
business so he had to let a sales- 
man go and I come in ard act as 
cashier and salesgirl when he is 
eaied out to fix some machine. 
With all the training I got in show 
business talking to managers and 
orchestra leaders I know how to 
handle people. We're eating down 
town most of the time now or else 
I would have loved to had you out 
to the house. 


Never Go Back 


No, I never get a hankerin’ to 
go back on the stage. Honest. 
This is about the second time I’ve 
been back stage since I’m out of 
the business. It seems all the acts 
I used to know never come through 
here at all. This ain’t a bad town 
when you get to know everybody. 
We have lovely neighbors, Mr. and 
Mrs. Robinson. They live next door 
to us and we're in each others’ 
houses all the time. She’s an aw- 
ful good scout, she used to be a 
manicure and hair dresser in Cedar 
Rapids and he has a fine job as 
head bookkeeper with Ends & Ends. 
the big furniture people here in 
town. They're great sports. Love 
their beer, so does Popsy, my hus- 
band. We make home brew, the 
best beer you ever tasted, even bet- 
ter than what you got before pro- 
hibition. 

You see Mrs. Robinson's father 
used to be a watchman in a brewery 
und so she knows all about how to 
make the real thing. We had a 
bunch of stuff in the basement but 
we had a bridge party last week and 
thev drank it all up, or else I would 


have brought you down some, Too 
bad you're not here next week 
, 

cause I would have had a new 


batch made by then. 

Isn't that funny you're the second 
one that asked me that. It’s the 
dress. We have no kids. Popsy and 
I are crazy about kids, but I figured 
Business isn’t so very good now, and 
with the depression *neverything, 
there's no use havin’ any right now. 
Anyway I had an operation a few 
years ago and the doctor told me 
that I better not have any for 
awhile. I have a heautiful peke. 
Honest, she’s just like a child: un- 
derstands everything we say. I al- 
Ways have her with me but Mrs. 
Robinson likes her so much I let her 
take care of it while I'm in the 
store. 

We're never lonesome. Sometimes 
we drive to the city and see a couple 
of shows. Pop’s brother is in the 


show business, that is he is an usher | 


in the Publix house there and lh 
geis us in. All it costs us is the 
- 


women’s circle of Pops’s lodge and 
when they give entertainments I do 


'a turn for them. 


I put on a little weight but I still 
can dance and my voice is better 
than ever, they all think I’m the 
greatest actress in the world in this 
town. Sometimes when I hear the 
applause I would kinda like to go 
back in the business, but you can’t 
pay me to doit. I like my home too 
much. I thought of opening a 
school of dancing here and help out 
Popsy until his business gets good, 
but he don't want me to work. Of 
course, all I’a@ make would be mine, 
I could clothe myself and pay for 
a lot of little things with the money, 
but it’s an awful lot of work and 
you gotta get a good location. 

But Just For a Change 

Well I guess you're going on ina 
little while so I won’t bother you 
any more. I know how it is when 
anyone is in the dressing room be- 
fore show time. Anyway Popsy is 
waiting for me. I’m awful sorry I 
couldn’t get you to see the house. 
3ut next time you play here we'll 
arrange a nice party for you. I 
want you to meet the Robinsons, 
they’re so jolly you'll have a million 
laughs with them. She tells some 
of the greatest stories I ever heard, 
just between us married folks of 
course; I don’t know where she gets 
them all.: And her hubby does card 
tricks better than the magicians I 
used to work with. I'll look for your 
route in ‘Variety,’ yeh I get it every 
week, to kinda keep in touch with 
things. If you could only let me 
know a few weeks in advance when 
you're going to play here I could 
have everything set and you can live 
out to the house with us. We got 
plenty of room. 

Well I’m awfully glad to have 
seen you again. You better take 
down my address, you may run 
across someone that might want a 
woman of my type to sing or dance 
or to be a stooge. I’d just like to 
do it for the devilment of the thing, 
I know Pops would raise hell but 
he’s a great scout and lets me do 
almost everything I want to...and 
it would be a little change, just for 
a few months, I don’t want any- 
thing steady ’cause I like my home 
too much. Yeh, Well good-bye and 
good-luck. 





Paris’ Vanity 


(Continued from page 1) 


chamber immediately after the 
showmen got together with Tar- 
dieu on the terms which calls for a 
5% cut in Paris legit taxes and a 3% 
cut in legit taxes on the road. Bill 
also provides a special appropria- 
tion of $480,000 to be divided among 
picture producers for relief pur- 
poses. 

Also Tardieu promised the show 
folks to get further relief from the 
chamber in due time. 

Coming elections are largely re- 
sponsible for the government’s 
frantic attempts to avoid a theatre 
strike, Pictures and legit are stick- 
ing together and not accepting sep- 
arate sop. 





Refuse to Prosecute 


New Orleans, March 28. 

“Jnited States Commissioner Car- 
ter and District Attorney Talbot 
have refused to prosecute the diners 
hailed into court when the Club 
Foresi and Suburban Gardens were 
raiacec by prohibition azonts last 
week. 

Charges against the two wxight 
clubs have not been made and it 
appears the entire matter will be 
dropped. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Nat Brusiloff, son, 
March 22, in New York. Father is 
the radio musical conductor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Mineo, 
Buffalo. Mineo is pianist 
Shea's Buffalo orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Arnow, 
girl, March 26, in New York. Father 
film talent booker for Warner 
| Bres. in the east. 


son, in 
in the 





| is 


made the event sensational. Odds 


favored Billy a bit better than 7 to 
5, with Bat- 
talino’s chances and for no reason 
discounting Petrolle’s prowess. 

The Garden was well filled des- 
pite the panning some papers gave 
the matter of raising the ante to 
eight bucks top. Only solid empty 
rows were noticed in the $2 and $3 
top loft. Fight had been postponed 
for two weeks because Petrolle had 
a sore neck—so they said. 


Fast Start 


At the bell Petrolle started wing- 
ing with both hands. Bat came in 
with mits shielding his face, but 
the Express ripped in and by the 
third round the bridge of Bat’s nose 
was badly cut. His face was scar- 
let and remained that way for the 
balance of the bout. Billy was later 
cut around the eye-brows but 
seemed to take Bat’s blows non- 
chalantly. Outstanding fact about 
the scrap up to that fatal 12th was 
that both boys took plenty. 

In the third and fourth rounds 
Battalino showed best and the gang 
that came down in a special train 
had hopes of a clean-up. Through- 
out both boys socked with either 
hand tirelessly, Bat always boring 
in. He had to take Petrolle’s past- 
ing in order to deliver his own 
wares. Although Bat was generally 
oncoming most of the leading came 
from Billy. Petrolle probably outhit 
Battalino four to one. 

In the seventh round Petrolle 
reached the pit of Bat’s stomach 
with that lethal right. The kid was 
hurt. That same smash in the 12th 
was Bat’s undoing. He was pum- 
meled about the ring and when his 
arms dropped, Gunboat Smith, the 
referee, stepped in. Bat did not go 


many insiders liking 


down, but he surely would have 
been knocked cold as he_ stood 
leaning on the ropes. Smith was 


right in stopping it, for when Bat 
left his corner several minutes later 
after being treated by his seconds 
he was still wobbly. 

Petrolled draped his Indian blan- 
ket around his shoulders, walked 
leisurely over to the microphone and 
told the air kibbitzers something. 
His manager, Jack Hurley, also 
spoke, asking that letters be sent 
Jimmy Johnston at the Garden to 
the effect that Billy earned the next 
crack at the lightweight title with 
Tony Canzoneri. That goes for the 
welter championship, too. The Ex- 
press should take either contest. He 
déserves both. 


2 Rounds Too Long 


Battalino erred in making the 
match for 12 rounds. Usually he is 
at his best in the later stages of a 
bout and he figured the longer dis- 
tance would tire Billy. But he 
found out he was up against the 
iron man of the ring. At 10 rounds 
Bat would have escaped the k.o. 
mark against his record. Looks im- 
possible for any little man to take 
Petrolle’s socks indefinitely; cer- 
tainly not the brand he has been 
heaving for the past year. That 
takes.in the McLarnin, if he fights 
instead of pecking away at Billy, as 
he did when they last met. The 
Petrolle-Battalino match is rated 
among the most exciting fights in 
the history of the Garden. The 
crowd mentally spent when it was 
over, there was little kick to the 
semi-final, a good enough welter 
battle in which Ralph Lenny out- 
pointed Jay Macadon. Both are 
Jersey guys. 

Bat’s schnozzle is the sorest in 
the world and among the flattest. 
Billy gave him credit with being 
one of the gamest of fighters in his 
radio bit. Air report of the match 
indicated that Bat was on the long 
end in the point score, but no one 
but Bat knows how many socks to 
the chin he had to take to land on 
Petrolle’s map. 

Berg vs. Fuller 

This Friday (1) another draw is 
indicated with Jackie Kid Berg and 
Sammy Fuller the new lightweight 
socker making up the star bout. The 
boys are wondering whether Berg 
can take it from the reugh Boston 
kid, who surprised the fans two 
weeks ago by knocking Billy Wal- 
lace cold. In any event Jackie 
should be careful. The circus opens 
in the Garden on April 8 and the 
will be out for a time. 
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what it lost in prestige by 


OF of 


government exacts a 25% 


cents and the state 25 cents. 


there also burned. 
smoking dicks cannot interfere. 


Originally the 25% 


cents over the b. o. 


higher than 75 


George M. Cohan, George Jessel, 


club affairs. 








Another Squawk Against Garden 
Questionable if Madison Square Garden obtained in acded re 
raising 
Battalino match from $5.74 to $8, both prices including tax. 


venue 
Petrolle.« 
Since the 


the top price for the 


on boxing tickets priced at $5 or more and the 
state (New York) gets 5% straight, it didn’t work out just right. 
lished (b. 0.) price on the $5.74 ticket is $4.99, the federal tax being 50 
In raising the tickets to $8, the established 
price was $6.15, the federal tax $1.54, with 31 cents to the state, 
Garden thus got $1.16 per ticket additional by the boost, while the goy. 
ernment’s share was three times more than on the $5.74 tickets ($1.54), 

Mezzanine top of $3 which carried a state tax of 15 cents (no federal 
tax up to that price) was lifted to $4.60 and the fans who like to sit 
That portion of the arena is favored because the no- 


Estab- 


The 


on fight tickets came as a result of congressional 
peeve. The high impost is said to be out in the new revenue act, along 
with the 50% thing on theatre tickets which agencies sell at a premium 


Friars’ Unveiling 

An innovation in the Friars monastery was the ‘unveiling’ of cartoons 
in color of a dozen prominents in the club, the drawings being spotted 
in the panels of the Monastery hall. 
I. i. 
Morris, Sr., Harry Hershfield, William Degen Weinberger, Fred Block, 
Penny Piermont and Eddie Bruns, Sr. 
Dean Dietrich drew the cartoons, latter subject to change at subsequent 


Those depicted James J. Walker, 
Herk, Bobby Clark, William 


S. Jay Kaufman was Frolicker, 





The Ghosts of Bryant Hall 





(Continued from page 1) 
dingy rehearsal halls, was dusted 
off and thus transformed into a 
nationally publicized exploitation 
stunt. The modern audition is a 
swank affair dedicated to a three- 
fold purpose. 

Talent uncovered at the new- 
style try-out is pure velvet. The 
competition serves primarily as a 
spectacular means of attracting at- 
tention to the local personal ap- 
pearance of a radio star and of 
plugging the nationally advertised 
product that sponsors his air pro- 
grams. 

The Old Tradition 


In the old days an agent or pro- 
ducer hired a hall—the dingier, the 
truer to tradition. He had nothing 
to gain but discovery of talent. 
Aspiring actors, directing silent and 
anxious inquiry toward their 
judges, went through their routines. 
If they were acceptable, they were 
booked. If not, they hopped around 
to another audition. 

Those ghosts of Bryant Hall, 
familiar with the dust, the scamp- 
ering mice and the shuffling ineffi- 
ciency of the old fashioned try-out, 
must have thrown up their hands 
in amazement could they have 
hopped over to NBC’s studio for the 
initial N. Y. try-out of the ‘Youth 
Contest. 

Talent never was so coddled at 
Bryant Hall. Nor did old-time au- 
ditioneers ever display the 
strangey assorted unprofessional- 
ism of the microphone-struck lads 
and lassies who battered at the 
gates of NBC. 

All 800 contestants were cere- 
moniously directed to the roof stu- 
dio, each one confident of winning 
first place and the privilege of ap- 
pearing for one broadcast with the 
Paul Whiteman Pontiac Chieftains. 


Congressional Influence 


Some brought letters of recom- 
mendation from their Congressman, 
others from the parish priest. Still 
others brought testimonials pro- 
claiming them the life of the last 
suburban party. Choir singers, par- 
lor entertainers, drug store tenors, 
hefty sopranos and all manner of 
aspiring but unsuitable stage tal- 
ent, received numbers _ entitling 
them to enter the radio prelimin- 
aries. Two hundred late-comers 
had to be turned away by the uni- 
formed staff whose polite, un-agent- 


like deportment would absolutely 
mawtify the ghosties of Bryant 
Hall. 


From 8 in the morning until 1:30, 
the contestants filed before the 
mike, summoned by impersonally 
called numbers, comforted by an ac- 
companist capable of reading at 


sight anything from ‘Nearer My 
God to Thee’ (requested twice) 
to the ‘Mad Scene From Lucia.’ 


Some froze with horror confronted 
by the all-listening mike and a ter- 





rifying vision of the judges seques- 





tered in the control room. 
stalked to the mike 
confidence in their little parlor 
tricks. Some were arrayed in 
character costumes hoping to im- 
press ihe judge if not the micro- 
phone. The costumes of others 
were unintentional bits of exquisite 
low comedy. But the mike, a well- 
vred Robot, preserved the dead pan 
of an ideal Sirovich critic, 

By Friday of last week, the num- 
ber of contestants had been reduced 
to 50, the accompanist was punch 
drunk from having played ‘All of 
Me’ 640 times, and the usually 
jocund Paul was morose over nue 
merous vocal descriptions of Danny 
Deever’s matutinal hanging. But by 
the end of that session the weekly 
contest had found a winner, a lad 
from the South with plenty of hot 
stuff in his brisk, camp-shoutin’ 
voice. The audition had justified 
itself with the discovery of one bit 
of definitely individual talent—no 
small consideration, in these stan- 
dardized days. 


4,200 Aspirants 

Since the _ series of contests 
started, at the inception of his 
vaudeville tour, Paul Whiteman has 
listened to 4,200 hopefuls. The ma- 
jority of these aspirants secured 
their entrance blanks from the local 
theatres over which the orchestra 
was routed, making a neat personale 
appearance tie-up. 

In spite of its important advere 
tising aspect, the contest has ree 
sulted in jobs for five of its nine 
winners. Aside from the New York 
winner—whom Whiteman is adding 
to his King’s Jesters—a mid-west- 
ern boy displayed big-time quali- 
ficati ns and is with the Whiteman 
act at the Palace. Two St, Louis 
boys, another from Chicago and @ 
girl from Boston have stepped into 
commercial radio jobs as a result of 
their mike-struck optimism. 

And the Jazz King, who sponsored 
the ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ helped de- 
velop Ferde Grofe, discovered 
Downey, Crosby and a host of oth- 
ers, is painstakingly combing the 
country in search of bigger and bet- 
ter talent. 


MARRIAGES 


Bernard Downs, Paramount staff, 
in Montgomery, Ala., and Catherine 
Jewell Braxton (non pro) were mar- 
raied March 20 in that city. 

Ivy Shilling, Australian dancer, 
to John E. Ryan, Harley street med- 
ical specialist, London, March 16. 

Jane Alden to Robert S. Joseffy: 
Marriage occurred secretly about 
two years ago and just revealed. 
Bride is a showgirl. 

Bernard F. Linden 
Marie Murphy, Reno, Nev. 
is federal radio supervisor in San 
Francisco district. 

Ben B. Greber to Rose Litman, in 
Philadelphia. Groom is manager for 
WB in Reading, Pa. 
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“Tm Telling You” 


By Jack Osterman 





I HOPE YOU LIKE IT. (By spe- 
cial permission of the copyright 
owner, Ben Bernie). 


Bon Voyage 
A wealthy playboy left England 
To avoid the law his 


by request. 
influential family poured him on the 
boat. According to Al Woods, it 
was the roughest voyage he had 
ever made. 

The playboy parked himself at 
the bar and never left it during 
the entire trip. Meantime the boat 
gave every evidence that it couldn't 
take it. Nearing New York he who 
liked his grog was led to his suite 
which he had never seen. Due to 
the terrific storm he found the mir- 
rors broken, his articles strewn all 
over the floor, chairs smashed, etc. 
Still half tight, he rushed to the 
purser crying, ‘I’m sorry, and what- 


ever it costs to fix up the cabin 
Jill take care of it!’ 
Attention 


I read about the medal President 
Hoover promised to give Vallee for 
a song that would off-set the de- 
pression. I haven’t the number fin- 
ished but its title will be, ‘Prosper- 
ity is just around the crooner.’ 


A Coward Speaks 
Noel Coward was invited to <% 
dinner party and was seated next to 
Lady Diana Manners whom he had 
just met. During the evening she 
looked at him and said, ‘Your 
name’s familiar. Let me see. Cow- 


~ 


ard. Oh, yes. “Private Lives,” not 
so funny.’ Noel looked at her and 
replied, ‘Manners. Manners? Oh, 


the virgin in “The Miracle,” very, 
very funny!’ 
A Novelty 

On St. Patrick’s Day George S&S. 
Kaufman had an engagement some- 
where on Madison avenue. Upon 
reaching Fifth avenue, and being 
in a hurry, he decided to join the 
march for seven blocks and then 
cut east. 

His semi-Durante profile caused 
such a sensation, he says the board 
of directors have made him an offer 
to parade next season. 





Paleeze! 


Jay Brennan was telling about a 
terrific fight his ex-partner, Stanley 
(female impersonator) Rogers got 
into one night. His lip was badly 
eut and Jay begged to be excused. 
‘I can’t bear to see them sew you 
up,’ Jay said. To which Rogers 
murmured, ‘Sew? They'll have to 
embroider me.’ 


So This Is Hollywood 

Mary Pickford, in addressing in- 
mates on Welfare Island, stated 
that the life of a film star is very 
quiet. That Hollywood routine 
consists of watching previews and 
then back home to dance a while 
to the playing of the phonograph. 

What, no radio? 


The Caesar 


Irving Caesar was asked the oth- 
er day why he had stopped panning 
legit producers. ‘Id rather be work- 
ing than right,’ he answered. 


Easter Gift 
Jack Yellen presented Mrs. Bing 
Crosby with a great Dane. Croon- 
er was not overjoyed in having the 
big dog in his apartment until one 
night, when he came home, instead 
of the hound barking, it greeted 
Bing with a hoo—boo boohoo— 
booboo! 
Fair Enough 
They could just as well advei 
“Ask the Man Who Owes on One.’ 
Tough Break 
Jay C. Flippen was worried about 
keeping his money in a bank. Jack 
Haley Suggested that he should 
take it out and hide it in his hair. 
Jay followed his advice and now he 
€an't find the dough. 


Lise, 








Ostermania 
Asked Harry Richman if he were 
dressing with Holtz. He answered, 
‘No, but I hear everything he says.’ 
++»-The (Wally) Sullivan jaw opens 


to say that guys are now trying 
‘0 set in on bail....I'm suing H. 
Rose for that gag last week.... 


Found out that those large 
-Dangi fellows are 
Chevalier imitators .... 


lipped 


Someone 


+ 





Fight On to Clamp Lid 
On Reno Gaming Spots 








| 
} 
} 
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Reno, March 28, 
Mayor E. E. Roberts of Reno, | 
ultra-liberal, is preparing to lead | 


the fight against any attempts to 
repeal the Nevada gambling 
and close up the state’s great ready- 
money source. 

Opponents of the wide open spots 
in Reno are agitating a referendum 
at the general election next No- 
vember. Frank Williams, a mem- 
ber of the board of regents at the 
university and a hard-rock miner 
from Southern Nevada by vocation, 
will direct the anti-gambling cru- 
sade. He is being aided by C. L. 
Noble, member of the state legisla- 
ture from Fallon, a small town 60 





miles from Reno. He and Williams 
contend that instead of piling up 
|dough for Nevada, the gambling 


jracket is 
| 
} 


jreaping any benefit. 


costing the state 


and only half a dozen gamblers are 


money 


In reply to Williams Mayor Rob- 
erts retorted with the assertion that 
it is better to gamble in the open 
with the police looking on than to 
have gyp gambling joints operating 
under a graft system that corrupts 
everyone including city officials. 


-RENO’S $100 CUT-RATE 
LAWYERS PUT ON PAN 


Reno, March 28. 
Two Reno attorneys, names not 
officially revealed, were put on the 
Nevada State Bar As- 
after being severely 
razzed were told to take a six 
months’ vacation and repent. The 
two men mimeographed a flock of 
letters which they sent all over the 
country announcing that they were 
prepared, willing and anxious to 
get divorces for clients at $100 per 
shot. 

The letters rebounded from East- 
ern law films into the offices of the 
other Reno attorneys with sarcastic 
remarks. 

All of which caused the other 
lawyers, who were asking $250 and 
upward but taking anything they 
could get, to see red and demand 
redress asserting that the ethics of 
the profession were being violated 
by the two brothers in the faith. 

On promise that the suspension 
sentence would be reduced to three 
months the two lawyers agreed to 
write another flock of letters with- 
drawing the $100 offer and explai- 
ing that it was all a joke. 


Joe Cunningham, Ribber, 
Next on Spot at Friars 


Next event of the Saturday Nite 
30ys will be held in the grill of the 
Friars April 9 at midnight. Guest 
of honor will be Joe Cunningham, 
billed as the ‘ribber of ribbers.’ 
Cunningham is that Philly rival of 
Bugs Baer, though they claim to be 
pals. 

Jack Benny will be m.c. Com- 
mittee running the blast is Jay C. 
Flippen, Sid Piermont and Jules 
Howard. 


pan by the 


sociation and 





DALE-IRT SETTLE 


Fred Dale has settled with the 
I. R. T., New York subway system, 
for $200, in his suit for damages. 

Dale was injured when caught in 
one of the subway doors. 
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disappointed | pepular as 


Lucille LaVerne Sues 
Los Angeles, March 28. 
Lucille LaVerne is asking $20,000 


|damages from Lucy E. Jewett for 


being jostled out of condition for 
performing in an automobile smash 
last month. 

Miss LaVerne says she 
concussion, severe shock and many 
bruises when the car in which she 
was riding was forced against a 
pole by the Jewett sedan. Her 
physical damage is figured at $10,- 


000, her professional damage $8,000 | 


and her medical expenses at $2,000. 





took my overcoat in one of those 
quick eateries; they should adver- 
tise, ‘All You Can East and Wear 
for 60 cents....And remember, 


Broadway you're 


last good 


> 


that on 


noice 


your 


Are you reading? 


laws | 





Slant on Salesmen 





Amherst, Mase., March 28. 

A woman speaker at State 
College here gave a new slant 
to the old gag about the 
travelling salesman. 

She advised that good look- 
ing salesmen not be sent into 
rural homes to sell homemak- 
ers small equipment, which 
finds its way to attic or base- 
ment within a few weeks. } 














Flyers Strictly 


| 


On Ther Own at | 
Toronto Reunion’ 


Toronto, March 28. 


500 war time pilots} 


Approximately 


‘and observers of all nations are | 
expected to gather here April 2 for} 
a reunion that is unique in aviation | 


| 
| 


| gathering of friend and former 


la hotel and the roof garden to them- 


| 
| 





tained 
| the accident occurred March 


| while they were playing the the- 
atre. 
CREEPLESS WEEK 
Topeka, March 28. 
All dance floors in and around 


| Topeka were locked Holy Week. All 


suffered | 


| did 
|took advertising space to 


just as] 


attempt has 
such a| 
foe. | 
Only stipulation is that flyers must | 
have obtained their wings prior to | 
the Armistice. 

Flyers will have the top floor of 


history in that no 
hitherto been made for 





selves, these quarters to be segre- 
gated. There will be no speeches 
and politicians are out. Not even 
the Dominion’s premier or the 
mayor of the city will be invited. 
Gathering issesmply an attempt to 
recapture that spirit of cameraderie 
that existed in all flying units ir- 
respective of nationality. 

Any activity that might lead to 
racial feeling is being soft pedaled. 
This is really the reason for the 
edict of ‘no speeches’ and the ab- 
sence of flags in the banquet hall. 
The only toast of the evening will 
be to ‘Fallen Comrades.’ 

Flyers on the local reception com- 
mittee are not looking for publicity 
and ex-flyers, now newspapermen, 
are tortured between loyalty to the 
flying tradition and their natural 
instinct to shoot the story. 

Mess president at the banquet 
will be Capt. A. Roy Brown, Toronto 
flyer. 

Those attending will wear their 
uniforms—if they can get into 
them. 





GLASONS IN COURT 


Wife Asks Separate Maintenance 
Charging Cruelty 





Chicago, March 28. 
Charging extreme cruelty, Helen 
Glason has filed suit for separate 


maintenance here against Billy 
Glason, the comedian, They were 
married in November, 1923, and 


split Oct. 18, last, Mrs. Glason was 
previously married to another come- 
dian, William Dooley, of Dooley and 
Story. 

Besides the separation, Mrs. Gla- 
son is seeking an injunction to re- 
strain her husband from removing 
her gems from a safety deposit box. 
They have a six-year-old daughter. 





$1,250 in Fiddles 


Three Rhythm Girls have pre- 
sented a claim against Warners’ 
Garde, New London, Conn., for 
the two violins which they claim 
were broken, due to negligence on 
the part of a stage hand. The 
fiddles are valued at $750 and $500. 

Harold M. Goldblatt has been re- 
by the girls. They allege 


12, 


are under the management of the 
Kansas-Oklahoma Amusement Co. 

Charles Sternberg of the company 
the closing on his own and 
inform 
the public. 





Human Fly Killed 

Mexico City, March 28. 
Mexico's youngest human fiy, | 
Arnulfo R. Rugerio, 16, was in-| 
stantly killed in a fall from the fifth 
story of the building of a local 
newspaper, His death was wit- 
nessed by several hundred people 
He was performing for 25 pesos 
$10) donated by the crowd. 





away. 





Diary of 


a Stooge 


By Claude Binyon 





Minneapolis—Saturday. 
We just played our last show in 


Minneapolis and we start acting in 
St. Paul tomorrow. 
ting and going home. Being a stooge 
lis no better than working in a 
;cery 


I feel like quit- 


store. 

I slept on the floor last 
Scaramouche looked at 
like to try 
off again like 


cause 
like he would 
my eyebrow 


me 
he 


me necking Quantrelli. I ache all 
over and I didn’t get any le 
from home today. 

Quantrelli hasn't said 
me lately and Helen of the 
Heads band has steered away f 
me since she heard about the 

Even a sitring of my 
busted. 


tters 


banjo is 


St. Paul—Sunday. 
My eyebrow feels lots better now 
and I feel pretty good myself. 1 
started feeling good when Moe Bow- 
ery paid me off because I am getting 
$40 a week! 


I bet I am the highest paid stooge 
in the world. 

Quantrelli and [I took a \little 
walk between shows this afternoon 


and she told me she had been stay- 
ing away from me the last few days 
on account of how she didn’t want 
to make Scaramouche mad again. 

‘I don't care if he gets mad,’ I 
said to her, ‘I will tear him to pieces 
if he gets fresh again.’ 

‘Tl tell him that,’ Quantrelli said, 
‘and then maybe he will quit both- 
ering us.’ 

I didn’t say anything but I wish 
I had kept my mouth shut all along. 
The least I can do is wait until my 
eyebrow grows back on before I kill 
Scaramouche. 

Quantrelli does something to me 
when I am with her. The minute I 
see her I think of necking. When I 
was home and going around with 
Tillie I would think of her cooking 
first and then necking. 

St. Paul—Monday. 

We were a sensation today con- 
sidering it is Monday and not many 
people. But I am kind of worried 
because when we were doing our 
fight stuff Scaramouche whispered 
that Quantrelli told him I would kill 
him and then he iaughed real crazy. 
He went for the plaster on my eye- 
brow and I had to hold it all the 
time again, 

It is almost midnight and I have 
ju:t come from Quantrelli’s room. 
The house detective is a pain in the 
neck, 

Quantrelli is a wonderful girl and 
Scaramouche is out playing pool. 

I got a letter today from ‘Tillie 
and one from Mom. Tillie is begin- 
ning to seem kind of like a small 
town girl in her letters and maybe 
it is because I am a stooge getting 
$40 a week now. 

Tll still marry 
cause I promised. 


her, though, be- 


St. Paul—Tuesday. 

Scaramouche is in jail and I don’t 
care! It is all his fault. 

At our last show tonight the peo- 
ple clapped and laughed so hard I 
felt swell, and before I knew it I 
was out walking with Quantrelli 
again. She kissed me when we were 
in the alley behind the theatre, and 
I almost skipped along with her. 

Quantrelli asked me if I knew 
where there was a park in St. Paul, 
and I said I didn’t, but we would 
walk till we found one. I put my 
arm around her and everything was 
great. 

The Eternal Triangle 

We hadn't walked two blocks 
when someone gave me a shove 
from behind and I looked around 
and it was Scaramouche. He 
looked terrible with his hair stand- 
ing up and a street lamp shining in 
his awful eyes. 

‘Get away, Scaramouche!’ I yelled, 
but he didn’t get away. 

‘Kill him!’ Quantrelli 
me. 

Before I could sock him Secara- 
mouche jumped on me and grabbed 


yelled at 


me around my neck. I screamed 
as hard as I could and Quantrelli 
screamed, too. Then I couldn't 


scream no more on account of Sear- 
amouche choking me, but Quantrelli 
kept on yelling. My eves were pop- 
ping out and I couldn't breathe. 
Scaramouche kept right on choking. 

Then all at once a policeman came 
running and grabbed Scaramouche 
and pulled him off me but Scara- 
mouche jumped right back on me 
so the policeman hit him on the 
head with a elub. Scaramouche 
didn't jump any more. 

The policeman took us all to the 
police dragging Scara- 
mouche part of the way at first. At 
the police station a man at the desk 
asked me what happened and I told 
him. Then he asked me if I wanted 
to prefer charges against Scara- 
mouche and ] said I didn’t know. I 
didn’t really know what meant. 
He said I should answer him yes or 
no, and I didn’t want 
trouble so I said yes. 

They made me sign a 
then they dragged Scaramouche 
I asked what they were go- 


station, 


he 


gra- | 
night be- | 


knocking | 
did j 
the night before last when he found! 


nothing to} 
Yellow | 
roms | 
fight. | 


to cause any | 


paper and} 
tebe ed in 1923 by Dorothy 


ing to do with him and the police- 
men said they were going to put 
him in a cell and I should come 
around tomorrow morning. 

Quantrelli and I left the station 
and I felt scared, wondering what 
| Moe Bowery would do when he 
| found out I had the other stooge 
| put in jail. Quantrelli said not to 
worry because Scaramouche de- 
served it and Moe would under- 
stand. But I kept right on worry- 
When we got back to the hotel 
Quantrelli said maybe we should sit 
in her room and talk a little but J 
said I didn't feel like it. 

She acted kind of mad when I said 
that but I went right to my room 
and kept on worrying. 

I am still worrying. 
ing! 


ing. 


Am I worry- 


‘WILD CAB RIDE LANDS 
‘SPINSTER IN BABE WARD 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


Los Angeles, March 28. 

She is a quite plump little spinster 
and works for the county charities 
department. One of her cases was 
an expectant mother and the wel- 
fare worker had arranged for the 
details at a maternity hospital, 
telling the unfortunate family to 
phone her when the event was im- 
minent. 

One evening the phone in her 
apartment rang and she was in- 
formed that the about-to-be mother 
had been rushed to the hospital and 
for her to come immediately. She 
rushed downstairs and out to the 
nearest cab stand. 

‘Quick,’ she panted, ‘to the Blank 
Maternity hospital.’ 


No Chances 


The driver took one look at he 
rotund figure and said: ‘Nothin’ 
doin’ lady; I had a case like that 
last year and wouldn’t touch an- 
other for anything.’ 

So she ran a couple of blocks to 
the next taxi stand and repeat:d 
her request. The driver took one 
look at the woman and got ready 
for what he thought was a race 
with the stork. Tearing across town 
at 60 an hour, he was overtaken by 
a speed cop, who, upon learning the 
circumstances, preceded the _ cab, 
siren blowing, at even faster rate, 

The poor little spinster inside be- 
came fearful and began rapping on 
the front window. This the driver 
took as a signal for more speed. 
When the speedometer kept climb- 
ing, the lady went into a faint. 

She came to on an operating 
table as the nurses were wheeling 
her into the delivery room. 





Bernice Paige Backed 
Into, X’ing B’way, Sues 





Bernice Paige, vaude actress in 
‘Hollywood Star Devils,’ is suing 
Elizabeth B. Chalmers, claiming 
serious injuries as a result of Miss 
Chalmers’ car backing up into the 
actress while the latter was cross- 
ing Broadway at 48th street. 

Actress, through her counsel, Ir- 
vin Scherr, alleges she was forced 
to leave the act because of injuries 
and that she still is unable to 
work. 





Check Cop Salesmen 
York, Pa., March 28. 

This city’s new mayor, Harry B. 
Anstine, is going to restrict solicita- 
tion for the annual policemen’s ball, 
No cop in uniform is to be permit- 
ted to sell tickets. 

If he wants to sell tickets he 
must not do it while he is in uni- 
form, nor in the hours when he is 
on duty. Also, merchants and busi- 
nessmen are to be free this year of 
solicitation for free prizes. 

Merchants have to struggle to 
meet their payrolls and taxes. Unie 
forms of the cops are not to be used 
to lower the sales resistance of 
motorists, 


GIVENS GETS GATE 


Denver, March 28, 





Mrs. Margaret Darrow Givens, 
| Denver dancer and musician, won 
interlocutory divorce from Wesley 


Givens, former stage manager at 
|Elitch theatre here, on ground of 


| non-support. 


She was given the right to use 
jher maiden name. Givens was di- 
Williams 


Givens, actress. 
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News From the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of 
San Francisco, Hellywood and London. — ' 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


New York, Chicago, 
Variety takes no credit 








East 


Jeanne Cohen, of Chester Erskin 
office, planning to be a producer on 
her own. 








Ernst Vadja in town from Holly- 
wood. 





Theatrical press reps plan their 
annual show May 22. 





Guthrie McClintic plans to revive 
‘The Truth About Blayds’ with 
Pauline Lord and O. P. Heggete. 





Peggy Frears gives Dorothy Hall 
a contract for two years. May star 
her next seassca, 





A. P. Kaye has sold London 
‘Punch’ a series of character 
sketches based on the part he plays 
in. ‘Cynara.’ 





Elizabeth Miele has bought the 
American rights to ‘Am I Intruding,’ 
comedy by Geoffrey Hale. Will 
give it a summer tryout. 





Metropolitan opera stockholders 
told by Paul Cravath that the sea- 
son just closing is in the red $550,- 
000 and will practically wipe out 
the reserve funds. Unless some- 
thing is done, N. Y. must go with- 
out its opera season. Probably will 
move to Rockefeller Center for 
backing. 





‘Shovers’ putting out about $2,000 
a day in phoney $10 bills. All banks 
warning customers against Federal 
Reserve note B27723496A. 





Bobby Connolly, Lewis E. Gensler, 
AXussell Patterson and Norman B. 
Anthony plan ‘Ballyhoo of 1932’ for 
Broadway this summer. 





Doris Rankin, former wife of 
Lionel Barrymore and now Mrs. 
Malcolm R. Mortimer, operated on 
for thyroid trouble. Reported out 
of danger. 





R. C. Sherriff, author of ‘Journey’s 
Iend,’ arrived last week and will 
shortly go to Hollywood for Uni- 
versal, 





Dorothy Deer Horn, Indian 
actress, in Bellevue following her 
third attempt at suicide. Her last 
effort followed failure of ‘Thais,’ 
production she had backed, 


Max Gordon signs Wini Shaw for 
his next production. 








Frank R, Teller, accused of gell- 
ing tickets for a phantom benefit, 
dismissed when his name did not 
appear on any checks paid for 
tickets, 





Paderewski gives $6,000 to N. Y. 
Philharmonic school of music. 





Mrs. Dorothy Caruso Ingraham 
removed from guardianship of her 
daughter, Gloria, when she failed 
to make an annual accounting to 


firms lower court decision in the 
case of the Windsor, Stilwell and 
Rugby theatres against picketing by 
Projectionists’ Union 306 for em- 
ploying Empire State operators. 
Finds Empire to be a _ bona-fide 
union. Picketing by old line union, 
though otherwise lawful, wrong in 
that the object was to break con- 
tracts of Empire men. Found 
against 306 with costs. 





Richmond, Va., will see ‘Scandals’ 
at its Mosque auditorium April 4-5. 





Jacques Cartier, American dancer, 
returns to this country April 15. 





Tast fall, in a magistrate’s court, 
Int. Broadcasting Co. charged with 
airing an advertisement for an in- 
surance company not registered to 
do business in N. Y. state. The 
case was dismissed at that time, 
but the Att'y Gen., desirous of ob- 
taining a ruling, has now brought 
the matter into General Sessions on 
the same charge. John Iraci, man- 
ager of the station, was arraigned 
and held in $100 bail for a hearing 
March 30. Broadcasters got a split 
on the business obtained, which 
forms the basis for the charge of 
doing business within the state. 





Folies Bergere, the former Club 
Richman, on fire Thursday (24), 
n.ost of the damage being to scenery 
and costumes on second and third 
floors. Water damage on “lower 
floor. 





Rosa Ponselle tells the A. P. she 
wants a husband. Prefers a tall 
blond. 

Display “The Theatre in Art’ for 
the benefit of Actors’ Fund starts 
March 30 in New York. More than 
100 artists are exhibiting work in 
various media relating to the thea- 
tre. 








Henry Hadley quits leadership of 
Manhattan orchestra, declaring that 
future of organization he founded is 
too uncertain to warrant his con- 
tinuance, 





Diana Bori, Itallan actress, took 
out first citizenship papers last 
week. First to act since Congress 
passed alien exclusion law. 





John Mercer, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 
district winner of Paul Whiteman- 
NBC auditions. 





George Jessel, Bing Crosby, Lil- 
lian Roth and Burns and Allen sold 
tickets at the N. Y. Paramount first 
hour of the new show Friday (25). 





Talk of merging N. Y., Philadel- 
phia and Chicago grand opera 
troupes, the trio to be backed by 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 





Laura Smith, of Toronto, actress 
and model, leaped from the apart- 
ment of P. S. P. Randolph, Jr., 
early Thursday morning. She died 
in Mt. Sinai hospital a few hours 
later. Ascribed to brooding over 





the court. Restored two days later. 
No American assets to report on. 





Eva LeGallienne to hold auditions 
in April for apprentices to Civic 
Rep Co. Group has been increased 
from 30 to 50. 





Supreme Court gives Mrs. Mabel 
Manton a $40,000 decision in her 
suit against Marjorie Rambeau for 
alienation of affections of her hus- 
band. Trouble has been pending 
since 1925, when Mrs. Manton 
claimed to have found them in Miss 
Rambeau's bedroom in the Endicott. 
Manton, who died last year, had 
explained he had been reading her 
= to her as she studied a new 
role. 


‘Animal Kingdom’ drops Monday 
performances, Will offer Thursday 
mats instead. 


‘The Danger Line’ 
to ‘The Border Line.’ Crane Wil- 
bur’s new production. 


Title changes: 





Two men who bound and gagged 
Marjorie Ardell, actress, and stole 
her jewels, sentenced to Sing Sing 
as second offendera. 





Statement of Pathe Exchange for 
53 weeks ending Jan. 2 shows a loss 
of $392,523.37, plus income taxes, 
ete., bringing the total to $428,889.55. 
Profit from operations was $132,- 
243.4 with other items on the biack 
side of $526,986.40. 
Pathe and not the RKO-Pathe, 





Sol Lesser, of pictures, and Frank 


R. Wilson, of Talking Picture Epics 


have formed distrib corp which will 


handle T. P. and other product 
British handling will be through M 
A, Dent. 


Appellate Court im Brooklyn af- 


This is the old 


her failure to win stage engage- 
ment, 


Equity is preparing a survey of 
alien actors in current casts for 
use of Representative Dickstein, 





Police magistrate fails to hold 
Max Rudnick on a charge of con- 
ducting an indecent performance at 
the Eitinge. Held that while a 
double meaning may be read into 
the jokes submitted in evidence, the 
dialog itself is not within the mean- 
ing of the law. 





Smalley theatre, Norwich, N. Y., 
destroyed in a fire ascribed to a 
bomb explosion. 


James Stanley, radio singer, belng 
sued for $20,000 for alienating af- 
fections of the former wife of Alfred 
Hamilton, asking leave to amend 
his reply and to void examination 
before trial. The former Mrs. Ham- 
ilton, now Mrs. Stanley, is also en- 
gaged in radio work as Margaret 
Olsen. 

A. P. Kaye, of ‘Cynara,’ has com- 
pleted his book, ‘Stage Mirrors,’ to 
be published by London firm. 





Florence Anderson of Astoria su- 
ing Martin Levy, ticket broker, for 
$100,900 breach of promise, claiming 
that he is the father of her son. 
Levy enters denial. 


Ziegfeld celebrated his 60th birth- 
day March 23. 





Mrs. Frances G. Roberts, mer. for 
Alice Foot McDougall’s Sevilla res- 
,| taurant, in court charged with con- 
ducting a cabaret without a license. 
.| She explained that three musicians 
.| were to give local color to the Span- 
ish decorations. Had applied for a 
cabaret license, but this had been 
refused, since that covered dancing, 





and the Sevilla had no dance floor. 
Judge decided that it was not a 
cabaret and dismissed the case, 





Newest is stockings without soles 
to go with new pumps which show 
the toes. 





‘No. 179,’ drama of N. Y. life, 
bought by Irving Lande and Wm. 
Stephens for spring tryout and pos- 
sible fall production. Lew Levenson 
the author. 





Some indie picture exhibitors con- 
sidering use of cigar store profit- 
sharing coupons to build business. 





Seabury committee, in its investi- 
gation into New York City affairs, 
reached the Central Park Casino 
last week, which, it is charged, 
rents for $8,500 a year, which was 
asserted less than is said to be paid 
for the hat-check concession. Sid- 
ney Solomon, who runs the Casino, 
was on the stand and testified that 
while a small cash rental was paid, 
the renovations and upkeep brought 
the rental charges to approximately 
$80,000 annually. Casino is on a 10- 
year lease, at the end of which time 
the property reverts to the city, 





Izetta Jewel Miller, former actress 
but now in politics, held on con- 
tempt charge in Schenectady, N. Y., 
when as Welfare Comm. she fails 
to reinstate a dismissed employe 
on a court order. Has run for vari- 
ous legislative offices, but never 
caught one. 

rovernment has completed a pic- 
torial recording of the Indian sign 
language for preservation on film 
for the benefit of posterity. There 
are about 1,300 signs which are in- 
telligible to all Indians, no matter 





what their tribal language. Sign 
talkers gradually dying out. 
Irene Franklin forced to cancel 


her bookings because of flu. 





Mrs. Aedita Fisher, estranged 
wife of the cartoonist, gets a ver- 
dict of $5,000 against ‘Charles of 
the Ritz’ because he burned her ear. 
Says complications followed. 





White Plains worried over opera 
status, but Metropolitan assures 
subscribers that performance will 
be given there April 6 as promised. 





Group of actors plan a two weeks’ 
run for Ben Johnson's ‘The Alchem- 
ist’ for benefit of the Actors’ Dinner 
Club, 


Ernst Lubitsch confirms report he 
will return in fall to make a stage 
musical production with Albertina 
Rasch, 





Metropolitan stars offer voluntary 
slash to preserve the opera. 


Mrs. Fiske was writing her 
memoirs for a magazine when death 
took her. The first and only in- 
stallment will be published. 








Roy J. Pomeroy announces an- 
other new film production associa- 
tion to be known as a co-operative 
movement. Harold Schwartz will 
be associated with him. Will make 
at least 12 features yearly on the 
Coast. 





Day Tuttle and Bernars Simon 
will run the Westchester Playhouse 
this summer, Arthur Sircom will 
direct the plays and use same pro- 
ductions and casts at his own house 
at Millbrook, N. Y., about 50 miles 
distant. 


Florenz Ziegfeld planning a sum- 
mer production of ‘Follies.’ 





Harry Askin, veteran manager, 
will conduct Hudson theatre for 
Emigrant Savings Bank, which re- 
cently bought it under foreclosure. 
House will be renovated, 





Chas. Washburn has a play, ‘In- 
visible Ink,’ which he is trying to 
sell to George M. Cohan. Action 
opens with the suicide of an under- 
taker. 





Simon Lake, submarine inventor, 
using local swimming pool for ex- 
periments on undersea photography, 
aided by Paramount. Expects to try 
and raise the Lusitania next sum- 
mer and Par interested in the news- 
reel shots. 





Steeplechase park opens the sea- 
son at Coney Island. Open only 
Sundays until the middle of May. 





Longacre theatre held up for $390 
last Friday. Thief escaped. Might 
have gotten more, but approach of 
a ticket buyer scared him off. 





Connie’s Ill, in Harlem, spattered 
with bullets when a gang sought to 
spot a victim in front of the place. 





One woman killed and a man in- 
jured, but the target got away. 
Arthur Dickenstein and Jos. 


Caeenberg now backing Will Mor- 
rissey in his show rehearsing at the 
Carroll. ireenberg is atty. for the 
corporation owning the house. 





Rubinoff off the Paramount bill 
by order of his physician. Will take 
a two weeks’ rest. 








Congressman Sirovich collapses in 





his office at Washington. Kidney 
trouble. 





Deborah Beirne, who wrote and 
staged ‘Park Ave., Ltd.,’ in a jam 
with Equity over unpaid salaries, 





Sidney Reingold of Theatrical 
Enterprises, in General Sessions on 
a charge of conducting an unli- 
censedi agency. He booked a pair of 
acrobats into the Strand, Oswego, 
N. Y., collected his $12 commission 
and the team claims it paid $80 
transportation only to find there 
was no booking. 





Robert Rossen directing ‘The 
Tree,’ play, to open in New York 
April 11, 





Mme. Ernestine Schumann-Heink 
reported improved after an attack of 
grippe. 





Lecture courses Equity will give 
new members, supposed to have 
started April 1, postponed until next 
fall. Took longer than figured to 
write advice for che neophyte troup- 
ers. It'll be required, when the 
course does start, that all proposed 
members answer a questionnaire 
covering the fundamentals of 
Equity, etc., before becoming full 
fledged members. 





‘Irene,’ first of a series of musical 
comedy revivals Milton Aborn's 
Musical Comedy Co. is producing, 
opened in Newark Monday (28) and 
will be brought to Broadway. Be- 
fore New York the piece will play 
the Majestic, Boston, Shubert house. 
Aborn’s recent operetta revivals 
were booked through Erlanger. 





Adams Broadcasting Service and 
Arthur Hurley to product ‘Coast to 
Coast,’ radio satire, with Joseph 
Santley in the lead. Latter is pro- 
ducing ‘Life Begins’ at the Selwyn, 
N. Y., March 28. ‘Coast’ written by 
Herbert Polesie. 


Coast 


Kenneth Harlan acquitted of 
drunk driving charge. Actor was 
arrested Jan. 2 when his car struck 
a milk wagon, 











Frank Murphy, electrical engi- 
neer at WB, sued for $250 monthly 
for support of his 5-year-old child 
Donald by John P. Nagel, the boy’s 
present guardian. 





Mae Murray ordered to pay $785 
judgment to a local clothing con- 
cern when she failed to appear to 
combat the claim. 


Dolly Jarvis, actress, posted $25 
bail to insure her appearance in 
court April 15 on a speeding charge. 
Bail was posted when actress failed 
to appear at an earlier date. 


Doris Deane Arbuckle, former 
wife of ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle, has filed 
notice to wed Elmer Hartz, local 
banker. 








Estelle Taylor sued Frank Joyce, 
agent, for $150,000 damages she al- 
leges she received in an auto acci- 
dent last Christmas. Actress 
charges that Joyce’s car, in which 
she was riding, driven by his chauf- 
feur, crashed into a palm tree. 





Leslie Fenton sued for $250,000 by 
Gladys Freeman, actress, for breach 
of promise and betrayal. 





Ernst Lubitsch, Jr., son of direc- 
tor, had his driver’s license revoked 
for 30 days when he pleaded guilty 
to speeding. 





Raquel Torres ordered to pay $20 
judgment to L. A. Lambert for vocal 
lessons, 





Mary Finch, actress, sentenced to 
30 days in jail for reckless driving. 
Defendant also had her license re- 
voked for four months. 





Estelle Walker (Mrs. Esther War- 
gin) sues her husband for divorce 
on grounds of non-support. Actress 
has a four-year-old daughter. 





Clara Kimball Young ordered to 
pay $31,018 for income tax owed on 
her account of 1917. 





Ramon Novarro credited with 
$26,373 by the Internal Revenue Bu- 
reau for over assessments and in- 
terest in 1928-29. Star was re- 
funded $4,063. 


Mid-West 


Amusement tax bill has been 
passed in St. Louis by a vote of 15 
to 10. Measure comes up for final 
action before the legislation com- 
mittee April 8. 











St. Louis Symphony orchestra has 
taken a 10% cut for next season as 
part of a measure reducing the 
budget by $30,000. Of this amount 
$20,000 will come out of the wage 
slashes, the other $10,000 to be ob- 
tained from advanced seat prices. 





The $20,000 fiddle of Nathan Mil- 





stein, concertmaster with the Chi 





— 


Symphony orchestra, reported Stolen 
a week ago, has been mysteriously 
returned, 





Gayety theatre, South Chicago 
one of the oldest houses, swept by 
fire causing damage estimated at 
$15,000. Believed =started from 
crossed electric wires. 





Suey Welch, Akron, O., fight pro. 
moter, surrendered voluntarily to 
federal authorities on a warrant 
charging him with operating a 
speak in connection with his gym, 
Pleaded not guilty at the arraign. 
ment and posted a $2,500 bond pend. 
ing hearing March 29. 





Widow of Charles W. Nugent, op- 
erator of the Hollywood theatre, St. 
Louis, went into bankruptcy follow. 
ing action brought by creditors 
with claims totaling $2,969 for work 
done in remodeling the house. 





Harry Moir, Jr., in the law’s way 
for transporting a stolen car. He 
was released on $2,000 bond. 


Attempted settlement out of court 
in the divorce action of the Capt, 
Billy Fawcetts, of Minneapolis, havy- 
ing failed, Mrs. Fawcett is now 
ready to fight the case all the way, 
Fan mag publisher is charging in- 
fidelity while his wife, in a crossbill, 
alleges inhuman treatment, 





Chi Civic Opera will not merge 
with opera companies of New York, 
Philadelphia, or anywhere else, ac- 
cording to Herbert Witherspoon, di- 
rector of the organization. 





Newspaper reporter or editor is 
not a 24-hour employee and there- 
fore not entitled to workman‘s com- 
pensation for injuries received while 
not actually on duty, state industrial 
commission at Raleigh, N. C., ruled 
in the case of William K. Saunders, 
Latter, .associate editor for the 
Elizabeth City ‘Independent,’ was 
shot on his way home after being 
threatened because of a too virile 
pen. 





Conchita Montenegro, film player, 
had a would-be song writer, Ray- 
mond Twadell, arrested in Chicago 
for annoying her. Offender claimed 
all he wanted to do was sing one of 
his songs for her, but she wouldn't 
listen. 





Lita Grey Chaplin had plenty of 
squaring to do in Dayton, O., before 
her trunks were released at the 
Union station. Van Cleve hotel at- 
tached her stuff on charge she 
stopped $300 worth of checks cashed 
at the hotel. 


Loew-RKO Musicals 








(Continued from page 39) 


year limit for material and revive 
nothing of more than that vintage 
unless the policy proves so success- 
ful that a material shortage forces 
it to dig further back. 


For $4500 


Loew's, of course, figures its ad- 
vantage in producing its own shows 
on a cost basis. While musical tabs 
produced independently to date have 
needed from $7,000 to $8,500 a week 
to operate, Loew’s estimates it can 
turn out the same type and grade 
of musical for around $4,500. That 
figure is about $1,000 higher than 
the average price of the regular 
Loew units now playing. 

The big saving, according to the 
Loew viewpoint, will be through 
elimination of the middle man or it- 
dependent producer and his profit. 
The independent tab producers have 
found it necessary to charge off at 
least $500 a week for production 
costs, whereas Loew's thinks that 
weekly charge can be reduced by at 
least half if spread over the Loew 
unit route of 10 or 12 weeks. While 
the indie producer finds it necessary 
to regain his investment in at least 
six weeks, Loew's can allocate the 
cost over a period of three months. 
On actual production expenses Loew 
figures it can operate cheaper than 
the independents through wholesale 
purchasing, while the guarantee of 
a known amount of playing time can 
affect buys on talent in the same 
manner. 

Loew's idea, as also Publix’, § 
that the principal sales point of re- 
vived musicals at the boxoffice 18 
their past reputation at the $4.40 
and $5.50 scale. The legit runs will 
be mentioned and legit prices 1 
contrast to picture house scales 
featured in all exploitation. 

Gregory Ratoff's ‘Girl Crazy,’ the 
first musical to go into picture and 
vaudeville theatre playing, opened 
this week at the Paradise, NeW 
York, on the Loew presentation 
route at $7,500. It’s the only indie 
production booked so far by Loew: 

No matter how standard the mu- 
sicals may become on the Loew unit 
route, it isn’t likely that they'll be 
used more than once in four weeks, 
according to present plans, with te 
usual units playing the other three 
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er Fleischmann boating. 
4am frolic at the Cotton club. — 
Cutest collection of secs is NBC's. 
Sam H. Harris back from Florida. 
George Leffler about again after 


P\narlie Washburn finished the 


en now on its ‘Judge’ Bob 


eer Lubin moved his office up 

» flight. 

Gabe Yorke and family in 
iam indef. 

bet Houghton at Palm Beach 

poiled out flock of boils. 

Ward Moorehouse in from Holly- 
ood, but returning there, 

‘Doc’ Jamison and John Peltret 
crack smoke ring blowers. e 

George Lottman in his own ossif, 
divorced from Jack Robbins. 

Buddy Kusell has given up smok- 
ing ever since the grippe siege. 

Joey Keith’s father smacked by a 
taxi. Result, fractured forearm. 

After all these years the hotel 
Astor has a Neon eign to identify it. 

The Biilly Seemans (Phylis 
Haver) will wade in the Pacific this 

er. 
eDuke’ Wellington responsible for 
those Chevalier masks at the Rivoli 
Rialto. 
== Nate Blumberg underwent 
an operation at Fifth Avenue hos- 
ital last week. 
Perry Rose saw the electric sign 
on the Essex House when the first 
two letters were out. 

Attorney Harold Goldblatt’s wife 
had left arm amputated at the New 
York hospital last week. 

Song pluggers haunting the Pal- 
ace and State stagedoors with the 
crooners there last week. 

Marquee at the Paramount had to 
be changed four times Friday to 
satisfy the actors on billing. 

Renee Carroll's ghost won't let 
her see the manuscript of her book, 
‘In Your Hat’ till it’s finished. 

Somebody snatched O. L. Oz’ 
overcoat in Oz’ own office and left 
a well worn benny in its place. 

Last night (Monday) was a gala 
at the Pennsy for Buddy Rogers’ 
debut as a dance band maestro. 

Hy Daab is staging a post mortem 
whoopee at his Scarsdale manor for 
the RKO-Radio pub and ad staff. 

Irving —— ———. ee in 
as manager of the Forrest, New 
York, replacing. Otto Metzger, re- 
signed. 

Louis Silvers has been supervis- 
ing the Russell-Bennett orchestra 
on the last few Fleischmann air 
periods. 

Dave Weschner is the latest of 
WB execs to get a title. New Jer- 
sey has made him a major in its 
National Guard. 

Day after Bing Crosby palmed off 
his dog on Charlie Yates, Charlie 
wished it onto Irv Yates. Dog eats 
a barrelful daily. 

Benjamin Sonnenberg after ex- 
ploiting Ely Culbertson all over the 
front pages is no longer handling 
the bridge sharp. 

Jimmy Savo says this is one 
week actors don’t have to apolo- 
gize for laying eggs. It’s the cor- 
rect Easter trick. 

Beefsteak tendered Billy La Hiff 
at his Tavern Saturday night in 
appreciation of his generosity dur- 
ing the depression. 

Louis K, Sidney, in Florida 
learned over the phone that thieves 
broke into his Long Island home 
Sunday night (27). 

Abe Coleman, chunky giant from 
the coast, stood out in last week’s 
Garden wrestling show. An acro- 
bat and built like Alex Hanlon. 

Manhattan admirals took to the 
water for the first time this year on 
Easter Sunday—those Central Park 
rowboats making their °32 debut. 

The Moe Silvers (Lily Shadur) 
back from their southern honey- 
moon. Mrs. Silver no like the cli- 
mate compared to her native Calif. 

Rose Gillen and Evelyn Brown 

ave the names of so many vaude 
nae 2 Frnt od are begin- 

"em y 

People, mixed up with other 
te smerican Order of Cork Poppers’ 

rculating ‘membership’ cards in 
ence in the hopes of collecting 
— in an anti-prohi 
ea Jackson of the Three 
1 nozzles gets a testimonial dinner 

Pril 3 at the Commodore, Argonne 
Club of Brooklyn is tossing it; pro- 
ceeds to charity. 
“en Moore is now called the 
lates S genera] manager.’ Circu- 
everybody's troon® Ss, listening , to 
suggestions. ubles and offering 
. a thing Broadway has heard 

* ace is the Whiteman trum- 

who gutterals 


w 


Bailey’ ‘ for Mildred 
th cys : River Keep ’Way’—and 
€y don’t even let him take a bow. 


Alderman McGinnis and Dr. Joe 

(Gre are yelling that Greenpoint 

fairy pent to them) is treated un- 

the 4 in ‘Child of Manhattan.’ It’s 

ald aradise of Brooklyn, say the 
erman and the doc. 


Winnipeg 


By Matt Corbett 
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Capitol, ecome manager of 

Cc - 

oman Wright's College Players 
nue; Universal's city mgr. 
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Bostick to open girl show at Star- 
land, Coghill and Needham come- 
dians, 

Frank Wade announcer for West- 
ern Broadcasting. 

Cynthia Foley, local girl, late of 
Fred Stone’s show, played at Up- 
town, 

Sandwich man walks down the 
street with a sign panning the Bijou 
theatre as non-union, 

Stage shows enjoy a mild come- 
back. 3ut the showmanship is not 
so hot and many close. 

C. P. Walker deserves credit for 
his donating his house and doing 
many other favors, raising funds to 
get the ‘Sinbad’ company back to 
England. 

Native Sons to try another play 
as ‘The Rolling Stone’ went over 
so well. This time it’s ‘The Stran- 
gler,’ built around a famous crimi- 
nal case here. 


London 


Lionel Falk ill. 

Molly Lamont has gone blonde. 
_ Sam Warner around. Just look- 
ing. 

John Paddy Carstairs writing ad 
copy. 

Adolphe Menjou at his film first 
night. 

Clive McManus bought a round of 
drinks. 

Harry Rowson closed a deal with 

° ieee 

Janet McGrew filming for Jerry 
Jackson. 

Arthur Dent’s mother-in-law died 
this week. 

Bobby Cullen playing down to a 
steady 175. 

Sam Harris back from the Monte 
Carlo rally. 

Dorothy Bartlam with a new book 
coming out. 

Clifford Whitley to Huddersfield 
on a cup tie. 

Ernest Fredman and Sol New- 
man at outs. 

Thomas Bentley still calls every- 
body ‘Darling.’ 

The Kit Cat doing almost standee 
trade at lunch. 

The Swanson baby 
the Dorchester. 





expected at 


Frank Tuttle coming over to 
make a picture. 
Censor trouble’ predicted for 


‘Aren’t We All?’ 

Ideal buying a French form of 
‘Sunshine Susie.’ 

Harry Green signing autographs 
at the Palladium. 

Dodo Watts opened a hat shop 
near Bond street. 

J. C. Warbis the flicker trade’s 
best chess player. 

Sybil Sutherland in a new flat 
near Marble Arch. 

Metro will re-issue 
Melody’ for this side. 

Foreign talkers continue to do 
business in this town. 

Mary Buxton selling W. P. Lips- 
comb well these days. 

The Prince of Wales now flying 
in a bright blue plane. 

New Victoria orchestra doubling 
at a Paramount house. 

The C. E. A. jamboree this year 
will be held in London. 

Hayford Hobbs around 
again after his accident. 

George Ayre getting midnight 
press receptions up river. 

Clayton Hutton bedded down at 
Ealing in the A. R. P. lair. 

Bernard Shaw’s ‘Arms and the 
Man’ to be made by B. L P. 

Irving Ascher pulling the bunga- 
low railings down, wants air. 

Emlyn Williams, young  play- 
wright, making talker debut. 

Jacob Epstein, painter-sculptor, 
doing a head of Harriet Hoctor. 

Mrs. Harry Lachman attending 
her husband’s painting exhibition. 

Reg Crow no longer C. E. A. 
president and will start golf again. 

Douglas Byng scheduled for re- 
turn at the Monseigneur restaurant. 

‘Two White Arms’ taking the 
worst press knocking in a long 
time. 

W. Adcock, having left Eric Ha- 
kim, now make-up sub on ‘The 
People.’ 

Sidney Bloch handling the singers 
for the big Gaumont presentation 
houses, 

Alan Williamson has gone to 
Australia on business for Gaumont 
British. 

‘Variety,’ the London office pash 
greyhound, won twice in last three 
outings. 

Kono, Chaplin's secretary, gone 
to Japan to claim fortune left by 
his father. 

Victor Recording Co. after the 
‘Angel’ song, currently in ‘For the 
Love of Mike.’ 

Warwick Ward shares an Irish 
Sweep ticket with the head waiter 
at the Trocodero. 

Looks as though the film trade 
may yet get its central information 
bureau, on Hays lines. 

New type of vaudeville 
gaining favor. First half 
ville, second half revue. 

Charing Cross road torn up, with 
show folk suggesting Moss Em- 
pires digging for vaudeville talent. 

Mangan wants Anton Dolin for | 
six weeks on Paramount, offering 
$5,000 at par for the period, but, 


‘Broadway 


town 





show 
vaude- 


CHATTER 


Dolin 
for ‘Casanova.’ 


is negotiating with Charell 
‘Entirely Between Ourselves,’ 
farce, will be produced at Brigh- 
ton, May 9, with the West End in 


view. 
Mrs. Jeffery Bernerd travelled 
from the States with a tempera- 


ture of 106, but made wonderful re- 
covery on landing. 

Lawrence Howard asking Jack 
Buchanan to go to Hollywood for 
Paramount, but contract with Brit- 


| ish & Dominion bars the way. 





Paris 


Frank Tuttle coming over. 

Ina Claire to Monte Carlo. 

Helen O’Brien cabling Hollywood. 
Stephanie Zagaski reading scripts. 
Dorothy Smith doing sob stories. 
Carlyle Biackwell to the Riviera. 
Nikita Balieff off to North Africa. 
Rex Ingram here to synchronize. 


Philippe Heriat has a big bull 
| dog. 
Victor MacLaglen is expected 


over. 

Lacey Kastner ill with flu in Al- 
giers. 

Marie Doro still being sought for 
parts. 

Odette 
agency. 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ music getting 
around. 

Jack Warner coming over from 
London. 

Clarence Dahl singing at the Col- 
lege Inn, 


Picard opening her own 


Arlette Marchal starring at the 
Embassy. 
Gordon Pollock off to California 


with Mrs. 

Marcel de 
his doctor. 

Clifford Harmon. may back some 
theatricals. 

Johnny 
September. 

Nadja 
more dancers. 

No more American publicity men 
at Paramount. 

Marion Harris may do a couple 
of weeks here, 

Dora Maugham expected over in 
May for season. 

Kathleen Key puts French liquor 
into Irish stew. 

Mady Christians 
year in America. 

Gilbert Millers at the opening of 
new Guitry show. 

Keith Trevor 
Europe with Osso. 

Jack Connolly telling the newest 
Hollywood stories. 

Pear] White coming back from 
Egypt next month, 

Kay Boyle and Lawrence Vail 
married in Cagnes, 

Jimmy Shields wants to give up 
his apartment here. 

Eleanore Townsend, 
‘Glorified,’ in town. 

Edward Robinson wants to do 
‘Domino’ on screen. 

Wilhelm van Loon has one of big- 
gest studios around, 

Raquel Meller in the front row 
at opening of ‘Michel.’ 

Helene Costello found enough 
night clubs while here. 

Talk of George Bancroft being 
over here this summer. 

Fox deciding it might 
keep open Edouard VII. 

Betty Compton propositioned for 
several shows in Paris. 

Izzy Percival and mamma off to 
London then Hollywood, 

Valerie Boothby over from Berlin 
to crash the Paris stage. 

Alfred Savoir kidded at Para- 
mount about his new play. 

Simone Cerdan overweight as a 
star on Hollywood standards. 

Laurel and Hardy are listed for 
Paris appearances this summer. 

One of the new Guitry sketches 
might go in an American revue. 

Lloyd Corrigan coming right up 
from Italy before he goes Fascist. 

Carroll MacComas opening a new 
apartment on the lle de St. Louis. 

Yvonne Printemps breaks down 
at opening nights of her hubby’s 
plays. 

Francoize Roxay getting over a 
flu attack in time to oper in her 
new show. 

The story goes that Joe Zelli 
brought back a gangster to be a 
bodyguard. 

Djuna Barnes finishing 500,000 
words of her new novel and only in 
the first chapters. 

Marcel Achard at the opening 
night of ‘Francoise’ in the front row 
with a red necktie. 

The Pilcer brothers took several] 
days to recover from the party Jen- 
nie Dolly threw for sister Rosie. 

The smart thing to do at the 
American Express now is to sign 
Hollywood as your home address. 

Lora Hays suddenly propositioned 
by all producers, and signing with 
Camille F. Wyn for ‘Five Star 
Final.’ 

Edmond See the most Percy-Ham- 
mondish of the critics while An- 
toine is the most sartorially ex- 
acting. 

Dorothy Usner Baxter swamping 
Paris with letters advising al] hei 


Sano in Paris to see 


Macklin staying’ unti! 


around after 


off for Central 


one of the 


as well 





gathering together a few 
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gang to stay over here and not try 
Hollywood. 

Alfred Duvalles, son of a French 
general, is the only professional 
who is a member of the aristocatic 
Circle -Hoche. 

Andre Berley wants to do a show 
with Arlette Marchel, so is trying 
her out in sketch at Embassy with 
Jean Granier. 

Charlie Gordon to capitalize on 
Lindbergh kidnaping to do some 
fancy things with French version 
of ‘On the Spot.’ 

Saint-Cranier reducing newspa- 
permen to tears with his earnest- 
ness about trying to understand the 
picture business. 

Gary Cooper surprised that now 
he is speaking French in ‘City 
Streets’ just as he did Italian in 
‘Morocco’ last year. 

Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer local execs 
upsetting their voice test schedules 
to induce Isabelle Kokiosky to go to 
Hollywood to dub for them. 

Georges Ricou, former manager of 
the Opera Comique and also long 
connected with the Comedie Fran- 
caise, running for Parliament. 

Cole Porter throwing a huge din- 
ner party for Moss Hart and play- 
ing over the ‘Face the Music’ score 
while author interpolated the 
sketches. 

Rene Clair, the most international 
minded of all directors, is made the 
subject of a highbrow literary es- 
say in a highbrow magazine, where 
they consider him strictly French 
minded. 

For the first time in the history 
of the Legion of Honor, the honor 
will be handed by one actress to an- 
other. In this case Beatrice Dus- 
sane will receive the order from the 
hand of Julia Bartet, ltatt r being 
already a member of the Legion of 
Honor. 





The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 


After death of Edgar Wallace his 
plays in the fore again, especially 
‘On the Spot.’ 

Biggest department store in Eu- 
rope, just opened at The Hague, 
belongs to German concern of Bren- 
ninkmeyer. 

Dutch budget big deficit, which 
probably will be found in raise of 
surtaxes on cigarets of 20%, on wine 
of 60%, on sugar 10%, while 
oranges, which were free of duty, 
will be taxed 10%. 

Performance of company of 
Comedie Francaise producing Henri 
Becque’s ‘Les Corbeaux’ in French 
at Theatre Royal, The Hague, visit- 
ed by entire royal family, which 
happens very rarely. 

Carnera arrived within half hour 
of Ethiopia’s special ambassador to 
Qveen Wilhelmina. His arrival, how- 
ever, caused more trouble as cops 
had to protect him against crowds 
eager to shake hands with him. 

Much fuss over former wonder- 
child, Schneiderhan; alleged he was 
advertised in 1928 as kid of 14 and 
must now be 18, but now called 16. 
Solution is that as labor laws of 
Holland prohibit kid under 14 ap- 
pearing in public, he was really 12 
in 1928. 

Mob of foreign artists here: Ot- 
torini Respighi, who had to cancel 
part of tour to rush across Atlan- 
tic to conduct instead of Toscanini; 
Cellist Enrico Mainardi also an Ital- 
ian; Russian violinist Moskowsky, 
the famous violinist Jascha Heifetz, 
jerman singers Adelheid Armhold 
and Fritzi Clausen, 


Baltimore 


Len McLaughlin Broadwayed it 
over the week-end, 


The First Lady of the Land will 
come to Balto. for the Met. Op. sea- 
son. 

Katherine Cornell and her troupe 
opened at the Maryland Monday a 
sellout. 

The cops arrested a blue law vio- 
lator Sunday, He was peddling 
Bible stories. 

University Players 
at the Maryland and 
to Cape Cod. 

‘Chum’ McLaughlin, press rep for 
Keith's, is holding his own in the 
stiff publicity ight by the local 
combos for space. 

Local musicians’ union held their 
annual pow-wow last Friday and 
elected Henry Mayers pres. Emil 
S. Oden’hal got the vic-pres. posi- 
tion 

Testimonial dinner being cooked 
up for Jules Levey, RKO’s genera] 
sales manager at Sherry's ( Balto.) 
Vednesday night (30). Governor 
Ritchie and Mayor Jackson are to 
be on hand. 

‘The Spirit of Light,’ by Franz C 
Bornschein, Peabody Conservatory 
faculty member, copped a $300 prize 
in Philly. The Treble Clef club of 
that city sent the check and guar- 
anteed a performance of the can- 
tata next season, 





struck camp 
headed back 


By Max Magnus 

Anna Sten back from Paris. 

juido Bagier back from Vienna. 

Thilde Foerster back from Holly- 
wood. 

Gitta Alpar and Gustav Froehlich 
did wed. 

George Canty studying film situ- 
ation here. 

Charlotte Susa’s 
False Flag,’ a hit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Kreisler off to 
| Cap Martin, Riviera. 





picture, ‘Under 





Paul Morgan boasting of his 
Hollywood experience. 
Seymour Nebenzahl and Fritz 
Lang to visit the States. 
The Roumanian comic Tanase 


working in a short here. 

Hans Albers to guest-play in 
Vienna in Molnar’s ‘Liliom.’ 

Thea von Harbou had to be ope- 
rated upon for appendicitis. 

Werner Krauss to play in the 
next Ufa picture, ‘Count Zeppelin.’ 


Georg Alexander off to the Bal- 
kans doing personals with his pic- 
tures, 

Duke Jussupoff's claims against 
the Rasputin's picture have been ig- 
nored. 

Max Reinhardt to go to Rome end 
of April for an audience with Mus- 
solini. 


Maria Landeker gave a dinner to 
Bruno Walter on his return from 
America. 

Norman Kerry gave a farewell 
party at the Eden bar, for Julius 
Bernheim, 

The film theatre Tauentzein-Pal- 
ast to become theatre with a whole- 
day program, 

‘Circus Aime,’ a play by Kurt 
Goetz, opens at Easter at Metro- 
pol theatre, Berlin. 

Rudolf Nelson, operetta composer, 
gave up his Frankfurt theatre and 
moves back to Berlin. 


Kommerzienrat Hugo Bock, senior 
partner of the publishing company, 
30te & Bock, died 84 years old. 

Karl Opitz, chief of Universal's 
press department, to take over 
Ufa’s foreign press department. 

Max Pallenberg making a 
thru Europe, under the manage- 
ment of Borkon and Leonidoff. Ends 
in Paris. 

The pianist, ja Livschakoff, was 
attacked in his flat by a burglar. 
He flattened the crook and had him 
arrested. 

Tobis making an English version 
of Negro picture ‘M,’ by Fritz Lang. 
The English director Barnett to 
direct English dialog. 

Fritz Lang negotiating with Cwo- 
lumbia for direction of a picture, 
‘Dr. Mabuse’s Last Will,’ to be 
made by Lang in Hollywood. 

The vaudeville theatre, Winter- 
garten, will put on its program in 
the form of a revue, just as was 
done at the competing Scala, 








Riviera 


By Frank Scully 





‘Topaze’ in town. 

Roses blooming already. 
Duke of Connaught coughing. 
Rosie Dolly has la grippe, too. 


‘Congress Dances’ nosedived in 
Nice. 


Billy Arnold reading Mac’s ‘So- 
ciety.’ 

Robert W. 
winter, 


Emma Goldman lecturing among 
skijumpers. 

Kay Boyle’s baby called ‘Pomme,’ 
not after a dog, but an apple. 

Winchell Smiths back in thei 
banqueting stride at Monte Carlo. 


Betty Compton won $8 in Cannes’ 
ping pong tournament and blew the 
roll on a trip. 


Mike Arlen says he and Aga Khan 
are the only two typical English- 
men left on the Riviera. 


Fire in Sporting Club, 600-seater 
in Cannes, cost 36 grand and all the 
clothes of a Paris cast of 69. 


Good gag was Fete of Nations, 
18 mobs in native costumes singing 
and dancing on the Promenade, 


Ferene Molnar, 70 and monocled, 
looks the Cannes gambling tables 
over with a detached air nightly. 

Milton Hayes novel writing in 
Nice, while his ex has opened a cafe 
in Venice, calling it ‘Milton's Bar 

Sir Hugo de Pathe (late Lily 
Langtry’s ex) has married a Danish 
beauty and blown for his Corsican 
‘castel.’ 

Ed Baudoin, Frank Gould's ring- 
master, has dropped managing the 
Nice opera, and also 2,000,000 francs 
in two years. 

Distribbers can't even figure their 
losses any more. Importation of 
American pencils have been put on 
a quota basis. 

E. Phillips Oppenheim doesn't 
know how to spell La Moyenne Cor- 
niche (main road to Monte Carlo) 
in the Red Book, though he’s lived 
here for years. 

Wisers say these battles of flow- 
ers have an inside tieup between 
croakers and gardeners, as the num- 
bers are always staged outdoore ia 
pneumonia weather. 


Service quiet this 
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Ray Steele travelling by air from 
Calif. to meet Londos here. 

Tito Schipa will return to 
and raise ‘millions of eggs.’ 

Uptown (FP-Can.) to stage early 
musicomedy-talker revivals. 

‘Pink’ Goudy out as Sunnyside 
p. a., with G. G. Garrette angling. 

Hilda Sexton did those eye-filling 
window-backgrounds for Eaton's. 

Warren Stevens will be the new 
football coach at University of To- 
ronto. 

The Great Nicola admitting he is 


Italy 


really a Scotsman named Willie 
Nicols. 

Gloria Foy passing up the Big 
City and giving Flushing as the 
home town. 

Ken Murray endorsing Bucking- 


ham ciggies but still using the cigar 
in his act despite. 

Pierre Van Paassen, now a Euro- 
pean correspondent, was once a cub 
on the ‘Globe’ here. 

Dempsey in town and not 
ing Tunney’s story in 
(Says he isn’t interested). 

There was a fire at the King Ed- 
ward the other night but roof gar- 
den dancers didn’t know it. 

Victoria (stock) padlocked by 


read- 
‘Collier's’ 


bailiff for back-rent with papers 
yanking Vaughan Glaser ads. 
Paper hats at City Hall em- 


ployees’ party were stamped ‘Made 
in Germany.’ (More squawks). 

Secret meetings being held be- 
tween compositors and local rag 
owners. (Union wage trouble). 

Randle Ayrton, playing name-part 
in ‘King Lear’ with Stratford Play- 
ers, was a stage manager three 
years ago. 

With house in session, Major 
Powell accusing Premier Bennett of 


having ‘the temperament of a 
Hollywood actor.’ 
Firm called Booth Canadian 


Films makes film of ‘The Bells,’ 
with Dickson Kenwin, late drama 
school conductor, starring. No re- 
lease arrangements yet. 

Foster Hewitt to do descriptive 
matter for ASN ‘Sport Chats’ and 


Corey Thomson ditto for ASN 
‘Canadian Cameo’ series. 
Connie Smythe showing the 


bruises which, he says, Boston po- 
lice left when they tossed the Leafs’ 
manager out of the hockey arena 





Houston 





Stage shows still out. 

Freak weather keeps 
guessing. 

Brief case men in town for Loew 
and Publix. 

Saturday midnight previews gain- 
ing in favor. 

Will Horwitz’ bureau still battlin;; 
unemployment. 

Mickey Mouse Club launched by 
Fred Patterson. 


showmen 


Women like the Kirby’s new 
smoking balcony. 
Home town expects Howard 


Hughes any day. 

Peek-A-Boo preview for Chevalier 
film at Eddie Collins’ Met. 

Six-year-old Leonard Sues head- 
lining hotel baby floor show. 

Fain Peek of Atlanta initiated 
into ranks of local praise agents. 

Fan mags gathering data on Pal- 
ace’s former matiness idol, C. Gable 

Sam Rosmarin, radio announcer, 
ad libbed through a raid on Old 
Town Cafe. 

Two months tour of small houses 
in Texas for vaude attraction sent 
out by Lillian McCardell. 





Reno 


George Wingfield asks U. S. to 
refund $10,000 excess payment on 
income tax. 

Judge George A. Bartlett, now 
practicing law, handling many cases 
for film and stage people. 

Jack Dempsey and Leonard Sacks 
due back early in April from barn- 
storming tour of middle west. 

Automobile races and rodeo proj- 
ect as part of summer carnival at- 
tractions as preliminar« to prize 
fight. 

Wally Rusk, ex-Nevada grid star 
who turned professional boxer, 
drops first battle to Rusty Gill, ex- 
University of California gridder. 

Reno gets first spring break when 


Joe Lewis has gone for a new 


spring wardrobe. 


Herbert Rawlinson became a na- 
tive around here. 

Tom Maloy has decided to wait 
for that new buggy. 

De Wolfe Hopper around and 


looking plenty spry yet. 

Ace’s new benny announced to the 
loop the arrival of spring. 

Ann Teeman, a home town gal 
who made good on the stage. 
Donald Kerr’s new partner is Ann 
Fay, a looker with a lot of s.a. 

The Brothers Horwits, Sam and 
Jack, are doing a two-act in Lindy’s. 
Lou Pollock parked in town for a 
couple of days en route west for 
RKO. 

Milt Weil moving his music setup 
back to the other side of Randolph 
street. 
Winter 
heavy stage 
shows. 
Roy 
for the legal 
owner. 

Lodi Loder makes air jumps here 
from Detroit, where the Stone show 
is playing. 

Jake Adler was turned out of bed 


going for 
floor 


Garden cafe 
names for its 


Bell is checking the Selwyn 
reps of the property 


several times last week to attend 
court trials. 
Frankie James keeps in touch 


with show biz despite her City Hall 
connections. 

Henry Herbel figuring on a top 
hat to go with the classy new Uni- 
versal layout. 

Harry Weber stopped off here en 
route te New York with his wife 
and daughter. 

If prizes were handed out for cool 
and collected execs, Bill Hollander 
would be in line. 

Nettie Lozowick has given up her 
sec job in the Wm. Morris office for 
a domestic career. mn 
Tom Carmody gave up his office 
to the RKO execs, who did their 
talking over there. 

Joe Cole and Joe Ballande added 
to the talent squad of WAAF, Chi- 
cago small-watter, 

Karyl Norman will try again. 
This time it’s the Kentucky Club, 
former Showboat. 

Mort Singer gave the old home 
town the once over on his usual 
labor inspection tour. 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., and his party 
whisked through town, not even 
stopping for breakfast. 

A. T. Sears wears a good-luck ele- 
phant charm and gives ’em away 
eccasionally to visitors. 

Martha Linn’s office rates as the 
niftiest observation spot for the link 
bridge and boulevard traffic. 

Bili Rambeau back on the boule- 
vard after a business visit to the 
sunny slope of the country. 

Louis O'Connell, former song 
writer, is running for State’s Attor- 
ney on the Democratic ticket. 
Edward Nockels hiking back to 
Washington for another attempt to 
garLer a clear channel for WCEFL. 
Les Brown, Texas div. mgr. for 
RKO, made the trip here to meet 
the big bosses who were confabing. 
Rollo Timponi insisted on being 
the last guest to depart after the 
Two Kettering-Jane Love nuptials. 
Rumor has it that Ed Morse may 
still go back to his farm, Sut Sam 
Roberts is trying to talk him out 
of it. 

Billy B. Van, now a soap magnate, 
took a flock of bows at the Adver- 
tising Council's latest luncheon and 
spiel fest. 

.ed Weems has become an in- 
strument inventor, his musical 
brainchild being what he’s labelled a 
‘fosophone.’ 

Jerry Ross believes George Wood 
belongs to the English aristocracy. 

Ernie Forrest, RKO scout, in and 
around for a few days. 

Sears-Roebuck has renewed for 
13 additional weeks on WAAF, Chi- 
cago daytime transmitter. Program 
uses phonograph records. 

Nan Elliott has new lighting ef- 
fects in her new office up at the 
Morris headquarters. Has all the 
earmarks of a Morris Silver idea. 

Bill Young and Stanley Houston 
are coughing in rhythm by this 
time, each having taken a day off 
from the office to devote to cough 
remedies. 

Al Bachmap, fer five years man- 
ager of the Fox Crown, and before 
that at the Randelph, downtown, is 
going out of the Lusiness to become 
manager of tha Spaulding Hotel 





2,509 excursianists come from San 


apartments, 


off—for theatres. 
Jimmy Adams 
circus at Loew’s. 
George Nicolas 
Indies Friday (1). 
Leslie Monihan 
at Rialto Gardens. 
Municipal elections in 
and no use to pictures. 
Palace, Capitol, Princess 
new programs Friday (°5). 
Howard Conover trying 
again with French pictures. 
Lots of ‘have-you-heard’ stuff re 
general newspaper shake-up. 
Maurice Meerte gres into Wind- 
sor hotel for summer orchestra. 

Li Shapiro and Mare McNeil each 
betting on the teams they cover. 
Huge excursion from Toronto, 


getting ahead of 
back from West 
whooping ’em up 
full swing 
start 


his luck 


April 8, already intriguing hotels 
and theatres. ; 
Saturday space ads used _ in 


Thursday’s papers to boost Good 
Friday gross. 

Camillien Houde out for re-elec- 
tion as mayor. Friend to pictures 
as far as he can be in this town. 
Both local hockey teams jamming 
Forum three nights a week in play- 
offs, making it tough for main stems. 
Operators picketers fined $200 and 
two days in jail writes finis to cam- 
paign against United Amusement 
theatres. 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 





Fox-College dark. 

John Grinold hosted the flu. 

The Howard gves in for foreign 
films. 

Savin Rock coming out of hiber- 
nation. 


Par. has’ booked Mills Bros. for 
April 15. 
Roger Sherman vaude folds 


Thursday (31). 

Where will Roy Ward play pinocle 
after March 31? 

Expansion of WICC will 
George Duffy busy. 

Bill Barry thinking of joining bar- 
bers’ union last week. 

Barney Rapp inaugurates weekly 
Sunday nite dances (27). 

Henry Busse’s dressing room un- 
dergoing spring cleaning. 

Was that Abe of the Wm. Morris 
office at Par. last week? 

Did Bernie Bynes call on Herb on 
his recent Washington trip? 

Mac McKerness wants to know 
how you spell Tamara Geva. 

Walter Stuart owes Kearney Wai- 
ton 16 cents for use of phone. 

Charles Nomejka, owner Capitol 
theatre, Milford, died March 21. 

Benny Ginsburg and Hollywood 
Collegians couldn’t get together. 

When Tom Brown says ‘no bill- 
ing’ to an actor he’s not fooling. 

Providence College Dramat Club 
ducked in for a single performance. 

Frank Melrose says he should 
have been credited as a roller 
skater. 

Wonder why Shirley Farr was so 
anxious to know about the new Lit- 
tle Show. 

Ticket sellers find plenty time to 
read current literature during work- 
ing hours. 

Everett G. Hill, executive ed. ‘An- 
sonia Sentinel,’ died March 21 after 
breakdown. 

Alexander Jacobs, employee of 
‘Journal-Courier’ 47 years, died sud- 
denly March 20. ‘ 

They nabbed the counterfeiter 
who was working the fake $10 bills 
on local theatres. 

Nicola Ciarlo*to direct N. H. 
Grand Opera Co. in ‘La Tosca’ at 
Fox-College May 22. 

Roxy Nite Club breaks out as 
Club Lido dine-and-dance advertis- 
ing ‘nothing over 25 cents.’ 

Dixwell Players need only one 
more win in drama tournament for 
permanent possession of cup. 

Property owners demand cleanup 
of speaks and objectionable resorts 
at Myrtle and Walnut beaches, 

Max, of Roger Sherman Spa, not 
only feeds actors on the cuff but 
actually offers to lend them money. 

Four shows a day in F.&M. unit 
prompted this crack from Les Gel- 
lis: ‘We asked for work, and did 
we get it!’ 

‘Follow Thru’ week at the Para- 
mount: The stude stage door Johns 
gave George Smith a busy time.... 

Buddy Vogt the human cigar light- 
er....Louise Mele is bashful about 


keep 





her backstage changes,...The 





Mitzi Green. 

Don Kaylor, pianist, to wed [rene 
Chase in July. 

S.R.O. sign dusted off for 
Hotel’ at Hanna. 

Sylvia Froos, 18-year-old 
wailer, is WHK’s new hit. 

Ed East, once a lawyer, will tell 
you his first client is still in jail. 

Charles Alden Seltzer, 
writer, is a striking double of B. A. 
Rolfe. 

Rocky Austin quits Peoria station 
to become WHK-KJAY announcer 
again. 

Em Gill to make 
eral Motors’ show, 
Gardens. 

Bob McLaughlin won't say wheth- 
er he’ll organize local stock for sum- 
mer or not. 

Dick Pope at Keith's 105th switch- 
board passed the half-century mark 
with a party. 

With Ohio calling it a season, Bill 
Gray will retire to Lambs club for 
rest of season. 

Harold Perrin doubling for Cor- 
win Collins, ailing assistant mana- 
ger at Keith's. 

Jimmy Dykes being patched,up in 
hospital, after falling down State's 
elevator shaft. 

George Paderewski missed 
ing his famous uncle play, 
eastern vaude date. 

Howard Quigley, m.c’ing local tal- 
ent show touring Ohio, with Bob 
Horter as its angel. 

Twenty local firms co-operating in 
State’s industrial lobby display, 
from nails to model zeps. 

Mrs. Franklyn B. Sanders quits 
Institute of Music, after 30 years. 
Beryl Rubinstein succeeds. 

Mildred Land says she’s quitting 
RKO time in six weeks to put on a 
domestic act in Peoria, Ill. 

Bill Robinson’s act laid off for 
week in Cleveland so Bill could fin- 
ish tune film in New York. 

Ben Bernie reported slated for 
new dance-and-dine spot opening 
on old Willowick club site. 

Fred Becker planning to reopen 
defunct Music Box in fall under 
name of Becker’s Hofbrau. 

Liv Lanning dickering with Or- 
pheus Choir for Palace date before 
they sail for Europe in July. 

Sylvia, the Hollywood masseuse, 
almost wrecked one husky crick 
showing him how she does it. 

Bob Hope has added new member 
of his Cleveland family, brother 
George, to his army of stooges. 

Sophs at Denison U, fighting co- 
eds, crashed page one by nominat- 
ing a bulldog as May Day queen. 

P.a’s burning because they can’t 
steal old Higbee store’s prized win- 
dows for displays away from Loew’s. 

M. A. Malaney claims biggest 
space grab in town this season, cop- 
ping half pages with Easter style 
show. 

Marion Ball, Alliance girl, gave 
home-town folks a thrill by winning 
second lead in ‘A Few Wild Oats’ 
on Broadway. 

Ward Marsh of ‘Peedee’ got cold 
feet at last moment and refused to 
talk for Ted Meyn’s tricky phone- 
amplifier organlog. 


‘Grand 


torch 


music for Gen- 
leaving Lotus 


hear- 
due to 





Louisville 


By M. W. Hall 


Savoy offers lowest priced stage 
and film attractions combine at 10c. 

E. J. Bosler, former mgr. Tyler 
hotel, now mgr. New Henry Watter- 
son. 

Albert Ainslee, ‘Times’ advertis- 
ing man, dittoing for Kentucky Nite 
club. 

‘H-P’ is selling advertising space 
on front page. One or two-line 
stuff. 

Kirtley Scott (nee Mary ©. Theo- 
bold), critic for ‘H-P,’ handling pub- 
licity for Gayety burlesque. 

Decision awaited here on proposal 
of Fawcett Publishing Co., Minne- 
apolis, to locate central offices here. 

Gayety, under Fred Hurley, is 
minus candy squawkers; ushers are 
in uniform and there are printed 
programs. 

Ethel Barrymore and troop laid 
up here during Holy Week, increas- 
ing Brown’s income. Fred Stone 
due April 1 for three performances. 
Ethel, high-hatting, refuses inter- 
views. 

Royster and Rogers, duo publicity 
men for Brown, drag 10,000 citizens 
from firesides *o watch air circus on 
blustery Sunday to advertise ‘Lost 
Squadron” Stunt covered up so 
well papers pick it up, 


Cleveland |} 





tipodes publications. 

Miriam Hopkins, new car wrecked 
when the chauffeur was bringing 
home some groceries. 

3o0ys giving away free encyclope- 
dies—with strings attached—are 
troubling the studios again, 

Tab ‘Illustrated Daily News’ goes 
from five to six columns soon. New 
press is being installed for the pur- 
pose, 

Seven-room suite fixed up for 
Constance Bennett's dressing quar- 
ters in the writers’ building at 
Radio. 

Employees of the United Artists 
theatre held a wake and dance at 
the house after it closed last Tues- 
day night. 

Albert Hay Mallotte, organist and 
pianist on the ‘Bird of Paradise’ set 
at Radio, has written the title song 
for the picture. 

Countess Rina de Liguorox, who 
was the original film ‘Messalina,’ 
will give a piano concert at the 
Hollywood Women’s club April 7. 

Plus producing and acting in the 
third of his fishing novelties, Mack 
Sennett will also be his own back- 
of-the-screen announcer in the cur- 
rent one, 

Same day Jack Procter, United 
Artists p.a., received his closing no- 
tice along with other house em- 
ployees, a Cadillac salesman tried to 
sell him a custom built car. 

Hollywood laundry started a daily 
painted bulletin board of news 
events. Struggled along for a few 
days and then degenerated into 
plugs for nearby stores and its own 
washing specials. 

Competition to keep Hollywood 
clean has reached the point where 
laundries are giving curb service 
and staking out bundle-deposit 
trucks. Just make the gesture of 
carrying your own bundle and it’s 
20% off the delivery rate. 


Washington 


Gene Cogley back from Erie. 

Jim Hay writing a new book—on 
Washington. 

Floreine Hurley gets a chance to 
sing for NBC. 

Ronald Dawson in New York for 
a network audition. 

Harry Rapley gets ready to cele- 
brate another birthday. 

Philander Johnson _ recuperating 
out on the Rockville Pike. . 

‘Spike’ Collins, of the N. Y. ‘Sun, 
said to be planning a grand expose 
of prohibition. 

Charlie McClintock visiting Col. 
Frank Morse before starting on the 
road ahead of Helen Hayes. 

Harold Phillips leaves the ‘Herald 
Tribune’ bureau, Sam Bell, of the 
old ‘World,’ taking his place. — 

Owen Davis, Jr., signed as juve- 
nile with the National Theatre Play- 
ers; Ona Munson as ingenue. : 

William Demarest, of the ‘Vani- 
ties,’ visiting the old folks at home 
during the Holy Week layoff. 

Bascomb Timmons, president of 
the Press club, gets a gavel from 
Speaker of the House Garner. 

Rudy Vallee crooning at the Press 
club during the lunch hour, after- 
wards writing a column for Andy 
Kelley. 

Lowell Mellett judges a debate be- 





tween General Fries and Scott 
Nearing, ‘Communism vs. Ameri- 
canism.’ . 

Robert Crain, Jr., society actor, 


married Elinor Gladys Woodward, 
of Front Royal, Va., at Forreastville, 
Maryland. 

Fifty years a Washington corre- 
spondent, Charlie Hamilton will get 
a banquet and loving cup from thé 
Press club. 

Maxine Doyle goes into her 70th 
week at the Earle, as mistress-of- 
ceremonies, only a fortnight short 
of the record. 

Lieut. Charles Benter, leader of 
the Navy band, composes a new 
march for the bandmasters’ conven 
tion, ‘Swinging Batons.’ 

Chief Horticulturist Frank T 
Gartside announces the Japanese 
cherry blossoms will not be out un 
til two weeks after Easter. Pe 

Al Kummer discovers four Negro 
entertainers, all youths, who riva! 
the Mills Brothers, he says. They 
played and sang for the President 4 

When Fifi D’Orsay called on the 
President she got a police escort 
and a good one. Major Pelmam 
Glassford, superintendent of poli 
accompanied the actress to ! 
White House 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Frank Garfield now 51 and knows 


it. 

Jack Flaum New Yorking with 
family. 
Write to those you know in 
Saranac. 


Annamae Powers is one year older 
and wiser. 


Lilly Leonora has four pet turtles, | € 
, | tain of the Roxy theatre; Freddy 


time killers. 
Sign in speak: ‘No T. B. (Terrible 
Booze) here.’ F ; 
Edith Cohen received orchids on 
her birthday. 


Dan Astella shot back to bed via} 


the cold route. 


Bert Ford is on unlimited exercise 


nearly ok‘y. 
Se eee Harmon operated on. Suc- 
cessful, and he’s oke. ; 

Lent dampened the Pontiac with 
ick-up on week ends. 

Jack Hirsch sanning it for week- 
end, good cheer boying. 

Thelma Meeker, newcomer, now a 
seasoned curer, up for mild walks. 

Fred Buck back from the Big 
street, added spats, cane and iron 
Mellie Quealy still fighting off a 
high temperature and confined to 
bed. : - 

James Williams unlimited exer- 
cise and all up. Wonderful come- 
back. : 

Chris Hagedorn and Frisco De 
Vere presented Ford Raymond with 
a radio. 

Kay Thorne left for Healthy 
street after a month of Saranac 

oning. 
aay Lewis, who did the trick 
here, now big-streeting and 100% on 
the oke side. 

James Torussio got a semi-oke to 
resume work; going to night-club it 
up in the Bronx. ; 

Toni Temple still holding to bed, 
but showing improvement. An up 
okay expected soon. 

Jeanene LaFaun oke report on 
first month here. Holding to bed 
with steady comeback. 

Eddie Voss now connected with 
Dr. Mayer’s X-ray department. Ed- 
die learning fast and likes it. — 

Alma Montague an all-up patient, 
limited exercise, added weight. 
About ready for that rehearsal. 

Jerry Vogel candied all the pa- 
tients again and shot in a mess of 
records for the crying machines. 

Anglea Papulis known as the wit 
of the sanatorium. Account of her 
daily sheet on bulletin board. Strictly 
abed. 

Ethel Clouds getting ready to es- 
cape from the bed thing. Been there 
for four weeks with cold. Holding 
her own, 

Tommy Abbott, after six weeks of 
absolute bedding it, about ready for 
walk around, Looks like mild ex- 
ercise soon. 

Lillian Zeigler greatest comeback 
of sanatorium. Picture of health 
and holding it; 100% on reports. 
N. Y. ©. soon. 

Dolly Lewis with three meals in 
downstairs dining room now at her 
best. Soon downtown talkers with 
mild exercise. 

Manager Spears of the local Tav- 
ern now featuring N. V. A. nights; 
specials for all showfolks. Soup to 
nuts at a cut. 

Walter McGovern (son-in-law of 
Geo. Jinks of Jinks and Ann) here 
for the cure at a downtown cottage. 
A 100% comeback. 

Joseph Parker gets the one meal 
downstairs, with a talker once a 
week, First time out for Joe. All 
done in three months. 


Jeanene LaFaun, formerly of the, 


Ben Hamid troupe, is a new arrival 
here at the lodge. Run down from 
overwork; incipient case. 

Gladys Palmer showing up great 
with good reports from X-ray. That 
gives her a little exercise with a 
downtown talker at times. 

William Canton, a newcomer here, 
& Warner Bros. studio boy who 
needs rest and this kind of ozone 
with the Mayer treatment. 

Fred Bachman still pulling good 
reports. Starting to think about 
Visiting Caponeville. He has shown 
up 100% and a faithful curer. 

Bill Morris in town and looked 
things over; ordered his summer 
coal, got that special haircut, then 
Speeded back to the big street. 

Danny Murphy was an ex-pug be- 
fore taking up Dutch comedy. 
Knowing all the tricks makes it easy 
going for him here. Doing well. 

Tommy Vicks up after two months 
of cure, added poundage averaging 
three pounds a week. Looks good 
and is expecting his family for visit. 

Chas. H. Bloomfield a newcomer 
at the lodge; run down, needs rest 
_ Overhauling; incipient case. 
Foner him with his ‘Bloomfield 

Ollies,’ 
perank Smith (Waldron’s Casino, 
h ston) bed-siding his wife, who 

ad slight setback. Grittiest little 
Curer of the sanatorium is Allie 
agley Smith. 

— S no trouble for the ‘Variety’ rep 
a ag supply anyone with infor- 
— concerning the sick in Sara- 
an Write for information in care 

a 1e N,V. A. Sanatorium. 
een Wrighter, 928 Arlington 

enue, St, Petersburg, Fla., writes 


- i Still getting rid of that tired | 
weing, all tanned up and nearly | 


ready fo i 

r- the ani oe e 
more, managing end onc 
ne tancis Fuller, ex-hoofer, late of 
the lrene Castle act, now 100 on 
ure. Porching it at 80 Main 














street. He is sharing his curing! 


with Henry Hudson, a first-nighter 
(Brooklyn). s 

Raybrook Sanatorium, Raybrook 
N. Y., has many showfolks curing 
there: James P. Chambers, ex-cap- 


Stockman, burlesquer; Rita Nolan, 
laie of ‘Good News’ co. and the La 
Guinan troupe; Marilyn Moran, cho- 
rister; Francis Evens, a front end 
man, left cured. 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 





Cecil Hall forgets to eat. 
First mocking birds here. 
Pies now 5c a cut instead of 10c. 


Charles Lutz takes a walk after 
lunch. 

Joseph Huckins, Jr., likes to keep 
graphs. 





Col. Zack Miller of ‘101 Ranch’],. . : 
bo as soon as —* open for]/at Pokegama sanitarium. 
} through motor travel. 

club operators 


reported ill. 
Cecil Hall has recovered from his 
rheumatism. 


Howard Savage transferred as| 


supervisor of Capitol. 

Roy Winters in St. Louis with 
Warner Bros. theatres. 

Bank robberies of daily occur- 
rence in Oklahoma now. 

Eggs sold in Oklahoma City for 
6 cents a dozen last week. 

Pat McGee admits he has not read 
all the books in his library. 

Clyde A, Batten will go to any 
extreme to help pull a joke. 

Elland Holstein often receives 
letters addressed ‘Dear Madam.’ 

May Bros.’ new store opened. Big 
crowds and souvenir cigars and 
flowers. 

Gov. Wm. H. Murray now on 
speaking tour in Alabama and 
Florida, 

Dale McMullin now chief usher 
for both Liberty theatre and Shrine 
auditorium. 

Harry Sachs has been transferred 
as booker for Warner Bros. the- 
atres in Oklahoma City to Cleve- 
land. 

Kathryn Duffy’s ‘Ballyhoo Daze,’ 
including 75 home talent girls, will 
be the attraction at Shrine audi- 
torium. 

While the town of Bugscuffle 
disappears from the map of Okla- 
homa, there remains Koonkazachey 
in Kiowa county. 

An Oklahoma City youngster, re- 
turned from a trip to Mexico, says 
it cost 50 pesos to be caught kiss- 
ing a girl on streets of Juarez. 

A youthful yeggman shoved a 
gun before the face of Loveta 
Bearce, cashier of the Ritz theatre, 
and demanded all the money in the 
till. He got $60. 


One of Oklahoma City’s oldest} 


grocery stores has no listed tele- 
phone. Information won't give you 
the number. The only phone they 
have is ‘blind.’ Say it preserves a 
cash and carry business. 

The Griffith Amusement Com- 
pany has taken over the Sugg and 
Rialto theatres at Chickasha and 
the Criterion and Arcadia at Enid, 
Okla., from the Duel Amusement 
Co. The houses were formerly ope- 
rated by Publix. 


- Oakland 


By Wood Soanes 





Three theatres reopening. 

The American opens on April 20. 

Pincus & Rosener taking over 
Roxie for foreign films. 

The Roxie went into the second 
week with ‘Two Hearts.’ 

Colleen Moore clicked with the 
natives in ‘The Church Mouse’ at 
the Fulton. 

New little theatre group headed 
by Norman Nesbitt opening at 
downtown women’s Club. 

With these three theatres added 
to the list in Oakland, the managers 
seem to fear no depression. 

Roy Harrison Danforth, veteran 
music critic of ‘Tribune,’ on sick list. 
R. D. Scofield handling job. 

Charlie Carroll bowing out of Fox- 
Senator and reopening the Ameri- 


can, indie, with local financing. 


Nancy Barr Mavity, local news- 
paper woman, has disposed rights of 
book ‘Sister Aimee’ to Charles Hop- 
kins. 

Henry Duffy renting Fulton to 
break in ‘Church Mouse,’ with Col- 


leen Moore preparatory to S. F./| three 


showing at Alcazar. 


the T. & D., second runs. 


Charlie Carroll, who resigned the | band displays with pride miniature 
hi yven-months-old son. 
after five years, resumes control of| like dad except the must°che. 
the American, where he started his} 
career as an usher in 1917. He is) 
planning $50,000 in improvements} 


Fox-West Coast managerial ranks 


before opening with first runs. 


Ian Keith of ‘Grand Hotel’ in s. | 
F. and Fern Andra, last with Perry house and offering double feature | 
days a week, 
Colleen Moore at the Fulton. They] beat Warner's $20,000 this year, re- 
are planning a joint appearance in| port says. 

a new John Colton show this season | 
Will be tried on the Coast, with fessional football 


Askam, attended the opening of 


New York in prospect. 





By Dave Trenpo 





; scarce and many 


Henry Francis Parks going oke at 


Paderewski includes Seattle, with 
Ladies’ Musical club sponsor. 


the Northwest division. 
G. von Her- | 
berg both in town. 


gressional action. 


gambler’ charge fails. 

Fannie Brice, Phil Baker and Ted 
Healey at Orpheum Saturday night 
laughing at Doe Rockwell. 


‘The Alaska Empire’ (daily). 

Another $4,500 gate at Greater A. 
when Walter 
Reynolds grappled with Peralli. 
theatre front looked like an 
with plenty 
nudes for ‘Crazy Quilt,’ but no strip 
show inside. 


20 at Capital, 
stumps him. 
in their native habitat, 


over ownership goes on. 

H. W. Bruen, who made a pot of 
jack operating neighborhood houses 
in Seattle couple years ago, 
from Beverly Hills on business. 

Mayor-elect says he'll cut traffic 
for violations. As is, city not 
at four-bits 
cash total should build. 

General Motors taking over Civic 


same spot where the 
Present show is 
free; last one was four bits. 

Papers made quite a fuss recently 
when Betty Compson, Fannie Brice, 
Roscoe Arbuckle were in the burg 
all at the same time; 
was showing them all at dinner at 
Fannie’s apartment. 


Canton 7 


By Rex McConnell 


one feature 











School teacher’s pay days uncer- 
Circus agents make their appear- 
Rival stocks for Akron, both to 


Twerty-cent sheet music at five 
and dime stores, 

Warner Palace balcony dark aft- 
ernoons, but open in evenings. 

George Riester, 
manager, is an adept drummer. 

Mary Lou Girard, 
joins Henry Busse’s or- 
| chestra as sololist. 
Canton musicians, playing in pit 
co-operative 





Canton Warner 


Indianapolis 


stock, made $13 apiece. 

Ed Clarke Lilly will head new 
stock company at Colonial Akron, 
to open sometime in April. 


Pennsylvania park managers 
convene in Canton April 4, 


snappy new uniforms, but as econ- 
omy move reduces their number. 
Eastern Ohio park men are ex- 
erting every effort to add attrac- 
tions that will help draw this sum- 


closed and Dick 
shifted to Alhambra, Warne1 

tay Dean, ‘Repository’ radio col- 
and prints his comeback 


the following night. 
Lenton season hard blow to Ak- 





| largest downtown going in for dime 

nights a week. 

Dick Cruisinger, new Warner Al- 
Willard Welch, for some time! hambra manager, likes dance bands | 

manager of the Orpheum here, is|and spends his spare moments im- 

back in town again as manager of| proving his dance technique. 





Co-operative stock company hold- 
at Grand after six months’ 

may extend it 
Scale, dime to half dollar. 


|dancer, back for third local enga; 


of several years back, fs member 


/ of Canton police department, 


F. C. Lohman, in charge of Henry 
Busse’s band on tour of one niters, 
says his Castle Farms, Cincinnati 


; night spot, padlocked about a year} 
{ago, will reopen about middle ot 


April. 

Grand, at Akron, many years a 
burlesque house, is being redec- 
orated and reappointed and name 
changed to Akron Civic Playhouse 
Stock opens there early nex? 


montn on co-op basis. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Zero weather ushers in spring. 


| Poll shows state 3 to 1 against | 
Louis Hemrich here to reopen his! prohibition. 


anticipating Betty Compson in person at Min- | 


nesota week April 15. 
Gordon Greene making progres: 


Two weeks lepped from schoo 


year as economy measure. 


Kay Green still seeking bookings | 
ifor hts“Mystics of Melody.’ 


Clyde Strock, Publix personnel 
manager, sick abed with flu. 


Fox exchange moving into new | 
jand larger quarters April 1. 


Evelyn Schwartz, popular Publix 
information girl, had birthday. 

El Brendel’s stipend at Minnesota 
actually $4,000 for the seven days. 

Le Roy Booran, veteran printer, 
always recalling early days in show 
biz. 

Kiddie revues at Publix neighbor- 
hood houses during Easter vacation 
week. 

Joe Garrison, Universal exchange 
manager, bereaved by mother’s 
death. 

Inga Hill, home town singer, solo- 
ist with Minneapolis Symphony or- 
chestra, 

Willard Mapes trying to raise 
funds for local Olympic games con- 
tctants. 

Fawceetts considering removal of 
publishing offices from here to 
Louisville. 

‘Crazy Quilt’ newspaper and bill- 
board ads of unadorned beauties 
the acme of daring. 

Bootleggers complaining bitterly 
about poor business. No drop in 
prices yet, however. 

Eph Rosen, handling Columbia 
shorts, out of hospital. Hurt in 
automobile accident. 

American Legion opening movie 
house at Battle Lake, Minn., so town 
will have entertainment. 

State supreme court ruling makes 
it necessary for police to obtain evi- 
dence of actual booze sale. 

Ben Pollack came over from 
3oulevards of Paris night club to 
glimpse Ben Meroff act at Orpheum. 

3ounties for wolves and rewards 
for apprehension of horse thieves 
cost Minnesota taxpayers $75,000 
last year. 

Half prices for kids and curtain 


ringing up at 7:30 p. m. three nights 


boosted Bainbridge stock biz with 
‘Mrs. Wiggs.’ 

Jack Kilma:tin, Minnesota stage 
manager, set up nifty dining room 
adjoining leading loop cafe for Cab 
Calloway’s band. 

Gene Hundredmark of Publix art 
department disposing of recently 
acquired library bought from high- 
pressure salesman. 

talph Branton, Publix New Eng- 
land divisional director, here visit- 
ing mother and brother, John, of 
local Publix offices. 

Howard Gribble, Minnesota stage 
hand, suffered concussion of brain 
when one of the lines fell on him 
while setting show, 

‘Buzz’ Bainbridge’s two sons, 10 
and 5 years old, appear along with 
his wife, Marie Gale, in his produc- 
tion of ‘Mrs. Wiggs.’ 

Cab Calloway film moved from 
State to Lyric to show simulta- 
neously with band’s personal ap- 
pearance at Minnesota. 

Two attractions in a row, ‘Crazy 
Quilt’ and ‘Green Pastures,’ and a 
third, ‘Mourning Becoines Electra,’ 
to follow soon at Metropolitan, 

tuss Scheid, Minnesota engineer. 
in mourning because his pet gold 
fish were accidentally electrocuted 
by trick device of own invention. 

Publix neighborhood houses hold- 
ing ‘Whirl-Lo’ contests for kids. It’s 
new game imported from Philip- 
pines. Sets given away as prizes. 

H, KE. Daigler, Publix district 
manager, and Harold Kaplan pro- 
ducing Minnesota’s own anniversary 


|} week stage show in place of usual 


F-M unit. 


Homewood theatre. indie neigh- 


| borhood, takes ‘Two Worlds’ for 


first run here, advertising it as 


l ‘great Jewish talking picture in 


jipnglisn dialog 


, 


Hinda Wausau, strip burlesque 
ge- 


ment. This time at Gavyety (stock 


|} burlesque) once more after week at 


ace Publix deluxe house, Minnesota. 


¢ ] } 


1iace by foul bali at local hasebal) } 


park, Holds we pe vhno It negyr 
e benind third base should 


realize hazard, 








Jerry Kilgore, NBC annour 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Armida Wardell baby of th@ 
Stanley chorus, 

Mrs. George Tyson and her ap= 
pendix have parted. 

Mrs. Johnny Harris goes for gung 
drops in a big way. 

Hugh Sinclair came to town with 
a pooch on the leash. 

Pat Haley doesn’t shoot poo! very 
oiten, but when he does! 

Local hotels replacing those twa 


bit-in-a-slot radios for all day 


| rentals. 


Harry Harris gets plenty of newse 
paper friends screwy with his fake 
phone calls 

Billy Washington Burke, old 
lown and vaude performer, stopped 


| off to say hello, 


itll be either a Lincoln or _ 
Packard when Dick Powell finally 
makes up his mind. 

Dave Rubinoff’'s home town pre« 
paring welcome for him when he 
comes to the Stanley. 

Theatrical and newspaper mob 
plotting a big send-off for Don 
Bestor at Pirate Hall. 

Lew Joseph and Lou Gittleson 
were dickering for the Show Poat 


| but decided to let it drop. 


A theatrical celebrity who used 
to tip the bell-hops a buck now 
getiing by with 30 cents. 

Passion Play called off five pere 
formances last week when Josef 
Meier, the Christus, fell ill. 

Raoul Whitfield, a reporter here 
on the old ‘Post.’ has landed a write 
ing contract with Paramount. 

Sammy Cohen advertised the food 
at a certain local eatery and then 
put on the feed bag elsewhere. 

Edgar Runkle, here earlier with 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ back companye 
managing ‘Too True to Be Good.’ 

Dewey 3ergman, former band 
leader at Webster Hall and Show 
Boat, with Buddy Rogers’ musicke 
ers. 

Two sets of sisters in the Stanley 
chorus, the Bushes, Jeanie and 
Dorothy, and the Strangs, Babe and 
Madelyn. 

severidge Webster, ex- Pitts 
burgher but in Paris for five yearg 
being acclaimed abroad as a piane 
sensation. 

Benny Drob, the prop man, wrote 
Benny Rubin in Yiddish to tell him 
he had rounded up all the necese 
sary props. 

Marion Fall, recently a Tech 
drama _ student, lands her first 
Broadway role, second lead in ‘A 
Few Wild Oats.’ 

Red Purcell and Janet Smith, 
both of the ‘Press’ staff, have been 
married since last August, they’ve 
just let it be known. 

Cherry Blossom and June have @ 
couple of brothers who, they exe 
pected, will boost Tulane’s football 
fortunes in the next couple of years, 

Regis Toomey has promised the 
Pitt Cap and Gown club, where he 
got his first taste of the stage, that 
he’ll be on from the coast for ‘The 
Silver Domino's’ opening April 18& 





San Francisco 


Skourases finally here. 

The Mel Hertzes divorced. 

Foreclosure facing swank Clift 
Hotel. 

Cliff Work and Bern Bernard ig 
again, 

Wayne Haney, dance band mustl« 
cian, died. 

NBC's fifth anniversary in the 
West is April 5. 

tamon Novarro up on one of hig 
occasional jaunts, 

In from Hollywood: Jack Archer 
and Lucky Wilber. 

Charlie Carter doubling from 
KFRC to the Warfield. 

Heavy advance sale for two weeks 
of Jolson at the Currz\1. 

Ted Roy, Atwater ivent audition 
winner, chanting on KPO. 

Jimmy Joy's orchestra gets goog 
opening at the Bal Tabarin. 

Joan Bennett and Gene Markey 
honeymooning at Del Monte. 

Hap and Jack, KYA song team, 
victims of a rifled apartment. 

Young Chinese producing aa 
opera for Shanghai relief fund. 

Fred Dixon new shorts booker ag 
Metro, succeeding Bill Strickland. 

Jack Gross’ dad, who's from Mise 
sourl, back to the show-me state. 

David Wayne Kennedy, NBO 
technician, marries Marianne Louis@ 
Sinclair. 

Those transcontinental broadcastg 
making Coon Sanders’ work popular 
out here. 

Colleen Moore’s new hubby, Al 
Scott, still in Noo Yawk, and the 
bride's getting lonesome. 

3un Milligan, in hospital with 


| pneumonia, blood transfusion from 


Ray Nelson and Al Hixon. 

‘liorses’ theme song for NBC, 
Howard Milhoiland, Eva Garcia and 
Lioyd Yoder latest to buv nagcs. 

A. J. Schrader, Columbia Phonoe 
graph local manager, to Honoiuld 
for six weeks to establish a branch, 

It’s a daughter at the home of 

er. AllSe 
tin Mosher, baritone for the nete 


: . work, also a pappy. 
Supreme Court reverses $2,000 | papPs 


the ute ? “~* rs 7 ¢ , . 
|jurv verdict awarded fan struck in 


Kenee Chemet, symphony violins 
ist, and Ann Edwards, accompanist, 
sailed for Japan and a string of req 


r 
I 
eitals, On s e boat were Georg@g 


Sackett, writer, and S. Yamanaka, 


bu: panese actor, 


———— —— j 


ve 
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Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 


CHATIER 


Princess reopens with /foreigr 

jerrv’ Callahan booking changes 
twice a Week, 

Frank Morin back at his old thea- | 

e managing. 

Hartford's first motorboat show 
0 it Auditorium Admission free 

Ls 1g Publix New England 

\\ remain in N¢ 

Have 

Hundreds lose plenty of dough | 
w n Battalino, local, loses to Billy 
Petrol 

Loew's. with George E. Landers | 
nanaging, celebrating second anni 

rsal 

Olham completes oils of local 


celebrities during spare time paint- 
ing posters at Capitol] theatre. 
Wallingford to hold Morton Dow- 


ney night and the singer will be 
made honorary member of Elks’ 
club. 

‘Warrior’s Husband’ gets pub- 
licity when former Hartford girl, 
Katherine Hepburn, | star, wise- 
cracks. 

A. Schulman returns fror: Wash- 
ington convention glad that inde- 
pendents had a chance to voice 
opinions, 

Hundreds sign petition to abolish 
municipal store operated by city, 
claiming the charges exceed those 


of any private establishment. 

Evening schools to close for lack 
of money...MecGinley and Keane 
both with Hartford ball team at 
southern training camp...Shubout 
insists this is the way to spell his 
name...City to discharge 197 men 
from street department...All the 
java you want for a nickle...What’s 
going to happen to Parson’s thea- 
tre?.—Only one dark film theatre 


in town...213 drunk>.n drivers sent 
to jail in Hartford during 1931... 
Dan Walsh now in millinery busi- 


ness...Variety mugg announces the 
birth of a nine-pound baby daugh- 
ter...Charles F. Daniels, old-time 
big league umpire, seriously ill... 
Worcester, Springfield, New Haven 
and Boston Publix managers meet 
to see presentation on Allyn stage 
...State’s Attorney Hugh M. AIl- 
corn, it is said, didn’t like the re- 
cent remark made by Winchell on 
the air...Suggested as the sweet- 
est girl of the month, Veronica 
Teroska, cashier at Allyn...Bill- 
boards go begging in town for cus- 
tomers who desert for radio adver- 


ising...Harold Hart, ex-newspaper 
guy, in real estate business along 


with Aubrey Maddock, ex-assistant 
m. e. Hartford Courant. 


“Atlanta 


By Ernie Rogers 





Installation of WSB’s new 50,000- 
watt transmitter to begin soon. 

Ike Cohen, of Bromberg Attrac- 
tions, on the job after illness, 

Harry Rathner assigned to divi- 


sion managership of Universal 
theatres in the south. 
‘Freaks,’ barred from Fox by 


board of censors, played community 
house to calm business, 

Bert Wellborn, Fox electrician, 
has invented a gadget that spots 
bum amplifiers in sound apparatus. 

Franklin D, Roosevelt took every 
county in Georgia in recent Demo- 
cratic presidential preference pri- 
mary. 

Former Georgia Tech football fa- 
vorites being ballyhooed in wres- 
tling bouts here. Doug Wycoff and 
‘Father’ Lumpkin latest. 

Mayor Jim Key, who talked loud 


against prohibition while on tour 
with other mayors in Paris, re- 


mains in good voice. Effort to re- 
call him from office flopped. 

WSB’s tenth birthday celebrated 
March 15. First unit to go on the 
air in the south and second news- 
paper station in the world. NBC 
gave special 45-minute program in 
honor of occasion. 





Queens 


By Henry Willson 





Gene Greenwell, radio singer, has 
moved to Jackson Heights. 


E. A. Mason, Forest Hills bridge 
expert, signed up with NBC. 

Barbara Coliyer won bridge cup 
at West Side Tennis Club tour- 
hament, 

Ralph Renaud’s skit, ‘Great 
Snakes,’ will be the feature at Gar- 
dens’ Varieties show. 

The Gardens Players, who won 


3elasco cup in ’29, will enter Little 
Theatre tournament this year. 
Zada Wilchyk is now advertising 
manager of Kew Forest ‘Life.’ She 
was formerly with Great Neck 
‘News.’ 
Pot of flowers for admission for 
one day last week at local movie 
house. Flowers then distributed to 
the sick by Forest Hills ‘Post.’ 
Agnes Kiendl, formerly Agnes 
Delaney, will do a comedy song and 
dance act at the Fore t Hills Com- 
munity House show, Apri! 1-2. 





fla He repaired the damage. She C ° 
vill frame the tire | onnecticut 
They still tell the story of the | 
lappe vho accidentally - : : a 
pushed Charles Farrell against a OF saa auto show draws 
io erigeto ig * ge a ago Pickwick, Greenwich, cuts admis- 
arrested. That was when the star ee ee oe : _— 
; | Alhambra, Torrington, used for 
| lived in Kew Gardens. | boxing bouts. 
it ? Mario Chamlee recovering from 
bd grippe at Wilton. 
Kansas City Cooking school on stage of Pal 
ace, South Norwalk. 
Will R. Hughes Palace, Torrington, reopened in 
_ response to protests. 

Baseball season opens April 2 with Publix-Palace, Stamford, using 
the local Blues vs. Detroit. local talent stage revue. 

Harry Stockwell visited the home Royal James Ballroom, South 
folks while the ‘Vanities’ was lay- | Norwalk, reduces scale. 
ing off Holy Week. Manager Charles Oakley, Capitol, 

Joseph Shea, discoverer of Mau- | Danbury, driving new Car. 


reen O'Sullivan is scouting ahead of 
‘Mourning Electra.’ 

Although announcemerts were 
made that the Orpheum would re- 
open March 27, it is still dark. 

Stage hands are all steamed up 
over the ‘Band Waron’ booking as 
it means a week's work for a lot of 
the extras. 

The trade unions have come to 
the aid of the picture theatres and 
distributors in opposing the adop- 
tion of the local daylight savings 
plan. 

Rumored that 
will be closed in 
Riverside racing 
that this will 
the park. 

With Jan 
casting over 


Muehlebach 


> c 
,ecomes 


books 
during the 

Intimated 
attendance al 


all racing 
town 
season. 
help 


Garber’s band broad- 
WDAF from the Hotel 
and Bert Lown and his 
crew doing the same thing over 
KMBC from the Bellerive the stay- 
at-homers are sitting pretty. 


Fort Wayne 


By Robert Baral 





Dailies trying film reviews at last. 
Freak show on main street draw- 
ing them in. 


Harry Swift back and playing 
with local band. 

RKO vaudeville at Emboyd in 
again, out again. 

Arthur Frudenfeld of Detroit, 


visitor now. 

Bessie Roberts doing 
historical hot mamas. 

Fredric Peters, brother of Carole 
Lombard, film star, visits relatives. 

Indiana University’s annual cam- 
pus revue not to play here this 
year. 

Dr. Gordon Hammond has nearly 
all of the old Wright Player's 
photos in his office. 

Ben Bernie will broadcast his 
regular Blue Ribbon Malt program 
over WOWO when he plays date 
here. 

Isham Jones coming for spring 
sorority dance...expect new scales 
at downtown theatres...Stage 
Door Frolic set for early May... 
Kathryn Lemly is cousin of Noel 
Francis, film player...Rialto gets 
break with first-run on ‘Emma’... 
Edna Hodell has composed her own 
theme song for the ether, ‘Wander- 
ing’...Fred Tangeman out of El 
Patio...basketball tourney brought 
some extra biz during Lent. 


regular 
series on 





Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 





Bill Clark never sans cigar. 

Maurice White spotting pictures 
at RKO houses, 

Vie Rasputin 
Dorothy Mackaill. 

Cliff Boyd's chows took a flock 
of prizes at local dog show. 

Pat Harrington, tenor, becomes 
regular member of WLW staff. 

Art Thorsen and son Bobby are 
both members of Pirates’ Club. 

Cops halt window and inside dis- 
plays of race tips at news shops. 

Ed Cleland, from WLVA, 
continuity writer at ‘nations’ 
tion.’ 

Towners 


trail blazing for 


new 
sta- 


use of 
‘Good 


making common 
Ford Rush's radio signoff, 
n-i-t-e k-i-d-d-i-e-s!’ 
Greystone ballroom, where Josef 
Cherniavsky’s band played most of 
season, went dark Easter night. 
Gibson and Netherland-Plaza 
hotels both profiting by opposition- 
ing with Thies and Heidt bands. 
Barkley Schroeder, Crosley’s pub- 
licity director, Was once press agent 
for ex-Governor Myers Y. Cooper. 
Ufa, German cinema, to offer 
Damaged Souls’ and ‘Freaks.’ Lat- 
ter film to be exploited with 40 24- 
sheets. 
Happiness Kids played three the- 
atre dates on first-money deal 
without hitting split and are think- 


ing about changing name. 
talph Haburton found hush 
fountain in Wapakoneta, O., whose 


prop refused to charge for eats be- 





Local sheets constantly remind-j| cause he didn’t have a restaurant 
ing folks that Miriam Hopkins is | license. 
Kew Garden's. girl. Her = sister, Heavy biz on ‘Green Pastures’ 
Ruby, sells real estate in Forest|and ‘Rhapsouy in Black’ permitted 
Hills. Negroes to occupy orchestra seats 

Bert Acosta, incognito, went to]at Erlanger-Grand and Shubert for 
the rescue of Patsy Renaud at|{first time in history of local legit 
Mitchel! Field when her tire went) theatres 


Whiff bomb carrier goes to jail 
for 30 days at Middletown. 

Fire in cellar of Capitol, 
Britain, does little damage. 

Palace, Torrington, closes. 
ner reduces admission scale. 

Palace, Danbury, holds fashion 
show an added attraction 

Four girl dancers seized in raid at 
Norwalk smoker. All released. 

Town owned and operated 
house at Newtown prospering. 

Grace Wells, once in burlesque, 
now writing fiction at Danbury. 

Danbury Local No. 7 Musicians 
holds annual dinner at Hotel Green. 

‘Prosperity dances,’ with quarter 
admission, going over big at Water- 
bury. 

Wharton Ford orchestra attaches 
Winter Supper club, Belle Island, 
on $800 claim. 

Jack Samson, manager Strand 
New Britain, in hospital for treat- 
ment following operation. 

Girl Scouts get lesson in theatre 
operation from Harold G. Cum- 
mings, manager of Palace, Danbury. 

Frank Marconi, musician, and 
Anna Cirbus, both of Bayonne, N. J.. 
file marriage intentions at Green- 


New 


War- 


as 


film 


wich. 
Robert Neilson, radio music ar- 
ranger, and Helen Richards, radio 


artist, both of New York, file mar- 
riage intentions at Greenwich. 


Rochester 


By Don Record 





Bill McCallum renewing acquain- 
tances, 

Manager Dave Nolan of Loew's 
Rochester recovering from flu. 

Vassar Club sponsors first night 
of Irish Players at the Lyceum. 

Magicians of Ring Four to meet 
in Batavia April 12. Forty ex- 
pected. 

City to build a monkey island as 
draw for picnickers at Genesee Val- 
ley park. 

Lion cubs at Zoo proved such a 
draw that one of the bears is that 
way now. 

Abe Harris, Rochester salesman 
for Metro, has been ill at the Hotel 
Rochester. 

Sis Burrows, dancer, visits her 
parents before joining Lou Holtz’s 
new show. 

Max Ohley, song writer, won 
notice of Benny Davis, here with 
Loew's stage unit. 

Swell column by Heinie Clune of 
the D. & C. on Jean Harlow during 
her stage appearance here won 
autographed photo and thank notes. 
Lois Gerling, ballet dancer in 
Eastman troupe and later the Met- 


ropolitan Opera, wedded Saturday 
to Wilbur F. Nothacker, Ohio en- 
gineer. 


Sunday concerts of Civic Orches- 
tra to be in Eastman theatre next 
season instead of high schools. 
First in theatre this year drew 2,200 
at 25 cents. 

Rochester Gannett papers reduce 
payrolls, but promise no salary cuts 
unless bottom drops. out. Roy 
Elliott, Bill Christopher and Robert 
Burns let out by the ‘T.-U.,’ Arthur 
Reed and University correspondents 
by the ‘D. & C.’ 





Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 





It's a girl, says Ben Creel, father. 

All the second runs are going in 
for doubles. 

Lewey Robinson is now city edi- 
tor of the ‘Post.’ 

Vernon Reaver has been 
to get Pantages open. 

Stock at Jefferson enters the third 
week and going good. 

Gentry Brothers circus 
Thursday (24) at Mobile. 

The weekly hotel guide is making 
money and is now in its eighth 
week, 

The outdoor field will just have to 
struggle along without Tom Allen 
this season. 

The pickled whale is touring this 
section again this year. At Mont- 
gomery Yast week. 

Cc, D. Odom of Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace and hometown boy, visiting 
relatives before the season opens. 

Rumors of this and rumors of 
that going around. Every time 
'vaude is dropped a new crop grows 


unable 


opened 





| 


The boys at WAPI worked over- 
time covering the cyclone but the 
local papers beat them to the news. 

Pearl McKinney and Eunice 
Foster have taken on a new air 


| period each Sunday night at WBRC. 


| Midnight’ 





Walling Keith, who started ‘After 
column in ‘Age-Herald,’ 
is doing a column for the ‘Adver- 
tiser.’ 

Dunk Rendleman 
broadcasts as soon 
more time from the 
commish. 


will resume his 
as WAPI gets 
Federal Radio 


The press room at the courthouse 
is as fine as Vic Hanson's private 


office. Just how long it will stay 


that way is something 


Toledo 


else. 


Willow Beach to be in new hands. 
Loew's changed to Friday open- 
ings. 


The Dempsey thing was a terrible 
plop. 


Leanor Morrison hostess at Ft. 
Meig’s. 

Talk on opening the dog track 
this year. 


Toledo to be without a flesh show 
after March 25. 

License fee cut approved by coun- 
cil for theatres. 


Ohio censors did not clip ‘One 
Hour with You.’ 

Passing of stage shows at Par. 
leaves Toledo fleshless. 


Dick Overmeyer back 
after two months absence. 
William Delahanty, chief of police 
since Feb. 2, died last week. 
Dwight Van Meter succeeding Ed 
Bresendine as mgr. at Princess. 
Princess and Valentine showing 
Jungle pictures this week. Woof. 
Rivoli going to Friday openings 
making it unanimous for first runs. 
Biggest snowfall of the year 
clipped the theatres for two days. 
Allied Theatre, Inc., placed in re- 


to work 


ceivership. Jack O'Connell, »resi- 
dert. 
Valentine using male ushers, 


leaving the Pantheon with the only 
femmes. 

Mitch Wooubury did a burnup be- 
sause some of the critics werent 
so kind to jene MactCloy. 

Loew's will be Loew’s 
again. The name was 
37 years. Now it is back. 

Bill Proskner, former proprietor 
of the Silver Slipper, niter, pleaded 
guilty to a federal likker rap, fined 
$100. 

Haide Barber, 
late Pearl 
known 
weelx. 

Ken Benson, 


Valentine 
there for 


white wife of the 
Barber. internationaliy 
cololed gambler, died last 


manager Avalon, 
went west for his health. After 
trveling 6,000 miles in two weeks. 
decided to come home. 

Bernie Lustig, p.a. for Loew’s ana 
the Empire for 25 years wrote a 
column for Mitch Woodbury last 
week, telling all about tine history 
of Loew’s. 

Denver 

I’. J. Barry, Col, auditor, to Cleve- 
land. 

City puts ban on ballyhoo trucks 
with loud speakers. 

News attempting to revive Yo- 
Yo with series of contests. 

The Empress yanking out old 
sound and installing Western Elec- 
tric. 

Cc. J. Scheuerman, KOA orchestra 
leader, broke 80 at golf for the first 
time. 

RKO exchange 
playdate contest 
sion. Prize $500. 

Brown Palace hotel opens $40,000 
dining room in connection with 
Casanova night club. 

Jerry McGee succeeds 
Duggan as manager 
Productions exchange. 

Howard Tillotson, assistant di- 
rector the Orpheum orchestra, goes 
to the Denver March 31 in the same 
job. 

Denver theatre broadcasting Mar- 

riott on organ Sunday noon and 
talent from stage show Sunday eve 
from theatre. 
Lads 17 and 14 won the $25 given 
by Harry Huffman for the best 
decorated bug car in exploitation 
stunt for ‘Racing Youth.’ 

P. K. Wrigley and Marshall Field 
reporting dickering for site of old 
court house, soon to be abandoned 
by city. Holding for $1,250,000. 

Alice Slaughter Hornaday gets 
divorce from Franklin O. Horna- 
day, and custody of daughter. 
Hornaday, former Denver soloist 
and radio singer. 

Louis Hellborn returning -to the 
Orpheum at Memphis afier opening 
the Denver, Orpheum. Al Lever, 
from the Cincinnati Palace, takes 
the manager job here. 

Katherine Livengood 
coupe. Wouldn't buy until com- 
pany paid her the interest she 
would have collected by leaving her 
money in bank until April 1. 


won February 
in western divi- 


Jimmy 
of Certified 


buys Chev 


=», 


Duluth 


By James Watts 


Public dance admissions down ¢ 
cents. e 
Duluth-Twin City rail fares cut + 
one-lLalf over week-ends. sai 
Tailors announce cuts of about 
one-third in prices for this spring 
All business halted from we 


” 


~~ 


no 
3 p.m. Good Friday. An old Dan 
luth custom. eh 
Jack Page now with Princess 
Players in Des Moines as leading 
man and director. 


Many men given emergency Work 
on new highway quit jobs to return 
to city for handouts. 

Jack Magill, financial editor of 
the ‘Herald,’ sported an orange tig 
on St. Patrick’s Day without casua}. 
ties, ; 

Royal Alworth, mining man and 
capitalist, plans Medical Arts builq. 
ing on site of St. Louis hotel to cost 
more than $1,000,000. 

Three surviving members of Cul. 
ver Post, G. A. R., hold final meet. 
ing and abandon further activities 
because of advanced age, 

First courtroom auction ever held 
in state conducted by District Judge 
C. R. Magne: when he disposed of 
fixtures of a defunct bank. 


Louis Peterson, 62, charity pa. 
tient for a long time at St. Louis 
County Alms House Dispensary 

~* 


found to have $3,541 in sock at hig 
death, 
Minneapolis direct relief commit. 


tee backs move to secure 20,000 
acres of land near Duluth to pro- 
vide homes for 200 unemployed 


heads of families. 

Duluthians wonder what has bee 
come of Marguerite de La Motte, 
film star, who lived here many years 


before her father, an attorney, 
moved to California. 
Sonya Sahlin, Duluth violinist 


studying at the Juliard College of 
Music, made leader of second violin 
section of National Women’s Or. 
ch?2stra in New York. 

When RKO vaudeville opens at 
the Lyceum, April 2, the 50-cent 
admission price will prevail for the 
first floor. Al Anson, district man- 
ager for Publix, hopes to offer vaude 
bills about every three weeks, alter- 
nating with pix. 





Long Island 


By Joe Wagner 
lake bills flood the Island. 
Kew-Forest ‘Life’ to be a weekly, 
Crowds at the Rockaways week 


ends, 
Fed men sweeping all over the 
Tsland. 
Pro baseball season opens in 


Queens, ° 
Queens news hawks torming their 
own club. 

Jamaica ‘Press’ has a_radio critic, 
John Colwell. 
Gilda Gray is 
favorite daughter. 
Kew Gardens 
Marjorie Gatéson. 
Guy Lombardo spends his spare 
time in Forest Hills. 
Alden theatre in 
vaude each day now. 
Sea Cliff on the North Shore has 
a p.a., Herbert Foster. 

The Rivoli theatre in Hempstead 
trying anagrams of all things. 
Ellis Parker Butler served on the 


still Oceanside’s 


is excited about 


Jamaica hag 


Grand Jury in Long Island City. 
James Wallington, NBC ans 
nouncer bought a home in Bays 
side. 
KE. M. Orowitz and Harry Riches 
man townspeople over in Beeche 


hurst. 

Sixty extra cops will patrol the 
Rockaways this season. One exX- 
perience is enough. 

Svdney Johnson, manager of the 
Roosevelt in Flushing, used to play 
on many instruments. 

Viola Elizabeth  Gillettee of 
Douglaston will play the lead in the 
Warner version of ‘Blessed Event. 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Leavitt 
(Leavitt and Lockwood) had a flock 
of neighbors from Bayside when 
they played the RKO Flushing. 


Newark 


By C. R. Austin 

Henry Linterkohl, treasurer of the 
Little, is going to Germany and will 
try to pick a few films. - ; 
Texas Guinan was mild in Ge 
portment at Proctor’s until Friday 
night when she cut loose. 
Louis R. Brager is now spending 
all his time at Montclair busy wit 
Warner's stock at the Montclair, 
headed by William Faversham. 
Al Zimbalist is running the ne® 
house organ for Warners. _ It 
called “Howdy’ and Al has to dig ” 
publicity stunts for the manager 

James Lundy has come ier 
Washington to succeed rh 
Whyte as press agent for ag 
State. Whyte has gone to the Ne" 
York office. 


A fire next door to Proctor’s of 
kind ‘ 





Sat- 





urday mat. brought every lice 
fire chief and most of the PO 
force into Proctor’s looking for = oo 
die Sniderman, whose cart he 
parked square in front of 4 fh: ee 
Eddie swore somebody must ar 
pushed it there and got away “ne 
it—to the disappointment ™ 
mob 
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Lincoln 
By Barney Oldfield 


Mumps at Art Babich’s house. 

Boots and he. Buddies back home. 

Willa Given cashier at Capitol b.o. 

Stuart would have a good week at 
$6,000. 

synchronized 
no gO. 

Fight game gone co! ld, Eddie Paul 
fe leaving. 

State BB tournament in town for 
three days. 

Overtures in 
Philip Sousa. 





‘Hur’ and ‘Parade’ 


memory of John 





Elmira 
By J. Maxwell Beers 


All theatres 
dailies. 


National Glider meet to be held 
here again, last two weeks in June. 
Elmira will not adopt daylight 


using more space in 


Only six inches of snow on first|saving time this year. Managers 
7 | 
gay of spring. pleased. 

Two gunmen shook the Capital Proposal to convert Majestic 


Hotel safe for $300. 

Lincoln theatre housing week of 
mid-Lenten services. 

was 6c per. Muny and corp. sta- 
tions stil! scrapping. 

Youngcelaus suit against protec- 
tion set for April 18. 


Bank robbery case involving 
$2,500,000 being rev ived. 

Dozen eggs free with buck of 
groceries at some stores, 

City Editor Clifford, ‘Journal,’ 
gone paternal, It’s a boy. 


Margaret Anglin in ‘Green Stock- 
ings’ the Oliver, 20 years ago. 





| 


(WB) into bus terminal abandoned. 
For sale or rent. 

Midnight shows at Keeney, Capi- 
tol and Strand Friday and Saturday 
nights increasing. 

Several ministers, guests of Man- 
ager Harry Watts of Keeney, at a 
private showing of ‘The Man Who 
Played God’ urged attendance. 

Harry M. Watts, local representa- 
tive of Warner Brothers, has been 
made a member of the Rotary Club 


an been placed on its entertain- 
ment committee. 
Frank West must finish paying | 
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CAVAMIERS 


he it 


THE BOY HIMSELF 
s 


Have you heard the news? 
We've brought Buddy 
Rogers and his California 
Cavaliers to the Grill. Miss 
Jeannette Loff is here too, 
and that’s something. 
They’re all working over- 
time to make this the 
merriest spot in New York. 
Buddy plays rhythms that 
are rhythms. Miss Loff raises 
her charming voice in song. 
Dine! Dance! Be entertained 
—at dinner or supper. 


No cover charge at dinner 


The Guill 


FEEL oe PENNS WEWAWVE* 





for an elephant he bought from Otis 
I. Smith in 1930, according to a 
Supreme Court decision. Original 
price $1,000 with $509 due on sale 





and interest, 
Indianapoli 
By Gene Haynes 
Lester Huff back at the Indiana 
organ. 
Municipal golf courses late in 
opening 
Only one night club has survived | 


the winter season. 

Lyric and Apollo still giving away 
an automobile a week. 

Dessa Byrd went over to the other 
Publix house, the Circle. 





Radio entertainers from WFBM 
and WKBF are playing the nabs 
now. 

Wally Middlesworth may be the 
jnew Butler University football 
coach, 

| Fred Stone booked in at English’'s 
for two nights and mat (29-30) after 
}a week's layover in Detroit. 

Berkell Players at Keith’s pre- 
senting ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’ and it 
includes the ice scene. Dogs, too. 


Charlie Davis band started his 
tour of the Publix houses outside of 
Indianapolis (25), opening at Ander- 
Son. 

Encore night at Circle helps open- 
Customers at last show given 
opportunity to stay in and see an- 


ings. 


other picture. 

Accordion contest staged last 
weelk on Lyric stage was sponsored 
by Galla Rini, the ‘Star’ and a piano 


company having accordions for sale. 

Theatre managers looked in won- 
derment at the attendance at ti 
annual high school basketball tour- 
ney. Fifteen thousand tickets at $3 
a throw were sold for the two-day 
affair. Ninety per cent of the cus- 
tomers were from out of Indianapo- 
lis, and that helped the theatres 
tremendously. 


Salt Lake City 


By Phil Lasky 





Weaver Brothers and _ Elviry 
headlining R-K-Orpheum bill this 
week, made two appearances over 
KDYL. 

Wally Stewart put in new Harlem 


his Green Dragon club, 
bringing in Strut Mitchell and his 
Boat Revue’ gang from L. A. 
Cover charge, 0c; 75c, on Saturday. 

ZCMI, world’s oldest department 
staged gala evening fashion 


show at 


Show 


store, 


show (13), admission on invitation. 
Packed to capacity for two nights, 
being forced to carry over the sec- 
ond day. 

Playhouse (stock) opened again 
after two weeks’ shutdown, with 
cast running the show. George 
Barnes, leading man, is managing. 
Hiouse has closed and opened so 


often count has been lost. 

Covey Investment Co., who last 
year went into dance hall biz by 
converting old minnie golf pasture 
into Covey’s Cocoanut Grove, and 
who recently took over money-mak- 
ing Bluebird hall, has completely 
remodeled the latter, installing new 





band 
} 


ind running contest for name. 
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the screen, 
and drama, 
serenity, 


Swimming pool. 


RSIReaAhaean ane 


Largest 


i 


PHONE 


36 St. 


_H. A. LANZNER, Genera! Manager 


Who Lives at 
The Park Central? 


a. guests at The Park Central 

are prominent 

phase of human ei 
musical comedy, 

select it 

excellent service and proximity 

to all theatres and 


Radio outlets....FElectr 

salons and roof patios for 
Gol ..and 

equally unusual and desirable. 
bd | 
Single Rooms | 
: | 
in New | 


tral 








leaders 
1deavor. 


in every 
Stars of 
vaudeville 
because of its quiet 


railroads terminals. 


efrigeration....Period 
private functions.... 
other features 


al 


York 


CIRCLE 7-8000 





at 7th Ave., New York City A 








CHATTER 





Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 


‘Ben Hur’ at Davidson—with 
noises. 

Little Symphony gave last con- 
cert of season. 


Strand closed for Holy Week, re- 
opened Saturd 





Masked marvel at WTMJ 
out to be Moore. 

Philharmonic giving two concerts 
for unemployed musicians, 

Pink Hawley, 
pitching star, 


turned 


scott 


once a big league | 
living in Beaver Dam 
Marcya Balsley Hill on Theatre- 
zoers’ program at WTMJ formerly 
on ‘Sentinel’ art staff. 
Bandit took Kenosha Uptown the- 
atre’s receipts from messenger just 


as latter was entering bank to de- 
posit. 
Nolan R. Barrows is the new 
manager of the new Oakton Club 
ion Pewaukee Lake. Came here} 








from Oklahoma City. 
Julanne' Piliatier, 
‘Journal’ station, now 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
wall at WBBM, 
Lefty Hust, years Milwaukee 
ball team’s mascot, now getting a 
trial as first sacker, and all reports 
indicate another Al Simmons, who 
comes from our south side. 
Living Music Day put about 
musicians into service in 24 
Id.a was to sell the idea of real in- 
stead of canned music to the publie 
and musicians worked without pay. 
Woman who never 
h.. own won $2 
Show. Eight 


formerly on 
With WKZO, 
Hugh Aspin- 
Chicago. 

for 


350 


stores. 


had a home of 
0,000 house at Home 


rooms and two baths 


} | - 
|cessions 


| trician, 
| rant. 





for 50 cents. 
this year, as 
in 1931. 


Attendance 
compared with 


112,900 
86,000 





| leader in 


Spokane 


By Rav Budwin 


‘Chronicle’ has cut editorial staff 
10% following drop of half the force 
in past year. 

Robert K. New 


Murray, York, 


here to conduct classes in recrea- 
tional programs. 

‘Crazy Quilt’ did about $7,000 at 
the Fox (pix), with two perform- 
ances. Only fair. 

‘Emma’ is being held over for full 
week at the Orpheum. Pix has 
broken all house records. 

Tommy Olsen has taken over 
management of Liberty (pix) for 
Finkelstein & Rosenberg 

Natatorium park, midway, con- 


and dance pavilion to open 


jApril 1. Louis Vogel, manager and 
lowner. Swimming pool to open 
about May 7. 

Walter Hampden, booked for 
April 18, has cancelled ‘Cyrano.’ 
‘Green Pastures’ next road show 
scheduled for Post Street theatre, 


three days, April 28. 

The American Legion is planning 
a bi-centennial pageant and celebra- 
tion for Decoration Day at the Fair- 
grounds. Will Maylon is taking 
over the management. 

George Waltman, 53, stage elec- 
died in a downtown restaue- 
Had been working at the 
Auditorium. He was one of the old- 
est members of the local union. 

Merlin Nagler, 
Fiest and Berlin in New York and 
recently musical director for Fox 
here, leaves shortly for Hollywood 
to do an original score for Fanchon 
and Marco. 

Finklestein & Rosenberg, Seattle 
film house operators, have purchased 
the Liberty for $34,000. The sale, 
conducted by the court through 
Glenn Cunningham, representing the 
receivers for the main stem pix 
house, was reopened this week after 
Earl Sinks, Los Angeles, bid in $30,- 
100 for the house last month. The- 
atre may go grind. Formerly the 
the Ray A. Grombacher 


formerly with 


chain. 
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—- ILBERT MILLER presents™™™ 
Edna Herbert 


BEST MARSHALL 
in 
There’s Always Juliet 


A Comedy by John van Druten - 
“Utterly delichtful John Mason Brown, Post. 
EMPIRE Theatre, Broadway and 40th St. 
Eves., 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 
Moves to Henry Millcr’s The. Mon., Apr. 4 


LAST WEEK 


HELEN HAYES 


in MOLNAR'S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


‘One of the few triple-starred, tnmeditately 
recommendable entertainments in town,’’ 
—Gilbert Gabriel, N. Y. Ameriean. 
HENRY MILLER’S Thea., 124 W. 434 St. 
Evs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:40. 


LESLIE HOWARD 
in PHILIP BARRY'S New Comedy 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 
“The season's most gratifying adventure.’’— 
Percy Hammond, Herald Tribune 

Staged by Gilbert Miller 
BROADHURST Thea., 44th St. W. eof B'y. 
Evgs. 8:40. Matin-es Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 
MOVES to EMPIRE Thea. Tues., 
April 5, where Monday performances 
omitted. 3% Mats. weekly, Wed., 

Thurs. and Sat. 











MAX GORDON presents 


aE CAT and — 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard iovelier 

music in ite ‘ite.”’—Gabriel, American. 

GLOBE THEATRE, B'way-46th St. Eves. 8:30. 





Broadway ond 


MAYFAIR 








Matinees Wednesday and Saturday 
Good Bale. Seats at Box Office $! to $3.50. — 


~~ ALEXANDER McKAIG presents 


ERNEST TRUEX " 
WHISTLING +He DARK | 


By Laurence Gross and Edward Childs | 
Directed by Frank Craven 

Ethel Barrymore Th., 47th St., W. of B’y 

Eves, 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 





“VARIETY” says j 
“BEST MYSTERY PLAY IN YEARS” 


ROBEI 


“TRICK for TRICK” 


with JAMES RENNIE 


‘a. WRPERIADN sc.” seats ores. 


Eves 


2 














ed 


SAM H. HARRIS Pre-ents 
MARY J. HAROLD 
BOLAND MURRAY in 


“FACE the MUSIC” 


By Irving Kerlin & Mess “a 
NEW AMSTERDAM Theatre, W. 42d St. 
Eve 230 Mats. Wed. & Sat. 0 





Tarzan the Ape Man 


“TRADER HORN” 
JOE COOK 


“SI In Person 
iL Revue—Bunchut 
Orchestra 





Greater than 


47th Street 
BERT ROBERT 
WHEELER WOOLSEY 


“GIRL CRAZY” 


RKO-Radio Picture, with 
EDDIE QUILLAN 
DOROTHY LEE 
MITZI GREEN 








Bway & 47th St. 
Mats. Daily 2:20 


PALACE 


Midnight Show Every Saturday 


PAUL WHITEMAN and 

HIS CHIEFTAINS with 
Mildred Bailey and Red McKenzie 
ALGERTINA RASCH GIRLS 
JAY C. FLIPPEN AL TRAHAN 
and JOE WEBER & LEW FIELDS 








[B6thST, 


Wed. 


Bet. Lex. & 3¢ Aves. 
Continuous Shows 
te Friday March 
ANN HARDING April | 
in “PRESTIGE” 


GEORGE OL. 
| AND HIS OLSEN 
Other RKO Acts 









On Breadway 
Continuous Shows 


SI st ST. 


Wed. to Friday March 30 te April | 


ANN HARDING 
in “PRESTIGE” 
with ADOLPHE MENJOL 


MELVYN DOUGLAS 


DOXY ™.: 


The Gay Caballero 











SEVEN 7a a vanve 
AT 60th STREET 


George O'Brien, Victor MeLaglen, Conchita 
| Montcnegro—On  stace, Roxy “EASTER 
REVUE,"’ Frank & Milt Britton, Gene Gory & 
Tite, Ballet, Roxyettes, “‘Pepito.” Patricia Bow- 
man—FRED WARING’S Orchestra. Doors open 
at 10:30 A. M, 

Beginning Friday, ‘‘The Devil's Lottery’ with 
Elissa Landi. 











RONALD 
COLMAN 
in ‘ARROWSMITH,’ with Helen 
Hayes. Ann Seymour wth Harry 
Seymour, Gus Edwards’ Radio Revue 
with Eddie Bruce, Norman Thomas 
Quiatette and others 














ee ee a 





eke De RRR er ee AY 
















































VARIETY 





TO THE LADIES 





Tuesday, March 29, 1932 





Going 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





The Insinuating Lubitsch 
that extrav- 
itself in ob- 
of fabrics and ex- 
should not be 
missed lightly merely because 
content of taste is trifling. 
bitsch luxury is doing a great good 
in this land. It’s serving a splen- | 
did cause—even though indirectly, | 
in helping Herr Lubitsch free the | 
American picture public from the | 
bondage they dutifully accept as 
the inescapable aftermath of love. 
It is a delicate task to unloose 
the chains of submission from a 
downtrodden people. They grow 
fond of their responsibilties, even 
zealous of them, and Herr Lu- 
bitsch shows them the light only 
by sensitively graded degrees. The 
weight of glitter that suffuses ‘One 
Hour With You,’ for instance, 
serves to introduce the audience to 


Lubitsch 
agance that 
vious richness 


uberant 


luxury, 


expresses 


dis- 
its 


detail, 


the picture’s revolutionary  pre- 
mise—that it is the frothy in- 
fidelities that make marriage a 
charming institution. It seems 


quite proper for such lavishly ac- 
coutred folk to disport themselves 
so; had they been more sombrely 
garbed and sensibly surrounded, 
their aberrations from conventional 
behaviour might well appear not 
at all nice. It is necessary to cover 
them with luxury in order to estab- 
lish their right to be blithe, and 
Lubitsch luxury needs no time to 
get its point over. Its lush expen- 
siveness can be swiftly compre- 
hended by man and woman alike. 

When Herr Lubitsch has accom- 
plished his mission of shifting the 
American attitude toward the 
rights of romantic  dalliance- 
though-marred to a Continental de- 
gree, then his productions may be 
expected to be dressed with dis- 
criminating taste. Until then, his 
satins, velvets, furs and laces must 
not be decried. 

And so whatever Jeanette Mac- 
Donald or Genevieve Tobin wears 
in ‘One Hour With You’ shimmers 
with jewels and abounds with furs. 
Their apartments overflow with 
riches, they move amidst costly 
abundance. Everything looks de- 
liriously expensive. Miss Mac- 
Donald preserves her warm nat- 
uralness despite it all; Miss Tobin's 
artificiality is less positive here 
because the setting is a good match 
for her. Both are exquisitely 
groomed, and both contribute to a 
brighter outlook for the domestic 
scene, 





It’s Easter at the Roxy 


It’s Easter at the Roxy, Easter, 
the children’s week. The Roxy al- 
ways holiday-minded remembers 
and provides for the little ones such 
a party as even the most alarmist 
of mothers must admit is eminently 
proper. Straight through the stage 
show and right to the end of the 
feature, there is nothing to give the 
kiddies ideas or troubled dreams. 
Pretty ladies dancing, bunnies 
scampering, clowns, funny men fall- 
ing down and breaking violins, ani- 
mated Easter baskets, and on the 
screen a noble rancher who is in 
love in between his good deeds only 
because picture rancher convention 
demands it. 

Perhaps, if they weren't laughing 
so much at the time, some small 
boys might think it a splendid out 
from practicing if they broke their 
own violins when they got home, 
but luckily so much happens to dis- 
tract them that violin teachers need 
have no fear, 

The Roxyettes and the Ballet 
Corps are toe and toe this week for 
the grace honors, The Ballet Corps’ 
‘Manhattan Serenade’ is one of their 
finer things. They divide into two 
groups, one in white satin leotards 
with misty skirts appended to rep- 
resent the pretty melodies of the 
music, the other in grotesque black 
oilcloth dress suits with battered 
oilcloth toppers to spell out the 
elemental, throbbing menace of the 
blues strains. Patricia Bowman, in 
glistening white sequins fashioned 
in an ankle length princess dress, is 
on the pretty side. Adda white oil- 
cloth drop backing the black clad 
group, and black oilcloth backing the 
white garbed girls, light the whole 
with exciting Roxy effect, and the 
Roxy has a ballet that surmounts 
comparison with any of the smart 
revues. 

The Roxyettes for Easter show 
that they can dance daintily as well 
as throbbingly. Not a footfall is 


heard as, in white chiffon long 
skirted dresses with chaste high 
necks, they whirl about waving 


huge pink fans tipped with red. Of 


| 
Lu- | 
| 
| 


in flower, pinwheel, and what-you- 
Roxy- 
customary 
Every- 
to make up the Roxy’s 
the 
chicks 


formations, which the 
ettes to with their 


| flawless geometrical flair. 


will 
see 
fone returns 
brightly colored Easter card, 
Ballet Corps yellow feather 
snuggling beneath gay Easter bask- 


ets, the Roxyettes white satin leo- 
tarded Easter bunies with white 
maribou trimmings and pink lined 
ears, 


Here’s a Demure Senorita 


Conchita Montenegro’s Mexican 
accent in ‘The Gay Caballero’ could 
have been very fetching, if it had 
been allowed to peal alone. _ Its 
soft warm tones might have ex- 
plained the instant fascination 
which the story doggedly maintains 
she wields. However, struggling to 
be heard as it does amidst so many 
other Mexican accents crackling on 
the sound track, the deciphering of 
it becomes just too much trouble. 
There will have to be some other 
basis for her charm. 

It is not rare for a Mexican Miss 
to photograph enticingly. They all 


have incredibly large black eyes, 
beautiful white teeth, riotous dark 
hair, ripe young figures. Miss 


Montenegro possesses these attri- 
(Continued on page 71) 























Did You Know That— 


Stanley Pascal left for Cali- 
fornia, Monday, to see Inez 
Courtney...Wanda Lyons was 
in Jaekel’s the other day, try- 
ing on her new spring coat... 
the former Gladys Smith 
(now Mrs. Fred Lewis of 
Diamond Bar ranch), pays a 
flying visit to these parts... 
Phylis Haver was beautiful at 
a dinner party in a black 
crepe gown with a high 
necked cape effect...Jack 
Whiting’s stouter these days 
...that was a lovely broadtail 
coat that Mrs. Phil Glemby 
wore to the Larue for lunch- 
eon...Horace Braham, of ‘Left 
Bank,’ does interesting paint- 
ings in his spare moments... 
that was such a_ cunning 
brown tailored suit that Helen 
Menken had on the other day 
with a yellow blouse and red 
fox scarf...John Hundley and 
his bride sailed, in high glee, 
on the Saturnia last week. 
the little niece of the Sel- 
wyns’ is plenty cute in those 





new hats...wool sweaters 
made in Irish crochet are be- 
ing worn...Fay Marbe_  al- 
Ways wears that same model 
shoe with the ankle strap... 
Mrs. Paul Muni sings very 


well...Dorothy Brenner’s con- 
dition is improved. 








|| Uncommon Chatter 
By Ruth Morris 























Crawfords Argue—Mrs. Wins 


Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford, | 


| given to musical arguments, are re- 





viving the well known production | 
debate, ‘Classicism vs. Jazz.’ In 
George Jessel’s ‘Joy Jamboree,’ they 
settle for all time their conflictir< 
views on the Hereafter. | 

Heaven, says Mr. Crawford, is 
typified by Liszt’s ‘Liebestraum’ to 
whose lingering melody the Bines 
Girls dance beneath eerie blue spot 
lights, 

Mrs. Jesse disagrees. A modern 
gal, she interprets Heaven as a 
Pent House Way Up in the Sky. If 
the Bines Girls must be tulle-cov- 
ered angels, says style-conseious 
Mrs. C, they should be bathed in 
rose lights, which every woman 
knows are more flattering. Mrs. 
Crawford wins the argument be- 
cause her musical conception is 
more appropriate to a good finale 
precision routine. Mrs. Crawford's 
gown is not her own taste which 
runs wisely to two-toned frocks, 
the darker tone, slenderizing the 
hips. But she is properly ethereal 
in a gracefully hung and delicate 
blue chiffon. 

Lillian Roth chooses a long, deep- 








Slight comment is added. 


Women on Percentage 


A condensed review in points on the women of the stage mentioned hereunder. 
None can rank over 10 points on a single item, nor over 100 points in total. 
There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, with the named points opposite each player's name. 
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HOLLYWOOD 











Mitzi Mayfair... 9 10 9 


° 9 1 ? 3 3 


87 


Daintily expresses the charm 
and sweetness of unspoiled 
youth in her unusually 
graceful acrobatic dancing. 





Lyda Roberti..... 10 


mw Ss 


Should guard against over- 
doing her supposedly ex- 
temporaneous laughter. 





Gloria Grafton.... 8 10 9 


10 


72 


Freer gesturing and a warmer 
manner would increase ap- 
preciation of her well con- 
ceived song numbers. 





PALACE 





Mildred Bailey.... 7 
(Whiteman Chief- 
tains) 


10 7 


1@ = 10 ;. 


Poorly chosen frock of white 
lace is little detriment to a 
radio favorite with a true, 
liquid voice. 





Albertina Rasch 
Girls eeeveseoose 3 8 9 


79 


Modish dance group whose 
smart routines call for 
more subtle lighting than 
the Palace provides. 





o 
co 
~ 


Nina Olivette..... 


10 


78 


Eccentric comedienne in a 
dance production that 
builds to a fine frenzy of 
burlesque. 





Yukona Cameron, 9 10 10 


(Al Trahan) 


76 


Achieves the ambition of 
every straight woman: 
queenly dignity and spon- 
taneous interest in her 
partner’s buffoonery. 





Arlene Selby...ece 10 


(Chieftains) 


10 


70 


Modish carriage and agile 
grace win immediate audi- 
ence response, 





Edith Barstow. ese e 9 7 


10 


69 


Content with .1ediocre cos- 
tumes and unstudied make- 
up, proficient dancer fin- 
ishes with a strong toe-tap 
novelty. 





Josephine Huston. 9 3 10 


(Rasch Girls) 


Careless diction and beauty 
diluted by studied charm 
diminish the response mer- 
ited by a true, clear voice. 





Charlotte Winters. 17 0 8 
(Weber & Fields) 


Wears dusty chartreuse chif- 
fon for comedy-sketch as- 
sistance that gives no op- 
portunity to establish in- 
dividual talent. 





STATE 





“Ann Seymourvecea 9 9 3 


12 8 ’ ’ 


Knows just how much to 
clown, how to handle vaude 
audiences, and what they 
enjoy. 





BOSER LORGcccrccce § 2 3 
(Gus Edwards 
tadio Revue) 


72 


whose 
contrasts 
her fine 


Petite prima donna 
diminutive size 
pleasingly with 
voice, 





“Albee Sisters..... 10 


(Radio Revue) 


70 


Unusually chic sister quar- 
tette with standard routine. 





ROY FOO .ccccrce 4% 9 8 
(Radio Revue) 





course their fans demand grouping 





67 





Does right by her model Kate 


Smith. 











ly collared wrap of ermine with 


which to make her first g£00d 
pression. Ermine’s 
particularly when 


im. 
always effective 
it 


and brightened at waist and should. 
ers with rhinestone clips. Miss Roth 
proves she can be heard without 


jthe aid of personality-cheating 
microphones and registers solidly 
with clearly enunciated numbers 


She is ill at ease in a dramatic bit 
of pantomime that, true to Para.« 


mount form, steals the Spotlight 
from Bing Crosby and probably 
hasn’t outlived Friday's opening 


performance. 

Grace Allen saves her jeune fille 
frock for an amusing blackout with 
the Messrs. Burns and Jessel, and 
appears first in smart beige street 
wear that shows audience ladies 
what to do with their sables, Dainty, 
wistful and hopelessly feeble-mind- 
ed, Miss Allen—aided by an expert 
partner—deserves every hand-clap 
of the reception and aftermath ap- 
plause that she received at Friday’s 
matinee. 


Coquette-Proof Cagney 


Ladies who play opposite James 
Cagney face solid contempt fu- all 
their little tricks and_ devices, 
Easily ensnared, the screen’s hard- 
boiled boy cannot be held by a 
smile, a tear or any of the other 
wiles customarily fatal to picture 
heroes. 

Ann Dvorak, heroine of ‘The 
Crow Roars,’ has to prove herself 
an awfully good sport before’ Mr. 
Cagney hears wedding bells and 
fondly envisions that little band of 
gold. She tries being loyal and 
understanding; that won’t work. 
She switches to ill temper and 
tells Mr. Cagney exactly what she 
thinks of him. He doesn’t care, 
He won't give her the satisfaction 
of an argument. When he’s tired 
of laughing at her, he walks out. 
Miss Dvorak just has to wait and 
hope for the best. She does her 
waiting in unaffectedly sympathetic 


style, well made up and excel- 
lently photographed. 
Joan Blondell finds out what 


happens to opinionated women who 
talked back to Mr. Cagney. They 
are grasped firmly about the neck, 
hustled through an oper door and 
sped along with a_ determined 
shove. But that doesn’t trouble 
Miss Blondell. Too simple and 
direct a person to worry about in- 
jured dignity, she comes back 
scrapping, reading every line with 
the assured characterization that 
brings instant audience response. 


Jungle Heroines Should Worry 


When a heroine goes to Africa 
via a studio process she can afford 
to face danger undaunted. The 
death that lurks in the jungle of 
Tarzan, the Ape Man,’ stays 
thousands of miles away from the 
heroine who is imperiled on @& 
Hollywood set. It's a comfortable 
situation—the necessity of facing 
unencountered, previously recorded 
menace, 

The Cyclopian camera eye is the 
most gruelling reality that threat- 
ens Maureen O'Sullivan, One mo- 
ment it represents an on-rushing 
lion, the next a herd of hippopot- 
ami, yet again the authentic feroc- 
ity of painted savages. Miss 
O’Sullivan—make-up and coiffure 
untroubled by the heat that shriv- 
els souls way down dar in 
Afrique—meets all with a fine, 
brave glance. Fresh from the sport- 
ing hunting crowd back in Eng- 
land, she romps through pestilen- 
tial forests, comforted by the 
knowledge that she can ‘shoot like 
an angel’, 





Just a Home Girl 

Proving the frequently discussed 
theory that ‘Variety’ sobbies are not 
very smart, last week’s Vaudeville 
Percentage Score contained a math- 
ematical error, 

Mayris Chaney (Fox and Chaney) 
Was rated at a measley 69, whereas 
she should have received 79 and top 
position at the State. Excusit please 


Mitzi Steals a March 
Mitzi Green steals the 
from her older associates 





honors 
in ‘Girl 


Crazy.’ That in itself is no great 
distinction, for the ladies never 


amount to much in a Wheeler and 


(Continued on page 71) 

























































































































uncovers a 
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‘Variety’ cheered the customers 
by reporting that there were but 
three more chapters of ‘Patria,’ a 
serial which was pretty terrible 
even in those days but largely 
booked for its title. 


Business was good for Holy Week, 
most houses showing less than $50 
below the previous week. Ascribed 
to the news bulletin boards. When 
they got tired reading war news, 
they dropped into a show. 





Lew Dockstader, the minstrel, was 
playing Oakland, Cal. Mayor threat- 
ened to arrest him if he didn't cut 
out what he considered slighting 
allusions to the Army and Navy 
life. He cut. 


Harry Levan, burlesque come- 
dian, banned from Boston stages for 
one year by the mayor. Didn't like 
some of the jokes and told him to 
keep out of town. 





Merger of film supply houses was 
underway With incorporation papers 
filed in Delaware. 

General Film announced it would 
no longer require block booking of 
product. Glad to book anything. 





‘The Spoilers,’ which had been a 
knockout as a film a couple of years 
before, was being revived. An- 
nounced that it would be rented for 
six months and then put on ice 
arain for another two years. Re- 
made several times since. 


Keystone comedies were in such 
demand that Triangle extended the 
$10 a day rental period by three 
weeks. Those old one-reelers were 
worth more than some of the fea- 
tures, 


John L. Sullivan, the prizefighter, 
incorporated himself as a $60,000 
motion picture company. That was 
as far as it got. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 


‘Clipper’ had a picture of Lillian 
Russell for its front page, but you'd 
never recognize her. Her career 
was still before her. 


Chicago reported that Gustav 
Frohman had gone west and Chas. 
Frohman east, leaving Mare Klaw 


in charge of the midwestern busi- 
ness, 


Tent firm catering to circuses 
had a quarter page telling of cur- 
rent prices. Largest stock round 
top quoted was 70 feet and sold 
for $265. 

Orrin Bros. show, in Mexico 
City, had a blowdown due to the 
weight of snow on the canvas top. 
Top collapsed on the crowd. Dur- 
ing the excitement some one got 
to the ticket wagon for $593. 





Small circus was advertising for 
® ‘chandelier man.’ Job was to keep 
the gasoline flares filled and in 
order. Only the big shows carried 
electrical outfits. 


Coup’s sideshow had a _ horse 
With eight feet but only four legs. 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


One of the franchised RKO producers was threatened into playing an 
act at the Palace, New York, last week, at a loss to himself, and upon 
penalty of being barred from the floor. 

As produced, staged, and cast, the act needed $750 to operate. This 
figure was requested by the owner but he agreed to play three or four 
upstate weeks at a break-in salary of $450. The members of the turn 
accepted cuts and the producer waived both the return of his invest- 
ment and all profit during the tryout time. 

Booking office wanted the act for the Palace before it had completed 
its upstate ‘showing’ salary bookings and managed to have one of the 
break-in weeks cancelled. He then advised the producer that the act 
would play a last half at the Coliseum, New York, and the Palace in- 
stead, but at the same ‘showing’ salary. 
he accepted the ‘showing’ dates at short salary in the 
that the Coliseum, Palace and other first grade houses 
later on at better terms if the act made good upstate. Answer 
the effect that if the producer did not consent to the Coliseum 
Palace substitute dates his acts would no longer be booked by RKO. 

Office then set a regular salary on the act for the rest of the circuit 
following the act’s acceptance of the Palace week, and a distinct hii, at 
the ‘showing’ figure—$450. 





customary belief 
would be played 


and 


Anatol Friedland’s ‘Follow Thru’ tab broke in for Publix last week 





at New Haven for $3,000 and the gross over $18,000. 
house there is the Paramount, a 2,300-seater, fully capable of skipping 
past the $20,000 mark if the inducement is sufficient. 


50% of 


Despite it being Holy Week theatre did heavy business and in mid- 
week looked sure of $20,000, which meant the tab company would draw 
jan extra $1,000 over the guaranteed three grand. If routed Friedland 


| will get $7,000 for his outfit. 





‘are Sam Fox, Fox Films subsid, and Famous Music, Paramount affiliate 





Coup had just bought an elephant 
at auction for $6,600. 





Pat Harris’ museum, Pittsburgh, 
had a cat show. Put it over with 
Prizes for the best essay on cats 
and the best cat conundrum. 


Patrick Sarsfield xilmore, the 
ousa of that day, was given a 
&0ld medal for band concerts at the 


Paris exposition in 1878, five years 
defore, 


At a meeting of the Metropolitan 
Opera House Co., 37 stockholders 
voted to complete the building 








While 14 voted to suspend opera- 
tions ‘until bricks .shall become 
teeaber Figurerd it would cost 
°¢6,000 at current prices. } 


| sever relations. 





Jack Haley and Benny Rubin's salary on their 10 RKO weeks, which 
they start April 9 in Boston, was misquoted. They'll receive 
Couble, an increase of $750 over their last Palace salary. The raise goes 
for the Palace, New York, where they'll repeat for two weeks 
commencing April 23. 


also, 


Martin Beck's denial of the report that he offered Lawrence Goldie of 
the William Morris office a booking job at RKO was correct. Goldie 
received the offer through George Godfrey. 


Joe Penner pulled a gag marathon in New Haven last week. Failure 
of city’s electrical supply threw the Paramount theatre in darkness at 
a matinee. Somebody dug up a flashlight and Penner ad libbed for 40 
minutes. 

As fast as he ran out of gags he dove into the wings, where the bal- 
ance of the ‘Follow Thru’ company gave him a fresh line. 

On their contract for an indie Sunday date at the Verona theatre, 
uptown in New York, Walton and Brand received the following instruc- 
tions in writing: 

‘Kindly report for rehearsal at 11 a. m. 
ton avenue train and get off at llth 
theatre.’ 


sharp. Take I. R. T. Lexing- 
street. Get out and walk to the 


Inside Stufl—Music 











Purchase by Joe Keit of the Davis, Coots & Engel stock, leaving NBC 
without a publishing subsidiary, marks the fourth music house which, 
during the past six months, disengaged itself from the ranks of subsid- 
jiaries and resumed its former standing as indie publishers. The other 
three former subsids, now indies, are DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, 
which got out of the Warner group, and, more recently, Feist and Carl 
Fischer, Ine., which re-purchased its stock from NBC. 

At present there are but five music subsidiaries remaining, three of 
them, Harms, Witmark and Remick, controlled by Warner. Other two 


and owned 50% by Paramount and 50% by Warner Bros. 

Another firm, a small publishing house, which during the fall lost its 
film affiliation, was Universal Music, now Handman & Goodman. Lat- 
ter firm was formerly controlled by Universa] Pictures. 


Bing Crosby affirms Roger Marchetti’s statement that the latter hasn’t 
been collecting from Crosby for almost two months. Both split up in 
late January, when Marchetti received a $15,000 settlement in lieu of a 
$100,000 claim he had as a one-third partner in Bing Crosby, Inc. Mar- 
chetti, Coast lawyer, had organized the corporation with Harry Barris 
and Crosby as the other two equal partners. 

Crosby’s incorporating himself on the Coast came about at the time 
the Three Rhythm Boys were in a jam with both the musicians’ union 
and Abe Frank of the Hotel Ambassador, L. A., for their walkout on the 
Cocoanut Grove. It was Marchetti’s suggestion that the boys incor- 
porate and that he’d handle their legal affairs and other business details 
in return for a 331/3 cut. The $15,000 was eompromised as the value 
of his legal services and Crosby is now the sole owner of his name. 
Everett Crosby, his brother, now handles Bing’s business affairs. 


A name radio singer, oft criticized for using songs which didn’t fit 
him, finally found out where the trouble originated. Orchestra leader on 
his broadcast was continually persuading him to use the songs of one 
publisher, on the theory that the tunes were best suited to him. The 
singer kept giving in. 

Went on for some weeks until the warbler ultimately went to the office 
of the publisher favored by the leader and demanded half of what the 
firm was paying the leader. Publisher denied any payments. Singer 
merely replied that if he didn’t get half he wouldn't deliver any more of 
that company’s songs. Publisher then agreed to give the singer half. 

But the performer has refused to use any more songs recommended 
by the leader and now has a manager who selects all his songs. 





Buddy Rogers’ dodging exploitation on his screen reputation reminds 
of the Roger Wolfe Kahn technique when Otto’s little boy wanted to get 
along on his music alone, sans any other prestige. Similarly Rogers is 
instructing his p. a. and the NBC to soft pedal his screen rep or any- 
thing else, contending that he has an expert musical aggregation for his 
New York hotel. 

Rogers has with him Dillon Ober at the xylo, Arthur Franklin and 
Jeanette Loff, latter from the screen. Rogers is already set for Victor 
records and an NEC wire. 





Jimmie Gillespie’s story on ‘Hot Music,’ chiefly devoted to Paul White- 
man whom Gillespie piloted for seven years, is commented on around 
Broadway for two things. One is the opinion ascribed to the late E. F 
Albee that he wouldn’t pay $900 to any band and have his vaude patror 
listen to 20 minutes of dance music. 

The other element is the plug for Whiteman by Gillespie with t) 
story written at a time when the latter knew he and Whiteman wo 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Writers at the Radio studio are complaining over the manner in 
which a femme magazine writer, recently brought on the lot to do an 
original story, is riding roughshod over their scripts. The writer evie 
dently has the approval of the front office as complaints have gone 
unheeded. 

Affair has reached the point where the femme is reading everything 
written, the scripts evidently being handed to her for her opinion. One 








The producer protested stating | 


was to | 


Publix | 


$4,750 | 


writer was told of suggestions she had made for alteration of a script and 
retorted that if the producer himself didn’t like it he could ‘get another 


For the second time since the first of the year complaints have been 


made to the Detroit Better Business Bureau concerning alleged mislead- 
| ing advertising. Complaints were made that the wording of the Fox 
theatre ads on ‘Hotel Continental’ were ambiguous and misleading due 
to the word ‘Grand’ being played up ahead of the title and just as large. 


| read ‘the GRAND 
|} CONTINENTAL.’ 

B. B. 

theatre to voluntarily change it. 


Wording picture you have been waiting for HOTEL 


B. stated that the advertising was not illegal but asked the Fox 
This was done. 


floor in the New York building for recreational purposes. Each day two 
selected by act as hostesses 
the 

Club quarters is serving for other purposes. 
bility to employees, the space 
newsre 


| Warner Brothers has turned over to Warner Club, Inc., the entire fifth 
| 


girls are 
introduce 


the personnel 
less forward co-eds. 


manager to and 
In between its accessi- 
and background are being turned over to 
for special recordings. Governor Pinchot’s wife was the 
interviewed. 


] peopk 
| first to be so 


| Reported inside of the deal whereby Charles Rogers will make inde« 
pendent product for Paramount is that the pictures are not to cost more 
than $150,000, although a figure of $200,000 has been generally mentioned, 

Par’s deal with the indies is almost identical to the proposed RKO- 
Indie setup. Par will put up half the production cost on delivery of the 
picture, charge 30 percent. for distribution and then split 50-50 on profits 
with the producer. 





Two of Radio’s youthful femme star prospects were assigned to @ 
musical picture. On getting the assignments both girls, who had been 
friends, started to ritz each other and continually cried to studio execs 
that the other was getting more to do in the picture. 

Picture has been previewed and both girls are friends again. 
discovered that their work had been reduced to bits. 


They 





Chicago motion picture equipment manufacturers have turned out a 
new device for printing film and sound simultaneously. In the past 
separate operation was required, or two printings, one for the picture 
and one for sound, 

Machine is the result of three years of experiment and operates auto- 
matically. 


Sharp buying on pictures from the outside by one of the New York 
operators is forcing these distribs to permit ‘sluffing’ of product. Where 
this has occurred they claim they would rather do it than give in to 
demands for low terms handed out for the Broadway play date in 
question. 

In the case of one picture the distrib points to reviews which wone- 
dered why it was kept off Broadway. 


M. C. Levee, Paramount studio manager on the west coast, is staging 
a buffet supper at his Beverly Hills home Saturday night (2) as a means 
of announcing his future plans to the invited trade and lay press, for a 
Monday release. Levee will produce independently. His Par contract 
doesn't expire until June but he leaves April 2. Sam Jaffe succeeds him, 


Real name of Jeanne Fervey, who is to star with Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., in the French version of ‘Local Boy Makes Good’ (WB) is de Filiquier. 
Girl, who is of the Claudette Colbert type but a blonde, is a widow, and 
was traveling in California for pleasure, when she was discovered by 
Baron Valentin Mandelstam. French title will be ‘Athlete Incomplet.’ 





United Artists is changing its campaigns on ‘Sky Devils’ (Hughes), 
selling it as a ‘Cock-Eyed World’ type of yarn rather than as an air 
picture, as it was exploited on a recent New York run. 

Eddie Hitchcock, formerly with Publix, was sent to Rochester and 
Syracuse, N. Y., last week, to handle special campaigns in that direction, 


Despite exhibitor protests and the reductions on equipment by RCA 
Photophone, Western Electric maintains it is standing pat on original 
charges and prices. W. E. men state that as yet the exhibitor committee, 
named at the MPTOA convention in Washington, has not called upon 
them. ; 





Fox and Western Electric recently crossed roads while campaigning 
on educational films in Hartford, Conn, Fox was there first with demon- 
strations, according to the reports of the fray. Western followed and 
the Better Business Bureau investigated because W. E. made the claim 
that it alone had available pictures directly made for the classroom. 

Two independént producers are now east on a deal to make pictures 
this summer at Atlantic City. Local capital figures that if the pictures 
no more than break even, the idea will be beneficial to the resort. 

It’s the local promotion idea tried in many towns. 

Paramount Screen Souvenirs has bought about 200 ft. of film out of the 
‘Damaged Goods’ flicker, owned by Al Dezel, states-righter in Chicago, 

Picture, released shortly after the war, was wanted for a few scenes 
which include Richard, Constance and Joan Bennett. 

Double feature ache is not strictly an American problem. For some 
months it has been worrying English theatremen, and the past few 
weeks it has become a serious problem in Germany as well. 

The same reasons, for and against it, are given all over the world. 
Fox will minimize the dialog in its Magic Carpet series with more foot- 
age devoted to the score. Angle is that more music and less talk make 
it easier to work in silent titles abroad. 

One of the major chains in scorched over evidence that a competitor 
has been instrumental in having building violations slapped on its 
Broadway houses. Latest instance had to do with a marquee stunt. 











Exhibs of eastern Pennsylvania, D. C 
lining Jules Levy, 
nd in Baltimore 


and Virginia are 
in Philadelphia March 2 


. Maryland 
tadio’s new gen. sales mer. 
the following evening. 





— —————— ee 


- has brought its composer, Nilo Menendez, a meagre $400. Southern 
Musie Co., RCA-Victor subsid, publi 


While the tune is pc, 
Hle is pianist 


hes, 
ular its economic returns to Menendez have been 
with the tango band eurrently at the El Garron 


parse 





One of the most popular contemporaneous tangos, ‘Green Eyes,’ thu 


» New York. 
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J. J. Shubert Learns About Chi 
Musician Rules from Jas. Petrillo 





March 28. 


In a mess involving the Shubert 


Chicago, 


and the musicians’ union here last 
week, J. J. Shubert was ordered out 


of his own theatre by Jimmy Te 


trillo, John J. Garrity, Shubert 
local rep, was fired, Maurie Rubin, 
Shubert musical supervisor, left 


town at the suggestion of the same 
Petrillo, and general pandemonium 
let loose around the Shubert offices. 

All because Rubin, arriving here 
with ‘The Blue Mask’ and ‘Every- 
body’s decided to 
his own musicians, apparently dis- 
satisfied with the regular 
outfits. But Rubin reckoned with- 
out Petrillo, who as president of the 


Welcome,’ hire 


house 


union, put in an appearance at the 


Grand where both shows were re- 


hearsing, a couple of days ahead of 
their scheduled openings. 

Petrillo, in his best 
manner, came right to the point 
but evidently Rubin didn’t think 
him convincing enough at first and 
to debate the 


Petrillo thereupon settled that argu- 
ment pronto, declaring the shows 
would not open unless, and at the 
same time told Rubin to scram. It 
was at this cue that J. J. Shubert 
entered on the scene, accompanied 
by Garrity. 
Petrillo as Teacher 

‘What's all the shootin’ for?’ or 
words to that effect, Shubert wanted 
to know. By this time, Petrillo 
was in no mood to argue any fur- 
ther, but J. J. was insistent. So 
much so that Petrillo, with a final 
gesture, told Mr. Shubert to get 
out of his own theatre and stay out 
while rehearsals were on. Shubert 
exploded all over the place, but took 
the exit. What happened after that 
was behind closed doors, with Shu- 
bert taking it out on Garrity and 
telling him he was fired. 

Upon reconsideration, after the 
smoke blew over, Garrity was re- 
instated in Shubert’s good graces. 


style and 


decided question. 


Next day Shubert called up Pe- 
trillo and asked the latter’s per- 


mission to attend the rehearsals at 
the Grand. Petrillo said oke, but 
no more arguments. 

Petrillo accused Rubin and Tom 
Jones, company leader of ‘Every- 
body’s Welcome’ of stirring up the 
whole thing with Shubert backing 
them up. Rubin is understood to 
have returned to New York imme- 
diately, while Jones was left free 
by Petrillo to open his show, but 
not to remain longer than a few 
days after that. Union rules con- 
cerning standard legit house or- 
chestras ard extra pay for stand- 
bys has been in effect right along. 
This is the first time any’ serious 
opposition to those rules has come 
up. 





Horton’s ‘Henry’ Tour 
Los Angeles, March 28. 


Edward Everett Horton producing 
and starring in ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ at the Hollywood Playhouse 
has arranged to take the show to 
San Francisco after the L. A. run 
and from Frisco to Seattle. 

Show will probably go to Frisco 
after one more week. Horton then 
expects to take the show on tour. 

Original New York production of 
the piece was directed by Arthur 
Sircom and is current at the Bijou. 


BECKHARD’S FIRST TRY 


Arthur Beckhardt, concert man- 
ager, makes his debut as a legit 
producer with ‘Another Language,’ 
by Rose Franken. Show, with Beck- 
hard staging, went into rehearsal 
Wednesday (23). 

Principals are Glenn Anders, 
Dorothy Stickney, Margaret Wych- 





erly, Maude Allen. Tryout opening 
about April 18 at the Broadway. 
Play was tried out last summer 


under the title ‘Hallam Wives.’ 





STOCK GAP FILLED 


> 





Open Air Theatre Burns 
in Elmira, Loss $100,000 


Elmira, N. Y., March 28. 
Rorick’s Glen thaatre, here, rated 
among the foremost open air play- 
uses in America, was burned to 
the ground March 22 while firemen 

rvled to get their apparatus 
through snowdrifts to the scene. 
Loss is approximately $100,000. 





Jolson Wisecracks 
Self Into $150,000 


Lawsuit in Phoenix 


Phoenix, March 28. 
Al Jolson and Fox-West Coast are 


named defendants in a suit filed 
Saturday (26) in the U. S. District 
Court here by Hattie L. Mosher, 


prominent Phoenician, who charges 
she was burlesked and ridiculed in a 


scene in Jolson’s revue, ‘Wonder 
Bar,’ when it played here March 18 
last. She is suing for $150,000 dam- 
ages, 

Complaint charges that “in caba- 
ret scene in Jolson’s revue there ap- 
peared @ woman character, repre- 
senting old woman, ill clad, dirty, 
slovenly, that could ordinarily rep- 
resent a pauper, beggar or person 
of filthy habits and clothing, un- 
kempt and repulsive to ordinary 
persons, that character so made 
up .. . came onto the stage and 
that Jolson wilfully, maliciously and 
premeditatedly and with intention 
to injure her good name and stand- 


ing among her friends and ac- 
quaintances in Phoenix, many of 


whom were in the audience, spoke 
of and concerning the plaintiff with 
reference to that character so made 
up and that was coming on stage 
and within vision of the public au- 
dience exclaimed, ‘Here comes Hat- 
tie Mosher.’ ” 

Plaintif€ is an odd character here. 
She is frequently engaged in suits 
with the city of Phoenix over her 
property. 

Jolson wise-cracked about her in 
show because he knew she was 
widely known through the publicity 
given to her legal battles. 

Plaintiff wants $100,000 allegedly 
for humiliation and an additional 
$50,000 for alleged harm done her 
credit and financial standing. 





Woodward Set for 10 
Weeks Stock, Cincy Cox 


Cincinnati, March 28. 
The Cox reopens Saturday (2) for 
10 weeks of stock under direction 
of O. D. Woodward, with Clinton 
Tustin as manager, both of whom 
served in similar capacities with 
National Players in three successful 
seasons of from 36 to 40 weeks at 
this house in 1926-29. Theatre 
seats 1,333 and will have $1 top. 
Management is dickcring with union 
to operate without an orchestra. 
Cast includes Mary Newton and 
Emmett Vogan, returning as leads; 
Alice Ann Baker, Richard Irving and 
Freddie Sherman, who also appeared 
here previously; Eva Lang, Duane 
Thompson, Jack Marvin, Frank 
Jakuet and J. William Lucas. 





London Revue Halted 


The British labor permit situa- 
tion abroad is holding up casting 
for the Oscar Hammerstein-Jerome 
Kern musical which George Gros- 
smith will do at the Drury Lane, 
London. 

Book has four or five parts that 
necessitates the use of American 
actors. Grossmith is awaiting an 
opinion from the British labor bu- 
reau. 





Rose Seeks Moran-Mack 
Los Angeles, March 28. 
Billy Rose is dickering with Mo- 
ran and Mack for his new revue 
Which he plans to stage as a sum- 





Cincinnati, March 28. 
oO. D. Woodward, who closed his 
company at the Orpheum, Kansas 
City, is lining up a troup for the 
Cox theatre. 
Arthur Casey, who also operated 


mer show. 
Mack is currently under contract 
Mack Sennett for one feature 


teamed with W. C. 
who was originally 


Fields. Moran, 
in the pictur 





here, 
reported trying to start in again in 
Buffala. N. Y. 


but closed down recently, is 


with 


‘ture has been on the 


{six months, but hasn't 


‘Hypnotized, in which he will be 


Mack, dropped from the cast. 
fire for 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Foreign Affairs’ (Kamsler- 
Fuller), Avon. ee 

‘Another Language’ 
hard), Fisk Bldg. 


(Beck- 


‘Truth About Blayds’ (Mc- 
Clintic), Belasco. 

‘Take My Tip’ (Hilliard), 
48th. 


‘Merry Go Round’ (Traube- 


Hart), Union Church. 

‘Tree’ (Marion), Union 
Church. 

‘Growing Pains’ (Mills), 
Union Church. 

‘Whiskey Blanc’ (Mills), 
Union Church. 

‘House Warming’ (Ann 
Ayres), Mansfield. 

‘Croon Prince’ (Morrissey- 
Sanford), Carroll. 

‘Angels Don’t Kiss’ (Dal- 


zell), Lyceum. 

‘No Longer Children’ (Brady, 
Jr.), Booth. 

‘Blackberries’ (Rudnick), 
Liberty. 

‘50,000,000 Frenchmen’ (Tab) 
Rubien-Demilt), Vanderbilt. 


PLAY SALES ON 
P.C. INCREASE 


Tendency to sell screen rights to 
legit shows on a percentage basis 
has been given impetus this sea- 
While the number so sold is 
only three, in view of the fact that 
in previous seasons many more 
shows have been sold but never 
more than one a season On percent- 
age, it is fc": that within the next 
two or three legit seasons the cus- 
tom will make headway. 


Advance in the number of per- 
centagers this season is supposed to 














son. 


tie in with the lower prices film 
producers are paying for stage 
plays. 


3 Sold This Season 


Of the three shows sold under 
sharing arrangements this season 
two are reported being ‘Brief Mo- 
ment’ and ‘Counsellor At Law’ 
which Columbia and Universal 
took respectively. In view of the 
claimed high price obtained for 
‘Law’, even though the services as 
adapter of Elmer Rice are included, 
feeling is that the percentage basis 
was invoked. This is held to mean 
that the claimed price may actually 
represent the sum guaranteed Rice 
and Joseph Bickerton, Jr.. who co- 
produced the play, as their mini- 
mum for the property, but that they 
would receive more should the pic- 
ture be a large grosser. 

General percentage arrangement 
will be, it is believed, that the legit 
producer and playwright will share 
in grosses after negative cost has 
been covered by the film. Likewise 
it is felt the legit end of the deal 
may be given a minimum guarantee. 
One show previously sold on per- 
centage was the musical ‘Rain or 
Shine’ which Columbia also pur- 
chased two seasons ago. 


Forbes Play for B’way 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Ruth Chatterton’s coast company 
of ‘Counsel’s Opinion’ will be taken 
to New York if the play shows any 
strength with western audiences. 
Piece has its opening in Santa 
Barbara Friday (1), then going 
to San Francisco and later Los 
Angeles. Miss Chatterton expects 
eight weeks on the coast. Her hus- 
band, Ralph Forbes, heads the cast, 
the actress not playing but direct- 
ing the production. 








McINTOSH NOT DEAD 
Los Angeles, March 28. 

Burr McIntosh asks that it be 
stated he is still alive, healthy and 
active. A persistent report that he 
is dead has been going around for 
some time. 

Veteran legit is now doing radio 
work out here, broadcasting regu- 
larly over KFWB. 





A. C. Apollo Lights 


Atlantic City, March 28. 
The Apollo, closed since last Sep- 
tember, is to reopen next Monday 
with ‘Dilly Dally,’ a two-a-day mu- 
sical concoction at popular prices. 
Future policy of the house is as 
yet undecided. Lex Carlin resumes 





started yet. 


managership. 











‘SIMON, SIRCOM JOIN FOR 


2-WK. SUBURBAN STOCK 


Bernard Simon, p. a. for Mac- 
Gowan & Reed, makes his debut as 
a manager with a summer stock 
company at Mt. Kisco, N._ Y. 
Simon’s house will be half of a two 
week booking in combo with Arthur 
Sircom, who will run the Millbrook 
theatre, Millbrook, Dutchess county, 





N. ¥. Opening date is June 13. 
Simon & Sircom will do ten 

shows, of which two will be new, 

others Broadway standards. All 


shows will be staged by Sircom at 
the Mt. Kisco house and then play 
a week each at the two theatres. 


Show Shortage Cutting 
Cleveland Season to 
Shortest in History 


Cleveland, March 28. 
Shortage in legit bookings caused 
Loew's Ohio to fold up last week, 


the earliest closing in the house's 
history. Same reason threatens to 
shut down the Hanna, town’s other 
legit theatre, which has only one 
advance booking—and that’s in- 
definite. Situation is unprecedented, 
since both houses are usually open 
until May, but scarcity of plays is 
accomplishing what poor grosses 
failed to do here. 

‘Band Wagon’ is booked by Ohio 
for April 18, but may not last that 
far due to road costs. William A. 
Gray, manager, became so pessim- 
istic about future that he packed 
his trunks, locked theatre’s office 
and expects to spend rest of the 
season idling in the Lambs’ Club. 

‘Crazy Quilt’ has been tentatively 
slated for Hanna, which has no 
other bookings, but Billy Rose's de- 
mands for a guarantee may hold it 
up. Counter proposition made by 
Ansley Whittendale, house mana- 
ger, has drawn a dead-lock to-date. 

Two legit houses have suffered 
worst seasons of their careers in 
the number of dark weeks. Since 
September, 1931, Loew’s Ohio has 
had its doors shut 11 weeks, while 
rival theatre had its curtain down 
ten weeks. Both are now planning 
to put in stock. 

Show situation here is being given 
another set-back by decision of city 
officials not to rent Public Auditor- 
ium, which includes two theatres, to 
any commercial theatrical attrac- 
tion. Former administration had a 
more elastic policy, but drew the 
fire of theatre managers who 
squawked about unfair competition. 
Only amateur shows and concerts 
allowed under new rule, which is 
preventing booking of George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ there. White's 
manager is pulling strings to get 
the 3,000-seat Music Hall of the 
Public Auditorium, instead of tak- 
ing the 1,492-seat Hanna, but hasn't 
connected so far. 











Cameo, J. C., Survives 
Of Skouras’ 5 Stocks 


Week circuit of stock recently 
formed by Skouras out of five of 
their New Jersey houses has been 
abandoned, while the Cameo, Jersey 
City, becomes a permanent week 
stand. House opened yesterday (28) 
with ‘Dracula’ to be followed by 
‘Brothers.’ 

Troupe is the same that was play- 
ing the five theatres. 

The other four houses in the 
circuit have reverted to a straight 
film policy. 





Leslie’s Threesome 


Returning to legit producing 
after a couple of years’ inactivity, 
Lew Leslie is working on three 
propositions. First is a revival of 
his ‘International Revue’ for the 
road only, with a Chicago summer 
run hoped for. 

Another ‘Blackbirds’ for New 
York is on Leslie’s mind. Mean- 
while, he’s trying to arrange a trip 
for the present road ‘Blackbirds’ to 
London. 





Jean Arthur in Legit 


Jean Arthur is the latest addition 
to ‘Foreign Affairs,’ Continental 
comedy in rehearsal for Ben Kam- 
sler and Lester Fuller. Others in 
the cast are Dorothy Gish, Osgood 
Perkins and Henry Hull. 

Play goes into the Avon theatre 
April 11, opening cold. Sets are be- 
ing made by Albert Johnson, with 
direction in the hands of Lester 





Fuller, 





MUSICAL STARS 
SALARIES EBR 


This season is going down on the 
books as the worst since the War 
for 





names’ salary in the musical 


On Broadway 
at present only three musical leads 
are drawing more than $2,000. Two 
of them, Bert Lahr and Lupe Valez 
are in the same show, ‘Hot Cha’ 
and the third is Will Mahoney of 
‘Vanities.’ Latter, drawing $3,000 
is the highest salaried musical play- 
er on the street, despite taking a 
25% cut with the rest of the Car. 
roll cast. 

On top of the short salaries in 
comparison with those of the recent 
past, there is an acute scarcity of 
jobs. Current number of musicals 
on Broadway is six, extremely low, 

Top salary in each of the current 
musicals and the player drawing it 
are: 

‘Cat and Fiddle’—$750 (Eddie Foy, 
Jr.). 

‘Face the Music’—$1,500 (J. Har- 
old Murray). 

‘Hot Cha’—$2,500 (Bert Lahr). 

‘Laugh Parade’—$650 (Jeanne 
Aubert). 

‘Of Thee I 
Gaxton). 

‘Vanities’-—$3,000 (Will Mahoney). 

Those $4,000 and $5,000 figures for 
musical leads are strictly of the 
past. Ed Wynn was charging off 
$5,000 a week for himself from 
‘Laugh Parade’ for awhile, but rates 
as a producer, with his acting re- 
muneration most likely guided by 
the grosses and not along set salary 
lines. 


shows and revues, 


Sing’—$1,250 (Billy 


MORRISSEY REVUE MAY 
GO INTO THE CARROLL 


‘The Croon Prince,’ Will Morris- 
sey’s musical, first called ‘The 
Crooner,’ may be spotted in the Car- 
roll. Report is that downtown in- 
terests in control of the house since 
Earl Carroll was dispossessed after 
a rent dispute, are in some way in- 
terested in the show. 

Equity stopped rehearsals twice 
because the salary guarantee had 
not been provided for. Last week 





Arthur Dickinson deposited col- 
lateral with Equity covering two 
weeks’ salary totaling $7,500. 


Equity, however asked for a more 
satisfactory guarantee as the secur- 
ities are not listed on the exchange. 
Promise to adjust the matter was 
made. 

Possible cast additions to the 
‘Prince’ are Jack Osterman and 
Jean Malin. 


Hub All Dark 


Boston, March 28. 

Holy Week kept all Boston’s legit 
theatres dark. This week the Bos- 
tonians open in the Boston Opera 
house with ‘New Moon,’ and plan to 
present a 10 weeks’ repertory of 
operettas. 

Within the fortnight all the legits 
will be housing some kind of an 
attraction. 

If Booth Had Missed,’ Shubert, 
opens tonight. ‘Hay Fever,’ Plym- 
outh, opens tonight. ‘Shanghal 
Gesture’ opened Saturday. ‘The 
Devil Passes,’ Colonial, opens to- 
night. ‘New Moon,’ Opera house, 
opens Wednesday evening. 





Coast Musical 
Hollywood, March 28. 

Clinton Lewis and Larry Warner, 
indie picture producers, are taking 
a flier in legit to produce ‘Hells 
Holiday,’ musical, 

Book and lyrics were written by 
Lewis and Gene Johnston did = 
tunes. Margie De Haven and Car 
ter De Haven, Jr., are in the = 
also Betty Mack and Al and is 
Bridge. Production will probably 
at the Mayan. 


SCENARIST SELLS PLAY 
Hollywood, March 28. 

Thompson Burtis, here to write 
a screen story around Madison 
Square Garden for Charles fh. 
Rogers, has ‘Aces Down’ set for 
Broadway showing in the fall. 

Play will be produced by Rolané 
Stebbins. The deal was close 
since he came here from New Yor 
two weeks ago. 


—- 
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Los Angeles, March 28, 

Closing of the Wilbur-Hockwa.d 
stock company at the Music Box 
and the stock venture of Charles 
Schruth at the Orange Grove, after 
poth had struggled through six 
weeks of no business, about puts 
the finishing touches to the two- 
for-one and service charge passes 
in Los Angeles. 

Both theatres figured to make a 
profit on the throwaway tickets and 
gave them freely to every store and 
restaurant in the city. The amount 
of effort, raw paper and printer's 
ink that was wasted can be judged 
when the gross of both houses never 
topped $350 on any week during 
their operation. 


Some Fun 


Winthrop Ames, who owns 
the Little theatre, New York, 
has given the cast of ‘Left 
Bank’ permission to do any- 
thing they like to thir dress- 
ing rooms the night the show 
closes. Reason is that the 
house is to be torn down fol- 


lowing this run. New York 
‘Times’ takes over property 
May 1. 

Same thing has occurred at 
other legit houses when the 
theatre was to be razed, 


players having jolly times giv- 
ing the building wreckers a 
head start. It’s getting to be 
an old theatrical custom. 





Pumped Dry 

Service pass scheme here has 
been worked to death with every 
producer who figured he had a play 
to sell for pictures feeling that he 
could at least get an audience 
sufficient to impress picture pro- 
ducers via throwaway passes. Prac- 
tically every house in town with the 
exception of the El Capitan and 
Belasco have used the pass sys- 
tem. 

Last week of the Wilbur-Hock- 
wald company saw a couple of light 
riots at the b. 0. when so many pass 
holders showed up at the theatre it 
was impossible to accommodate 
them. Audience came back subse- 
quent evening with the crowd still 
over capacity. Coppers were finally 
called: in to quell disorder when 
they discovered they were going to 
a eased out of using their Oak- 

es. 


Couthoui Tax Defeat 
Blow to Chi Brokers 


Chicago, Maren 25. 

Local ticket brokers took it on 
tlie chin when the U. S. Supreme 
Court refused to review ihe claims 
of Florence Couthoui, Inc., for a re- 
fund of federal tax assements of 
$167,606 on the sale of theatre 
tickets, 

Couthoui started action some time 
ago for a rebate of all taxes paid 
on ticket sales from October 31, 
1926 to October 1, 1930, charging 
the revenue acts governing these 
taxes unconstitutional. Law  (ro- 
vides a tax of 5% on everything 
over the established price of tickets 
up to 75c and a tax of 50 percent 
on the excess price when it ex- 
ceeds 75c over the established price. 
Object is to prevent scalping. 

Lower couris held that the tax 
acts were made in the best inter- 
€s:s of the public and now the ae- 
on of the Supreme court aflirmed 
that ruling. Blow is a heavy one 
to all the ticket brokers here, who 
were relying on the higi.er court 
to reverse the decision. 








+ 
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MURRAY, GAITES 


| 
|Greneker Out Till Sept. in | 
Slash That Halves Oper- 
ating Nut—Effective This 


erty—Only Skeleton Book- 
ing and Press 





SAME FOR KEY TOWNS 


Suspension of the Shubert produc- 
| tion department has been ordered by 





the receivers for the Shubert Thea- 








Mande Adams er Dew | 





On Coast; Cancel Dates 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
With business oft on its western 
tour, the Maude Adams-Otis Skin- 
ner ‘Merchant of Venice’ company 
48 cancelled most of its one night 
Stands in California and wili cut its 
com eee stay at the Biltmore 
one week to three days. 


an etside of L. A., only San Diego 
me Long Beach will be played. 
Sth are one nighters. San Ber- 





aetdino, Pasadena, Redlands and 
hon Barbara have be¢« n scrate hea | 
Of the itinerary, 

Long Beach, Calif, March 28. 
annrnins legit for the day, Milt 
= pow associated in the operation | 
_ S€veral of his houses with Fox- | 
West c | 
Adams-Otis Skinner 
enice’ at the 
huny auditorium 


‘Merchant of 


April 6. 


Matinee and night shows at $2.50 | Equity 
and 
for ‘Pleasure Bound’ two years ago. 


4nd $3 top respectively. 


First pro- 
fesh show in the 


new hall, 


week in 
oast, will present the Maude j i 


new Long Beach | money as counsel fees, 
‘!services were rendered during the | 


Shuberts Dump 
Legit Scripts 
Into Hollywood 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Circumstances of Shubert 
ventures has caused a heavy cater- 
ing to studios to buy film rights of 
all productions owned by the broth- 
ers. Lee Shubert and C. Fiske, rep- 
resentative of the Irving Trust and 
co-receiver with Shubert, are push- 
ing the sale of over 400 scripts of 
all types on which they own part or 
all of the film rights. 

Alfred J. Cohen, of the Lamson & 
Pelton agency, is handling the stu- 
dio end. List comprises musicals, 
dramas, comedies and anything that 
might be picture material, This is 
the first time the brothers have se- 
riously concentrated on getting big 
film money. 


the 





Sparks Turns Tables on 
Studio That Sues Him 


Robert Sparks, young legit pro- 
ducer who acted as counsel for him- 
self Tuesday (22) in defense of a 
suit brought against him by Carlos 
Studios, won a victory. Sparks not 
only defeated the attempt to get 
judgment against him, but also was 
given judgment against the plaintiff. 

Carlos brought Sparks into court 
on the claim he had not paid for a 
set supposedly built to his 
for his recent production, ‘Inspector 
Henderson.’ Sparks had made a 
down payment on the set and the 
decision means that not only is he 
held not responsible for the amount 
the studio claimed but that he in- 
stead is to be returned his advance. 

Decision was rendered Thursday 
(24) having been reserved two days. 


‘Death’ Hits Trail 


Hollywood, March 28. 

George Wintz will motorize his 
‘Death Takes a Holiday’ company, 
now in its fourth week at the Chi- 
cago Playhouse, following its run 
there. 

William B. McCurdy, back from a 
22.000 mile gas trip ahead of ‘The 
Apple Cart,’ will go ahead of the 
Wintz aggregation. Tour will be 
held to states north of the Mason- 
Dixon line. 


SUCCSSFUL DEFENSE 

Jack Pearl got the decision in 
Municipal Court, New York, 
Paul N. Turner's 


last 
suit 


against the Dutch comic for $1,900. 


sued for the 
He claimed 


Turner, a lawyer, 


between Pearl 
over @ contract 


arbitration 


the Shuberts 


order | 


tre Corp., effective this week. That 
is accomplished by the curtailment 
to skeleton proportions of the book- 
ing and publicity departments, the 
head of which have been told to 
take a long rest. 

Whether the move will prove the 
start of the disintegration of the 
Shubert organization depends on the 
court’s granting or denial of the ap- 
plication of the receivers to con- 


tinue the receivership into next sea- 
son—about five months away. Rul- 
ing is expected tomorrow (30). 

With Lee Shubert promising to 
provide the funds for productions 
tentatively dated for next autumn 
showing, a plan favored by a ma- 
jority of the creditors, it seems 
likely that the receivership exten- 
sion will be granted in the hope that 
the creditors will get a better set- 
tlement than if liquidation were or- 
dered by the court. 

But if the extension is granted, 
the receivers will proceed in the 
most economical manner. Those ex- 
ecutives told to take the air for 
about six months or perhaps per- 
manently, will cut the operating nut 
of the Shubert office by 50%, clerks 
in the various departments also be- 
ing dismissed. That on top of sal- 
ary cuts in the past few months, 
the let-outs go glumly into enforced 


vacations. Out-of-town Shubert 
people also out, with no salaries 
continuing in Chicago, Boston or 


Philadelphia. One department head 
was reported having had his salary 
cut so much that he is down to the 
same figure he received when join- 
ing the Shuberts 15 years ago. 


Old Timers Let Out 


Jules Murry head of the booking 
department goes off the payroll. 
So does Joseph Gaites in charge of 
production and his aide, Carl Hunt. 
c. P. Greneker, the Shubert press 
agent also is out for an indefinite 
rest, that going too for Romaine 
Simmons of the production end. 

Only head of departments retained 
is David Finestone, in charge of 
theatres. Ira Helstein, the firm’s 
auditor, is reported staying on to 
handle the Shubert personal finan- 
cial matters. Elias Weinstock, 
Murry’s assistant, will handle what 
bookings there are, while one or two 
people will be in the press depart- 
ment, The warehouse is closed with 
only a watchman in charge. Wat- 
son Barrett in charge of settings 
for musicals and Rolo Wayne who 
handled the scenery and effects for 


| 
Week—Simmons at _ 


Depart- | 
| ments Left to Carry On | 
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STAFF UPHEAVA 





(Shubert Bondholders Ask Probe: 





Cite J. J's $1 Apartment Lease, 
Say Bros. Lost Little in Crash 





Their Own Rumor 





Milt Raison, p.a. for ‘War- 
rior’s Husband,’ and Jimmy 
Cannon, the ‘World-Teley’s’ 


Broadway man, are spreading 
the rumor that they are writ- 


ing a hit play. 
Both boys are president of 
the Five O’Clock Club, which 


meets in Milt’s office at six. 


WRITERS BAND 
TO PRODUCE 
OWN PLAYS 











Unit system of production, some- 
what similar to the method used in 
film producing, will be put in force 
next fall by a producers’ group now 
being formed by a number of 
Broadway playwrights. Authors 
themselves will be their own pro- 
ducers, Elmer Rice, Mare Connelly, 
Edward Childs Carpenter and others 
being concerned. 

Principal reason for the organiz- 
ing of the dramatists is that under 
the present circumstances’ they 
foresee only a handful of well- 
rated producers active next season 
and they propose as a precaution 
to be ready to produce themselves. 
Past season has seen but a few of 
the normally active producers func- 
tioning and hence the writer-man- 
agers. 

Joseph Bickerton, Jr., arbiter of 
the Authors League, is forming the 
group. Outfit will be more a feder- 
ation than anything else, in that 
there will be no strict corporation 
lines or the usual arrangements that 
go with incorporation. 

Unit system will come in with 
each playwright acting as the man- 
ager of his own play, responsible in 
the main for his own financing. 
While others in the group may share 
in the backing this development will 
be up to individuals. 

An additional purpose of the or- 
ganization is to reduce production 
costs. Hence it is felt that by the 
expected volume of production the 
group will be responsible for will 
enable the outfit to get lower rates, 
through the collective business. 

Authors’ production group is the 
second legit organization to go after 
production costs, seven legit man- 
agers having recently banded to- 
gether for that purpose. 

While Elmer Rice was the only 
writer of the group to produce his 
own shows this season, several 
others are now doing that, including 
Hale Francisco and Erie Mills. 





Revue ‘Sacred Concert’ 
Hookup in B’way Test 


Oakes, producing ‘Dilly 
Dally,’ currently rehearsing at the 


Percy 





(Continued on page 59) | 
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JOLSON $30,000 IN L.A., 
WILL DO HECHT FILM 











} —_—_—— 


March 28. 





Los Angeles, 
| One week in San Francisco, fol- | 
lowing the current single week at 
ithe Biltmore here, will end the road 
on of ‘Wonder Bar’ with 


pany returned to New York. 


com- 
Jolson 


opening last night, Sunday (27) 
brought $5,361 at $5.50 scale. That's 


an average week’s gross out here | 
Expect close to $30,000 on week. 

Jolson will remain on Coast to do | 
new Ben Hecht original which re- 
places intended ‘Sons o’ Guns’ ver- | 
sion, 


Gaiety, plans to test the Sunday 
ban on legit shows by producing his 
show along vaudeville revue lines 
so that, a la the Lou Holtz show, 
he may qualify for Sundays, 

Show will feature Charles Ray, 
Patsy Ruth Miller and Jed Dooley, 
with the lyrics by Billy Heagney. 
Jack Mills Music will publish the 
score, Oakes plans to open the 
revue in Atlantic City April 3. 





B’way Via London 

Next production for Bela Blau, an 
American negro play titled ‘Cock o’ 
the Walk,’ will get its first showing 
in London, opening there some time 
in June, Paul Robeson will prob- 
ably play the lead, and come with 
the play to Broadwa y for a showir g 
after the London season, | 


+ 


Decision by the court as to the 
extension of the receivership of the 
Shubert Theatre Corporation on the 
basis of Lee Shubert financing the 
business to the extent of $300,000, 
is expected to be handed down 
March 30. At that time Judge Fran- 
Coffey may also rule on the 
petition of the independent bond- 
holders’ committee for an investiga- 


cis 


tion of the corporation since its 
inception in 1924, 

The petitioners represented by 
Charles H. Hyde as counsel, have 


put forth 21 reasons why the Shu- 
berts should be investigated and 
the books audited by accountants 
not associated with the Shubert ore 
ganization or its banking connec- 
tions. Many of the points which 
puzzled the indie debenture holders 
are explained in answering affidae 
vits filed by Charles Fisk, acting 
receiver for the Irving Trust, Wil- 
liam P. Phillips, formerly of J. & 
W. Seligman & Co., who marketed 
the bonds, and John F. Waters, 
formerly comptroller of the Shubert 
corporation, and at present engaged 
as aid to Mr. Fisk. 


J. J.’s $1 a Year Lease 
Some interesting points are 
brought out, not the least being a 
detail in the matter of the Central 


Theatre at Broadway and 47th 
street, corporately known as the 
Jason Building company. The top 


floor was fitted up as an apartment 
for J. J. Shubert, who has a lifetime 
lease on it at $1 per year (too noisy 
and now he resides atop the Sardi 
building on West 44th street). The 
Central was sold to the corporation 
by the Shuberts, bought back by the 
Trebuhs Realty Co. (owned by the 
Shuberts) and resold to the cor- 
poration at a profit of $50,000 within 
one year, the petitioners declare. 
Mr. Fisk touching on the trans- 
action stated there ‘was no evidence 
that other like situations existing 
which are not shown on the books.’ 
In buying back the property, the 
Shuberts or their realty arm gave 
the corporation notes _ totaling 
$900,000. There is a $700,000 mort- 
gage and the balance of $1,750,000, 
at which the site was valued was 
paid in cash, the corporation can- 
celling the notes when the trans- 
action was reversed. The petition 
puts it: ‘The difference between 
their (Shuberts) cash payments by 
and to themselves, rather than have 
the corporation make the profit 
which would have accrued had the 
notes been paid.” Yet it appears 
that the books of the corporation 
showed a profit of $443,566 on the 
Central sale back to the Shuberts, 
That indicates merely a book reap- 
praisal of the property, bondholders 
argue. Petition claims the Cen ral is 
carried on the books as representing 
a corporation equity of $668,802, 
although its total cost was only 
$827,487 and there are now mort- 
gages amounting to $1,225,000. 
Round Trip Sales 


Mr. Phillips in explaining the 
Central transactions stated that 
about a year after the Shuberts 
bought back the Central William 
Fox proposed to purchase the prop- 
erty and also the abutting Green- 
wich bank building with the idea of 
building a ‘super-Roxy theatre.’ At 
a directors meeting, he said, Lee 
Shubert announced the sale to Fox 
had virtually been clinched, but is 
quoted as saying that as he and his 


brother might sometime be criti- 
cized for the profit they seemed 
certain to be about to make, he 


asked the reaction of the directors. 
Latter felt that ‘it would be better 
for the corporation to reacquire the 
property and itself make the profit 
upon the proposed sale to Mr. lox’ 
company,’ 

When the corporation was organ- 
ized in 1924 150,000 shares of 
were issued to Lee and J. J. Shubert 


stock 





and their attorney William Klein, 
the last named getting 13,870 shares. 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Bondholders Ask Probe 





(Continued from page 57) 


At the time of the receivership the 
trio had but 54,390 shares among | 
them and the petition charges that | 
‘the burden has been passed to the 
public with slight if any loss to 
those responsible for the creation 

] iniza- 


| 


| 


and management of the org 


Meehan Stock Pool 
why in 1930 
2,800 | 


asks 
paying | 


The petition 
the corporation bought in 
of Shubert stock 
$131,388 at a time when the operat- 
ing deficit on the year was $1,231,- 
108 and the net value of the cor- 
poration had shrunk to $2,990,843. 
It was particularly anxious to learn 
about the corporation going into a 
100.000-share pool with a_ stock 
brokerage house. 

Mr. Phillips explains that opera- 
tion. Early in the fiscal year of | 
1928-29 there were 185,000 shares of 
Shubert stock in the hands of the 
public and the market was in con- 
dition to absorb additional Shubert | 
The directors thought it | 
wise to increase the corporation’s 
cash resources and 25,000 additional 
shares were sold on the New York 
Stock Exchange at an average price 
of $74.18, netting $1,854,000. The 
board later authorized additional 
stock which added to 40,000-shares 
unissued amounted to 100,000 shares. 
Idea was to sell that stock and re- 
tire the debenture bonds totaling 
about $7,000,000, a policy followed 
by other corporations. 

The Seligmans did not care to 
enter into the deal whereupon a 
plan was arranged with M. J. 
Meehan to market the 100,000 
shares. Upon a 90-day option to 
buy the stock at $60 a share, he 
proposed to form a 25,000-share ac- 


shares 








stock. 


count, with the corporation re- 
quired to take a 25% _ interest. 


Phillips claims the purpose of the 
pool was to stabilize the market as 
an aid in disposing of the 100,000 
shares. Meehan was at first suc- 
cessful in selling some stock, but 
adverse conditions arose and the 
operation was a failure so that 
none of the 100,000 shares was dis- 
posed of. On the eve of the 1929 
panic the account was wound up 
and the corporation had to take 
over its 25% interest, which at the 
time appears to have been 2,800 
shares bought in at $46.75 a share. 


Values and Bookkeeping 


The petition contends that in the 
sale of properties owned by the 
Shuberts to the corporation at the 
time of organization, no individual 
appraisals had been made but prop- 
erties were turned over as a lump 
in return for stock and debenture 
bonds. It is claimed that when the 
formation of the corporation was 
being considered, ‘to cover excess of 
appraisal value over book value,’ 
increases were made in real estate 
and theatres to the amount of $2,- 
234,814 and in another item of 
$1,500,000 or a total of $3,734,814. 

Write-offs in values of assets 
have been put down as totaling 
$5,582,925 since the corporation 
was formed. The petition states: 
‘As the depression did not come 
until the fall of 1929 there is noth- 
ing to indicate the necessity to 
write down values of property, for 
the company was apparently mak- 
ing money and actually paying 
dividends.’ Also it is claimed that 
after examining the various annual 
statements a total of $3,629,756 is 
unaccounted for or never satisfac- 
torily explained, 


Accounting as an Art 


Mr. Waters, the expert account- 
ant, thinks quite differently about 
that. He stated: ‘No one familiar 
with the keeping of corporate books 
or with the work done by public ac- 
countants before certifying corpor- 
ate balance sheets and income ac- 
counts could justifiably entertain 
the thought that $3,629,756 could 
have mysteriously disappeared from 
the accounts between 1927 and 
1931. Without intending any per- 
sonal criticism of members of the 
Independent Protective Committee, 
I am inclined to think they must 
be unfamiliar with the elementary 
principles of accounting.’ 

He said the computation of the 
petitioners starts nowhere and ends 
nowhere, since they assumed that 
all the income was in the nature of 
cash whereas the books were kept 
on an accrual basis. 

He further pointed out that the 





| ‘such 


went to acquire new assets or to 
discharge capital liabilities, so that 
expenditures were not re- 
flected in the income and expense 
accounts at all.’ In a simple com- 
putation be indicated how the bal- 
ance to be accounted for was ac- 
tually $962,946, and to explain that 


it was necessary to translate the 
books from an accrual basis to a 
cash receipts and disbursements 
basis. Mr. Waters, who was men- 
tioned as having been appointed 
comptroller by the Seligmans, 
istated he had no knowledge that 
that was so. He further said 
that if the audit asked for was or- 
dered, adjustments made would 
mean.nothing more than an ‘ac- 
counting stunt.’ In the contract 
with the Seligmans the bankers 


are given the preemptory right to 
h_...dle the financing of the corpora- 
tion for 20 years. The petition 


| avers: 


Examine Responsibility 


‘The 6% gold debentures of the 
Shubert Theatre Corporation were 
issued and sold upon representa- 


tions as to assets set forth in pub- 
lished statements (mention of 104 
theatres was in one) vouched for 
by J. & W. Seligman & Co., and 
the Equitable Trust (succeeded by 
the Chase Securities Co.). If these 
statements were not true, then not 
only the officers of the corporation 
should be held responsible, but the 
sponsors of them should be held 
strictly to account.’ 

However, Mr. Fisk, who ex- 
plained that the Irving Trust does 
not pretend to have examined in 
detail all of the facts connected 
with the original organization of 
the corporation, said: ‘My expe- 
rience with the business and rec- 
ords of the corporation leads me 
to the belief that Lee and J. J. 
Shubert have not only not at- 
tempted to benefit at its expense, 
but have freely and perhaps from 
their own standpoint, unwisely, lent 
their personal credit in aid of the 
corporation’s obligations in many 
instances, with the result that at 
the present time they are likely to 
be left with the responsibility for 
a substantial amount of the cor- 
poration’s debts.’ 

An imposing array of counsel fig- 
ures in the Shubert matter. Cravath, 
de Gersdorff, Swaine & Wood are 
attorneys for the receivers and also 
the Seligmans; the four committees 
are represented by Rushmore, Bis- 
bee & Stern; Chadbourne, Hunt, 
Jaeckel & Brown; Rosenberg, Gold- 
mark & Colin; Ducasse, Parsons 
& Gotham. Latter firm has been 
retained by the indie bondholders’ 
committee, 


FUTURE PLAYS 


‘Sock,’ a play with music, is being 
done for James Barton, under the 
sponsorship of Al Wilson. 

‘Growing Pains,’ by Eric Mills, is 
being readied by Mr. Mills and 
Marga La Ruba, the latter also go- 
ing into the cast, which also in- 
cludes Leonard Willey and E, Ed- 
win Brandt. Due in week of April 
11. Part of the receipts will be do- 
nated the Actors’ Dinner Club. 
‘Truth About Blayds,’ comedy by 
A. A. Milne, first produced in 1922 
by Winthrop Ames, is being revived 
by Guthrie McClintic. O. P. Heggie, 
lead in the original, repating. 
‘Number 179,’ formerly ‘Brown- 
stone,’ by Lou Levenson, for pro- 
duction by Irving Lande and Wil- 
liam Stephens. To be tried out this 
summer. 

‘We Are No Longer Children,’ 
William A. Brady's first show in 
some time, at the Booth, N. Y., 
April 4. ‘ 

‘Crisis,’ by Sidney Kingsley which 
Sidney Phillips and Harlan Thomp- 
son will do. 

‘The Tree’ is now in rehearsal 
with Ira Marion sponsoring. Play 
was written by Richard Maibaum, 
of University of Iowa. Cast in- 
cludes Wm. Bonelli, Thos. Moseley. 
Laura Bowman, Enid Raphael and 
Barton Mac Lane, 

‘Whiskey Blanc’ which Hale 
Francisco, playwright, wrote and is 
producing, will probably be changed 
to either ‘Frenchie’ or ‘Angeline 
Moves In.’ Suzanne Caubaye, Mrs. 
Jacques Martin, William Ingersoll, 
Robert Brister, Gerald Kent, Kath- 
leen Rivner, in the cast. J. J. White 
is stager, 

Unamed musical by E. Y. Har- 











petitioners assumed that the cor- 
poration spent no 
years except to pay operating ex- 
penses and dividends and to pur- 


money in four 


burg and Vernon Duke for Norman 
Bel Geddes as producer. 

‘Number 179,’ drama by Lou Lev- 
enson, has been optioned by William 





chase treasury stocks, whereas a 


large part of the moneys expended 


Stephens and Irving Lande. 


will be tried out in summer stock 


Piece 


BROADWAY REVIEW 
HAPPY LANDING 


Comedy in three acts presented at 
Chanin's 46th Street by the Shuberts 
March 26; written by John B. Hymer and 
William E. Barry; Russell Hardie, Mar- 
garet Sullavan and Catherine Dale Owen 


featured; staged by Lawrence Marston, 

George Stebbins.........-Harry Davenport 
Sam Taylor...... ecccccseessLawin Redding 
Charles Stevens...... esceces> Willlam Carey 
Blin Gardmne?P...ccccceccesss Russell Hardie 
Phyllis Blair......eeee..Margaret Sullavan 
Miss Crawford...s.ccceesss-Marjorie Wood 
Russell Whiting..secccccecss William David 
COMO. ccccececeunes ececceccess Griffin Crafts 
Bas GOON. «be cectecdeceoe e--JOhn Butler 


Mrs. Thomas W. Dumont, 
Lenore Chippendale 


Norma Landis........ Catherine Dale Owen 
Major Green...es. eeecess Thomas Reynolds 
Henmesey...ccccccs eccceseesss Lom Tempest 
Miss Bond. .cocecccescess st Anne Carpenger 
Carvello. .ccccccccccecscecesess Pierre Mario 
Mr. Platt....ccccscesseesesss Banfield Taylor 
Mr. Knobb...eee« eccccceseoeee- NOlan Leary 
Luigi Cerrino...ccccceceseeess ene Roberti 
Ira Thompson.......ssees eee--JOhN Parrish 
Robert Willis Granville..... Harold Heaton 


This latest try by the cramped 
Shuberts was out of town for six 
weeks or so, there under the title 
of ‘Zoom.’ New title, ‘Happy Land- 
ing,’ may have been suggested by 
the song of that name, but the show 
is nothing to get merry about. 
Maybe a cut-rater. Not better. 
Authorship names John B. Hy- 
mer, who has participated in some 
Broadway hits, and William E. 
Barry. If they worked i gether on 
the script they didn't team well, for 
it is extremely spotty. Idea of a 
trans-Pacific lone eagle aviator be- 
coming a national hero okay in it- 
self, but a bit late in arrival. 
Production shoddy. Because of 
the receivership little money was 
spent to mount the show. Every- 
thing but the first scene seemed 
to come from the warehouse. Set- 
tings were never intended for a 
house with proscenium opening the 
size of the 46th Street, result being 
that the scenes were masked in 10 
to 12 feet on either side. What 
looked like an old sliding platform 
was employed for scene changes, 
located half-way upstage. 

Blin Gardner, a kid flier of Old 
Orchard, Me., is about to hop off 
for Japan, mere matter of 6,000 
miles. He has been aided finan- 
cially by his fiancee, Phyllis Blair, 
the village telephone operator. The 
boy makes it and comes to New 
York for the acclaim of the metrop- 
olis and to be the tool for Whit- 
ing, a promoter. Much confusion, 
too much it seemed. Blin is made 
a cclonel, with medals and every- 
thing, travels with a police escort, 


attends numerous functions and 
gets a bit of a head. 
He comes to his senses when 


Phyllis, down visiting her aunt in 
Brooklyn, goes back to Maine. 
Whiting puts the poison in her 
mind that Blin was slated for big 
things and marriage with a society 
heiress. When the boy finally real- 
izes he is used as a tool :.id that 
he has lost the only thing that mat- 
tered—Phyllis—he breaks up a ban- 
quet by making an exposure speech 
about Whiting’s deals and flies back 
to Old Orchard and the girl. 

Acting as much in and out as the 
show generally, Margaret Sullavan, 
who has attracted attention before, 
is new as PHyllis, and she lends 
to the part a certain sweetness that 
is hers. Only thing the matter was 
a Southern drawl, Russell Hardie is 
the hicky Blin, a character that is 
not as sympathetic as it should have 
been. Catherine Dale Owen is the 
other featured lead, being the so- 
ciety girl who tries to grab Blin. In 
smaller parts John Butler as a re- 
porter and Harry Davenport in 
charge of the hangar were liked. 
The nose of a prop plane visible in 
the first scene looked anything but 
the real thing. 

‘Happy Landing’ is supposed to 
be a comedy, but whatever laughs 
there are appeal only to the few. 
Not that the lines are in bad taste, 
except the curtain line in the first 
act. Radio mikes from WMCA are 
used for props twice. Broadcast of 
a banquet is simulated throigh ad- 
dressograph boxes with speeches. 
Coming in the third act the stunt 
was rather in reverse. 

Even if the play was diverting it 
would rate as secondary principally 
because of its production. Ibee. 





within a couple months, and pro- 
duced in the fall if it looks prom- 
ising. 

‘Dilly Dally,’ summer revue spon- 
sored by Percy Oakes, will offer 
Patsy Ruth Miller and Charles Ray, 
former picture stars. Harlan Dixon 
and Peggy Cornell also contracted. 

‘My Country 'Tis of Thee,’ by 
Howard Koch, of N. Y., awarded 
first prize in Little Theatre Nat. 
Playwriting contest. Will be given 
production in St. Louis April 17. 

‘That Hilton Woman,’ play by 
Howard Comstock, has been put in- 
to rehearsal by Arthur Ebenhack. 
Grace Huff has the lead. 

‘Coast to Coast’ will be produced 
by a new managerial team, John T. 
Adams and Arthur Hurley, latter 
the stage director. Show was au- 
thored by Herbert Polosie, radio 
continuity writer. Adams was for- 
merly executive for the Wolfson 
Musical Bureau and several years 





ago supervised talkers for Warners. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 





The first fiscal year of the Theatre League, since its Semi-reorganiza.« 


tion in Feb., 1931, when Henry Moskowitz became executive secret 
has passed and the organization finds itself with a slight sur : 
hand. This does not include the $5,000 balance on the $25,000 
league is paying off to various ticket brokers. 

League’s fiscal year runs from March to March. A surprising 
of the year just closed is that the original budget of $25,000 1 
when Moskowitz took over management was not fully consumed. 
$25,000 budget was a sharp cut down from previous provisions when the 
league was first organized, that sum alone being Harlow Savage's salar 
in the position Moskowitz now holds. When the latter came in the rte: 
tial reorganization of the league enlarged the membership scope and 
@opped the ticket problem. 

Under the circumstances the league hopes that the present year will 
end similarly. Organization's books were recently audited. League's 
income last year consisted of dues from members, producers and thee 
atres paying $10 each when active or open, plus a contribution from the 
late Joe Leblang. League has a total membership of 36 managers and 
theatre owners. 

League received contributions recently from member and non-member 
producers to enable the group to concentrate an attack on the proposed 
admish tax amendment. While this fight has been going on for several 
months, Moskowitz has held down its costs and there is still an appr)- 
ciable surplus for this purpose. 


In the will of Arthur Collins, London theatrical manager who died some 
months back, is the bequest of two Drury Lane stalls and two dresg cirele 
seats to his son. This is typical of the way the older theatres in London 
have proprietory seats. Nearly every one of the traditional play boxeg 
has a number of seats kept back from the renters on the grounds of 
‘proprietory rights.’ 


David Fowler, one of the earlier directors of Drury Lane, had four . 


seats of this sort, as a result of a deal he put through. 
been bought by an agency. 

According to C, B. Cochran there are nearly 1,500 proprietory seats 
at the Albert Hall. Lessees of theatres nowadays have the proprietory 
rights seats well taped in their estimates of grosses. 


They have since 


‘Black Tower,’ ordered closed Saturday (19) by the authors through 
an injunction growing out of charges that Ben Stein, producer for New 
York run, had substituted a different third act, will be done on the 
West Coast. 
unnamed. 


Last week Louis Nizer, attorney for the authors, Ralph Murphy and © 
Lora Baxter, obtained from Supreme Court Justice Schmuck confirma- § 
Society in the case § 


tion of award made by the American Arbitration 
against Stein. Arbitrators upheld the contention Stein had violated his 
agreement by rewriting the third act, with return of all rights to the 
authors. 


Outside his own success there was nothing in which the late Chauncey bs 
Olcott took such pride as that at his suggestion John McCormack took Fy 


up the singing of Irish ballads. 

As Olcott so often told the story, he was playing in St. Louis at the 
same time McCormack was appearing there with Oscar Hammerstein's 
opera company. Usual Sunday night concert was to be given by.the 
troupe, and Olcott suggested that McCormack include an Irish ballad or 
two on his program, believing his voice perfect for this type of song. 
McCormack took Olcott’s advice and, of course, clicked. Meeting him 
later, McCormack thanked Olcott for the tip, telling him that his judg- 
ment had proved correct. 


George Morely, of the Apollo, is touring with ‘Scandals,’ handling the 
ticket sale when the show plays auditoriums, etc., instead of regular 
theatres. 

At the opera house in Philadelphia a woman complained about side 
locations which were supposed to have been in the center, with Morely 
glibly answering: ‘Lady, I'm a New York ticket seller, and over there 
all tickets with numbers like you have are right in the center.’ 


Sherry Pelham, dancer in ‘Hot-Cha,’ is anything but scrappy but she 
knows how it feels to be knocked out. Happened on the Ziegfeld stage 
during the merry-go-round number during which the DeMarcos whirl 
around a circling chorus ring. Seems Renee DeMarco’s elbow happened 
to contact Miss Pelham’s chin, and she went out like a light. Taken 
to the wings without stopping the number. 





If ‘Springtime for Henry’ is sold for talkerizing it won't mean anything 
to MacGowan and Reed who produced the play. Benn Levy, English 
playwright and author of the script, kept all the film rights for himself. 

Levy is not the only British writer who does that, the same arrange- 
ment being in force between Pat McNutt and Noel Coward on the lat- 
ter’s ‘Hay Fever.’ 





Mary Boland was out of ‘Face the Music’ at the New Amsterdam, 
Monday night (21) with intestinal influenza. She appeared the next 
evening with a doctor and nurse in attendance. 

Frances Holliday subbed for the missed performance. 
was requested. 


CONCERTS 


By SALLIE 


Not a refund 


—_" 





orful fascinating costumes which 
she herself designs; particularly 


fit with black Spanish mantilla 
Her use of the castinets is incom- 
parable—they serve as an accome 
paniment to a degree which makes 
the piano seem _ superfluous. Her 
head dress on and off the stage is 
simple—black glossy hair, directly 
parted in the centre and fashioned 
in a little knot at the nape of her 
neck. 





Miss Ponselle’s Recital 

Looking radiant in a decollette 
gown of cream satin, over which 
a cape bordered with silver fox, 
Rosa Ponselle sang her one and 
only recital to a capacity Town 
Hall. ‘O devina Afrodite’ from Ro- 
mano Romani’s ‘Ferda’ was a de- 
light to her listeners, with the com- 
poser at the piano. 

Rossini’s ‘Semiramide’’a group of 
Italian and French songs, as well 
as English and German lieder were 
rendered with great beauty. 


At Chalif Hall 

An appreciative audience heard 
Jean Le Vinus, mezzo-soprano, in 
a recital at Chalif Hall. She pre 
sented a program covering, = 
Hadin, Handel-Bibb, Gounod, Hein- 
rich, Hageman etc. Virginia Cum 
a ningham accompanied. 

La Argentina’s 48th 
La Argetina danced her last re- 
cital in Town Hall, until the au- 


Dual Recital pe 
Hilda McMillen, soprano, appear 


tumn of 1933. A crowded house! to have a flair for Italian sons* 
was most enthusiastic. Since Ar-| which suits her lyric style well 9 
gentina’s debut in New York in|She sang a recital in Chalit 
1928 she has given 48 recitals, Dur-|Hall with Louis Noll, bariton® 
ing her absence she is scheduled to| These two young artists are very 
dance in all European states andj|promising and minus 05! ntation 


the near East. 
La Argentina as usual, wore col- 


they seem to be on the ro 
real career. 
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Mystery piece declared to be set for pictures, but studio 





attractive was her flame color out-— 
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| Holy Week B way Grosses Climb, 


Reversing All 


Business on Broadway was the 
most unusual for any Holy Week in 
history of show business. Grosses 
with few exceptions went upward, 
nolding the trend of the previous 
week. The weeks before (¢ hristmas 
and Easter have been consistently 
away off heretofore. 

This season while the 
were not sensational, the phenome- 
non itself stands out as a 
nighlight. What the causes were, 
few in show business tried to fig- 
ure. Perhaps people are tired of 
listening to the blues. School holi- 
days may have been a factor, but 
only counted favorably in the cases 
of a few shows. 

Easter Week Good 

Even on Good Friday night there 
were capacity audiences attending 
nearly every hit. Two shows which 
layed off could have played Holy 
Week profitably. Outlook this 
(Easter) week is favorable, with 
hits reporting all the lesser priced 
tickets sold out in —— Mon- 
that 


increases 


day’s rain was against eve- 
ning’s business. Curiously no show 
carded an Easter Monday matinee 


‘Hot Cha’ stayed out in front in 
point of gross, with nearly $45,000, 
although biz suffered somewhat 


earlier in the w eek. Musicals 
which jumped are ‘Face the Music, 
‘The Laugh Parade, ‘Cat and 


Fiddle’ and ‘Of Thee Il Sing.’ Lat- 
ter has been going clean, but sold 
more standee tickets. First named 
shows were better than the pre- 
vious week by about $1,500. 

The leading non-musicals did not 
get material boosts but more than 
held their own, which is something. 
Some of those -vhich were quite low 
were encouraged by increases of 
50%. That went to ‘The Warrior's 
Husband’ and ‘Child of Manhattan.’ 

Due next week are: ‘Too True to 
Be Good,’ Guild; ‘Ang2ls Don’t Kiss,’ 
Belmont; ‘Olive Bows to Grundy’ 





and ‘Housewarming, bookings of 
the latter not definite early this 
week. 


Closing this week are ‘The Moon 
in the Yellow River,’ Guild, and ‘The 


Good Fairy,’ Miller. Latter house 
gets ‘There’s Always Juliet,’ from 
the Empire, which receives ‘The 
Animal Kingdom,’ now at the 
Broadhurst, as announced. Two 
openings last week were ‘A Few 
Wild Oats,’ which closed in three 
days at the Forrest, and ‘Happy 
Landing,’ 46th Street which was 
panned, 


There are 32 attractions current 
this week, including the newcomers. 
None of the latter are touted as 
good things and any clicks would 
come as a surprise. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Blessed Event,’ Longacre (8th 
week) (C-1,019-$3). Finished strong- 
ly and approximated $9,000; that 
was $1,000 better than previous week 
on corrected total. 


‘Bloodstream,’ Times Square (1st 
week) (D-1,057-$3). Presented in- 
dependently (Sidney Harmon); 
written by Frederick Schlick; mixed 
es cast; opens Wednesday 

‘Blackberries,’ Liberty (ist week) 
(M-1,202-$3). Presented independ- 
ently (Max : udnick and Ben Ben- 
ard); colored revue; opens Thurs- 
day (1). 

“Border-Land,’ Biltmore (ist 
week) (D-1,000-$3). Presented in- 
dependently (Philip Gerton); writ- 
ten by Wilbur Crane; opens tonight 
(29), 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ 
Week) (M-1,416-$4.40). Moved up 
Somewhat last week in most un- 
Usual Holy Week; gross approxi- 
Mated $21,000. 

‘Child of Manhattan,’ Cort 
Week) (C-1,043-$3). Took a healthy 
jump, last week's takings being $2,- 
000 over previous week: with cut 
Tate aid approached $6,000, better- 
ing even break. 

*‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Plymouth 
(22a week) (C-1,04i-$3). Good Fri- 
day night close to capacity; im- 
Proved on the week to nearly $18,- 


Globe (25th 


(5th 


000; looks sure for summer. 
vynara,’ Shubert (224d week) 

(CD-1,395-$3), Strong cut rater 

8ince moving here; may stick 


through spring; 

* week. 

Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
(th week) (M-1,702-$5.50). Picked 
Up to around $40,000 and from now 
©n should hold or better that pace; 
®xcellent summer candidate. 


better than $10,000 


Theatre Precedent 





LEGIT ESTIMATE SYMBOLS 


R—revue; M—musical com- 
edy; D—drama; C—comedy; 
CD—comedy drama; F—farce; 
O—operetta. Capacities and 
top prices also indicated. 














‘Few Wild Oats,’ Forrest. Opened 
hursday last week; so bad taken 
off Saturday, 
appy Landing,’ 46th Street (1st 
Week) (CD-1,413-$3). 


th . Presented by 
e Shuberts; originally opened out 


of town as ‘Zoom’; written by John 
Iymer and William Barry; opened} 
Saturday (26). 
ant cha Ziegfeld (4th week)| 
“-4,022-$5.50). Biggest gross show | 
on list; somewhat off early last | 
a, but matinees and last half} 
pacity; nearly $45,000; dip from | 


Previous week. 
- Intimate Relations,’ Ambassador | 
: St week) (C-1,200-$3). Presented | 
ndependently (Henry Forbes, Jules 


Lawren, George Martin); Blanche 
Ring heads cast; opened Monday. 
‘Left Bank,’ Little (26th week) 


(D-539-$3). Longest run of the cur- 
rent comedies, but modest takings 


with $5,000 or a bit over last week; 


cast on percentage. 

‘Life Begins,’ Selwyn (1st week) 
(D-1,067-$3). Presented independ- 
ently (Joseph Santley); written by 


Mary McDougal Axelson; variously 


reported at Newark try-out; opened | 


Monday. 

‘Money in the Air,’ Ritz (4th week) 
(D-945-$3). Some receipts are made 
up of pass money; appears hay- 
ing little chance; under $4,000. 

‘Moon in Yellow River,’ Guild (5th 


week) (CD-914-$3). Final week; 
five weeks is the Guild’s subscrip- 
tion period this season; ‘Too True 


to Be Good’ follows next week. 
‘Mourning Cecomes Electra,’ Alvin 
(22d week (D-1,327-$4). Resumed 
last Saturday after having layed off 
five days; could have played suc- 
cessfully; recent pace $11,500. 
‘Of Thee ! Sing,’ Music Box (14th 


week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Capacity 
| throughout Holy Week with more 
standees than usual and not far 
from $30,500. 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Beck (20th 
week) (C-1,168-$3). While slightly 


under first months recently, more 
than held pace last week and sold 
out Good Friday night; $20,500; top 
for non-musicals. 

‘Riddle Me This,’ John 
(6th week) (C-900-$3). Except for 
midweek matinee attendance held 
up and good gross of $12,000 regis- 
tered. 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ 
(16th week) (F-605-$3). Will prob- 
ably go through season; $8,000 or 
better last week accounted for a fair 


Golden 


Bijou 


profit; small cast. 
‘The Animal Kingdom,’ Broad- 
hurst (12th week) (C-1,118-$3). <A 


comedy leader which dipped but got 
big $19,000 last week; moves to Em- 
pire next Monday; Broadhurst goes 
dark. 

‘The Decoy,’ Mansfield. 
not consummated; may 
Royale Friday (1). 

‘The Good Fairy,’ Miller (19th 
week) (C-946-$3). Final week: 
dropped to about $8,500; should do 
well on road; ‘There’s Always Ju- 
liet’ moves over from Empire. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial 
(21st week) (C-1,099-$4.40). Picked 
up and virtual capacity Good Friday 
night; from $21,000 recently climbed 
back to $24,000. 

*‘There’s Always Juliet,’ Empire 
(ith week) (C-1,099-$3). Moves to 
Miller and should do as well there; 
last week again approximated $14,- 
000, which is big for four-person 
comedy. 

‘The Warrior’s Husband,’ Morosco 
(4th week) (C-893-$3). Claimed 
50% improvement last week and 
topped $5,000; got bad break from 
reviewers; this week should tell. 

‘Trick for Trick,’ Cohan (jth 
week) (D-1,400-$3). Did fairly un- 
til Saturday; takings about $5,500; 
should pick up now. 

‘Vanities,’ 44th St. (3lst week) 
(R-1,463-$3). Laid off last week 
until Saturday night and like ‘Elec- 
tra’ would have done okay; vir- 
tually capacity in sole performance 
at $3,000, 

‘We Are No Longer Children,’ 
Booth (1st week) (CD-708-$3). Pre- 


Booking 
open at 


se.ted by William A. Brady, Jr.; 
adapted from French by William 
Murray and Ilka Chase; opens 
Thursday (31). 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry- 
more (lith week) (D-1,090-$3). 


Slightly over $8,000 last week; bet- 
ter than even break; rates with 
moderate successes. 
Other Attractions 

Guerrero-Mendoza Troupe, New 
Yorker; Spanish players presented 
by Walter Lindsay and Benjamin 
Collada; opens Friday (1). 

‘Black Soul,’ Provincetown; col- 
ored drama opens Wednesday (30). 

‘Experience Unnecessary,’ Nation- 
al; repeat for cut rates opened Sat- 
urday. 

Night With Barrie, Playhouse; re- 
vivals with Laurette Taylor starred. 


Engagements 





Beverly Sitgreaves, Corbet Mor- 
ris, ‘Housewarming.’ 
Janet Rathbun, ‘The Decoy.’ 
Pauline Lord, O. P 
Shannon, Ernest Lawford, Fredk 
Worlock, Rachael Hartzell, The 
Truth About Blavds.’ 
Ethel Reney, ‘Take My 
Frank Thomas, Enid 
(eo. siackwood, Leona 
‘Louder Please’ (Chicago). 


Tip.’ 
Markey 


Aniey, 


Bainbridge’s Holy Week 
Show for Juves $4,000 


Minneapolis, March 28. 
Making a special drive for juve- 
nile trade, the Bainbridge Stock at 
the Shubert breezed through Holy 
Week in fine style, having one of 
its biggest weeks in some time and 
grossing around $4,000, good. 

‘Cloudy with Showers’ is current. 
Hinda Wausau, guest dancer, and 
a professional wrestling match one 
night swelled takings for Rube 
3ernstein’s ‘Ballyhoo Revue,’ at the 





Gayety. Gross was around $3,500. 
‘Crazy Quilt’ was banned at the 
Metropolitan and moved to St. Paul. 


SHUBERT PHILA 
GROUP ALL 


Philadelphia, March 28. 

A little more like normal in Phil- 
|ly’s legit houses this week. At 
least there are three openings. 
However, Shuberts havent a single 
one of their chiin lighted. What is 
more, Chestnut, Forrest and Shu- 
bert have no bookings except for the 
somewhat doubtful announcement 
that ‘Grand Hotel’ will be along late 
in April. 

Erlanger houses are in much bet- 
ter shape. In fact, Garrick is booked 
solidly to first of June, and indica- 
tions are that the Broad will also 
keep open until that time. 

This week’s newcomers 
George M. Cohan’s ‘Confidential 
Service, at the Broad; ‘Ruff Neck,’ 
the Mask and Wig Club’s latest mu- 
sical show, at the Garrick, and ‘The 
Blue Bird,” at the Locust. Last 
named in for week only, others for 
a fortnight. 

Nothing 





are 


announced for April 4, 
but ‘The Good Fairy’ is scheduled 
for the Garrick on the 11th, with 
Charles Purcel’s ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 


revival, a return of the ‘Band 
Wagon’ and ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra,’ to follow A new show 
with Jane Caryl and Cornelia Otis 


Skinner’s ‘Wives of Henry VIII’ are 
Broad prospects. 

Katharine Cornell’s ‘Barretts of 
Wimpole Street’ was a sensation in 
two weeks at the Forrest. Last 
week it was a solid sellout at every 
performance and had thousands in 
turnaways. Specs charged fancy 
prices, while the agencies didn’t 
have a thing after the first week. 
Attraction did pretty close to $70,000 
in two weeks, 


‘Too True,’ $15,000, Good 
In Pittsburgh Holy Week 


Pittsburgh, March 28. 
Guild's ‘Too True to Be Good’ re- 
opened Nixon last week after fort- 
night of darkness and managed to 
gather around $15,000 despite Holy 
Week. Shaw play greeted with va- 
riety of opinion and takings consid- 
ered better than satisfactory. 
Alvin relights this week with 
‘Scandals’ after whole month of 
darkness and will have things all to 
itself. ‘Barretts,’ ‘Grand Hotel,’ 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ and sixth sub- 
scription wla yet to be selected, 
follow ‘Scandals’ in order named. 


William Dills Dies 
Just Before Curtain 


Portland, Ore., March 28. 

William Dills, 54, popular West 
Coast legit character actor, died 
just before curtain time at the Duf- 
win theatre, Death was caused by 
a heart attack. 

Dills was in stock here with vari- 
ous troupes for many years. His 
wife died two years ago, Dills suf- 
fering from melancholia ever since. 
Ile was putting on his last bit of 
makeup in his dressing room when 
stricken. 


TOPEKA’S LONG WAIT 
Topeka, March 28. 

sees its first musical in 
five years April 1, when the 1931 
touring company of Earl Carroll's 
‘Vanities’ pauses at the Grand for 
one performance. 

Half the house is sold out a week 
in advance, mostly mail orders. 


Shu bert Uphea val 


(Continued from page 57) 
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tie dramas, to be used in case of 
| further proSaction this season, 

| Should the receivership be ex- 
| tended, the business may have some 
ilty about future productions 
| Understood the Shuberts nevei 
| signed the Dramatists Guild Basi 
| Minimum Agreement. They were 


| permitted to put on shows this sea- 
json only by grace of the Guild which 


Loop Biz Weak for Only 3 Shows; 
Death’ $5,500; Easter Wk. Looks 0.K. 





Chicago, March 28. | look so hot for ‘The Blue Mask,’ 








Considering the fact that there |a revival of ‘The Circus Princess,’ 
pert only ma ee to | which opened cold at the Grand 
choose trom the egit rrosses | . aa 
tabbed during Holy i e€ ny were | last night (27). Advance sale was 
nothing to crow about However, | SO paltry that J. J. Shubert on his 
|} each of the surviving trio did wel irrival here Friday considered call- 
enough to show a little profit ing the whole production off. Add- 
| Judging from the week’s opening | ed to his troubles was a tiff he had 
|}and closing pace, it could have beer with President James Petrillo of 
| considerably better all ound had |the Musicians’ union, who at the 
|}not a blizzard intervened. height of the argument ordered 
Easter Week started off brightly | Shubert out of his own house Jake, 
|} for one of the newcomers Every- | nevertheless, was prevailed upon by 
| body's Welcome, and the three is local lieutenants t_. forget about 
| holdover dramas Welcome un~ | the union jam, disregard the poor 
| folde d at the Apollo Saturday night advance and to give the operetta a 
(26) to a sellout. Advance sale for | chance, Understood that if the 
jlast night’s performance assured it | take on the first few performances 
| somewhere near capacity, while to- | fails to hit a moderately substan- 
| night’s (28) house was turned over | tial figure, the straicht scale will 
to a benefit. Fact that the musical | be discarded and the revival thrown 
| has been tacked onto the list of | into the cut rates. 
| the Dramatic League subscribers ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ alinost came 
should give it substantial support | Within its previous week's figure, 
for its initial two weeks. | $10,000, and looks set for a juicy 

On the other hand, things do not | holiday week, Odd _ twist during 

SS | the previous stanza here was the 
} reaction to the reduction of the 


matinee scale. Tally both on the 
Wednesday anu Saturday afternoon 
| performances was considerably over 
> |; the week before when the $2 level 


| was in effect. Saturday matinee 
|} Was practically a sellout. 
L A | At the Adelphi ‘Zombie’ slipped 
e ® slightly to around $6,000, but enough 
j} left there to give the house two or 
— | three hundred dollars profit. Town’s 
other opera, ‘Death Takes a Holi- 
March 28. | day,’ did surprisingly well by both 
headache for|the Playhouse and the producer, 


| 

i 

Los Angeles, | 
Capitan. | George Wintz, during the holy spell. 

| 


Holy Week was a 


‘Square Crooks’ at the El - ; 

Edward Everett Horton in ‘Spring- Wintz revival piled up close to 
time for Henry’ didn’t notice the re- $5,000 and. according to the ad- 
ligious fervor of the natives and Mere e, should tilt this at least a 
rolled in a neat $7,500 for the week. half grand on the current lap. 


Heated bidding for the operating 


>. Brown show, figured as a , . 
apt ig - rights of the Harris between the 


a aes Seis mas ‘ 
nan taken it aT tas cate tat hy ms Shuberts on one side and Crosby 
three months, failed to create the | @@!se and the Selwyns on the other 
hoped for interest. Brown previ- | has been made more complicated 

by the entry of a third contestant 
ously played 14 weeks at the house ¢ . . 


He is S. M. Keller, local mortgage 
in ‘Elmer the Great.’ Brought back fF alee , ae 
na nog. Penh ta it oe nouvel bond underwriter and real estate 

/ role operator. 

that he’d repeat, but script was no oat : 7 ; P 
xO Box office tallied about $5,300 , Scramble for the house is prin- 
: . Pap cienina near ’ cipally motivated by the fact that 
or the ope 5 WECK. . whoever gets possession of the 

Al Jolson in Wonder war = stand can be certain of the im- 
away to a great start on Sunday| minent Katherine Cornell show, 
night, the Biltmore recording 4| «parretts of Wimpole Street,’ fig- 
complete sellout for the opening | yreq as the dramatic plum of the 


performanc? at $5 top, highest legit 


, ‘ed } : E season. Local Shubert office sent 
price asked here in years. 


out a notice announcing the show's 


Estimates for Last Week arrival April 18, without being 
‘Springtime for Henry,’ Holly- either certain of the date or of 
wood Playhouse (3d week) (C-1,152; | baving the Harris under its wing 


again by that time. 


Shuberts’ Bid 
Miss Cornell has advised the Shu- 
berts that it will have to be the 
Harris or the Selwyn locally or 


$2). Held up to $7,500, about a 
grand less than last week. Origi- 
nally in for four weeks, looks as if 
it will hold for at least six. 


‘Square Crooks,’ El Capitan (st 


week) (C-1,571; $1.50). Joe E./ nothing at all. Latter house is 
Brown's picture following failed to} now in Gaige-Selwyn hands, with 
rally round the banner with the/the latter pair having offered to 


film comic getting about $5,300 for 
his opening week. 


take over the Harris for one year 
on a guarantee on the operating 
expenses and a split of the profits. 
Last week Sam Gerson, acting for 
the Shuberts here, submitted a 
proposition to the owners of the 
property whereby the latter were 
guaranteed the operating expenses 
over a period of eight weeks, end- 
ing May 28, and in addition to this 
a rental! of $400 a week for a mini- 


Frisco Grosses Hold 
In Last Week of Lent | 


San Francisco, March 28. 
Holy Week was also holdover 
week for the entire legit crop, four 





attractions staying, with previous} ™™um of four weeks, or the mini- 
b.o. standards maintained. mum term of the Cornell run, Lo- 

First week of ‘Church Mouse,’| Cal legal reps for the Harris own- 
with Colleen Moore, at Henry| eTS were on the verge of accepting 


the Shubert bid when they got word 
from New York to give Gaige and 
the Selwyns an opportunity to 
make another bid and to allow due 
consideration of the Keller prop- 
osition. 

Gaige’s big card in the bidding is 
the assurance that if the Harris 
goes to him he can keep it open 
during the spring and most of the 
summer with a flock of shows avail- 


Duffy’s Alcazar, very good and busi- 
ness is expected to spurt now that 
the religious season is over. Char- 
lotte Greenwood follows. 

Deuce’ stanza of the colored 
‘Lucky Day’ at Erlanger'’s Columbia 
saw that offering holding up to an 
equivalent of the first seven days. 
Walter Hampden opened today (28) 
for eight days of ‘Cyrano’ following 
three weeks of the same opus with 





Richard Bennett at the Geary. able to him. Among those enu- 
Esti t tee tues Wack merated by him were ‘The Devil 
stimates to Passes,’ ‘The Good Fairy’ and a 
‘Church Mouse,’ Alcazar (ist) Vincent Youmans musical which he 
week) (C-1,600; $1.50). The $9,500) promised would be put into produc- 
intake is excellent and produc tion | tion here. For the summer he fig- 
stays for several weeks. | ures he could also book in here ‘Of 
‘First Mrs. Fraser,’ Curran (3d/ Thee I Sing,’ with the entry date 
and last week) (D-1,600; $2.50). | probably coinciding with the Re- 
Slim pickings at $3.500. | publican and Democratic national 
‘Grand Hotel,’ Geary 4th week)! conventions. 
(D-1,700; $2.50). Continuing at al Estimates for Last Week 
smart pace and $12,000 swell. | ‘Blue Mask’ Grand (0-1.260: $3) 
‘Lucky Day,’ Columvia (2d and ‘wnvetl Ses ae ae ee ” eee 
last week) (M-1,.200: $2). Not sen-| ivelled 3 unday (21) with rUY 
sational. but 6.5! owen _, | Robertson, George Hassell, Barbara 
sational ut .6,500 equal to the when, Newberry and May Wirth. 








week and is okay for « colored show ‘ . a 
in this bure. Cou..sellor-at-Law’ Selwyn (7th 
| wee k) (CD-1,086; 3). Came 
— | through the final Lent stanza with 
j ; - 
. ‘ : : ;a nea $10,000. Matinee slash to 
| figured the signing was just a mat- | $1.56 top pushed up the tally on 
ier of time. Hiowever, the recciver- | both Wednesday and Saturday. Ad- 
ship objects to certain parts of the | vance indicates solid holiday week. 
rr | . 
agreement. Phat is one matter | ‘Death Takes a Holiday’ Plav- 
which may have to be cleared up! house (4th week) (D-603; $3). 
before the =huberts or the receiver Carved out a profitable $5 50, Pace 
| go into next season. wes better for current week. 
| If the receivership goes into the ‘Everybody’s Welcome’ Apollo 
i new season. an organization wil] be | (41-1,443; $3). Came in Saturday 
oC hy “ye ‘ ie @ a 
| necessary, but whether the same! {*6) With Frances William and 
} Oscar Shaw. 
aepartme t neads 1 be! engaged | , 
| ‘ Soinh?t %, 2G F ins 
has not been made public. Re-! . Zombie Adelphi (2nd week) (D 
- : 1.100: $3) Dropped to around 
ce iy ye s bert were told té e¢ . ~ 
6,000, but not bad at the figure 
lclean house if thev hoped to con- } a} i 
: : Should appreciably better itself 
tinue in show business, this week, 


; 
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Buenos Aires’ Famed Opera Closes 
For a Year as Film Season Starts 


a + 


Buenos Aires, March 10. 


Hard times have hit even the 
formerly sacred Grand Opera. This 
year the famed Colon will have no 
gilver-throated—and golden-paid— 
gongsters, the municipality having 
decided that the moment isn’t pro- 
pitious for spending the money of 
the community on such things. In- 
stead, the Colon will have a series 
of ballets and symphonic concerts, 
the artistes coming from the perma- 
ment staff. Nobody will really 
worry over-much for one season at 
the Colon was just like another, 
with the same half dozen Italian 
operas and an occasional Argentine 
opera about which the least said 
the better. The terms of the Colon 
contract forced the impresario to 
put on a locally written opera, and 
the artistically-minded writhed dur- 


ing this performance, and _ then 
forgot all about it. 

Last year’s figures for the Colon 
show that the cost of the season 
came to $2,228,903 in Arg. pesos, 
and the income was just $355,715 
less. In all 280,000 persons wit- 
nessed the 128 performances, The 


deficit was caused through loss on 
exchange, the artistes all having 
contracts requiring thym to be paid 
in foreign currencies, mostly Amer- 
ican dollars, and in this item alone 


the management lost $387,000. 
The report accompanying the 


balance-sheet states that one of the 
errors of the season was the in- 
clusion of the German leader, Max 
Hofmuller who, in spite of coming 
here preceded by the most favorable 
reports, proved a disappointment in 
that while his offerings were con- 
sidered ‘of a great artistic value,’ 
the cost was so exorbitant as to en- 
danger the finances of the season. 
The report adds a hard word for 
the foreign impresarios, blamed for 
the failure of the season, who, it 
says, brought into play political fac- 


tors in Europe and elsewhere to 
prevent certain artistes coming to 
Buenos Aires, threatening certain 
of them with loss of work at home 
if they broke the order. 


Film Season Starts 


The film season opens this month, 
and all the firms are announcing 
releases. United Artists has al- 
ready released ‘Street Scene,’ sim- 
ultaneously in two first-runs, while 
Fox put out ‘The Brat.’ Columbia 
is doing well with Buck Jones’ pic- 
tures—it’s impossible to tell what 
this public wants—and a B.LP., 
‘City of Song,’ released through 
Paramount, made its appearance. 

Forthcoming for near dates are: 


‘Annabelle’s Affairs’ and ‘Daddy 
Long Legs’ (Fox); ‘Bought’ and 
‘Adventures in Africa,’ which 


Warners are releasing by making a 
feature of these two-reelers; ‘East 
of Borneo,’ ‘Frankenstein,’ ‘Strictly 
Dishonorable,’ ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (all 
Univ.); ‘Smiling Lieutenant,’ which 
will open the Paramount season 
at the Cine Suipacha and “Twenty- 
four Hours’ (Par.); ‘Politics,’ ‘Son 
of India,’ ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet,’ 
etc. (Metro); ‘Platinum Blonde,’ 
‘Shanghaied Love’ (Col.). 





Wm. Melniker, Latin-Amer. rep. 
M-G-M, here after plane trip with 
Hal Roach. 

Guy Morgan, U. A., 
Chilean inspection tour. 

Wm. Fait busy putting Warners 
house in order. 


back from 


Novello’s ‘Lived with You’ 
Is London’s Newest Click 


London, March 28, 

T Lived With You,’ a new play 
by and with Ivor Novello at the 
Prince of Wales, looks like a hit. 
It was splendidly received by the 
first nighters and the criticisms 
were generally favorable. 

Piece has a rather original idea 
of a modern Cinderella minus the 
convential ending. Competently act- 
ed throughout and artistically pro- 
duced by Auriol Lee, who came back 
from Hollywood to get the piece 
Started. 

‘Marriage by Purchase’ at 


Garrick is an adaptation 
Fren, h success, 


the 
of the 
‘ ‘L’Achateuse.’ It’s 
& brilliant play, splendidiy acted 
1 whit . : + 
and while cordially received on the 
— &, it’s too Parisian, however, 
or the general public. 
«Ot likel . a + +} ' 
“etre — to appeal to either 
“Sh OT American audiences, 











PARIS CAFES 


With 


Plan Elaborate Reopenings 
U. S. Acts 
Paris, March 20 


Ambassadeurs reopens the end o 
April, giving American acts 
another chance. Opening show will 
the 18-piece Rose orchestra 
William Morris is sending over from 


ovel 


include 


New York Gamborelli and 10 girls 
Betty Compton may possibly be a 
guest star also. 


Florida night club is also sched- 
uled to reopen on a very ritzy scale. | 
London, March 28. | 

Cafe biz is good despite every- | 
thing. 
by 


Situation helped generally 
| minimum of tourist traffic to Paris, | 
with the IFrench capital’s cabarets 
#luggzisti 


| 





10-ACT UNITS 


AT 
. E. IDEA 


London, March 28. 
three managing 
view the vaude- 


Moss Empires’ 
directors have in 
ville unit idea. instructions have | 
been issued to all agents to line- 
up complete units, to comprise so | 
acts, with a minimum of seven. If 


an after-piece can be arranged, 
show will run for two hours. The 
price for the intact bills is to be 


$1,000 per week up to June 1. From 
then to the fall it is reduced to 
$750. 

Names thus far submitted mostly 
have no boxoffice pull. 


Duce’s Collab Arrives 
In London for New Play 


London, March 28. 
Forzano, collaborator of Musso- 
lini’s new play, ‘One Hundred Days,’ 
is due here tomorrow (29) to su- 
pervise staging of the show. It 
opens at the New theatre, April 14. 
Piece will have a cast of 60, with 


the principals including Barry 
Jones, Arthur Wontner and Haidee 
Wright. 





Guitry’s Think 


London, March 28. 

Savoy theatre management is ne- 

gotiating to bring Sascha Guitry, | 

French actor-manager-author, here 
for a six-week period. 

Guitry is thinking it over, mean- 

while holding out for a heavy guar- 


LONDON SHOW WORLD 
March 20. | 





London, 
Gloria Swanson is interested in 
making talkers in England. 
Accompanied by various represen- 
tatives of United Artists, she has 
visited nearly all the lots in the coun- 
try, including those which have been | 
dark for months. She sat in on) 
cable conference with New York! 
when the English quota question 
bobbed up for review. 
Casting Troubles 
‘White Horse Inn,’ to have closed | 





at the Coliseum April 9 after a rec- 
ord run, extended a fur- 
ther fortnight. is due to Eric | 
Charell being unwell and unable to 
come over and finish | 
‘Casanova,’ the succeeding piece. | 
Sir Oswald Stoll meanwhile is hav- | 


has been 
This 


ing casting troubles. 

Idea of getting John Boles at $2,- 
500 a week was abandoned just! 
when it looked set. There are five 
leadine femme roles, and so f 


none have been definitely fixed. The 
trouble will be the 12 shows a wee 


s . lac . 
clause, a strain on the leads. 


i 


Not Invited 


‘Daily Express’ did not contain 
revue of Cochran's latest show 
Reason was that R. L. Hitching 
paper's new dramatic critic, was 
not invited. Lad has been down 


from Manchester for a month and] 
has panned everything. Managerial] 
(Continued on page 62) j 


. . 
Acts Suspicious 
London, March 20. 

New kind of gyp over here 
is becoming known as ‘pity 
the agent,’ and is perturbing 
vaudeville plenty. 

The agent 





the act 
nd@ tells him he is shortly tak- 


= over a bill at a 


comes to 


certain 


house and wants his support 
O.K says the act. The 
DOO KE egins to tall 
cr ¢ eY } abx > au > A 
rrees, but he ill exy 
to pay 10% commish. 

Act is given nothing mors 
f the bill is < ear I 

at week. 

Acts are getting suspicious 
figuring maybe the agent an 
the management are in 


hoots, 





31,000 IS 


Paramount 


i Lloyd 


ROYAL DUTCH CO. GOES 


rehearsals for |_ 








1931 CHECK-UP SHOWS | 


+ . ' 
7 , Me 

ng things better than might ave 
been expected. 

Columbia and Victor disc com- 
panies report 1931 record ] tep- 
ping any previous, with profits 

gzher, for prices have remained 
pegged and costs have fallen. 

Among picture houses there are 
few complaints. The Shochiku- 


combination as- 


theatre 


serts that the business for the first 
couple of weeks of the new year 
was the best in seven years, despite 


the there was no Harold 
célluloid for release. Lloyd, 
until Marlene Dietrich shrugged her 
way in, was top draw for Ja- 


pan, 


fact that 


the 


BUSTO A SECOND TIME! 


The Hague, March 20. 
Theatrical conditions in Holland 

are terrible. The Royal Company 

(Het Koninklyk Nederlandsche 


Tooneel) went bang for the second 
time within 18 months and a new 
reorganization is attempted. One of 


its best actors is starting on his 
own at the Excelsior, a small the- 
atre in The Hague. 

There is practically only one stage 
company in Holland which is mak- 
ing money, the one managed by 
Van der Lugt Melsert, who is not 
only a good actor but a good busi- 
ness man, 

Another well-known actor, Wil- 
lem van der Veer, is going to the 
Dutch colonies in the West Indies 
(Curacao and Dutch Guiana), tak- 
ing a small repertory company with 
him. 





London Legits Off; ‘Helen 


Big, $18,700; Mgrs. Emulate 
Bway in Blaming the Critics 





oeneeere + 


HERE'S YOUR HAT! 


Uncle Sam Deports German Acro- 
bats Who Overstayed Permits 


“47 | is \ > _ 
A Nev \ . 
t a 4 ‘ é , 
Will arry the Arconl troupe I € 
German acrobats being shipped back | 
ito the Fatherland by the U. S. Im- 
migration Bureau after being held 
at Angel Island here. 


a 


iroupe 
March, 1930, 


entered the 


country in 
1 
with the 


Ringling cir- 


cus and lately had been working 
for F & M around coast. Govern- 
ment ordered them back to Ger-|} 
YY nv te?! he ~ F erm 
eX) ‘ ‘ Y pl 

mT ) é ‘ d 
\ é I or F & M in O ad 

rroupe wrigil } ‘ é em- 
bers ] Tt ( e left. he 
maining five aed r< Rohr 
Will Her £ \\ den Hiutl 
Erwin Sc} d M 


Mascagni 50 
Year Old Opera 
World Premiered 


March 28. 

Pietro Mascagni's 50-year old 
opera, ‘Pinetta,’ written when the 
composer was only 18, received its 
world’s premiere at the San Remo 
municipal theatre Wednesday (23). 
A brilliant assembly of musicians 
and critics was present, with the 
composer personally conducting. 

Manuscript was lost 50 years ago, 
it being held, together with other 
contents of a suitcase, by a land- 
lord whom the composer owed $6 
rent. Heirs of the landlord found 
it and restored it to Mascagni. 


REINHARDT ABANDONS 
THEATRE MANAGEMENT 


Berlin, March 28. 
Max Reinhardt has given up the- 
his Deutsches 


Rome, 


atre management, 





Theatre and Kammerspiele having 

been taken over by Rudolf Beer, 

Amsterdam, March 28. Viennese theatre manager, and 

Royal Dutch Stage company has| Karl Heinz Martin, Berlin stage 


called off all activity. 
Bankruptcy is considered here to 
be inevitable. 


Colin Clive’s $1,100 
London, March 28. 
Colin Clive opened at the Pal- 
ladium today (28) in Gertrude Jen- 
ning’s playlet, ‘Elegant Fdward.’ It 
was done as a Haymarket curtain- 





manager. Move goes into effect as 
of September 1. 
Means that Reinhardt is now free 


of business details and financing 
headaches. He will continue to 
produce at the two theatres, but 


only as an outside producer. 


Bob Alden Dies 


London, March 28. 

















raiser in 1916. Bob Alden, of the original “Two 
Clive is getting $1,100 for thej|Bobs,’ died here March 23. 
j a 
week. Opened nicely. He was 50 years old. 
' 
o 
By H. Hanson 
Cape Town, March 35. | youngsters place at smaller 
Depression acute, var educing staffs in their | 
Country off gold standard create ffice } <7 } 
livided opinion as to the wisdon : | 
it] a move, ‘ = 4 , Ce ore Berni rd Shaw and Mrs. | 
Thea +5 , ’ ¢ moe woOnu- . , 
I \¢ return of goicd seen a pop Sha in motor accident. due to hit- 
r demand. . : ing a wet pi on the road and 
. y , + rtmeor tir a 
ernment cepa ts © | skidding into a « G. B. S. un- 
Ca von Vv g£es. 1urt ft t Mrs S + her shin 
2 and wt sligh F ned. G. B.} 
~ 1d fac tories we ~ cont i ; ly . teé rram 
on half time. Rouses « 9 Cape Tow iy I indignant- | 
t ré Ti dé t [I « oa ditch, I 
‘ ac cu or -« ©! ‘ rie ‘ ( é thing li 
' 
8 Means big loss of spend- ‘ li ‘ fence, al 
ng tr ) oughout cou z severg] 
; : : . | 
ree .€acing diamond min ne- | | 
ling the famous De Beers, clos-| It is ! e ree egis- 
down March 31, throwing ered I » The es (] Ltd 
¢ out of work. iiaing t or ecreening |! 
— Me re (46 . ri fe ire S, i8 a 
Sohleeinger closing somé scne £ rn. | 
inemas., Dismissing capable man-! ] i €qa alre rs LOr govern- ; 
agers, epi setiamg mexpericnced | (Continued on page 714) ‘ 





March 28 


London 


Half of the West End's 44 legit 
heatres are now dark, with the few 
pend productions more than 
counterbalanced by likely closings. 
It's practically an unprecedented 
ondition for this time of the year. 

M rs e no longe inding 

iibis now, with most of them 

SIT t same Strange tactics as 
recently noticed in New York of 


blaming it all on the newspaper 


critics. As a matter of fact, there 
have been a dozen sad flops since 
New Year, and an unprecedented 


|! number of poor plays produced has 


ad- 


resulted in disappointing legit 
herents to the extent they're forsak- 


|} ing the theatre habit. 


Approximate Grosses 


(At current exchange rate) 
Adelphi Helen.’ Playing to con- 
] t it. it 1T $18 vu 


Aldwych Dirty 


ing al it $6,750 and looks good fo 
several months 

Alhambra—‘Waltzes from Vien: 
Still profitable at $13,100. If press 

ONndltions are maintained SNOW Cal 
linger through the summer, 
Ambassadors—‘So Far and No 
Father.’ Useless at $3,000 and will 
| fold shortly. 

Coliseum—‘White Horse Inn.’ Be- 


ginning to dwindle to a $13,100 pace. 
‘Casanova’ will replace soon. 

Drury Lane—‘Cavalcade.’ Getting 
$29,600, which is a bit below ca- 
pacity. Drop is attributed to weak 
matinees, 

Duchess—‘Rose Without a Thorn.’ 
Pitiful at $750. 

Gaiety—‘Hold My Hand.’ About 
two-thirds capacity for $7,500, with 
management confident gross. will 
progress because theatre has a defi- 
nite summer trade, 

Haymarket—‘Can the Leopard?’ 
Under $3,750 and lingering only till 
a new production can be found. 

Hippodrome — ‘Bow Bells.’ Still 
profitable at $11,200. Now running 
only three matinees a week instead 
of the six at beginning of run, and 
understood management is toying 
with the idea of a cut. 


His Majesty’s— ‘Julius Caesar.’ 
Doing splendidly for about $6,750. 
‘Du Barry’ will replace in early 
April, 


Palace—‘Cat and the Fiddle.’ Only 
about $11,950, meaning 80% houses. 
Bad matinee biz is given as the 
answer. 

Royalty—‘While Parents Sleep.’ 
About $3,350, okay for this small 
house. 

Saville—‘For the Love o’ Mike.’ 
About $6,350. A low figure but not 
in the red, because house manage- 
ment and play producer the same, 

Strand—‘It’s a Girl.’ Slumped to 
$4,500 and likely to depart soon. 

Whitehall—‘The Gay Adventure.’ 
In the money with about $4,100. 

Winter Garden—‘Walk This Way.’ 
About $6,766, meaning Gracie Field's 
share isn’t so big. 

W yndham’s—‘Green Pack’ 
$5,250. 





About 
Profitable and no worry. 


Reviving ‘Miracle’ 


London, March 28, 

Maud Allan will be in the cast 
of ‘The Miracle,’ Reinhardt produce 
tion being revived here. 

Norman McKinnell, who was re- 
hearsing the part of the King, is 
ill with the flu, and may be re- 
placed. 





‘Cannonball’ Harry Wahl 
And 5 Others Hurt in Mex. 


Mexico City, March 28. 


Six persons were more or less 


' . 
seriously injured in a blast due to 


ammunition 
express’ shown 


handling of 
for the ‘cannonball 
in a circus ring by Harry Wahl. 
German performer has previously 
done his stuff in the VU. S. 


careless 


joth Wahl and his American 
| manager, Henry Harnes, were 
|} among the injured. 
. , 
Vilches’ Tour 
Mexico City, Maz 
Arrangements have been com- 
pleted for a short cl icte 
engagement at Teatro Arbeu here 
by Ernesto Vilches, Mexican actor, 
who has come from Hollywood. In 
is party are Blanca Castejone, 


Spanish actress, and Rene Cardona, 
Spanish actor 
. 


Vilehes proposes a tour of South 
Aderica alter Lie local encaceuame, 
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Plays Out of Town 





RUFF NECK 


Atlantic City, March 26. 


Depression did not stay the hand 
of the Mask and Wig Club of Penn- 
sylvania, which gave its annual two 


Saturday - before - Easter perform- 
ances at the Apollo with lavish 
generosity. 

This year’s production, the 44th 


in the history of the Red and Blue's 
famous stage society, is called ‘Ruff 
Neck,’ and turns out to be a satiri- 
eal, topsy-turvy frolic and musical 
by-play on Queen Elizabeth and her 
court. Some of the lines are un- 
usually tart and sprinkled with not 
a little wit. 

There are even a few timid anc 
wary attempts to be naughty. The 
seore has variety and invention and 
two of the tunes, ‘I Rule England’ 
and ‘Five-Year Plan of Love (for 
two),’ should enjoy popularity. The 
whole burlesque plot every so often 
erupts into vivid chorus numbers 
and glittery stage effects and 20th 
century quips tossed about in 17th 


century dress provide most of the 
humor. 

The music is by Joseph F. Foll- 
mann, J and Charles Gilpin, the 
orchestrations by Donald Walker, 
who conducts, and the lyrics by 
Brickley Reichner. Beaumont 


Bruestle is responsible for the book, 
Jasper Deeter for the staging, John 
KE. Lonergan for the dancing en- 
sembles and Edwin M. Lavino for 
the costumes and sets. James B. 
Gadding plays the leading role of 
Queen Bess. Weintraud. 


SQUARE CROOKS 
(Coast Revival) 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Henry Duffy production. At El Capitan, 
Hollywood. Starring Joe E. Brown. By 
James P. Judge. Staged by Edwin Curtis. 
Wee BMGs 6c beens boc ses seed Joe E. Brown 






Kay Willlaon..ccccccscsccecs Isabelle Withers 
SUMO TOWER. cc cccecvessvcescoes Mia Marvin 
Mary Ellen O’Rourke......... Jane Darwell 
Sergeant Tom Hogan........../ A. S. Byron 
Larry Scott..... Se webecewacecens Jason Robards 
Harry Welch. .ccscocecccces Richard Cramer 
Mike Ioss...... esberdcvesssccsteer Bemare 
Philin Care0tis osdcceseece .».-Mitchell Harris 
oo SFr rer «+--James Sargent 
lil) Saree Secveereces Douglas Keaton 


Giving scant respect to the ante- 
diluvian script, Joe E. Brown turned 
the show into a vaudeville perform- 
ance, with himself as the exponent 
of versatility. His curtain session 
after the second act was a 10-min- 
ute turn with a dancing finale, 
drunk bits, acrobatics, and beaucoup 
mugging. It was deadly on legit 


dignity and illusion, but it was good 


entertainment. 


Brown's ad libbing is high class. 
Few actors could be 
similarly trusted not to step over 
He remembered he 
Story itself 


Also funny. 


the frontier. 
was behind footlights. 
developed smoothly enough, the ad 
libs being confined to the spots 

















A CURE FOR 
FEAR - FROZEN 
DOLLARS! 


HOW TO CORRECT 
AN ECONOMIC AILMENT 
that PROLONGS DEPRESSION 


It has happeneti before—many 
times—this aftermath of pan- 
ics and depressions which sees 
tremendous cash surpluses 
piled up, the money wealth of 
the country idling in huge 
repositories — hidden away— 
hoarded, out of circulation, 
Dollars—frozen by Fear! 

It is natural, human—yet, ie 
it sound? 

One of the simplest, surest, 
most effective ways to finan- 
cial security in later years— 
to a permanent unshrinkable 
estate that is certain whether 
you live or die—is a RETIRE- 
MENT ANNUITY. 


For further information see 


JOHN J. 
K EM P 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-9 











VERONICA CHARLES 


BLYTHE & SCHNEIDER 


INC, 
THEATRICAL COSTUMES 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Bryant 9-3913 





where the script was tissue-thin, 
anyhow. 
Excepting Jane Darwell, whose 
| high-pit hed voice was often inau- 
dible, cast was very effective. Jason 
Robards carried the second lead 
romantic interest, he being, like 
| Brown from pictures Isabelle | 
Withers’ overhand delivery was well | 
adapted to th hardboiled wife. | 
Richard Cramer was annoying]; 
disagreeable as a browbeating flat- 


along with Elmer Ballard as a hop- 
head killer. They kept the script 
from completely jumping the tracks. 

Hollywood has proven 


likes Joe E. Brown's mulligan stews 


It's not dramatic art, but it is popu- 


lar entertainment. Land, 


THE YOUNG IDEA 


Pasadena, March 22. 
Noel Coward comedy in three acts. First 
American presentation at Pasadena Com- 


munity Playhouse. Staged by Gilmour 
Brown and Addison Richards. 

George Brent......-seseee4 Addison Richards 
GOPGR < sccdce0 covecdececcoeseces Dolly Graves 
SHON. .ccccccccecscceseeseosed Alex Courtney 
Jennifer. .cccccccoosccccccers Martha Deane 


CROSS cc cccdictecccedecccosed 

Priscilla Hartleberry. 
Constance Deighton Simpson 

Claud Eiccles......ccrecs Cc. Glennon Hardy 


Julia Cragworthy..... ..Lysbeth Allison 
Fustace Dahbbit..cccccccceses Murray Yeats 
BiDF] Bilt. . wccoscccccecs Evelyn Knowles 
Rodney Masters.......+ e+es-Gordon Elliott 
HudGGle. ..ccccccscccccoseveses John Blagden 
Hiram J. Walkin........+. Howard Harding 
MAria..ccccscccvecsccsscccecess Maria Bonzi 

Noel Coward dashed off ‘The 


Young Idea’ when not 21 years old. 
Like ‘Hay Fever,’ written about the 
same time, it was indifferently suc- 
cessful when first produced. ‘Idea’ 
saw actuality in London some years 
ago, but until the Pasadena Com- 
munity Playhouse reached back 
into the archives last week the 
script had never been done in 
America, It is quite likely this 


condition will be altered for it’s 
nice, frothy entertainment. 
Story rotates about two pre- 


cocious youngsters, the girl 21, the 
brother, 18. Their mother is liter- 
ary, in Italy, while their father, re- 
married, lives as a fox-hunting 
country squire in England. First 
two acts gently spoof the stupidity 
and well-bred amorous peccadilloes 
of the scarlet-jacketed gentry. 
Children visit father and propel the 
cheating second wife to elope with 
her lover. Later they engineer the 
reunion of fataer and mother. 

It is the sort of story that women 
find ‘cute.’ That impression in the 
Pasadena production was height- 
ened by the talented young Thes- 
pians playing the sister and brother. 
Dolly Graves, a good actress and 
a pretty one, and Alex Courtney, 
graduate of the Dallas Little The- 
atre, clean-cut and blonde, com- 
bined perfectly to generate just the 
right degree of wild, youthful, mis-<s 
chievious, exuberance that the play 
requires. New York managers 
could look a long way and not bet- 
ter them in the eventuality, not 
unlikely, of the play arriving on 
Broadway. 

Addison Richards, 
Pasadena stage directors, played 
the father. He is a sterling actor 
of conviction and charm. Pasadena 
is a little theatre in name and in 
its acting school affiliation. Other- 
wise it adheres to professional 
standards and its actors are profes- 
sionals, or at least of extended ex- 
perience. It was a fair test of ‘The 
Young Idea’ for America and an 
easy winner for gentle amusement 
with something of that gay lunacy 
in ‘Hay Fever.’ Landa, 


A CHURCH MOUSE 


San Francisco, March 235. 

Henry Duffy is giving Ladislaus 
Fodor’s ‘A Church Mouse’ a high- 
class production for his California 
houses, using the former screen star, 
Colleen Moore, in the lead role. The 
play was staged by Russel Fillmore, 
with Duffy supervising. All in all, 
both the star and show got off to 
an auspicious start at the O'Farrell 
Street, though busipess opening 
night was under the expected ca- 
pacity. Good reviews by the dailies 
ev-d genuine enthusiasm for Miss 
Moore's convincing performance got 
a satisfactory second day's business, 
with the advance sale for the limited 
engagement showing an immediate 
pickup. 

Local cast includes Jameson 
Thomas as Baron Von Ullrich, a 
role Thomas was hurried into and 
which he handled fairly well for the 
opening, though marring a smooth 
performance by several missteps on 
his lines. Thomas after a slow 
start as the highly important Aus- 


one of the 





trian financier, picked up mo- 
mentum and won an appreciative 
response fron. the audience. 


| Cyril Chadwick as Count Von 
Talheim was particularly well done, 











foot, and held the dramatic conflict | 
| | 
| 


1; ers, 
before it | 


LONDON SHOW WORLD 


(Continued from page 61) 


theory was that they did not want 
criticism of this kind. 





For Fox? 
Leonard Howard, who sold Eric 
Hakim, indie producer, ‘Two White 


Arms,’ Margaret Bannerman, 
Adolphe Menjou and Claude Allis- 
ter over one dinner table, is now 
trying to sell Miss Bannerman to 
Fox for the Mary Clare part in the} 
talkerization of ‘Cavalcade.’ 
Foreign Films Still Big 
London still seems to have an 


enormous audience for foreign talk- 
Proportionately to the seating 
the houses they play, 
films get grosses as 


capacities of 
the language 
high as many. 

Universal’s little Rialto, lost on 
the main stem of Coventry street, 
was a back number two years ago. 
Since it started its policy of Conti- 
nental product it has scored in- 
creasingly good business. 

‘A Nous La Liberte,’ the new Rene 
Clair film, has grossed more there 
than did ‘The Jazz Singer’ in the 
days of the early talkers. 


% Dividend 

A first dividend of 25% on claims 
has been granted by the joint liqui- 
dators in the case of the Goodson 
tramophone Record Co., Ltd., which 
went into voluntary liquidations in 
December, 1930. Company was 
formed by Jack Goodson to exploit 
a disc process. Goodson claimed 
over $25,000 under his contract, 
which the liquidators disallowed. 

On going to court, Goodson was 
granted $17,500, which, being salary 
money, had to be deducted from the 
assets. 

Less than 50% will be yielded in 
the liquidation of the concern, 





May Form Bureau 

Cinematograph Exhibitors Asso- 
ciation, faced with the danger of 
anti-film propaganda in England, is 
proceeding with the formation of a 
central bureau on Hays lines. 

All that remains now is to get the 
right man to head it. 


Roland Young’s Film 
Roland Young due here shortly 
for a holiday will probably make a 
talker for British International. 


Korda Set 
Alexander Korda’s company is all 
set here. Korda hopes to start work 
on his first within a few weeks. 


Even Pro Football Off 

Example of the serious state of 
all amusement business in England 
just at present is afforded by a 
glance at the position of professional 
football, the game which is like re- 
ligion in this country. 

Of the 88 leading professional 
teams in this country, at least 50 
are in a desperately bad way, over- 
drawn at the bank, facing reduced 
gate receipts, poor incoming team 
talent, and a general slackening of 
public support. 

On the other hand, the ace teams 
still play to 55,000 for an ordinary 
league game, and cup battles can 
still draw $50,000. 


Al and Ray Samuels Balk 

Al and Ray Samuels were promi- 
nently billed at the Palladium as a 
forthcoming attractions; then they 
were quietly taken out of the lobby. 

Act was never actually booked. 
They were pencilled in when the 
management started a squabble over 
salaries. This was one case where 
the team did not give in. 


Chorus Girl Makes Good 

A young chorus girl, Nancy Neill, 
getting $18.50 per week in ‘Waltzes 
from Vienna,’ was suddenly called 
upon to understudy the leading 
lady, Adrienne Brune, who fell out 
through loss of voice. She made an 
instantaneous hit and has been 
playing the part for the last fort- 
night. She has since then been 
signed up by Sir Oswald Stoll for 
another production and is at pres- 
ent being sent to a dramatic school 
to study voice and dancing. 

500 Millionaires 

There’s an idea England is broke. 

For the year ending March 31, 
1931, according to official report just 
issued, there were 540 men earning 
more than $250,000 a year. This 
means there were over 500 million- 
aires in pounds. Of these 540, 157 











j had incomes exceeding $500,000. 





with Helene Millard doing a good 
job as Olly Frey, the vivacious first 
secretary. Charles Campbell as the 
Baron's young brother was quite 
nervous and unimportant. Russell 
Fillmore portraying Jackson was 
not up to his direction and not hap- 
pily cast, though acceptable. Miss 
Moore is one of the most capable 
filn. stars to try her hand on the 








shop. 


legit stage for Duffy’s local show 
Kurtz. 














Opens April 6th for Fanchon & Marco 


TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


In “YOUTHFUL AS EVER,” by NEVILLE FLEESON 


Personal Mer.—JOHN HYDE, WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
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Plays Abroad 





UN HOMME NU 


(‘A Nude Man’) 
Paris, March 15. 
A play in four acts by Yves Mirande. 
Produced by Quinsen at the Palais Royale, 


Paris, March 10. In cast: Suzet Mais, Du- 
valles, Jacques Louvigny, Mireille, Chris- 
tiane Delyne, Paul Faivre, Renee Varville, 
Claud Dauphin, Alice Beylat, Argentin, 
Christiane Delval, Suffel, Guy Rapp, Roger 
Ludge 


Yves Mirande has turned out a 
winner, likely to spread quickly over 
the whole Continent. In Europe it 
may even get on the screen if suit- 
ably doctored. For America it is 
unlikely. Title, meaning literally 
‘Naked Man,’ may be justified, be- 
cause a couple of boys on the stage 
strip as models for a girl sculptor, 
but the best translation of the title 
would be just ‘Stripped,’ play show- 
ing not only nude men, but their 
naked minds in matters regarding 
private life and politics, and also a 
very complete Lesbian affair. 

Play is in four acts, first and last 
taking place in the study of a poli- 
tician, and the two middle acts, 
which are really one act in two ta- 
bleaux separated by a short drop of 
the curtain, shows the studio of the 
sculptor. Sets are by Emile Bertin, 
and the studio is exceedingly good. 
Play might possibly be slightly com- 
pressed by pruning, but the whole 
thing is polished up by a most bril- 
liant Yves Mirande dialog, with 
some of the lines drawing applause. 
Treatment of politics is the most 
biting satire. 

The production is done very nice- 
ly and acting is excellent. Suzet 
Mais does the Lesbian girl sculptor, 
and though she has not yet the 
stage assurance of an old hand, she 
gives a very good account of her- 
self, is a looker and has youth, 
which would have been missing in 
Spinelly, who was first slated for 
the part. Other femme parts are 
done very nicely, especially by Mi- 
reille, who first appears as the ultra- 
timid maiden to be married off by 
some modernistic parents, and aft- 
erwards as the most up-to-date 
young wife, approached by the Les- 
bian. 

The men of the cast are equally 
good, headed by Duvalles, whose 
part in the story is not the most 
important, but whose character im- 
personation of the unscrupulous up- 
start justifies his being given a play, 
permitting him to put the rest in 
the shade. Duvalles was mentioned 
nearly two years ago in ‘Variety’ as 
worth following, and also to be 
given a scréen test. He is now con- 
sidered one of the foremost Paris 
character actors, and has just been 
given a Pathe-Natan termer, mak- 
ing him one of the highest paid 
screen actors in France. Rest of 
the men would each deserve a men- 
tion if they were not overshadowed 
by Duvalles. 

Story in itself is rather compli- 
cated, comprising several affairs. 
The main trend is on the following 
plan: 

The son of one politician is to 
marry the dumb-looking daughter 
of another politician, who himself 
has an affair with his secretary, 
who herself has endless affairs with 
everybody in the play and ends by 
marrying a grafting political up- 
start, whose current business is pil- 
fering funds raised for a projected 
monument, The girl’s fiance no- 
tices a young woman living across 
the street and is informed that she 
is a girl sculpter, and is very much 
‘that way.’ He nevertheless ar- 
ranges in the second act to get in 
her studio, supposedly as a model 
sent by an agency, and, though the 
girl realizes who he is, she doesn’t 
say so, and makes him strip next to 
a regular model in a ‘pansy’ scene. 
The man appeals to her, and she 
breaks an engagement with her 
Lesbian mate, finally spending the 
night with him, as represented by a 
drop of the curtain. 

The young man’s father, future in- 
laws, and fiance are brought in by 
the upstart under pretense of visit- 
ing the studio, but on some flimsy 
explanation everything is squared, 
and in the last act the young man 





is seen married but still carryine 
on with the sculptor, and the double 
couple on the point of making to 
unique three-cornered affair, whic} 
such morals as still exist, prevail, 
resulting in the Lesbian returning 
to her girl friend, and the young 
couple remain unchanged by 
adventures. This is all 
intermixed with politica] pilfering 
of the most amusing order, but 
which, despite its slight exaggera. 
tion, rings true, as instanced by a 
jobless politician obtaining from a 
friend the job of president of the 
Bank of France. Mavi. 


LA POUPONNIERE 


(‘The Kindergarten’) 


Paris, March 20 
Three-act musical comedy by Rene Pujol 
and Ch. L. Pothier. Music vy Henry Vere 
dun and C. Oberfeld. Produced by Quinson 
at the Bouffes Parisiens, Paris, March 16 
Cast: Francoise Rosay, Jacqueline Frane 
cell, Meg Lemonnier, Davia, Regine Paris 
Koval, Louis Blanche, Carette, Jose Sergy, 
D'Ary Brissac, Harsac, and chorus of eight. 


their 
Strongly 


Francoise Rosay, who is Mrs, 
Jacques Feyder, is the moving spirit 
of this show, her personality being 
as commanding when she is on the 
stage as that of an admiral board- 
ing one of his ships. She sings well 
and acts with the same naturalness 
which made her famous here on the 
screen. 

Her characterization as the ex- 
mistress of an American millionaire 
who wants to marry off their daugh- 
ter to some man (which plan is 
eventually defeated by the young 
doctor who runs the kindergarten 
she opened with the millionaire’s 
money) is excellent. Her daughter 
is charmingly done by Jacqueline 
Francell. Opposition as he. fiance’s 
mistress is by Meg Lemonnier. Lat- 
ter is equally charming but, prob- 
ably due to management feeling that 
she is always liable to skip into pic- 
tures and require an understudy, 
her part has been reduced to com- 
paratively little. consisting mainly 
of a dance and bedroom business of 
the stripiest. 


Only other femme of any impor- - 


tance is Davia, very good as a maid. 
Her part was originally to have 
been done by Simone Simon, but 
latter is making films in Central 
Europe. 

Apart from Francoise Rosay, the 
other three femmes do a lot of strip- 
ping, not only pyjamas but undies, 
the three women being seen in the 
third act in a strict minimum in 
three beds of the _ kindergarten, 
where they are supposed to be hid- 
ing. Davia’s underclothing, supe 
posed to be old-fashioned, is merely 
funny. Francell’s lingerie with the 
side slit is great, but Meg Lemon- 
nier’s close-fitting chemise, as short 
and tight as can be any bathing 
suit, whether it be black lace in the 
second act or green with frills in the 
third act and showing a few inches 
of real Lemonnier between the top 
of the long stockings and the hips, 
rather cheapens the girl, and is not 
in keeping with the personality 
Paramount has been building for 
her. Apart from that, her dancing 
and singing is corking. 

The men are good, with Koval, 
popular comedian, amusing as the 
American millionaire, and Carette 
doing some good comedy as the 
stupid servant. He attempts a Will 
Mahoney in the nursery, using @ 
wheeleart with baby’s milk bottles 
as a xylophone to accompany the 
chorus of one of his songs. 

As to the music, it does more 
credit to the memory than to the 
inventive faculties of the authors. 

Sets are nicely done, first showing 
the hall in the kindergarten, then @ 
bedroom where Meg Lemonnier and 
Francell successively go to bed, and 
finally a dormitory in the nursery. 

Credit for dances is given Quin- 
ault, but the chorus of eight would 
not hurt the show by punching 
clocks elsewhere. As to Miss Lem- 
onnier, whose dresses are merely for 
entrance purposes, she breaks into 
dances which are strictly her own 
as soon as she gets into undies. — 

Bouffes Parisien patronage !5 like 
ly to push this show until ie sume 
mer. Mazi. 


——, 














WARNING 


FRED HILLEBRAND 


In His New Act 


“THE TRYOUT” 


Ys Employing 


‘The Transformation Spotlight’ 


A New and Novel Comedy Idea of His Own Conception 
Which Is Fully Protected 


Direction—LEO FITZGERALD-BILLY McCAFFREY 
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EE 
New York Succumbs New Class Comic Mag 
. . 
New York hgh mncey 4 ago New Generation Following ‘Ballyhoo’ and _ its Best Sellers 
ieee a hae ge Dea many imitations comes the emer- 
about tolerate ’ gence of a monthly named ‘Ameri- i i 
‘scribbling colony in the old Village, Hollywood, March 28. cana.’ It’s hi-hat ‘bed attempts to Best Sellers for week ending March 19 as reported by the American 
and would sometimes turn out in New rule in effect on the appeal to the intelligenzia. News Company, Inc. and branches. 
, Oaklan “anf.. -* a Leas 
paying qeaniy for a oy ay ons pst ge I er gg yy Ain Among the officers of the new Fiction 
nore famous o ne writin é ae e ‘ : 
= the & i in f thi so hats off in the city rooms peste Cleon Throckmorton, who Thirteen Women ($2.50) c.cccccccccecccceeseeees by Tiffany Thayer 
eraft, is now going in tor ings " ? . contributes cartoons. Also a con- Good Earth ($2.50) By Pearl S. Buck 
in a big way. Edict was made after a tributor-officer is Majesca, known tag dirge a ee ae : ste Fi: 
literary i : " friend of th bli ss + P 7 , = bi Miss Pinkerton ($2.00) ....cccccccvccceees- by Mary Roberts Rinehart 
Keeping up with all the literary nd of the publisher’s com in theatrical circles. . , 2 00 larertcls ing 
tivities about town today is as plained to him that a cub wore Alex King is president, and too Challenge of Lave (92.00) ccossesvecccocsess+ +My WREWIER DOOping 
- . ieteartiles : his headpiece all the time he ; Ph gal re pinctec sigs Rig ae = Magnolia Street ($2.50) c..cccccccccccccccccsesens By Louis Golding 
much a task as thoroughly follow- gee. a ga se gy Ae doubles in the contribution end. Mary’s Neck ($2.50) By Booth Tarkington 
ing the theatre, for instance. bir os a reg of a club King is a young lad who started ict dla rite rrr ieee in eh ga kd 7 : 
Nightly lectures by or about scrib- meeting from her. artistic endeavors as a novelist | Non-Fiction 
plers, literary forums, radio book under the name of Rosenberg. | Way of a Lancer ($3.00) ...... (henewoueenas By Richard Boleslavski 
talks, authors’ teas, poetry readings,| was preparing to get out Miss Then he tried playwrighting as Only Yesterday ($3.00) .....e.6. eoceese-s- BY Frederick Lewis Allen 
pook chats—these and other events | Buck’s sequel to ‘The Good Earth,’ Rose and finally settled on illus- Story of My Life ($3.50) ..ccccesees es .By Clarence Darrow 
furnish those so minded with full | called ‘Sons of the Good Earth.’ trating as King. Once a Grand Duke ($3.50) ...ccccccccees By Grand Duke Alexander 
daily schedules. Appearance of ‘The Young Revo- As an illustrator he made rep United States in World Affairs ($3.00) ......... By Walter Lippman 
Used to be a time when an au- | lutionist’ caused a postponement o! by doing a set of pics for Sam Put- Bee Ge ROIOE CERO? 040d os 6 sdeen cetera By John Truslow Adams 


thor’s tea was an event, when a 
prose reading was something to be 
earefully avoided, when literary 
discussions were limited to the oc- 
cupant of a table at the Algonquin 
or the Brevoort, and book reviews 
were contained within the formal 
confines of the literary supplements 
of the newspapers and mags, 

Today scribblers read from their 
own works or those of others, and 
will comment on anything pertain- 
ing to the craft. And the audiences 
they attract would make any the- 
atre operator enviable. Free or paid 
for, the literary meets draw, and 
not the same bunch, either. 

There are a number of gathering 
places for the literati. The Village 
has many, though it’s not as im- 
portant a haunt for scribblers as it 
used to be. Most important places 
in the Village are the Grub Street 
Club, Vagabonds, Vanguard Work- 
ers Club and Henry Harrisons. 

Midtown there’s the Book of the 
Hour Club, Muhlenberg Forum, 
Rand ‘school, New School for So- 
cial Research, The Group, the Pa- 
gans, Town Hall and Youth House. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music is also 
a frequent gathering place, as is 
the Bronx Free Fellowship. 

Hotels shelter a number of liter- 
ary groups, and many of the im- 
portant bookshops, like the Moss & 


Kamin, Gotham Book Mart and 
others, conduct literary meets as 
essential parts of their business. 


Then, of course, there are the gath- 
erings of writers’ clubs, the number 
of which is growing rapidly. 

The wonder of it is that the 
scribblers, both professional and 
tyro, who go in for all these activi- 
ties in a big way, can manage to 
get some scribbling done, too A 
field day, though, for the middle- 
aged ladies who take their litera- 
ture seriously. 





3 Well Knowns 


Three New York newspapermen 
have turned mag publishers with a 
series of crime publications, First is 
‘World Famous Kidnapings,’ to go 
on the stands this week, to be fol- 
lowing next month by ‘World Fa- 
mous Murders.’ 

Trio getting out the mags are 
Lionel White, Alfred Larke and 
Elihu Joseph, all three well known 
in the local newspaper fraternity. 
Lionel White is the Ely Culbertson 
of poker, and the only newspaper- 
man in the world who can tell the 
difference between gin and paint re- 
mover, Larke holds the two-finger 
typing championship of New York, 
unofficially, and Joseph is the only 
newspaperman-picture actor, who, 
after the first look at his face on 
the screen, quickly went from Hol- 
lywood to the New York city rooms. 

White and Joseph have had mag 
publishing experience, the former 
on a film fan publication which 
went into bankruptcy as soon as he 
joined the staff and Joseph on a 
theatre management mag _ which 
went floppo, too. In the belief that 
two floppos make a success, the 
pair, with Larke,’“are confident of 
being headed in the right direction. 

Office of the trio’s mag is Larke’s 
bedroom on Morton street. It’s 
Lionel White’s bedroom, too. Also 
Joseph's, 


Protective Move 

The John Day company has made 
@& deal with the Friendship Press, 
Publishers of religious books, by 
which it takes over the general mar- 
keting of Pearl S. Buck's ‘The Young 
Revolutionist.’ It’s a move by Day 
to protect its author, Miss Buck, 
Who attained the best seller class 
With her ‘The Good Earth.’ 

Miss Buck, of a missionary family 
living in China, wrote ‘The Young 
Revolutionist’ as a means of further- 
ing missionary work in that land. 
It's a short piece and ordinarily 
might not have meant much but for 
the author's sudden and later 
Prominence, Sensing the possibili- 
ues of the new work, the Friend- 
Ship Press began a big exploitation 
‘ampaign, and meanwhile John Day | 





‘Sons’ till the spring, with Day ®n- 
deavoring to effect an agreement 
with the Friendship Press by which 
the two new Buck books would not 
conflict. Day will immediately get 
out ‘The Young Revolutionist’ to 
clear the field for ‘Sons of the Good 
Earth.’ 





Jewish Club’s Dinner 

Jewish Writers’ Club will give a 
dinner at the Astor hotel April 10, 
the proceeds to go to indigent Yid- 
dish writers. It will be the first of 
a number of money raising events 
to aid members, 

Its never been very good for Yid- 
dish scribblers economically, few if 
any of them supporting themselves 
from their writings alone. That ex- 
cepts the fortunate few employed on 
the Yiddish-language newspapers. 

Typical instances of how Yiddish 
scribblers keep going are Shaye 
Budin, who has been a book sales- 


man; David Ignatoff, an _ office 
manager; Oscar Rosen, fur sales- 
man, and Ra-Boy, a worker in a 


garment factory. 

Yiddish scribblers in almost every 
case have to finance their own 
books, and limited markets rarely 
supply a return on the investment. 
Occasionally, one like David Pinski 
will get an English translation pub- 
lished and may see some money. 
But for the rest there’s little money 
in writing so they've got to get it 
elsewhere. 





Pulp to Hi-brow 


‘Beerhood Days,’ a recollection of 
other days, has been taken by H. L. 
Mencken for his American Mercury. 
Bob Brown wrote it from the com- 
fort of a Riviera background and 
shipped it over. 

Brown was one of the first writers 
of the ‘Dead Eye Dick’ novels for S. 
& S. pulp consumption and for a 
number of years turned out practi- 
eally a novel a week. Then, several 
years ago, with his saved-up cash, 
went to Europe and turned intel- 
lectual. Going from hi-brow literati 
to the pulps for a living, is quite 
common, but Brown is one of the 
first to reverse the process. 


A. A. Cohen Withdraws 
Alfred A. Cohen is out of the two 
film mags, ‘Screenland’ and ‘Silver 
Screen,’ with John H. Bachem and 
Donald E. Curran the new publish- 


ers. Change, though abrupt, not 
yet explained. 
Announced by Cohen from his 


Queens home that he has no plans 
for the future, and not decided 
whether he will return to the pub- 
lishing business. 





H-E’s Book Contest 


Robert H. Wilson, book editor for 
the Chicago ‘Herald and Examiner,’ 
is slated to start a book-preference 
contest this Thursday (31). Con- 
test will tie in both the Hearst daily 
and the Hearst Chicago transmitter, 
KYW, over which Wilson delivers 
a weekly book harangue. 

Contest will invite the readers 
and listeners to denote the choice 
in the type of books; mystery, ro- 
mance, adventure, and the rest. 
Prizes carded to be 25 books. Cam- 
paign is understood to be mainly 
an attempt to determine the exact 
drawing power of the book sections, 
both over the ether and in the 
print, 





Brought Up to Date 

A western weekly has missed two 
publication days. 

One of the owners of the paper 
is visiting all news stands in the 
city, and with a rubber stamp is 
putting a new date on the two-week 
old papers. 





John Well’s First 
John Wells, one time secretary 
to Arthur Hammerstein, and one 
of the several librettists of Vincent 
Youmans’ ‘Great Day,’ has had his 
first novel published. 
Brentano's is bringing 
‘Rafter Romance.’ 


out his 


nam’s translation of ‘Rabelais.’ 
Rest was a cinch. Among other 
contribs to Americana are Art 


Young, probably the first cartoonist 
with socialistic tendencies to make 
a reputation, and I. Klein, who won 
his spurs on ‘New Yorker’ and 
‘New Masses.’ 





‘Judge’ Continues 
went into fore- 
will continue its existence, 
purchasers of the mag at the 
forced sale having organized a new 
publishing firm, Judge 
Inc., for this purpose. Fred L. 
gan is the new publisher, 
Most of the staff remain headed 
by Jack Shuttleworth, editor. May- 
be some slight alterations in policy 
and a trimming in overhead. 


‘Judge, which 
closure, 


the 


Magazine, 
Ro- 





Valley Rivalry Ends 
Bitter rivalry between dailies of 
the San Joaquin and Sacramento 
valley territory of California ended 
with the purchase of the Fresno 
‘Republican’ by Carlos McClatchy, 
owner and publisher of the ‘Bee’ in 
Fresno and the ‘Bee’ in Sacramen- 
to. 
Purchase gives McClatchy control 
of the entire valley district with 
its large farm population. 


Hearst's L. A. Cut 


Los Angeles ‘Examiner’ has re- 
duced wages throughout the organ- 
ization by 10%, with the mechanical 
departments on a five-day basis. 

National advertising department 
has been disbanded, with all these 
men switched over to the W. W. 
Chew organization, Latter has taken 
over that branch from all Hearst 
morning papers similar to the 
functioning of the Rodney Boone 
org. for the Hearst evening papers. 





Nan Britton’s 2d 


The group which sponsored Nan 
Britton’s book, ‘The President's 
Daughter,’ is getting out another 
work by Miss Britton called ‘Honesty 
or Politics.” In the new work the 
author is understood to take a rup 
at those who tried to squelch her 
first book. 

Preparations are being made to 
vacate the 42nd street offices which 
served as the publishing head- 
quarters for the two books. No rea- 
son given. 





From N. ¥. to Chicago 

‘Radio Guide,’ published in New 
York by George U’Tassy, has turned 
loose its entire editorial staff with 
the exception of one man, and be- 
sinning this week will publish in 
Chicago. 

Mag employed about 10 or 12 men 
on the New York end. The lone sur- 
vivor will do leg work around the 
Manhattan stations, 





‘Star’ Starts 

Welford Beaton’s ‘Film Specta- 
tor’ has definitely folded as an in- 
dividual publication, and is merged 
in James G. Doyle's five-cent pic- 
ture tab as a featured department. 

First issue of the tab was on the 
stands March 28 with an April 16 
dateline and Beaton’s volume num- 
ber, ‘Vol. 12, No. 13.’ Mast is ‘Hol- 
lywood Star’ with ‘and the Holly- 
wood Spectator’ in small type. 





Chi ‘Times’ Snubs Sat. 

Chicago ‘Daily Times’ is no longer 
a full-week daily. Tabloid, which 
has been in existence about two 
years, has quit its Saturday issue 
entirely. 

Has arrived instead with a bc 
Sunday edition, which hits the 
stands early on Saturday evening. 
Makes the only regular evening 
Chicage rag either with a Sunday 
edition or without a Saturday num- 
ber. 


Payson Joins Leydig 
William Farquhar Payson, recent- 
ly publishing books on his own, 
gives up his persona! identity to 
amalgamate with Raymond A. Ley- 
dig, head of the firm known as Hol- 
j born House. Forthcoming books of 














the two will bear the Holborn House 
imprint, 

Payson began his book publish- 
ing career as one of the partners of 
Payson & Clarke, now defunct. Also 
published a couple of class mags at 
one time. 





Toledo’s New Paper 

Toledo's latest newspaper, ‘The 
Tribune,’ hit for the first 
time Friday running 20 
and containing 2,000 
Harold Place, 
‘News Bee.’ is 
‘Trib.’ It will 
day. 

William Hedrick. former editor of 
the ‘Blade,’ is in the same capacity 


the streets 
(26) pages 
ads 
the 
the 
Fri- 


inches of 
editor of 
chief of 
every 


former 
the 


be issued 


at the ‘Tribune.’ Cc. L. Ozburn, 
farmer national ad mer. of the 
‘News Bee,’ is ad director of the 
new publication. William Hirsch, 
previously of the ‘Bee’ is circula- 
tion mer. 

Price of the new sheet is five- 
cents and a sworn circulation of 


50,000 readers has been made, 
Byers Leaves ‘Post’ 
Vincent (Pop) Byers has left the 
New York ‘Evening Post,’ of which 
he was managing editor. In.charge 
are Julian Mason, editor, and Ralph 
Renaud, who has the title of ex- 

ecutive editor. 
There was a dispute over stories 
between the trio. 





H. T. Watts 


Harry T. Watts, 46, 
manager of the Des Moines (la.) 
‘Register and Tribune,’ died at his 
home there March 24 following a 
cerebral hemorrhage. Among other 
things Watts was vice-president of 
the Major Market Newspapers, Inc., 
and was active in national adver- 
tising and newspaper associations. 

Surviving are the widow and five 
children, 


Passes 


business 


Brewster as Agent 
Eugene V. Brewster, former editor 
of ‘Motion Picture’ and other film 
magazines, now advertising in 
writer’s publications that he’s an 
agent for marketing of plays, novels 
and stories, with usual reading fee 
charged except to known authors. 

Brewster is in Hollywood. 





Knopf Abroad 


Alfred Knopf, the publisher, has 
been in London staying at the 
Savoy. 

Knopf makes a trip to Europe at 
least once a year with a view to 
keeping in touch with the authors 
he handles for the States. 


Dirks Quits Cartooning 

Rudolph Dirks, known for his 
‘Katzenjammer Kids,’ is retiring 
from the cartoon field. 

Dirks has gone to Maine on an 
extended vacation. Upon return- 
ing he will devote himself to paint- 
ing, being prominent as a landscape 
artist. 





Belloc Cancels 
Iliness of Hilaire Bellos, English 
writer, has forced him to cancel a 
scheduled lecture tour of the United 
Stctes, 
He has not sufficiently recovered 
to muke the trip to these shores, 


Birdwell Ghosting 


Serialized life story of Mary 
Nolan, running in the L.A. ‘Ex- 
aminer,’ is being ghosted by Rus- 


sell J. Birdwell, newsman, who for- 
ferly was a director at Fox, 
Two Years Ahead 


‘Satevepost’ is said to have enough 


fiction and article material on hand 
to last two years. Only the most 
urgent or timely material has a 


chance for current acceptance, 


New Travel Magazine 
Preparations being made for the 
publication of a new travel mag to 
be called ‘The Tourist.’ Publication 
office has been opened in New York, 

and staff now being selected, 





‘Journal’ Cuts Too 
New York ‘Evening Journal’ is 
added to the string of Hearst papers 


cutting salaries. The slice, affecte 
ing reportorial and editorial staffs, 
ranges from 5 to .20%, the latter 


applying to salaries in excess of 
$200 weekly. 


Largest item in the publication of 


such a paper is newsprint which 
dropped from $66 to $52 per ton. 
Estimates are that the publication 
cost dropped an approximate $1,- 
000,000 in the year. Most other 
papers have not had the same 


break proportionately because their 
consumption of newsprint does not 
begin to measure up to that of the 
‘Journal.’ 

Other 
sliced 


New York dailies having 
salaries are ‘World - Tele- 
gram,’ ‘Sun’ and ‘Post’ first two 
cutting 10%, with five percent for 
the ‘Post.’ Tabs not reported cut- 
ting. ‘News’ considered a five-day 
per week plan which would have 
added men to staff but idea was 
disregarded. 


Chatter 
Viking Press publishing 
detective story. 
Richard 


its first 


Lockridge, New York 


‘Sun’ drama critic, has written a 
biog of Edwin Booth, called ‘Darl- 
ing of Misfortune,’ which Century 
will publish. 

Russell Crouse’s next, ‘Murder 


Won't Out,’ is about New York’s un- 
solved murder mysteries from the 
1850’ to the present. 

In a sudden spurt of activity, 
Cyril Hume will have still another 
new book out soon, 

New publishing low for Dutton 
was only eight books for March, 


Margaret Fishback’s book of 








poems, ‘I Feel Better Now,’ be- 
yond its fifth printing. 

Theron Bamberger has written a 
newspaper play, ‘Man Bites Dog.’ 

Madeline Blackmore writing about 
Reno. 

Rosalie and Eva Forbes collabe 
ing. 

Sophie Treadwell has written @ 
flock of plays since ‘Machinal,’ but 
hasn’t sold any of them yet. 

William Seabrook out of Timbuc- 


too. Expect a new book any week 
now. 
That ‘Little Tigress’ of Wallace 


Smith’s to come out next month is 
not a new book. A reissue. Smith 
still doing film writing. 

Senedict Thielen in 
The missus, too, 

Evelyn Willow won't write a mys- 
tery story because the background 
she would have to create would 
scare her. 

Phyllis Bottome 
England next month, 

‘Unclay,’ of Theodore F. 
is not pig latin, 

Julia Peterkin admits a liking for 
poker. 

Frances and Mason Merrill pre- 
paring a book on American nud- 
ists. 

Helen K. Carpenter novelizing her 
husband's ‘Whistling in the Dark.’ 

Sinclair Lewis boosting Louis 
Adamic. 

Clarence Housman ghost-writ one 
of the forthcoming books on Rus- 
sia, but won't tell which one. 

E. E. (Lower Case) Cummings 
may go Hollywood, Jim Geller pilot-e 
ing. 

Stanley Rose around again after 
his recent illness. 

Bernard Simon writes fiction, too, 
but the pieces are all in the trunk. 

No fish story from Zane Grey ina 
long time. 

Jonas Arnold aiming for the 
evepost.’ 

Although a surgeon, A. C. Cronin 
won't operate on any of his books. 

J. B. Priestley is now London's 
leading literary oracle. 

Faulkner does ‘Sanctuary,’ 80 
Mary Britton Miller writes ‘Without 
Sanctuary.’ 

A 3c weekly, ‘Starlight,’ is being 
planned by Joe Bonica, editor-pube 


New York, 


goes back to 
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Big City Small 
Watters Moving 
To Hills to Save 


———— 


March 28. 


metro- 


Chicago, 
Small watt stations in the 
politan areas are beginning to feel 
the 
from the multi-watters 


terrific pinch of competition 
and are in- 
venting sorts of angles in 
order to couple of 
and stay alive. And one 
most important coin-saving 
among these one-lunged stations is 
the growing practice of skipping 
out of the big town entirely, and 
moving their studio right out to 
the transmitters out in the country- 
side. 

By maintaining only 
ness office in the town, 
all their broadcasting from the 
country transmitter booth, the 
tiny-watters figure to save on three 
important items, telephone line 
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‘CREAM OF WHEAT’ PROGRAM 
Every Morning Over WJZ at 7:45 
Nationa! Broadcasting Company 

















Ever-Ready 
Safety Razor Program 
Sponsored by 
Americar. Safety Razor Co. 
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CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
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Afternoon Whoopee 





Little Jack Little, a confirmed 
good timer, is compromising 
his party penchant by talk- 
ing about those wild whoopees 
he’s been having all after- 
noon. ‘In fact,’ he says, ‘I 
didn’t get in until dinner time.’ 

This is in line with Little’s 
breakfast broadcasts at 9 a.m. 
over WABC every morning, 
which created the problem for 
whether or not to go to 
sleep at all before etherizing 
his stuff. He compromised by 
doing his partying before the- 


him 











atre time instead of after, in 
order to get enough sleep for 
the breakfast etherizing. 
charges, union help and _ studio 
rent. 
Line Charges 
Of these notes, the most expen- 


sive is the line charge figure, and 
the small watters which operate on 
a couple of collar-buttons are find- 
ing it tough to pay for running 
its entire program out on telephone 
wires to its mechanism spotted 
some 50 or 100 miles out in the 
hills. And again, stations within 
metropolitan areas are usually 
within the jurisdiction of powerful 
musicians’, electricians’, and other 
unions, and are saddled with a min- 
imum number of men and a min- 
imum wage scale. Out in the 
sticks, the stations find themselves 
often outside the territory of the 
unions and thus can get by on a 
fraction of what the metropolitan 
unions would cost them. Final item 
of studio rent is apt to figure to 
heavy coin when the small-watters 
tried to put on the ritz and operate 


in some classy midtown office 
building. 
But things being as they are, 


many of this weak-lunged outfits 
are forgetting about swank. They've 
discovered that since they operate 
only with records, they don’t need 
any studio, and that the records 
sound just as good, and _ cost 
cheaper, when placed on the turn- 
table out by the countryside trans- 
mitter. 


PLAN TO ‘CAN’ SERIES 
OF RADIO INTERVIEWS 


If CBS execs permit, Bob Tap- 
linger, of CBS's publicity depart- 
ment, will sell his ‘Meet the Artist’ 
programs for commercial radio 


discs. An agency is now negotiating 
for the series for radio discs, but 
Taplinger will not be able to enter 
into any deal before receiving the 
consent of the network's execs. 

Taplinger started the ‘Meet the 
Artist’ broadcasts last May, inter- 
viewing a different radio celeb 
each week. Program gets 55 CBS 
stations. 








Ex-Pug on Network 
Chicago, March 28. 
Charlie White, ex-pug, who hith- 
ertofore had confined the ether plug- 
ging of his own method of achiev- 


ing the body beautiful to a local 
outlet, starts selling this physical 
culture idea by mail order over the 
NBC network April 11. It will be 
on a six mornings a week schedule. 

White himself will monopolize 
practically the entire quarter-hour 
session with his exercise spiel. A 
pianist will relieve him during the 
breathing spells. 





ROLFE’S SOLOISTS 


B. A. Rolfe returns to the air for 
Ivory Soap April 7 with 35 men, 
including soloists like Frederic 
Fradkin, violinist; Lucien Schmidt, 
‘cellst, and William Tong, trumpet 
with Sousa for years. Wilt be on 
the air twice weekly for 15-min- 
uate periods. 

Fradkin, a former Brunswick re- 
cording artist and concert master 
in the Broadway picture houses, has 
been more or less buried away in 
the pit of the orchestra at the 
Globe, New York, with ‘Cat and the 
Fiddle.’ 




















LEO REISMAN 


POND’S PROGRAM ON WEAF OVER A RED NETWORK 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 


9:30 E.S.T.; 8:30 C.S.T.; 7:30 M.T.; 6:30 P.T. N. B. C. 








COLUMBO-NBC 
OK; $5,000 WK. 


Because of Russ Columbo’s two 
the Palace, New York, 





weeks at 


the baritone and NBC have 
patched up their difference and 
Columbo returns to the NBC air- 


waves this week. 

Singer will go on from Baltimore, 
where he is playing a one-week 
Keith’s at $5,000 a 
be on the network 
coast-to-coast thrice weekly during 
the evening hours, although the 
exact time hasn’t been set yet. He 
received $2,000 at the Palace. 

Columbo has been off the air for 
the past three weeks, ever since 
losing his commercial, Listerine. 
Until Columbo went into the Pal- 
ace, NBC threatened to drop the 
baritone if the latter refused to go 
on a schedule of afternoon sustain- 
ings and persisted in demanding 
night time spotting. 

Russ Columbo went into Keith’s, 
3altimore, indie house operated by 
Fred Shanberger, Saturday (27), 
for $5,000 guarantee against 50% 
above average. Booking was direct 
between Con Conrad, Columbo's 
manager, and Charles Bierbauer, 
booking the house for Shanberger. 

Columbo Friday (26) completed 
two weeks at the Palace, New York. 
Vaughn De Leath, CBS singer, is 
at the Keith house, with the 
crooner. 


PLANS GROW IN CHICAGO 
FOR INDIE AUDITIONS 


Chicago, March 28. 

Howl among the ad agencies 
locally for more privacy in audi- 
tioning has prompted two outside 
organizations to make an attempt 
to satisfy this need. McGraw-Hill 
building, which is situated in the 
midst of the agency offices, is to 
open an audition room in its pent- 
house, and the Radio Arts is plan- 
ning on a pipe-line audition room, 
to bring the auditions from its 
studio direct to the agencies. 

Original scheme of the McGraw- 
ILill building idea is to restrict their 
audition outfit to only 12 leading 
agencies, and those necessarily with 
AAA rating. For these agencies 
the rental of the room would be 
$100 a month, fer which coin each 
agency would have the audition 
privileges for six hours weekly. 
Understood that the McGraw-Hill 
scheme will not go through to com- 
pietion unless one dozen agencies 
are down on the line for the ven- 
ture. 

Notion of the Radio Arts audi- 
tion room would bring the pro- 
grams right into the agency’s of- 
fices by way of telephone lines. 
Rates here are being figured on 
$14 per mile for the line charge for 
each month, and the agency is re- 
quired to lease up on the service 
for at lesst cne year. This dea! 
is also pending. 


Telephone System Idea 


Another audition scheme is slated 
to bring the Illinois Bell Telephone 
Co, into the local audition tangle. 
Studio is figuring instead of hav- 
ing a permanent line between 
agency and audition room, that the 
Bell company establish a switch- 
board system by which the audi- 
tion could be plugged into any 
agency in town. This would take 
care of the agencies which do not 
regularly handle radio accounts, 
and which do not have need for 
regular audition facilities. 

Entire straining for the new au- 
dition system is evidence of the 
dissatisfaction locally with the 
present trial plan, by which audi- 
tions are held at- the stations or at 
the network offices. Feeling is that 
the agencies must take the audi- 
tions into their own quarters in 
order to insure proper privacy for 
their program ideas and clients. 


Moving WMCA 


Brooklyn, N. Y., March 28. 

Plans are now being drawn for 
the new transmitting station of 
WMCA in College Point, Queens, 
and construction is expected to} 
start within a few weeks on the| 
site recently acquired by the sta- 
tion at the Causeway and 38th ave- 
nue, 

As soon as the plant is completed 
the transmitting apparatus will be | 
moved from Hoboken to the North 
Shore location. 


engagement at 


week. He will 











Exploitation 


To crash the Lucky Strike 
hour, a band leader had a- 
friend send 25 post cards from 
New Jersey to the agency 
handling the bookings request- 
ing that the leader be put on 
the Lucky Strike programs. 

Post cards were scribbled in 
various handwritings, but after 
some study the agency dis- 
cerned the whole thing, col- 
lected them all in one batch, 
and mailed them to the or- 
chestra leader with the line: 
‘Now you can use them again.’ 











ARTHUR JARRETT, SR. 


Up Jr.’s Pianist, ‘Fats’ 


Waller, For Ether 


Signs 


Art Jarrett, Sr., father of the CBS 
radio singer, has placed ‘Fats’ Wal- 
ler, colored pianist-composer, under 
contract for radio. 

Waller has been acting as pianist 
for young Jarrett in vaudevile. 


MEX. STATIONS MOVE TO 
SOLVE INTERFERENCE 


Mexico City, March 28. 
All local radio broadcasting com- 
have been orcered by the 
Ministry of Communications and 


Public Works to remove their 
plants to outside the city limits. 
Order affects 10 stations as only 
four of the local 14 companies es- 
tablished their towers outside the 
city’s bounds. 

Operations of so many stations 
in the city created a big interfer- 
ence problem and brought a flood 
of complaints from radio fans, hence 
the outside-city-limits order. 

New communications and trans- 
ports law prohibits all vessels not 
equipped with wireless from engag- 
ing in commercial activities along 
Mexican coasts. 

Operating on an 840 _ kilocycle 
wave, radio station KETH has been 
inaugurated at Puebla City, capital 
of Puebla state, about 100 miles 
south of here. Station specializes 
in artistic programs, featuring: na- 
tional songs and descriptions of 
beauties of Puebla City and en- 
virons. 





panies 





Jones Farm KSTP Test 


Chicago, March 28. 

Jones Dairy Farm last week went 
on station KSTP, Minneapolis, with 
a series of 13 discs in an early test 
to decide on their next season's pro- 
gram. If the trials are oke the 
sausage farm expects to ride over 
approximately 50 national trans- 
mitters next fall, starting late in 
August. 

Radio discs are on the variety- 
nevelty order, headed by the Louis 
Katzman group. Over KSTP three 
times a week, station was under- 
stood to have been picked for the 
test mainly because of its geograph- 
ical spotting, the advertiser feeling 
they wanted to be as far away from 
the warm weather locations as pos- 
sible, since theirs is rated as a cool 
weather product. 





Anti-Moth’s 9 CBS Wks. 


Chicago, March 28. 

Zoro Company, distributors of a 
moth annihilator, takes over a flock 
of morning periods on the Colum- 
bia basic and supplementary links 
starting April 25. Entertainment to 
go with the spiels on mothicide 
hasn't as yet been picked. 

Time contracts calls for a total 
of nine weeks. Program is slated 
for three releases a week the first 
three weeks, twice weekly the next 
two stanzas and once a week for the 
concluding four laps. 





Van for Van Heusen? 


Gus Van is reported to be most 
likely 
which start on CBS April 8. 

Although the account starts next 
week, none of its talent layout is 
as yet definite. 


chestra, 





for the Van Heusen periods | 


——— 


SOUSA’S DEATH CUTS 
GOODYEAR RADIO TIME 


Goodyear, on NBC Wednesdayg 
and Saturdays, will discontinue the 
Saturday night period early in 
April. 

Reason for this is the recent 
death of John Philip Sousa who wag 
featured on one of the Goodyear 
broadcasts with Arthur Pryor on 
another, 








Daylight Saving Forces 
Campbell’s Soup Off Air 


The first radio account which 
will discontinue broadc asting dur. 
ing the warm weather because of 
daylight saving time will be Campe 
bell Soup. Latter account is cure 
rently on NBC’s WEAF chain at 
7:15 p. m., and is heard in the weste 
ern cities at 6:15. 

NBC could not arrange new time 
desired by the soup account, latter 
deciding to go off the air on April 
22. It will remain off until 
tember. 

Period features Robert Simmong 
and Howard Lanin’s orchestra, 
Simmons plans some stage work. 

Campbell Soup account is handle@ 
by the Wallace Armstrong agency, 
Philadelphia. 


CLIFFORD 
SOUBIER 


(Negre Characterization) 

“Radio here has some- 
thing to offer the most 
esthetic listener, and yet, such is the art of 
this session, that it has its appeal just as 
surely for the child, the adult and the aged 
of varied degrees of intelligence.’’—Variety. 


MON., TUES., WED., THURS. and FRI., 
at 4:30 P. M., Over NBC BLUE NETWORK 


Sep- 
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TWO VEARS 


COLUMBIA 


OAILY 
‘s 


CHARIS 
PROGRAMS 
CWEDRESDAS aT 3:15 2H 
Uy 








‘J.B. ’nMae’ 


Sponsored by 


PROCTER & GAMBLE 
(American Family Soap) 


Station WBBM 


Each Mon., Wed., Fri., at 8:45 P. M. 














GILl-2 DEMLING 


6 ‘SS F HUMOR, 


SHEAFFER RAFFER, 


PEN PROGRAM 
nec s COAS sO ASYORK 
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RAYMOND 


PAIGE 


Musical Director and 
Program Manager 





Van Heusen intends | 
to use a featured singer and or- | 


KHJ, Los Angeles 


Don Lee 
Columbia Network 
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ISHAM JONES Orchestra 


C.B.S. Network—Station WHK—Cleveland 
Thursday Noon 12:00 E.S.T.—Friday Night 12:30 E.S.T. 


Bookings by 
Columbia Broadcasting System—Tuesday, 12 to 12:30 Noon 
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Toronto Radio Show's $10,000 Bill: 


$750 Admish with 17,000 Capacity 





A radio show will be held matinee 
and night on April 15 in the Maple 
Leaf Gardens auditorium, Toronto, 
geating 17,000, and during the night 
will be aired over the Canadian Na- 
tional network for 30 minutes, 

Marsh Brothers, Canadian ad 
agency, is handling the radio show 


for 30 Canadian merchants. The 
half-hour broadcast will be spon- 
gored by either Imperial Oil or 


General Motors, both of whom are 
bidding for the period. 

John S. Chorney, representing the 
Marsk Bros., has been in New York 
the past few weeks arranging for 
the talent for the show. He has 
booked his artists through CBS ex- 
clusively, with David Bath han- 
dling the booking. Artists engaged 
by Chorney for the Canadian air 
ghow are Jean Harlowe, Arthur 





-Y 


—VicTOoR 
OUNG— 


Musical 
Director 


American 
Brunswick 
Records 
Hart, Schaffner 
& Marx and 
Hinds’ Honey 
Almond Cream 
Broadcasts 


and 





Management THOMAS G. ROCKWELL 











MILL ¢ BROTHERS 


4BOYS AND 
A GUITAR~ 


COLUMBI 


BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 
BERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 


THOMAS ROCKWELL | 


1776 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITy 














Featured in 
“THE FIRST NIGHTER” 
(Campana Italian Balm) 

Sat., 8:30 p. m. NBC-KYW Network 
“BEAU BACHELOR” 
(Allen-A Company) 

Friday, 9 p. m. CBS-WBBM Network. 
“LONE WOLF TRIBE DRAMAS” 

(Wm. Wrigley, Jr., Co.) 
Weds. and Fri., 5:30 p. m, 
CBS-W BBM Network, 
“RIN-TIN-TIN THRILLERS” 
(Chappel Bros.) 


Thurs., 7:15 p. m. NBC-WENR Net- 
work, 


ALL PROGRAMS C.S.T. 


oral RUSH 
WLW 


COMMERCIAL 
BROADCASTING 


OLD MAN 
SUNSHINE 


PROGRAMS 


With TOY BAND 


6 P.M. Daily, E.S.T. 





Mon., 
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HOWARD 
NEUMILLER 
Pianist and Musical Director 
| | Station WBBM—C.B.S. i 








(Cees 





(‘Street Singer’), Ted Hu- 
sing, Col. Stoopnagle and Budd, 
and the Boswell Sisters, although 
the booking of the latter is not yet 
definite. This talent line-up 
costing the Marsh Bros. $10,000. 
The above artists are those who 
will, beside Luigi Romanelli, or- 
chestra leader, appear on the 30- 
minute broadcast which will orig- 
inate from station CFRB, Toronto. 
Romanelli has been engaged direct 
and will lead an orchestra of 110 
pieces for both the ether period and 
the ether show in the auditorium. 
Starts April 15 
The radio show will be given 
the Maple Leaf Gardens twice on 
April 15, afternoon and night, to 
run for two and one-half hours. 
Admission price will be $2.50. Be- 
side the above-named artists, who 
will also appear in the auditorium, 
Marsh Bros. is booking local talent, 
mostly radio, with some stage at- 
tractions included. It will however, 
be billed as a radio show. 
Thirty of Canada’s leading mer- 
chants will take credit for the event 
both verbally and in newspapers. 
The half-hour broadcast will be 
confined to Canada only and will 
not be sent out on any U. S. station. 


AIR TEAM’S PERSONALS 
ONLY OVER WEEKENDS 


Arthur AHen and Parker Fen- 
nelly, NBC's ‘Stebbins Boys’ on the 
Swift periods, commence a series of 
Saturday night personal appear- 
ances April 9. 

Air team, on the WJZ 


Tracy 


is 


in 





network 


thrice weekly, figures on making 
these personal appearances on Sat- 
urday nights for about three 
months. They will appear in towns 
which are situated about, at the 


most, 300 miles from New York city, 
driving to and from each town in 
their car. Stebbins Boys are not 
on the air Saturday or Sunday 
nights and so can depart Friday 
night by car to keep their engage- 
ments. 

NBC has no hand in the book- 
ings, the Cappell agency of Wash- 
ington arranging all dates. 

Boys figure on playing in audi- 
toriums mainly, giving a two-hour 
show. Both are stage veterans. 


Chi CBS Officials Join 
World Fair Music Groups 





Chicago, March 28. 
Chicago World’s Fair has got 
around to recognizing the local 


stand of the Columbia network 
After being in existence nine 
months, the exposition’s music com- 
mittee last week added to its mem- 
bership the names of Leslie Atlass, 
resident CBS general manager, and 
Steve Trumbull, in charge of the 
chain’s midwest publicity. 

Original committee appointed 
June 19 ,last, included Niles Tram- 
mel, NBC vice-president in charge 
here More recently <wo or more 
on the NBC payroll, J. Oliver Rueh! 
and Judith Waller, got appoint- 
ments to the body. Curious twist 
to the Atlass anid Trumbell tapping 
is the fact that the slight to Co- 
lumbia was brought to the com- 
mittee’s attention by the cpyosi- 
tion network, 

Understood that NBC is trying to 
manipuiate the appointment of Paul 
Whiteman as asscciate general mu- 
sical director of the fair. Frederick 
A. Stock, conducior of the Chicage 
Symphony Orchestra, which was re- 
cently dissolved, was given the 
berth of general musical director 
last November. 








8 A. M. DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY 





GENE and GLENN 
With JAKE and LENA 
The QUAKER EARLY BIRDS 


“ATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


RUSSELL B. WISE 
ANNOUNCER 
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PROPER AD. TALENT TIEUPS 





. 


MERCHANDISING 
FACTOR URGENT 


Adv. Agencies Now Giving 
Specialized Attention to 
Intelligent Coupling of 
the Talent With the Ad- 
vertised Product — Type 
of Program to Be Gov- 
erned by the Merchandise 
—Sundry Misfitted Radio 
Bills Cited 


——— as 


ADVS. WANT RESULTS 














Due to the rreponderance of ad- 
vertisers on the air who are using 
programs unsuited to gain the type 
of audience the sponsor is after, 
several of the advertising agencies 
are now detailing special men to 
dig up programs which will best fit 
the product advertised. 

Douglas Storer, head of the radio 
department of the Blackman adver- 
tising agency, for one is devoting 
the majority of his time to this 
situation. 

The greatest mistake which the 
radio commercials make, according 
to radio execs who have studied 
this situation, is the sponsoring of 
talent which will in no way secure 
for the account the type of listen- 
ers the account desires. These mis- 
takes are rampant on the air and 
for a long time have caused much 


(Continued on page 68) 


RADIO PARADOX 
IS SATURDAY 
NIGHT 


Although Saturday night is 
paradoxically one of the sluff 
nights of the week for air com- 
mercials, station surveys prove that 
it is the strongest nights for listen- 
ers, 

A peculiar psychology governs 
the lack of air commercials Satur- 
day night, pecause the advertisers 
like to think that the day after 
one of their programs is heard on 
the air, the listeners rush out to 
buy the product advertised. Since 
stores are closed on Sunday, the 
commercials believe that if they go 
on the air Saturday night their 
products can't be bought on Sun- 
day and will be forgotten by Mon- 
day. Hence the paucity of com- 
mercials on Saturday nights, mak- 
ing that night the weakest for 
sponsored programs despite it be- 
ing the night which caters to the 
largest listening audience. 

A few advertisers have taken ad- 
vantage of the lack of advertising 
periods bein_ cluttered together on 
Saturday night, and because of that 
night’s wide audience range they 
are now on the air. 


WAPI Commercial 


Birmingham, March 28. 

The WAPI Broadcasting Co. has 
been formed to take over WAPI, 
now operated by the state, and put 
it on a commercial basis. The 
power is also to be increased within 
the next six months to 25,000 watts 
following an investment of $150,000 
for new buildings, equipment and 
land. 

S. F. Clabaugh, Bragg Comer and 








Non-Pro Meddling Makes Experienced 
Artists Sing Those Sponsor Blues 





Ether artists with stage back- | 
grounds are singing those Sponsor | 
Blues, annoyed a-plenty by the! 
meddling advice of the advertiser | 


who is paying the piper throughout. 
Only the consideration and respect 
for the moneybags makes it at all 
bearable. 

Some of the things those adver- 
tisers, the advertising agencies, the 





sundry v.p.’s of both, and friends 
and relatives do and the sugges- 
tions they make, drive the talent! 
beaucoup nutty. 
The bands have an easy time of | 
it, relatively, as good arrangement | 
can even offset some of the requests | 
those sponsors make. But it’s the 
vocal soloist and comedy specialist | 


who has a grievous time of it, with | 
the advertising sponsor creating | 
much grief all the way from mon- 
keying with the dials to attempting 


to write gags and coaching on de- 
livery. 
Were it not for the embarrass- 


ment it might create for the talent, 
a mere mention of some of the per- 
sonalities would be sufficient to 
impress that they, by sole rea- 
son of their experience, should 
know enough about the subject of 
delivery and material. 3ut so far 
as the advertising sponsors are con- 
cerned they’re just novices. The ad 
a. k.’s—they’re usually meddlesome, 


VIC YOUNG COMBO WITH 
MILLS BROS. FOR CRISCO 


Victor Young and a trick musical 
ensembie is the aggregation set for 
the Mills Brothers’ Crisco broad- 
casts, which the colored quartet 
commences over CBS April 12. 





antiquated knights—act as if they 
not only wrote radio but all of show 
That they write the 
alone saves ’em. 


business checks 


Juve Suggestions 
They have suggestions on the 
stance to or from the mike; the 
necessary volume; the type of gags; 
the type of songs; the potential ap- 
peal of all material in relation to the 
commercial product involved, etc. 


On the matter of songs alone, 
even the song pluggers are begin- 
ning to realize that it’s relatively 
easy to sell a new number, even to 
a cut-in radio artist, for there’s no 
telling What some unsuspected 13- 
year-old daughter of an advertising 


agency's v.p. might have to do in 
influencing the choice of song mate- 
rial. 

It’s youngsters of such tender 
years who often are employed as 
the so-called norm of public meas- 
urement. One adv. exec is notorious 
for predicating his judgment of his 
clients’ ether programs by the 
standards of his juvenile household, 


EDDIE DUCHIN 


AND HIS 


CELIA DAR CASIO 
ORCHESTRA 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 


WEDNESDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
122M. 5:30PM. 12:P.M. 























Since the colored boys imitate the 
trumpet, sax and tuba on the air, 
it was the idea of the agency han- 
dling Ciiseco to get an orchestra 
which would contrast with the mu- 
sical effect the Mills Brothers give. 
The Victor Young group will there- 
fore consist of strings and percus- 
sion instruments and will exclude 
those instruments which are imitat- 
ed by the colored boys. 

Beginning April 15, when the 
Mills Brothers start a 15-week tour 
for Publix, the Crisco broadcast wiil 
be conducted on a two-way wire, 
Mills Brothers to broadcast from 
the station of whatever town they 
happen to be playing in at the time, 
and the Victor Young group to go 
on from New York. 

A two-way wire will be operated 
between both studios, so that the 
Mills Bros. can hear Victor Young 
and vice-versa, and enable each 
group to pick up their cue without 
loss of time. 





Buick Outs Black’s Orc 
To Cut the Radio Budget 


Starting this Sunday (April 3) 
Buick, on NBC, will cut its time in 
half to cut down on expenses and 
will also eliminate much of its tal- 
ent. 

s3uick 
9:45 to 
orchestra, 


on NBC fron 
with Frank Black’s 
Albani and the 
Revelers. Starting with this Sun- 
day, Buick will be on from 9:45 to 
10 p. m. and will eliminate Black’s 
orchestra and Miss Albani. Only 
the Revelers, quartet, will be re- 
tained by the advertiser. 


has been 
10:15 


Olga 


SILVERNAIL BACK AT NBC 
Frank Silvernail is back with 


NBC in the continuity department. 
Some weeks ago Silvernail severed 








ED CONNIE 
Presents 


Aileen 
Stanley 


With a SMILE 
in Her VOICE 
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MELODY SPEEDWAY 
WOR and 80 Associate Stations 
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| And His Golden Tower Orchestra | 


N.B.C. Network—WJR | 


Detroit—Wed., 12:30-1 P. M., E.S.T. 
Hi-Speed Gasoline 

| Loose Wile Biscuit Co, | 

| 
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ORCHESTRA- 





connections with the merchandizing 
department of NBC with which he 
was connected for a number of 
years. | 


an teen 


“MAY 











Ormond Black are the incorpora- 
tors. Several weeks ago it was an- 
nounced by the state that funds for 
operation of the station were at a 





SHEAFFER LIF 





standstill. The Chamber of Com- 
merce got to work and was instru- | 
mental in putting the new owner- | 
ship through. ' 





LEOPOLD SPITALNY 


Over NBC Coast te Coast Network 


FOODTOWN POPS REVUE 
Flectrical Transcription Twice Weekly 
Over 18 Stations and Increasing Weekly 


ETIME REVUE 
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HARRY HALL and His New BBC 
ORCHESTRA 
London and National BBC Relays 
London, England 
The first microphone appearance 
of the new Harry Hall dance ¢com- 
bination was particularly important 


LINIT PROGRAM 
Orchestra and Vocal 
COMMERCIAL 
| WBBM, Chicago 
| This is Linit’s contribution to the 
morning hours after having been on 
the CBS night chain for some time. 





to British listeners as it happened} The addition of the daytime session 
to be the first relay from Broadcast; exhibits the growing interest of 
House, the BBC's palatial pile in| radio advertisers in the non-night 
Portland place. hours. This is partly due to the 
Jack Payne’s BBC band ran off| overcrowded condition of the even- 
the air a week back and the first} ing minutes, and partly to the op- 
appearance of the new combination] portunity the daytime offers adver- | 
was awaited eagerly. | tisers to get the exclusive attention 
Richt awav it car be said that} of the femme element. This dou- 
they are in for a rough time. Their} bling up by advertisers, to use both 
playing is good, their rhythm sub-| evening and afternoon programs, is 
dued. the orchestrations imagina-| also an increasing factor on the air, 
tive. but the result is in the minor| with a growing list of advertisers 
key, and jazz fiends nurtured on the] parading two or more sessions on 
more soul-torturing lines of Hylton} the ether regularly. 
and the like will air this band good Like the evening session, this 
and proper before long. morning 15 minutes is over the Co- 
Obvious at the start that Hall is} lumbia web and dispenses instru- 
out to counteract certain tendencies} mentalizing in the popular mood. 
in dance music which had been ap-| Orchestra has a keen sense of 


parent during Payne's regime. The 
stuff was nearly all British, scarcely 
known to the general public, and 
standing little chance of ever be- 
coming well known. 


rhythm and harmony, a sharp ear 
for the musical comedy type tunes 
and an ability to do the best with 
the snappy arrangeme..ts. Soloist 
in the program is a femme warbler 


There is no comedy; the singing/and a cinch for the loudspeaker. 
numbers cloyed with sentimentality; | Comes over like melted butter and 
the vocal work conventionally] tickles the eardrums pleasantly. 
sweet. Both the gal and the orchestra are 


Hall has made the big mistake of] totally nameless on this program, 
creating a dance orchestra and not! the only tag for the femme being 
a jazz band. The strings were al-] the ‘Voice of Linit.’ It exemplifies 
ways more prominent than the/ the tendency on the part of spon- 
saxes, and the piano worked over-| sors to keep their product continu- 
time on the more expressive bits| ously in the forefront, and shade 


throughout. Chap. 


ROADS OF ROMANCE 


the radio personalities so that they 
cannot overshadow the advertiser. 
This is an excellent early morn- 


Sketch ing program and, in its popular sort 
of way, has class. It aims to pull 
COMMERCIAL the better class of housewife lis- 


WLS, Chicago 
Whether it’s a railroad company 


tener, the housewives who care 
enough for their epidermis to sprin- 


out for new business or an auto| kle a dose of Linit into the bathtub. 
club seeking new members, the While there is a good deal of 
popular idea for an air program | spieling in the session it is handled 


seems to be anything that _has to 
do with roads and romance. That 
would be oke if there was anything 
particularly romantic about the 
average asphalt. But is there? 
Here the Chicago Motor Club 
offers its conception of the dra- 
matic tragedies that lie in wait for 
a non-club motorist on the high- 
way. This brief skit sort of intro- 
duces the program, rather like a 


with a deft paw. One item of note 
is the method of smacking home 
the sales talk in the center of the 
session. It’s a semi-lecture by one 
of the Linit scientists on the uses 
of the product for the care of the 
babes. It’s done rather cleverly, in 
the form of telephone conversation 
by the scientist in rerly to a ques- 
tion by some housewife. Gold, 


prolog, one would say. Man and 

woman get pinched for speeding| LISTERINE CONCERT 

only to discover they’re out of} With Erno Rapee Orchestra and 
dough for a bond and must go to Vocalist 

the 1oosegow. What to do and,| COMMERCIAL 


alias and alack, when suddenly the 
man is reminded of his Motor Club 
membership whicn is as good as a 
bond, sez the judge, in a manner 
that sounds like he’s working for 
the Club. 

But even all this horseplay would 
be pardonable if what follows 
wasn’t as alien to the theme as 
Singapore is to Delancey street. 
From out of nowhere and appar- 
ently for no good rhyme or reason 
a dramatic playlet about the Civil 
Var is suddenly dropped in that 
goe on for about 20 minutes of the 
total half hour. Road from here to 
the South is admittedly a long one 
and maybe there is some sentiment 
attached to ‘My Old Kentucky 
Home,’ but what has it all to do 
with selling memberships to the 
Chicago Motor Club? 

Maybe the whole thing is a de- 
tour. Span. 





ALONG THE C, @& E. |. TRAIL 
Dialog with Sound Effects 
Orchestra and Vocal 
COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 


Describing an imaginary rail trip 
from Chicago to St. Louis and hav- 
ing a tenor soloist follow it up for 
good measure is one railroad’s way 
of promoting business over the air. 
Picturesqueness or romance of a 
trip to St. Louis on the Chicago & 
Eastern Illinois road, or any other 
route, can easily be imagined with- 
out description. 

Besides which the sound effects of 
the choo-choo is enough to drive a 
prospective customer batty. That 
incessant puffing and chug-chugging 
of the locomotive faile1l to even 
drown out the talk, which, if it had, 
might have helped. 

Vocalist who has to try and make 
an impression on this program is 
sure out of luck. Even better voices 
than that of Harold Jordan wouldn't 
make the grade. Not that Jordan 
is bad. On the contrary, he pos- 
sesses a fair quality vocal stem, but 
his piping is lost here. Span. 


PANCHO and His ORCHESTRA 
E! Garron Club 
WABC, New York 


Etherizing from the new class El 
Garron cafe, Pancho and his orches- 
tra possess a unique style that is in 
keeping with the class atmosphere 
of the various so-called ‘exclusive’ 
rooms they’ve been at. Aiming for 
that Continental flair, they achieve 
it by the type of music purveyed. 
The brand of dansapation is sub- 
dued and politely muted, yet replete 
with rhythmic anpeal. 

Panchoites don't do their stuff un- 


til around 1 a.m. They deserve a 
better time break even if it might 
prove inconvenient to the after- 


theatre cafe’s dance purveyors. 


Pancho's style suggests itself fa- 
vorably for a class commercial band 
when and if the band acquires suffi- 


WMAQ, Chicago 

Erno Rapee’s reason for keeping 
his name off this program for his 
first four weeks doesn’t sound 
strong enough to offset the illogic 
of such a move. Maestro’s argu- 
ment is that he is appearing on the 
mouth-wash broadcast with a much 
smaller combination of music than 
ever before, and therefore his sensi- 
tiveness. 

But if Rapee could have heard his 
initial broadcast from the other side 
of the mike he might have changed 
his mind in deciding that a good 
little orchestra is better than a bad 
big one, or words to that effect. 
Not only was there nothing wrong 
with Rapee’s music, despite its lim- 
itations in number, but it was ac- 
tually brilliant in more than one 
spot. 

Of course, Rapee can 
particular about the 
name, being already 
over the air with such 
General Motors and 
Magazine. 

Listerine went in the right direc- 
tion when selecting the former 
Roxy maestro to fill the post left 
vacant by Russ Columbo. Good 
music lovers will more than appre- 
ciate Rapee and his class style of 
musical presentation. Only other 
feature on the program is an un- 
billed soprano, who probably fell 
into the spirit of the hide-and-seek 
game along with her conductor. 
Judging from just a couple of num- 
bers she sang the owner of this 
voice shouldn’t be ashamed of re- 
vealing her name. And maybe Ra- 
pee, too, will think it over and put 
his tag on this program before the 
four weeks are up. Span, 


afford to be 
use of his 
entrenched 
sponsors as 
McKesson’s 


LANNY ROSS 
With Don Voorhees Orch. 


Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

This is CBS’ Maxwell House Cof- 
fee period, which is also doubling 
on NBC until April 7, when it leaves 
the latter network and continues 
under its recently signed CBS con- 
tract. 

Ross, a veteran ether warbler 
with lots of mike experience, has a 
clear and sweet tenor voice. He 
alternates with the orchestra for 
feature spotting, with the Don Voor- 
hees aggregation deserving of as 
much attention as the singer, if not 
more. 

Orchestra is an established radio 
combination of pleasing quality. 
Although there’s nothing out of the 
ordinary in this period to make lis- 
teners anxious to tune in. It is in 
competition with the Campbell Soup 
period, featuring Robert Simmons 
and an orchestra, on WEAF, NBC 
net work. Both are laid out along 
the same lines, and one is as good 
as the other. 

A little added attraction or of tal- 
ent promotion would shove either 





cient popular vogue. bel. 


period ahead of the other. 


BEVERLY HILL BILLIES 


Hodge-Podge 
COMMERCIAL 
KTM, Los Angeles 
Starting with the Beverly Hill 


Billies the student of coast radio 
works up or down, depending or the 
viewpoint. But it seems it’s al- 
Ways necessary to start with the 
Hill Billies. They provide the fun- 
damentals of acquaintance’ with 
Pacific broadcasting. Listen to the 
Beverly Hill Billies and any san- 
guine optimism is effectively in- 
sulated to withstand the cold, hard 
realities. It's the average mean 
temperature of ether entertainment 
out where the worst never ends. 

It goes on for an hour. Having 
an invited audience seated in free 
pews before them the Hill Billies 
are nicely walled within happy un- 
awareness of what snooty persons 
might think. They are safe in the 


bosom of their native fellowship. 
That studio audience laughs in- 
ordinately while mere listeners 


wear a quizzitistical expression. 

They talk. Endlessly, pointlessly, 
with self-conscious smartaleckry. 
A country bumpkin inquires of a 
bumpkiness how she liked her aero- 
plane ride. She replies: ‘I'll never 


be the same.’ Whereupon the in- 
vited audience, and presumably 
their stay-at-home counterparts, 
verge toward apoplexy with unre- 
strained merriment. It’s undis- 
criminating, too, since they prac- 
tically laugh on signal. Let the 


funny person pause at regular in- 
tervals and quick as lightning they 
catch on. It’s a laugh. Vest but- 
tons and brassieres pop in con- 
vulsive risibility. 

Of course, they sing and whoop 
things up in good old Cumberland 
Ridge primitiveness; with a dash of 
Des Moines culture added and a 
station mention of what theatre 
they’re playing next. That's part 
of the revenue, for despite many 
desertions among their membership 
since they reached and passed their 
apex, whatever that could imply, 
the Beverly Hill Billies are still 
popular out here. 

They are sponsored by a mineral 


water. What that mineral water 
will do for and to the human sys- 
tem is delicately suggested. Pro- 
gram starts with a long-winded, 
highly stressful commercial har- 
angue. By the time the announcer 


temporarily exhausts his larynx it 
seems like a pretty certain bet that 
the only ones still tuned in are 
addicts of the program. It’s a ter- 
rific hurdle for strangers. 

It’s the sort of program that 
hangs onto its kilocycle so long that 
it’s possible to go wandering off, 
sample other programs, and return 
to find everything the same. Slip- 
ping away from the mineral water 
of a certain evening the great me- 
chanical wonder, radiv, in its func- 
tion of omnipresent eavesdropper, 


brought in more water. Vivid, 
splashing water. An old fashioned 
religious baptism in waist-high 
wetness. A Southern California 


broadcasting phenomenon par ex- 
cellence. ‘Gurgle, gurgle’ and an- 
other soul is publicly washed. 
Nothing is private anymore. Re- 
turning to the Hill Billies such 
frivolity seemed a bit abandoned. 

Land. 





KELLER SISTERS and LYNCH 
Harmony 

WGY, Schenectady 

Standard vaude-revue mixed trio 
appeared as guest artists on early 
morning commercial of A. & P. Co. 
over NBC network. Brought before 
mike by George Rector, famous res- 
teurateur, who gave them a grace- 
ful introduction. Rector knew the 
girls’ father, an old trouper. 

Trio harmonized pops to piano 


accompaniment in their usual 
smooth _ style. Incidentally, the 
practice of pop trios, particularly 


femmes, in warbling over the ether 
waves without accompaniment may 
not be just a fad; noticeable on 
broadcast in question that when the 
piano part was forte it had a ten- 
dency to muffle the girls’ harmony. 
This despite fact pianist is a good 
one. 

Not often listeners are served 
with a big time vaudeville dish be- 
fore 10 a. m. This bit doubly rel- 
ished because it was placed on radio 
table between usual morning courses 
of ‘inspirational’ poetry, ensemble 
music and femme food and store 
chatter. 

Trio rate an evening spot. 

Jaco. 


FROSSINI 
Piano-Accordion 
Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Well-known vaudeville piano-ac- 
cordionist, appeared on Revolving 
Stage, hour-afternoon program 
broadcast over NBC chain. Had 
three or four spots, playing one 
number each time. Selections con- 
sisted of Italian medleys and a 
Spanish fantasy. 

Frossini is something of a vir- 
tuoso on the combination instru- 
ment. His numbers were away 
from the average run of stuff fin- 
gered and pumped out by radio 
players. However, insertion of one 
or two raggy selections on this fast- 
moving program would have given 
wider variety to his contribution. 

Artist is capable of filling an 
evening interlude on musical review 
and dance orchestra broadcasts. 





Jaco. 


MONARCH MELODY MAN 
Fred Jeske 
Singing, Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 

It took the sponsor of this one 
over three months and a record 
number of 52 auditions to decide on 
the Monarch Melody Man session 
and the Lyons Family skit over 
WLS. Reed, Murdock & Co. is the 
commercial which couldn't make up 
its mind, but ultimately winding up 
with a singer whose voice and style 
reminiscent of when broadcast- 
was a puling pup and had to 
vield its mikes to almost anyone 
who would volunteer. Hard to see 
whether a program of the Melody 
Man rating can do any good for the 
Monarch Food Products or any- 


is 


ing 


thing other than harm to a station 
of the ‘Tribune’ mouthpiece’s cur- 
rent standing. 


Obviously, the thing labelled en- 
tertainment is directed to the lower 


ranges of the great middle class, 
with the sponsor having particu- 
larly in mind the middle-aged 


homebody, who does her own shop- 
ping daily, bag in hand. But what 
the sponsor has overlooked is the 
fact that the standard of radio en- 
tertainment has been undergoing 
great advances, considering only 
the past year, and that even the 
musical tastes of the latter listener 
personification must have been 
lifted in the process. 

Jeske is accompanied by a studio 
instrumental quintet who go 
‘way back in score arrangements 
for their solo interludes. Lots of 
economy in talents costs here, but 
not the kind that can do the spon- 
sor’s shelves much good. 


also 


Only impressive thing about the 
program is the signature roar of a 


lion, something like that of Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer. Here the lion 
supposed to be roaring for the mer- 
chant who buys Monarch foods for 
retailing, but perhaps the animal is 


is 


plenty mad at this program him- 
self, and he’s roaring in protest. 
WGN nas this one scheduled for 
two evening quarter-hour periods a 
week. Span, 
THE MUSIC BOX 
Music Talks 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

Series of weekly talks on music 


by Mrs. Avis Larson Richard; a 15- 
minute afternoon broadcast. Dis- 
courses deal with various schools 
of music, highlights in the careers 
of famous composers, brief analysis 
of their style with regard to chords 
and melodic arrangements, and his- 
tory of various kinds of music in 
the United States. Some of the 
last-named stuff is timely. 

While most of information is the 
sort that can be found in standard 
reference books, it is presented 
simply and not’ uninterestingly. 
Aim is to give listeners a working 
knowledge of music; hour of broad- 
casts suggests that school children 


are in audience sought to be 
reached. 


Speaker is a competent, if not in- 
spiring, instructor. Has data well 
arranged; talks, or reads, in a clear, 
firm voice. Briefly illustrates the 
chords, melody and time, on piano, 
but does not sing. Offers to answer 
queries and to refer listeners to 
books where additional information 
is obtainable. 

Insfrumental introductory and 
sign-off music is distinctive, but 
the salutation, ‘Good afternoon, my 
radio friends,” somehow sounds 
forced. Jaco, 





— 


FINKE’S EDGEWOOD Orchestra 


Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

Orchestra, headed by Johnny 
Finke, WGY pianist-arranger, and 
playing at a dance hall outside 


Rensselaer, is heard several times 
weekly on a luncheon program. Un- 
derstood present combination is 
rather new, although Finke has di- 
rected dance orchestras hereabovts 
in the past. 

As local radio units go, this one 
is fairly good. Judging from vol- 


ume, it has more men than the 
average ‘homer.’ Gets a better 
tone and shows smoother team 
work. 


Surprising, in view of Finke's 
ability as an arranger that the or- 
chestrations are not more distinc- 
tive and the piano parts not more to 
the front. Solo passages by him 
would enhance the effect achieved 
for he is an excellent pianist. 

Orchestra has a good trumpet 
player (may be Bruce Shields). Vv- 
cal choruses by Fred Bower are 
oke, too. Jaco. 





GOLDEN BLOSSOM HONEY 
Piona, Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 

Jack Shilkret and Milton Retten- 
berg, pianists; Maria Cardinale, so- 
prano, and Willard Amison, tenor, 
are featured. It’s a brief musicale 
that lacks novelty. 

Shilkret and Rettenberg are an 
accomplished pianist team. Their 
ivory work pleases, but it is of a 
nature that can stand featuring for 
but one number. Thereafter it 
should only background the war- 
bling. 

Amison and Miss Cardinale each 
have one solo number after which 
they double up. Both have pleasing 
voices, although at times Miss Car- 





dinale seemed to falter, 


ee 
> 


TONY’S SCRAPBOOK 
Anthor.y Wons 
Sustaining 
WBBM, Chicago 

Both NBC and CBS have a kindly 
philosophizing gent on their network 
for 15 minutes in the morning, A}] hit 
the midwest at 8:30. NBC uses one 
each on its red and blue networks 
divided between Cheerio and Fa. 
ward Smith, while CES uses Wons 

Wons has gotten himself a 
following, and his mail is r 
near the top of the list. 
greatest attribute it appears, on the 
morning is the ability t, 
not take himself too seriously, Most 
of these radio philosophers carry 
all the burdens of the world on thejp 
shoulders, and spend their minuteg 
is trying to set right the problems 
of this universe. Wons, on the other 
hand, is not quite so interested in 


a large 
ated as 
W ons’ 


session, 


the problems as in being interest. 
ing. His observations include more 
than the mere reading of thir. 


rate poetry; he discusses the simple 
quirks of a lifetime, such as living 
across the hall from somebody yet 
never meeting him. 

He is not above a bit of ‘ripley. 
ing.’ His program, thus, manages 
to be varied and _ inviting, and 
establishes Wons as a pleasant 
commentator rather than a school- 
marmish sort of poetry-book reader, 

This is the Wons sustaining ses. 


sion on the air. He is also on the 
Camel quarter-hour at night with 
Morton Downey and Jacques Re- 
nard. His night session is rather 
more serious and drawling than his 
daylight interlude. On the book- 
stands there are a couple of vol. 
umes of ‘Tony’s Scrapbook,’ which 
receive fat plugs over the early 
morning program, though Wons 


occasionally takes the sting out of 
the plugging by kidding the 
sale. 

Whether this program will get or 
wants a commercial is a matter of 
conjecture. Other than Camel! it's 
likely that no other advertiser would 
go for the session, figuring that the 
Wons name set with the cig 
program at night, that the associa- 
tion would stick even in the early 


book- 


is so 


morning hours. Another angle is 
that this type of program is best 


suited for sustaining periods when 
entirely free from any tinge of 
commercialism. It’s most effective 
when the radio audience feels that 
the homey philosophy is from the 
heart of the story-teller than from 
the pocketbook of some advertiser. 


Gold. 
PICKENS SISTERS 
Harmony 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 
The Pickens Sisters are an un- 


usual trio of harmonists, combining 
what appears to be the best “eatures 
of the Boswells with that of instrue 
mental imitations a la Mills Bros. 

This trio hasn't been with NBC 
long, but, judging by their present 
manner, they are bound to arrive 
among the topnotchers before long. 
Their instrumental imitations are 
smoothly rendered, and the girls are 
able to simulate quite a number of 
instruments. They performed one 
number as an orchestra, imitating 
trumpets and clarinet. Later in the 
broadcast, after a cowboy number 
was harmonized, the girls simulated 
the tones of a jewsharp. 

Their harmony, however, does not 
suffer by comparison with their in- 
strumental imitations. The girls 
are extremely clever harmonists, 
possessing pleasing tones and with 
arrangements just tricky enough to 
be catchy and not too far-fetched. 

Jane Pickens is the sister who is 
given solo spotting. She is an 
agreeable soprano with a pleasing 
delivery. 

Unlike with the Mills Brothers, 
who only have a guitar as accome- 
paniment, a saxophone, violin and 
piano are intermittently us-d to ine 
strumentally shadow the harmony 
when the girls themselves aren't do 
ing instrumental imitations. 

Trio hails from the south and al 
ready have been spotted on Victor 
records. 





KING BARD 
Jack Guerier 
Sustaining 

WoOwWO, Fort Wayne 

For several \veeks nuw King Bard 
(Jack Guerier) has been a regular 
feature here and is gathering a nice 
following, with his fan mail steadily 
increasing. 

His presentations are 
friendly philosopher type. being soft 
and designed to be soothing. Poems 
and short readings are given with 
some daily experiences brought 1” 
for good measure. An organ ac 
companiment is also used as a back- 
ground, 

This friendly chatterer is fre- 
quently heard on other programs 
over this station and is being built 
up into a name draw. Baral. 


of the 





MAJOR ICEQUICK 
And His Frigidarians 
Orchestra, Quartet 


COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Chicago 
Quite an improvement eid nt 
here from the entertainment angie 
over its predecessor program, la- 
beled ‘The Story of Womens 
Names’. In the latter instance the 
dance combo served as thin and 
tenuous layers between chunks © 





(Continued on page 67) 
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Radio Reports 








(Continued from page 66) 


gull and uninviting chatter on the 
connotations of such femme mon- 
jkers as Esmeralda, Atheleta and 

therita. All they’ve done in 
aking over this program is given 


the orchestra a flock of crack ar- 
rangements, slipped in some rich 
prasses, @ snappy accordion and 
gome lilting strings, sped up the 
tempo all around and interpolated 
an unbilled quartet which can 
smack out a sweet pellet of har- 


mony and help keep the show going. 

Question rises as to whether the 
jce-box maker has as yet picked the 
jdeal show for the type of consumer 
jt is trying to reach. For the young 
folks a smart, snappy little slice of 
entertainment here. But for the 
potential buyers of the electric re- 
frigerators, presumably of the older, 
domesticated category, perhaps 
something decidedly less noisy and 
pell-mell would have better chances 
of hitting the bull’s-eye of interest 
and enjoyment, 

Lots of plugging unloosed for a 
quarter-hour occasion, but withal 
dealt out in manner not likely to 
ruffie the listener. 
refrigerator giveaway 


contest, par- 


Phrasing of the | 





the same trio featured week-day 
mornings on the Oxol broadcasts. 
They commenced their sustainings 
under the billings of Funnyboners 
some weeks ago. 

They are a smert harmony group 
with a different style of vocal ar- 
rangements that smacks something 
of the male counterpart to the Bos- 
well Sisters style. Compared with 
their commercials, the trio more 





is 


satisfying on these’. sustainings, 
where they have more leeway and 
where the tinge of advertising is | 
|} absent. 

Besides harmony, the boys use 
comedy patter which intersperses 
all their song numbers. The chat- 
ter is light and gets over, but the 





ticularly, is smoothly worded and to | 
the point. Odec. 
FUNNYBONERS 

Songs, Talk 

Sustaining 


WABC, New York 
Funnyboners, intimately 


as Gordon, Dave and Bunny, are 
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COTTON CLUB 
ORCHESTRA 

Mondays and Thursdays 
WEAF ~- - - 11:45 P.M. 


Wednesdays and Fridays 

WI 12 Midnight 

(And Affiliated N.B.C. Stations) 
MANAGEMENT 


MILL$ DANCE ORCHESTRAS, inc. 
799 Seventh Ave., New York 


Lf -- = 


harmony work overshadows the talk. 

Time permits the trio to use three 
song numbers, besides their theme 
song. Latter is a comedy novelty 
theme titled ‘Boo, Boo, Theme 
Song,’ razzing all radio artists who 
use them. It’s a clever number and 
on* which permits the boys to in- 
clude a dash of Mills Brothers and 
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ALL RADIO NOW 
DOMINATED BY 
AD AGENCIES 





Silanes 
Future of radio lies in the lap of 
idvertising agencies, 
Broadcasting statior ky 
ind so does the ad agency w ch, 
}in turn, is the mouthpie the 
|} advertiser who is the economik 
} source for the entire commercial 
' 2 ° 
| broadcasting structure 


Since the has devel- 


advertiser ‘ 
| oped into so all-important a factor, 
the agency is taking radio more and 
| more seriously. The agency is in- 
' stalling remote control broadcasting 
| studios leading into the two major 
| networks. The average ad agency 
now is geared up with microphones 
} 

| 


Bing Crosby imitations. |} and audition chambers where sun- 
All the harmony is along an er-/| dry v. p.s and execs annoy the 
ratic fast style which, for a male/talent. The ad agencies also now 
| group, is something uncommon. have continuity writers on their 
a pay rolls, and ideas for the ether 
‘HOLLYWOOD NIGHTS’ | lave assumed as import nt i posi 
GENE RODEMICH ORCH., | tion as ideas for printers ink cam- 
FRANK LUTHER paigns. 
| Orchestra, Songs The agencies are frank in their 
| COMMERCIAL partiality for the ether as a mer- 
WJZ, New York chandizing medium, and favor that 


known | 


|a film 


| heavy 


This period derives its billing 
from the fact that Rodemich has 


made orchestral synchronizations to 
a number of talking pictures, most- 
ly shorts. He is given a big plug as 
name, but that’s about all 
that’s synonymous with the billing, 
for otherwise the program in no 
way carries out the titular sugges- 
tion. 

Otherwise, it’s just an 
musicale that includes a bit of 
advertising talk regarding 
the product, which is a lipstick en- 
dorsed by Edna Wallace Hopper. 
There’s no definite appeal to the 
femmes here, the period in no way 
having a trait which will cause 
the women listeners desired to tune 
into this period instead of the next 
one down the dial. 

Luther is a ballad tenor with a 
likable “voice, but his sameness of 
style detracts from his value. When 
caught. Luther did three songs, all! 
ballads, two of standard quality and 
one an obsolete pop. 

Rodemich’s orchestra, besides ac- 
companying Luther, is also featured 
for a number of tunes. The orches- 
tra When heard played pops and 
novelty tunes, one a Rodemich ar- 
rangement of ‘Lovable You.’  Dur- 
ing all the orchestra numbers war- 
bling is absent, thereby dividing the 
period into two musical sections; 
instrumental fast tempoed pops and 
vocal ballads. 


FRANK and FLO 

Songs, Talk 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, New York 

| If only this pair could get away 
ifrom that advertising angle the pe- 
riod would be jacked up 100%. As 
is they shoot in too many plugs for 
their sponsor during their patter 
|}and song numbers, evidently under 
orders. 

Kew Gardens Corp., real estate 
firm, foots the bills for this pe 
riod, which is about 60% advertis 
ing and 40% entertainment. The 


ordinary 
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“The Street Singer” 


ARTHUR 


TRACY 


Heard Over WABC 
C.B.S. Network 


MON. & WED. - - - 10:45 P.M. 
FRI. (Pillsbury Pageant) 9 P.M. 
SUNDAY . ."- . - - 12:15 P.M. 


C.B.S. Exclusive Management 





theme song is about Kew Gardens, 
| the supposedly light banter between 
'the couple concerns the benefits to 
|be derived from living there. There 
lare a few biting remarks by the 
announcer regarding the stupidity 
lof city folk. Naturally, Kew Gar- 
| dens is the best way out. Frank and 
'Flo are supposedly a married couple 
at home in (one guess) Kew Gar- 
dens. They are oke harmonists, but 
their patter is tres bad, but to the 
plus. Finish is another drawn out 
| plug regarding how information can 
be received about the advertised 
land developments as well as auto- 
graphed photos of Frank and Flo. 

Commercial phase offsets any en- 
tertainment value of this pair might 
possess, 


Songs 

WAPI, Birmingham 

This girl has talent and net- 
| work material; Manager Gardner of 
WAPI admits it himself. She is on 
every Wednesday afternoon at 5:15 
and her routine is a flock of popu- 
lar songs for 15 minutes. 

Miss Caldwell’s deep-toned voice 
transmits well. It is a relief to 
listen to her after hearing a bunch 
of women sopranos who flood the 
air daily. The way she handles her 
| pop songs is a further relief from 

the usual jazz singers. Bobbie. 


is 





Hays Heralds ‘Goldbergs’ 
Bill Hays last week was given the 
|announcing job for NBC’s ‘Rise of 
the Goldbergs’ program. Hays also 
does the announcing for ‘Amos ’n’ 








| 

| Andy.’ 

| Sam Kane was previously an- 
'nouncer for the ‘Goldbergs.’ 


for limited budgets over newspaper 
advertising. One agency exec states 
that if a client had $10,000 to spend 
on a merchandizing campaign, he 
recommends a station such as WOR 
to reach the metropolitan New 
York and New Jersey area over 
a period of 10 weeks with a string 
15-minute ether program, rather 
than throwing such a sum into 
newspaper, billboard and _ other 
visual advertising. 
Catering 

However, awry some of the ideas 
of the ad men may be, they are the 
kingpins in the entire radio struc- 
ture as the broadcasters, talent, et 
al., must cater to them. The two 





major networks, along with the 
lesser stations, are primarily con- 
cerned in selling time facilities. 
Whenever possible too, they sell 
artists’ services, through their ar- 


tists’ bureaus,* but the advertisers 
themselves have become more and 
more stubborn as to their own 
standards of things and are run- 
ning matters to suit themselves. 
The radio stations can do nothing 
but play ball with the advertisers 
or their advertising agencies, and 
the latter are taking matters into 
their own hands as a result. 

Agencies have decided views on 
continuity, talent, manner of treat- 
ment and presentation, time periods 
facilities, ete., with the result that 
everything is motivated around the 
agency as the key centre. The ad 
men take the attitude that since 
everybody is guessing, they'd rather 
do their own theorizing than be 
guided by the indefinite opinions 
of the broadcasting statidns. 

The ad men believe they can 
learn radio showmanship along 
their own lines of reasoning by 
experiment and direct experience, 
while the broadcasting stations 
recognize they can’t persist in in- 
fluencing the advertiser. 

The latter pays the piper and 
anybody who pulls the purse 
strings, especially in radio, is head 


McLaughlin’s 4th 


Chicago, March 28. 

McLaughlin Manor House com- 
pany is again angling for a return 
to the local ether and is now in the 
throes of auditioning. This appear- 
ance will make their fourth, for- 
merly being on the air here with an 
Opera Club program, the ‘Gumps’ 
cartoon script, and the. harmony 
| team of Tom, Dick and Harry. Last 
|named act was dropped March 12. 

One of the sessions under con- 
sideration is the ‘Headlines’ serial, 
formerly the air program for Wil- 
son Bros. clothiers. When and if, 
Manor coffee is slated for three 
time weekly over a Chicago trans- 
mitter. 

















Neagle Set 


John Neagle resigned from NBC's 
publicity department Saturday (26), 
yesterday (Monday) moved into the 
berth of head of the publicity de- 





pa ient for the Yankee network. 
Latter network, in New England, 
consists of 10 stations affiliated 


with CBS. 
Neagle will handle 
Yankee network from 


for 
ton 


4) bli ity 
Ro 





the 
! 





PAR PLANS ALL CBS 
RADIO SHOW ON STAGE 


to 


stage, 


Paramount intends 
its 


radio artists. 


shortly 


have a radio week on 


playing only 


It is now negotiating with CBS 
With this purpose in mind, to use 


only CBS talent. 


Negotiations may 





be consummated this week. 
Bing Crosby (CBS) returns to 

Brooklvn Paramount April 9 for | 
4 ‘ . >) 1 tne ' nd of Wi ich | 
I ) eek ntract with | 
i imount expires Crosbv re- | 
ns at the New York Paramount | 
I x we | 
| 
| 
i 


Winners of Auditions 


Picked by Whiteman; 





| He was with NBC for over a year. , 


Idea to Be Continu 
to Be Continued 
Shirley Brown, 17, singer, was 
veé sterday (Monday) selected out of 
150 auditions for girls as the win- 
é f the best amateur radio talent 

ld } P 1 W teman in WEAF’s 
Times Square Studio atop the New 
Amsterdam theatre. Miss Brown 
will be spotted by Whiteman on his 
forthcoming (Friday night) NBC 
Pontiac broadcast. 

John Mercer, 23, songwriter and 
member of Charlie Miller’s music 


publishing firm was last week 
lected winner of the 300 male audi- 
tions held. He was used by White- 


se- 


man on the last NBC Pontiac pe- 
riod Friday (25). 
All the Whiteman audition win- 


ners are automatically signed by the 
NBC Artists’ Bureau. A condition 
set up by Whiteman for the audi- 
tions that the would-be radio 
artists must never have been on the 
air before for a salary. Ideain setting 
this rule is that all artists are ama- 
teurs and that the winners selected 
have been started on their path to 
fame and money in radio, if they 
ever arrive, through the Whiteman 
auditions. 

Next week Whiteman will hold 
auditions for kiddie radio talent 
only, for ages between 3 to 10, start- 
ing April 4 through April 7. 

Week following, April 11, White- 
man will most likely hold auditions 


is 


for Brooklyn talent only, as the 
band will be at the Albee, Brook- 
lyn, that week. Auditions may be 


tied-up with a Brooklyn department 
store. 

Miss Brown who yesterday won 
the girl audition contest was on 
Saturday (26) laid off by the firm 
of Abraham & Straus, Brooklyn 
dept. store, with whom she was 
temporarily employed, She will be 
paid for her Pontiac broadcast. 





Coin Differences Outs 
Contracted Radio Pair 


Chicago, March 28. 
Al and Pete, comedy talk and har- 
mony pair, failed to go one for 
Pebeco over WBBM here last week 
after they had been announced to 


the public through the regular p.a. 
channels, They were replaced at 
the last minute by Brooks and Ross, 
staff artists. 

Toothpaste local hits the ether 
twice weekly. Reported that the 
dental company stepped ovt from 
under the Al and Pete pair be- 
cause of coin difference, 


Tremaine Set Back 


Opening of Paul Tremaine’s or- 
chestra in Yoeng’s Restaurant, New 
York, scheduled for yesterday 
(Monday) has been postponed for 
about two weeks. Charles Bou- 
langer’s band continues at the res- 
taurant until Tremaine comes in. 

CBS, handling Tremaine, was 
forced to postpone the band’s open- 
ing due to previous engagements 
which the band had booked; major- 
ity of them college dates. 





‘JUNIOR’ OFF APR. 21 
Wheatena drops its ‘Raising 
Junior NEC series April 21 after 
more than a on the alr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Dixon play the 
‘Junior’ series, which Dixon also 
authors. 


year 








Allie Lowe Miles on April 4 re- 
places Margaret Santrey as inter- | 
viewer on Linit's ‘Bath Club’ pe- 
, CBS. 


+ 


R. R. BROADCAST 
PROVES HUGE 
SUCCESS 


First complete broadcast from a 
moving train was successfully 
staged by CBS Sunday (27), in a 


tie-up with the Baltimore and Ohio 


Railroad, with the Ever-Ready 
aturing Jack Denny’s or- 
Belle The 
ram was transmitted from a short 
ted on the train 
Md., from where 


pDe- 
riod, fe 


hestra and Baker 


wave station ere 
to W2XEY, Laurel, 
it was transmitted to WABC and 
sent out on the CBS network 
through the regular channels. 

This broadcast, which tied up 
$25,000 in broadcasting equipment 
and incurred an expense of $10,000, 
which was split 50-50 by CBS and 
Ever-Ready, was of 
months of experimentation. 

Baltimore & ontributed 
the rail fa 


the result 
Ohio 
operated 

kitchen 


" ilities and co 
with CBS in converting a 
train into a regular studio, with 
mikes, ete., and antennae on top 
of the train. Newspapermen were 


invited as guests of CBS. 








SAMMY 
FAIN 


Writer of 


‘HUMAN THING 
TO DO’ 


and Other Hits 


After Many Successful 


RADIO BROADCASTS 
Now in Person at 
HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 
NEW YORK 


2nd Week and Indef. 


Newest Songs 


“WALKING HOME WITH YOUR 
GOOD-NIGHT KISS” 


“FROM ONE PAIR OF ARMS 
TO ANOTHER” 


“WHEN YOU'RE GETTING ALONG 
WITH YOUR GAL” 


“WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 
COUPLE NEXT DOOR” 


DON PEDRO 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Broadcasting Via 
NBC Network, Chicago 


FEATURING 


‘SOMEBODY 
LOVES 
YOU’ 

JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 
1587 Broadway, New York 
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Columbia Syttem—830 P.M. 

ON LA PALINA PROGRAM 


Personal Management—Ted Collins 
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AGER, YELLEN & 
BORNSTEIN, Inc. 


“Auf Wiedersehen My Dear” 
“Sing a New Song” 
“You’re Foolin’ Yourself 
(When You Try to Fool Me)’ 
“I’m Lost Without You, Sally” 
“There’s a Million Ways to Say 
I Love You” 


745 7th Ave., New York 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


“STRANGERS” 


“I'LL MISS YOU IN THE EVENING” 
(I ng Berlin’ Latest) 
“GOSH DARN” 

“THINK OF ME” 

“§ CAN'T BELIEVE IT’S YOU” 
“I'LL GET ALONG SOMEHOW” 
“ALL OF ME” 


1607 Broadway, New York 








“KISS ME GOODNIGHT” 
“STOP THE SUN, STOP THE 
MOON (My Man’s Gone)” 


“YOU’RE THE ONE 


(You Beautiful Son-of-a-Gun)” 


“You Only Want Me 
WHEN NOBCDY ELSE 
AROUND” 


“EV’RY TIME MY HEART 
BEATS” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 


iS 


3 NEW HITS 


From “One Hour with You,” 
Chevalier’s Latest Paramount 
Picture 


“WHAT WOULD YOU DO?” 


“WE WILL ALWAYS BE 
SWEETHEARTS” 


“ONE HOUR WITH YOU” 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
719-7th Ave., New York 











TALKIE HET: 


“LADY OF SPAIN” 

“MY WORLD BEGINS AND ENDS 
WITH YOU” 

“LOOK, HERE COMES A 
RAINBOW” 


“KISS ME GOOD NIGHT, NOT 
GOODBYE” 
“ALL THE WORLD WILL SMILE 


AGAIN, A¥TER TOMORROW” 


SAM FOX PUB. CO. 


158-160 West 45th St., New York 
(Cleveland—Chicago—Los Angeles) 


HARMS’ HITS 
“WHAT A LIFE” 


“CLOSE YOUR EYES” 
‘DANCING ON THE CEILING’’ 


“THE QUEEN WAS IN THE 
PARLOR” 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
1657 Broadway, New York 








KEIT - ENGEL, Inc. 


719 7th Ave., New York 


“OH! WHAT A THRILL” 


“SHADOWS ON THE 
WINDOW’? 


“IF IT AIN'T LOVE” 


E. B. MARKS 


Gives All You Drummers a BREAK 
With the Greatest of All Drum Solos 


TOM THUMB’S DRUM 


as played by 


VALLEE, BERNIE & HYLTON 


The New Spring Novelty 
Hit for Orchestra 


MARKS 


223 \ House 
West we RED vonn of 
46th St. Hits 

MUSIC 








MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 


“TIME ON MY HANDS” 
“TWO LOVES” 


“WHILE WE DANCED AT 
THE MARDI GRAS” 
“DRUMS IN MY HEART” 
Conceded Hits by the Public 


Studios and Executive Offices 
62 WEST 45TH STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


PHONE: VAN. 3:3036 
CABLE: MILLERMUSE 





“Devil and Deep Blue Sea” 
“Kickin’ the Gong Around” 
“Twenty-One Years” 
“Bells of Avalon” 
“Wrong Number” 
“l’ve Been Expecting You” 


“Minnie the Moocher” 
“You Rascal You” 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
150 W. 46th St., New York 


MUSIC—-NITE 





| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 








Remick Hits 


“CAN’T WE TALK IT OVER?” 


“THE MORE YOU HURT ME” 


“WHERE THE LILIES OF THE 
VALLEY GROW” 


“WHISTLE AND BLOW YOUR 
BLUES AWAY” 


“FROM ONE PAIR OF ARMS 
TO ANOTHER” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway, New York 





co., 
INC, 


Shapiro, Bernstein 


“LAWD, YOU MADE THE 
NIGHT TOO LONG” 


“SAY THAT YOU WERE TEAS.- 
ING ME” 


“If | Ever Meet THE GIRL 
OF MY DREAMS” 


“LONESOME MELODY” 


“TAKE A PICTURE OF THE 
MOON” 


Capitol Theatre Building 
COR. BROADWAY & 51ST STKEET 
NEW YORK 








Witmarks-Hitmarks 


“Was That the Human 
Thing to Do?” 


“Put That Sun Back in 
the Sky” 


“By a Rippling Stream’ 
“Too Many Tears” 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1657 Broadway, New York 











JACK YELLEN 


INCORPORATED 


CHARLIE WARREN 


General Manager 


“Youre Still in My Heart” 
“How About You and Me?” 


“That's What Heaven Means 
to Me” 











1674 BROADWAY 


Cor. 52d st. New York City 
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no way 
the product. 


|} manner 


|ing 


| but wouldn't get the 
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Overlook Nothing 


San Francisco, March 28. 
Waish, trombonist 
Anson Weeks’ band at the 
Mark Hopkins, started using 
an empty coffee can as a mute. 

Within a week three manu- 
facturers had supplied Walsh 
with cans bearing their labels. 


Jim with 











Talent Tieups 


(Continued from page 65) 


| discussion due to its preponderance 


ady with 
putting on 
and 


listen, 


Examples of 
kiddie products 


singers and m 


ertisers 
class 
isicales 
grown-ups to 
chasing the youngsters 
sired, happens often. Along 
line the Rollo and Dad 
which a few months ago went off 
the air. A cigar company sponsored 
this program, and yet the script 
that it appealed to kids 


thereby 
but 
de- 
this 
series 


drawing 
away 


was 


such 


| only. 


Smart Ad Coupling 


Beauty cream companies go on 


] air with men 


the as speakers, in 
the talent with 
For this reason Edna 
Hopper, although 
humerous pans 
of speaking, is 


tieing up 


Wallace 
received 


she has 
for her 
neverthe- 


less getting results with her »eauty 
| products. She endorses her prod- 
ucts, and because she is known as 


perennially youthful, is a natural tie- 
up for the type of product adver- 
tised. 
Richman Clothes, currently on 
the air, is trying to sell men’s 
clothing with a. woman singer and 
a band. In advertising circles it is 
felt that this talent tie-up is near- 
ly 100° wrong. It is stated that 


| Richman should have a Harry Rich- 


man Buddy Rogers, or some 
juvenile with a reputation for be- 
well dressed. This account at 
first wanted to stage a children’s 
hour similar to that put on by 
Horn & Hardart, but gave this up 
because the proper time couldn't 
be arranged. The fact that a chil- 
dren’s hour would appeal to kids 
male listen- 
the advertiser was after ap- 
peared to be of no consideration. 
A. & P. Gypsies is one of the pe- 
riods held up as an example of the 
proper talent tie-up because it is 


or 


| definitely aimed at the middle-class 


buyer who wants a saving of 2c 
on a pound of prunes. Similarly 
‘Sisters of the Skillet’ is aimed at 
the middle class because of the prod- 
uct, Chipso. 

One Agency’s Idea 

Erwin-Wasey is one ad agency 
which is getting hep to the neces- 
sity for proper product and talent 
tie-ups. For Prince Albert it se- 
cured Alice Joy because she has a 
peculiar old-fashioned voice and 
told her to sing mainly old-fash- 
ioned tunes. This because mostly 
old men and young boys living in 
the hinterlands smoke pipes and her 
type of voice was believed would 
best cater to this type of audience. 
The results have borne out the be- 
lief of the agency. 

Lawrence Tibbett, on the Fire- 
stone Tire period, is believed by 
certain agencies to be too much 
class for the product. Tibbett ap- 
peals, these agencies say, to a lim- 
ited class audience and does not re- 
ceive the attention from middle- 
class listeners which the advertiser 
needs. 

This condition of improper pro- 
grams and product tie-up will be 
greatly remedied by the end of the 
current year, according to the pres- 
ent plans of some of the ad agen- 
cies, Also because more radio- 
trained men than heretofore are 
coming into the radio agency busi- 
ness. These radio men have been 
for the most part trained in the 
hinterlands where, unlike a net- 
work account, a local advertiser 
demands results by the second week. 
These men have learned the best 
methods of securing results. 


JONES IN N. 0. 

Band bookings at the Club For- 
rest, New Orleans casino, include 
Isham Jones for four weeks. 

Jones fellows the Tom Gerun 
band, which starts four weeks 
March 30. Lew Irwin is booking 
the Forrest’s bands and floor shows 














from New York. 
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SE 


| Hour, 


| itself a 





“Let That Be a Lesson to You” 
“My Extraordinary Gal” 
“| Wish | Could Leave You Alone” 
“After the Dance Was Over” 


OLMAN Music Corp. 


745-7th Ave... New York 





EL GARRON 
New Work, March 25. 
on West 49th 
old Peter’s Blue 
the room which 
George Olsen had at one time and 
which has been through a check- 
ered career, including a padlock. 
But under the Ramon and Rosita 
auspices, with t{amon managing 
and operating the smart room, and 
doubling also from his El Patio, it’s 


o- 
New class 


street, 


spot 
above the 
occupies 


one of the chic nite spots along a 
lean Main Stem. And no selling 


despite the general liberality of New 
York right 

Getting $3 and $4 couvert (latter 
on Saturdays), which is the same 
scale obtaining at the Patio, is in 
distinction. That Ramon 
can pack ’em to the extent of the 
275 capacity speaks plenty in these 
days of no couverts and pop scales. 

El Garron gets its name from a 
class Paris nite spot on the Boule- 
vard du Clinchy, with Ramon mak- 
ing its New York counterpart al- 
most an exact replica. 

Show holds Frances Maddux, De- 


now. 


Lys and Clark, Dario and Dianne, 
Peppy De Albrew, Pancho and his 
dance orchestra and Cerise and his 
Tipica Argentine tango combo of 
six. Pancho’s combo numbers 10. 
Everything is built for subdued 
class and the turnout of tails and 


white ties evidences a liking of this 
policy. It’s not a mixed crowd, but 
rather decidedly east of 5th, which 
makes their trek near Broadway at 


19th street (off 7th avenue) all the 
more notable. 
Politely discreet, they’re by no 


means stiff, yet very attentive to 
the lyric stuff which Frances Mad- 
dux and DeLys and Clark purvey. 
Miss Maddux does’ smart lyric 
songs, self-accompanying. DeLys 
and Clark are from London and 
Paris. Two-man combo, one at the 
piano, purvey their original and 
self-authored ditties in great style. 
They hail from London originally, 
working in one of the smart speaks 
in the British capital (they have 
‘em there, too, in view of the mid- 
nite excise liquor law), from 
whence they went to Paris. 

Dario and Diane are a terpsicho- 
rean class flash. Dario and Irene 
were forerunners of the Dario- 
Diane team, the latter a nice look- 
ing blonde, with Dario looking 
younger and stepping better than 
ever. Experienced in class cafe 
ballroom work, their routines are 
a natural for the Garron. Team 
incidentally doubled for a time into 
the El Patio during Ramon’s ill- 
ness. Normally Ramon and Rosita 
dance at the Patio, but not at the 
Garron, with Ramon operating both 
spots, He has been doing good 
trade at the Patio for two years; 
Garron just opened. 

DeLys and Clark have a novelty 
‘Winchell and Sobol and Sullivan’ 
ditty which evidences their adapta- 
bility, making their stuff locally 
topical and not tending too much to 
the Continental thing. There’s 
enough of that about the place. 


Peppy De Albrew, who operated 
his Trocadero in Paris last, is a 
swell host for a spot like this. He 
mixes around, gives ’em_ that, 
flashes that Russian cigaret case 
of his with those naughty inscrip- 
tions, 2nd vehemently declares him- 
self no gigolo. The femmes look 
at him quizzically and his table 


chat only enhances his value. De 
Albrew is doing okay here and 
handling himself well. 

Pancho, for four years at the 
smart Embassy with his nifty 


dance band, is no small asset to a 
cafe like this, aside from his ca- 
pable dansapation. The tango band 
also more than calls out its quota 
of steppers where formerly they 
just sat around and listened. 


The music and the flash of the 
room makes it one of those places 
that induce that very thing—sitting 
around and listening, if one is not 
inclined to anything more eo ie 

Abel. 





KTAB ON OWN 
San Francisco, March 28. 
With the Pickwick Broadcasting 
System, Coast group of indie sta- 
tions, in the hands of receivers, its 


local station, KTAB, Is operating 
independently. 


Tom Morgan, vice pres of Pick- 


wick, stepped into the manager's 
chair at KTAB, leavin: out Bob 
Roberts. Latter has entered the 


radio ad field. Station is being run 
on a sparse budget with only a 
few hundred dollars weekly allotted 
for talent. 


DILL PICKLE TUSSLE 
Chicago, March 28, 
Jack Jones of the Dill Pickle 
Club, Chicago’s arty Bohemian 














j}hangout, is in a tussle with the 
| sendarmes, Coppers claim that 
|Jones is selling refreshments and 
staging public dancing at the club- 
rooms without benefit of license. 
Case is continued and will face 
the judge again early next month. 


Tuesday, March 29, 1993 
Kaberett der Komiker 


Serlin, 
March 





Marcel 
program 
wins the palm. 
the cabaret opera ‘Rufen 
Herrn Plim’ (‘Call Mr. 
Which, apart of the other excelle 

numbers deserves our special rrr 
tention. This kind of cabaret oper 
is a most interesting novelty in the 


: 
Ku 
It ¢ 
Sia 
Plim’), 


With this 
Robitschek 


history of international nite cluh 
programs. And it should have q fue 

‘sg . . = 
ture if the idea is pursued 


a : in the 
same orignality as to the story: as 


excellent as to the dialog and ideas 
and as charming and melodious as 
to its musical performance. , 

The setting has been very 
put up by Hermann Krehan 
opera is performed just 


( leverly 
and the 
before thig 


one scene. 
The basic idea of the opera ig 
very original. This miniature nite 


club opera is a mirror of the publie 
itself. It shows the wish of the 
public in department stores to im- 
press and to have the power; te 
find faults everywhere, to be im. 
portant and make the life of the 
poor salesmen a hell. According to 
an old principle in business, the cuss 
tomer is always in the rig} 
matter how wrong he may 7 = 

Mischa Spoliansky has written a 
charming score which will soon be 
heard everywhere. Irene Eisinger, 
coloratura singer, is at her best, 
Franz Forrow is also satisfac tory ag 
to his singing qualities, Harald 
Paulsen and Max Ehrlich impress 
more by their fresh and partly tem- 
peramental playing, but their voiceg 
are not just suited for their roles, 
Same is true for Maria Ney. 

This musical novelty is a succesg 
and the Alrobie Publishing Co. at 
once ordered another opera of the 
same kind by these writers. 

The rest of the program also ig 
very amusing. The dancing trio 
Peggy, Moro and Shan show very 
exact acrobatic dancing performe 
ances, Betty Rowland, eccentrie 
dancer, is somewhat weaker in com- 
parison. Lindgreen Bros. are good 
in their comic scene on roller skates, 
Werner Finck is a witty conferen- 
cier, and Paul Nikolaus gives @ 
satirical picture of the present po-« 
litical situation. Paul Morgan is not 
quite up to the same standard, but 
tells old jokes in a clever way. Felix 
Bressaert and Paul Wallburg also 
register. Magnus. 


Glogau on His Own 


Jack Glogau has gone into pube 
lishing business for himself. 

Until two weeks : Glogau was 
with Shapiro-Bernstein profes¢ 
sional manager. 


JANE FROHMAN 


AND HER ORCHESTRA 


as 








Broadcasting Via 
NBC Network, Chicago 


Featuring: 


‘SOMEBODY 
LOVES 
YOU’ 


JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 
1587 Broadway, New York 
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Regards and Best Wishes to 
IRWIN DASH ond 
BILLY MASON 


Who Are Somewhere in London 
Please Communicate with 

AL DUBIN . 

Writer of “TOO MANY TEARS”. 


ed 


=~ 














| JESS STAFFORD | 
and His Orchestra 
CLUB FORREST 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
MANAGEMENT: MUSIC CORP. OF 
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MUSIC—NEITE CLUBS 





——_— 
— 


LOCAL NO. 802 SHARES 


‘IN DAMROSCH $300,000 





The Musicians Unemployment Re- 
lief Fund controlled by Walter 
pamrosch has entered into an 
agreement with New York’s musi- 
ejans’ union (No. 802) as to partici- 

tion in the distribution of about 
$300,000. 

The Damrosch fund is being ap- 
plied to the entire musical field, in- 
cluding non-union people such as 
operatic singers, music teachers, 
conductors out of engagement, oth- 
ers in the musical arts and instru- 
mentalists, the latter all being in 
th? union. 

The union’s unemployed will par- 
ticipate in the Damrosch relief to an 
extent of approximately one-sixth of 
the total, or about $50,000. 

Edward Cannavan, president of 
Jocal 802, stated that a series of ben- 
efit concerts had been arranged, all 
given by large bands or orchestras. 
Men are to be paid on a ratio of 
two-thirds to one-third, that is if a 
musician’s wage for the concert was 
$15, the Damrosch fund would pay 
$10 while the union’s relief would 
contribute $5. Same ratio applies 
for rehearsals pay. 

First series of benefits in which 
the sharing plan applies are known 
as the McDowell concerts. Ten are 
scheduled and about five have al- 
ready been given. Each concert en- 
gages 70 musicians. 

April 5 at the Metropolitan a con- 
cert in which 200 musicians will 
play, is the first of five such events. 
May 8 is the starting date for a 
series of military band concerts in 
the city’s parks, 50 men being in the 
band. Other concerts may be added. 

Understood that the participating 
plan applies should the concerts 
show a deficit. The union has re- 
ceived about $15,000 from the Dam- 
rosch fund for its unemployed, hav- 
ing paid $5,000 from its own fund. 


Remick-Witmark Separate; 
Offices Are Too Tight 


Remick will be separated from 
the Witmark offices and placed in 
its own separate quarters within a 
month. 

About two months ago both 
Remick and Witmarks were physic- 
ally combined in one office, 
Remick moving into Witmark and 
Harms moving into the offices for- 
merly occupied by Remick. Short- 
ly after, Joe Keit’s contract with 
Warner as Remick’s gen. mgr. was 
settled. 

Now it has been decided to sep- 
arate the offices again due to the 
personnel and catalog being 
cramped in the one office. It is 
most likely that Remick’s will be 
moved to 1650 Broadway, where 
Warner has a lease on a suite for 
which it is paying but not using. 
Buddy Morris, head of the Warner 
publishers, will continue as active 
head of Remick as well as Wit- 
mark, 

Only a pro. mgr. will be placed in 
charge of the Remicl: offices when 
they move, with about four profes- 
Sional men now connected with 
Remick, 











Columbia’s 3 Bands 


Chicago, March 28. 
Local Columbia phonograph of- 
fice last week recorded three local 
orchestras using Art Kasell, Danny 
Russo and Paul Specht. All three 
turned out four two-side discs. 
All drew flat sums for the re- 
Cordings, the royalty plan largely 
Passing out of the disc field due to 
the falling sales, 





COLUMBIA’S NEW DISC 


Phonograph Co. Doubling-Tripling 
Names On Long-Playing Record 








Chicago, March 28, 
Columbia phonograph is due to 
hit the market in about a month 
with a six-minute record on the 
regular 78 revolutions scheme. It 
can be played on the standard 


machine. This is Columbia’s bid 
for the long-playing record biz, 


following the Victor initial entrance 


in the field. The Victor lengthy, 
however, while running closer to 


10 minutes, requires a special turn- 
table motor. 

These Columbia waxes are slated 
to bring three or more record 
names on each saucer, the plan be- 


ace 


ing to spot on each disc two or- 
chestras and an ace vocal, or two 
vocals with a name band. Thus, 


Kate Smith is understood pencilled 
to ride with Ben Selvin and Eddie 
Duchin bands on one platter. En- 
tire roster of Columbia talent will 
be doubled and tripled on each 
plate. Price remains at the pres- 
ent standard at 75 kopecs, 


Roger Kahn May Pick 
Up His Baton Again 


Roger Wolfe Kahn is planning a 
comeback as a band leader. Otto’s 
son laid aside his baton two years 
ago and hasn’t picked it up since, 
confining most of his interest dur- 
ing the past two years to aviation. 

Young Kahn is slated to return 
from the South in about two weeks. 
Upon his return he will set about 
to obtain an orchestra for himself. 








Hollywood's Pansies 


Hollywood, March 28. 





Second pansy floor show is 
planned for Hollywood by Gene 
Morgan. BBB announced the first. 

Morgan, whose name has been 


over the Pyramid Club since the 
boulevard spot’s reopening, has of- 
ficially taken over the Di Marco 
lease. 





D’ALLESSANDRO-KAHN COMBO 


John D’Allessandro and Sammy 
Kahn of the Original Versatile Sex- 
tet are reorganizing a large stage 
band 
integral unit. 

Kahn, as Allen Kane, has been a 
Publix m.c. and D’Allessandro has 
been with Irving Aaronson’s Com- 
manders and others. 


KLAPHOLTZ BACK 

Ernest Klapholtz is back on 
Broadway orchestrating und arrang- 
ing after three years with Pathe 
studios in Hollywood. Klapholtz’s 
partner, Arthur Lange, is still on 
the coast. 

Meantime Klapholtz and Merlin 
Schuyles have formed a musical 
partnership. 








SYMPHS SWAP 
Waterloo, Ia., March 28. 
Tesidents here will hear the Cedar 
Rapids Symphony orchestra and 
Cedar Rapids residents will hear 
the Waterloo Civic Symphony or- 
chestra, 
It’s a swap idea and going over 
big. 





Olsen Doubling 

George Olsen opened a fortnight’s 
doubling into RKO houses at the 
Kenmore, Brooklyn, this week, and 
may extend it further. 

Can't leave town owing to his deal 
with the Montmartre cafe, where he 
is regularly engaged. 





combo with the sextet as an} 














Organist’s Razz 





Los Angeles, March 28. 

Gaylord Carter, organist at 
Warner Bros,’ Hollywood the- 
atre, has a screen novelty 
called ‘Ballyhoozis,’ 

Between song verses Carter 
has slides razzing various ads. 
Recently he picked on a per- 


fume manufacturer, collar 
company and a patent med- 
icine sold as a morning ‘cock- 


tail.” Names of the companies 


were used, 


18-POINT S. P. A. PACT 
DEPENDS ON ONE CLAUSE: 


Before publishers will 











agree to 


the 18-point proposed agreement 
between songwriters and publish- 
ers, the Songwriters’ Protective 


Association will have to eliminate 
from its constitution the clause 
whereby all writers assign all their 
rights to the S.P.A, 

The publishers strongly object to 
entering into any basic minimum 
greement but are willing to 
to a standard form of contract. 
Pubs insist the S.P.A. will have to 
abolish the writers’ rights 
ment clause before they will agree 
to the 18 point proposed agreement. 

Nothing official was done about 
the 18 point proposed agreement 
last week excepting that at an in- 
formal luncheon meeting between 
Sigmund Romberg, president of the 
S.P.A., and about five publishers, 
the proposed agreement was dis- 
cussed, 


LILLIE’S CLUB BID 


Likely for El Patio, Class Spot—at 
$1,500 or Half Price 

Beatrie Lillie at $1,500 
into the El Patio, 

That's 56% of her past nite club 
salary, which gives us an idea, as 
the Patio is one of the few remain 
eouvert cafes, 


agree 


assign- 





may go 





ing 
ROBERTSON-LOPEZ 
Dick Robertson, vet radio and 
recording singer, has joined the 


Vincent Lopez orchestra as vocal- 
ist. Robertson will be on WEAF 
thrice weekly with the band. 





Band has started on a six-week 
vaude tour. 

HERE AND THERE 

Ted Cook band now getting a 


WMAQ, Chicago, wire out of the 
Frolics cafe, first time this station 
has tied in with the southside Chi 


nitcrie, 





Kitty O’Mera’s Dancing Colleens 
and Morrie Hoffman's orchestra in 





the floor show at the Ambassador 
Inn on the Albany-Troy (N. Y.) 
Road. 

Blue Valley Putter radio discs 
have been placed on two Chicago 
stations, WAAF and KYW, the 


for afternoon sessions, and 
the latter for the nighttime, 


former 





Leo Erdody, New York concert 
master, has returned to Chicago to 
devote his time to radio. 


Irving Mills returned from a six 
weeks’ trip to the coast yesterday 
(Monday). 





Ted Black’s orchestra opened at 
the New Lido Club, New York, Sat- 
urday (27). Band, NBC booked, 
will receive an NBC wire. 


Only Increased 








Audition Gag for Bands 


Grows in Eastern Halls 





An audition gag involving little 
or no salary has become a fav stunt 
of numerous small dancehalls in the 
east. The small time creep foints 
practising the trick prey upon] 
starving musicians exclusively. Con 
stant repetition cuts band expenses | 
to almost nothing. 


Routine involves the engagement} 


of a band on the ‘make good’ con-| 
| 


dition, necessitating in some in- 
stances a full week’s work under 
scale. When the audition is over, 


the band is summarily dismissed on | 
the grounds of laying an egg. When 


the leader tries to collect he’s paid 
off short or told to come around 
next Week. 

There's no recourse for the band, |} 
since a formal complaint would re 
veal the fact that the musician 
agreed to work under scale and re- 


sult in loss of union membership. 


LINK ALLIES 


With Keit & Enccl as Partner— 
Also Prof. Mgr. 

Harry Link has become a third 
partner in the firm of Keit & Engel 
yesterday (Mon.). His position is 
professional manager. 

Link resigned from Santly Music 
on Saturday (26) aiter holding an 
interest in the firm since its incep- 


tion. Link disposed of his share 
when he resigned. 
Link’s interest in Keit & Engel 


is equal to that of Harry Engel, 
with Joe Keit, who recently bought 
out NBC's interest, holding the 
majority interest. 





Lombardo, Fiorito Both 
‘Sweetest Heayenly Music’ 


Culver City, March 28. 

When Guy Lombardo played Chi- 
cago, Ashton Stevens wrote that his 
was ‘the sweetest music this side of 
heaven.’ Lombardo later adopted 
the quotations. 

Ted Fiorito, 
over KFWB from 
eafe, was in Chicago at 
and liked the slogan, too, 
using it out here, 


now broadcasting 
the local Frolics 
the time 
So he’s 


. . 

Whiteman Staying East 

Paul Whiteman plans to remain 
around New York, for which pur- 
pose he has established himself in 
an apartment, counting on his NBC 
tie-up for his immediate most im- 
portant activity. 


Whiteman has further stage of- 
fers, but is loath to leave the bis 
town. 


GROFE’S ‘TABLOID’ 
Ferde Grofe, who has come under 
Jimmie Gillespie's management, fs 
planning a concert tour, during 
which he will feature ‘Tabloid,’ a 
symphonic impression of a news- 
paper. Work will be given a bally- 
hoo when introduced at Symphony 

Hall, Boston, next summer. 


Walters Follows Kent 

Billy Walters next week 

Dave Kent at Donaldson, 
& Gumble. 


replaces 
Douglas 


Radio Rates Can 
Save Many Publishers from Quitting 


+ 


ae 








If the raise in radio rates doesn't 
come through soon it will be toe 
bad for many publishers, The pub- 


lishers say that during the past 
three months the sheet music busi- 
ness has been worse than they can 
remember. And most of them can 
remember. 

Atout six of the smaller pub- 
lishers are known to be operating 
purely on credit, unable to raise 
cash. These may short! be forced 
to fold. 


The radio plug angle also has the 
publishers worried. At one time 
they were sure that a few days after 
getting a few plugs on network 
programs they would receive orders 
for 1,000 or more Today 
these orders after plugs 
are getting scarce. 

Publishers say that when name air 


copies. 


network 


attractions use a good song the 
same night and they are sure that 
about 20,000,000 listeners hear it, 
the publisher can expect an ord 


within a few days for 
But in the majority of 
after top plugs, they get 
200 


1,000 copies, 
instances, 
orders for 
copies or so, 

No Life Left 


It is an admitted fact that there 
isn’t much life left in the sheet 
music business anymore, despite the 
intermittent hits that up. 
These infrequent successes, say the 
publishers, are freaks and cannot 
be relied on to carry the sheet music 
industry. 

All eyes are turned toward radio 
as the salvation. Publishers say 
that they must get and expect, when 
the new ratcs are put into effect, 
at jeast twice and nearly three times 
as much annually as they are cur- 
rently receiving from radio. Pub- 
lishers declare that guaranteed a 
fair income from radio, they can af- 
ford to continue to publish sheet 
music at a loss, but otherwise it 
will be a losing fight for the music 
lovers. 

To date the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers 
has taken no action on the proposed 
new radio rates, which it was sup- 
posed to settle Feb, 1, last. Its radio 


show 











committee, appointed during the 
early fall to decide the best means 
of entering into a new radio con- 
tract, has been convening with kb. C. 
Mills, gen. mgr. of the American 
Society, regarding radio, but noth- 
ing definite has resulted. Neither 
has the radio situation been dis- 
cussed by th? Board of Directors 0! 
the American Society, as far ag in- 
creased rates are concerned, 


Vallee Ends $1,000,000 
Piracy Suit With $250 


Los Angeles, March 28. 

Sum of $250 settled the $1,000,000 
suit of toberta McKay against 
Rudy Vallee for alleged piracy oi 
the song, ‘Vagabond Lover.’ 

Charles K. Feldman, Vallee's at- 
torney, settled the case out of court, 
but the amount must now be ap- 
proved by the court as the McKay 
woman since filing suit has been 
adjudged incompetent. 











Paby Marie’s Platters 

Baby Rose Marie pl :ed 

her first reecrding cont-.act. 

The baby singer will make six 
records for Victor, 


unde. 

















IRVING ULLMAN 





Woods Theatre Building, Chicago 


THE BIGGEST SONG HIT IN AMERICA TODAY 


‘SOMEBODY LOVES YOU 


By CHARLIE TOBIAS and PETER DE ROSE 


We Are Grateful to All Who Are Responsible for Making This the Number One Song 


JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 


ARCHIE FLETCHER 
1587 Broadway, New York 
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have a two 
weeks’ option on ‘Oh Susanna,’ coast 
musical, which has been warehous- 
ing two years. 


20 VARIETY Tuesday, March 29, 1932 
— — = 
the applause with the opening of the bed 
next act. Olive Olsen is nearly as ar q7mies a en eers 
well liked. While she ‘forced one 
D encore in one number, she made up 
for it by being forced into several 
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Victor Neuhaus, recently leasing, a scene supposed to be che latter's the wooden animated dolls that so men are catching up. shose a psychists Soe avertinns Sieste. 8 
the Figueroa Playhouse, is sued for| booking office. Act features Hilde-| often grace dance revues. The| trouble or in poor health generally Sass cf the stems. seutinan 1 
$475 rental of furnishings from the garde, a comedienne and songstreSS| numbers are pretty, and one with] turn to their church. The psychists seni <nan a les ine 
Cinema Props Co. with a cute Dutch accent; Aber fans, orange on one _ side and|are grabbing the overflow. kok eae at; I. 3 ; - or plain 
= 'wins, good a gee yee eee mauve on the other, is most at- Ordinarily advice on affairs of a te 4 ing aa yo mediums for 
Tivoli Theatres is suing to oust J. who also double on the vio ans; ir- tractive. the heart is easily in first place prec ictions, since e stage work 
William Denning from a building in| ginia Lee, rhythm tap dancer who| he sets show a fine view of the among questions fired at ana | !imits close contact with the anxi« 
Sawtelle. Theatre co. says Denning} includes a Robinson stair dance;| outside of the golf club, the inside written tn aha re clairvoyants, but | °U®: But offstage everything goes, 
moved in in the plaintiff's absence | Keating Twins, blonde vocal har- of the girls’ locker room, and an en- ainans . - i. a ae rch rend The big things outside of stage 
last Nov. monists, and Gloria Gilbert, dan-| trance between two walls. There is| Pre@icUons on business aoe -.., | psychistry and crystal gazing are 
aati seuse. Latter appears to be taking] also a flowered drop. Nothing is| matters are now occupying a very nidkeiiiadas deeiieds diets wdenea’ é 
. : : : T1028 as « ry stars 
Belasco & Curran have taken] the place of Mitzi Mar‘fair, who first skimpy-looking. close second place. While every istry (mitt massaging) co a 
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Dark.’ They are dickering for| Miss Gilbert — hong eyprrsesntie. en aytng the story remains intact, and while} nondescript requests, most of the ; ogy ee.INng oe umps). Gratis 
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——- markable spins which keeps her re-| versons, perhaps it is no more 80] Giacses in at sandwiches in the tea rooms is in- 
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Rene Borgia is writing Spanish 
dialog for ‘Today,’ indie production, 
of which Abe Meyer planned a 


dubbed version. 


Richard Wilbur and Arthur Hock- 
wald are framing a rep company to 
play the western sticks. Pair pro- 
moted the ill-fated stock company 
at the Hollywood Music Box. 

Henry Halstead’s orch replaces 
Hal Grayson’s combo at the Roose- 
velt March 30. Harry Owens’ band 





moves from the Westward Ho, 
Phoenix, Ariz., to the Cosmopolitan 
Hotel, Denver. 


Harris Recording Laboratories, 
Ltd., sued by F. H. Bowers for $1,500 
for services as attorney and for sal- 
ary claims of Isabelle Russell and 
E. R. Harris amounting to $6,142. 


Temple theatre, at 59th and Ver- 
mont, has been bought by M. Ray- 


mond Peterson from George A. Har- 
rison and Hobart E. Swan. 


HIPPODROME 


(Continued from page 44) 





colored youth is brought on for a 
fast hoofing number. 

An acrobatic turn, Monge Troupe, 
on next. Unusual spotting, having 
an acrobatic turn in the middle of 
the bill, but oke here, as would be 
difficult for the usual closer to fol- 
low the Gus Edwards’ flash, which 
closes. Monge Troupe consists of 
five men and two girls doing fast 
acrobatics. A double somersault by 
a girl from a springboard into a 
supported chair, while blindfolded, 
closes the act nicely. 

Carlton and Ballew’s dizzy patter 
found a ready audience here and 
the pair got results. Girl plays a 
dumb Dora in a high piping voice 
and delivers well. Boy makes an 
able foil. However, this pair could 
use some new material since they 
have been using the same lines 
around this section for a long time. 

Tarzan, a diminutive man cleverly 
made up as an ape, follows. Chap 
who works with the ‘ape’ announces 
that it is an importation from South 
Africa. Make-up is smart and the 
man carries the ‘ape’ part well and 
perhaps is able to fool part of the 
audience. However, some of the 
routines and pranks he does dis- 
closes the impersonation. Kids in 
the audience went for the turn 

Eddie Garr, imitator de luxe, next. 
Garr does Ted Lewis, Vallee, El 
Brendel and Chevalier, and al) 
smoothly, showing plenty study and 
experience. Boy does 10 minutes 
solo in his own act and thereafter 
works in Gus Edwards’ ‘New Stars 
On Parade’ turn, following the bill's 
finale, 

The Edwards revue has changed 
some of its falent since last caught, 
but the majority of the acts remain. 
Garr is the cog around which the 
acts revolve. He plays Edwards in 
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RKO GOLDEN GATE 
March 21. 

For 10 years this RKO house has 
pulled in a consistent family trade 
holding up to a generally satisfac- 
tory gross despite a dearth of ac- 
ceptable celluloid. 

Current week’s booking is an ex- 


San Francisco, 


ample of what the Gate is up 
against. With Pathe’s ‘Carnival 


Boat’ on screen there’s nothing out- 


standing to plug, even the four 
RKO unit acts and the Coast- 
booked Harry Barris and lLoyce 


Whiteman not providing the adver- 
tising man with a good drawing 
card to boost. As a result, big 
feature is the fact that it’s 10th 
anniversary week. Gross looks like 
a couple grand below the average 
$14,000 and only the series of spe- 
cial nights tied in with Fed. of La- 
bor and kindred groups is holding 
the show up to $12,000. This Mon- 
day night South of Market Boys 
had the spotlight and while the 
talks were boring house was pretty 
well filled. 

At $600 RKO picked 
3arris, the song 
chanting wife, Loyce Whiteman, 
both recently of the Los Angeles 
Ambassador Hotel and fairly well 
known on the Coast through radio. 


up Harry 
writer, and his 


Doubtful if they drew that much 
into the house, but they were a 
pivotal center for an 18-minute 


presentation offering that preceded 
the regular vaude. Management put 
Claude Sweeten and his pit band on 
stage for first time in over a year. 
The 13 boys and their conductor 
ran up a satisfying sum total with 
a pair of numbers. 

Two kid hoofers, Don and Billie, 
were fair. Sweeten then brought 
on Barris and Miss Whiteman. 
While Barris conducted Miss White- 
man warbled ‘Who’s Your Whozis.’ 
Made the mistake of repeating the 
same tune symphonic style instead 
of doing another pop number. 
While she made a neat appearance 
faulty delivery spoiled her for the 
large balcony where it was impos- 
sible to hear her. 

Barris then officiated at the piano 
for a medley of his own tunes and 
drew a healthy hand. Took most of 
the bows and the speech while his 
partner remained offstage. 

While South of Market officers 
held down the rostrum Sweeten and 
his RKOlians retired to the pit for 
the vaude unit, headlined by Ana- 
tole Friedland’s Show Eoat revue, 
a re-hashing of previous Friedland 
units and with many of the same 
people. Marty May handled the 
m.c. reins capably, providing the 
best moments of the unit. 

Fortunello and Cirillino opened 
strong with their comedy panto 
acrobatic work. Hope Vernon was 
a weak deucer with novelty vocal- 
izing. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, March 26. 

Adam A. Adams has scooped the 
town this week, as his ads proclaim, 
by bringing in ‘Follow Thru’ instead 
of the usual vaudeville. First time 
one of these tabs has p'ayed here, 
and whether it’s to be a series de- 
pends largely cn ‘Follow Thru’s’ re- 
ception. For a Good Friday matinee 
it was a fine house. 

Anatol Friedland is said to have 
offered this and others to both Proc- 
tor’s and Loew's at a price of over 
$7,000. It is doubtful if Adams is 
paying all that, but he’s probably 
paying plenty—and getting plenty. 

Show carries six principals, eight 
men and 24 girls. Joe Penner and 
Olive Olsen lead, and the others who 
are not so strong are not mentioned. 


| Penner, who is a local favorite, wins 


all the way. He has seldom been so 
funny. Between the acts he sings 
a number and got such a reception 
here that the orch had to drown out 















NERE Eee 


INSTITUTION of] INTERNATIONALE 


Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


than in the original. All the well- 
known songs remain, though some 
suffer a little from inadequate 
vocalizing. The lighting could be 


improved, and probably has been by 


now. But on the whole it’s a good 
piece of work, and if the vaude 
fans don’t go for it, they'll be the 
losers. This crowd didn’t warm up 


at first, but waxed enthusiastic 
it went on. It ran 82 minutes. 

Picture was ‘Dancers in the Dark’ 
(Par). 


as 











number of each class asked on 
average, the six are: 

1. Love affairs. 

2. Business ventures 
3. Inheritances. 

4. Health. 

Lost articles. 

6. Missing persons. 

The top-notch stage psychists re- 
ceive upward of 10,000 mailed ques- 
tions during a week's stand in a 
town. Radio broadcasting between 


an 


available), 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 45) 


Woodland Rev 
Torney Ens 
PHOENIX 
Fox (2) 
‘Hot Java’ I 
Caligary Bros 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree 
Samuels Bros 
Vincent Yerro 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (31) 
‘Gobs of Joy’ I 
A ‘Pat’ West 
Lee, Port & D* 
Pablo 
Elmer Herling 
Rose Marie Carter 
Myrna Modie 
Sunkist Ens 


SAN DIEGO 
Fox 

1st (3-6) 

‘Exotique’ I 


half 
P & N Ghezzi 
Foley & Leture 
Ramon & Virginia 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (30) 
‘World's Fair-est’ I 
Bayes & Speck 
Nadine 
Russian Co 
Beth Lewis 
Caryle Bennett 
Lucille & La. Verne 
16 World's Fair-est 
SEATTLE 
5th Ave. (31) 
‘Art Gallery’ I 
P Sydeli Co 
Eddie Cole 
Bob, Andy & T 
Josephine 
Cachalots 
Olga & Lester 
Herculean 3 
La Marr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 
Marion & Kath’yne 
SHREVEPORT 
Strand 
Ist half (2-5) 
‘All at Sea’ I 
Ben Bard 





Lester & Garson 
Gregory & Ramon 
June Worth 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 
SPOKANE 
Fox 
ist half (1-38) 
‘Marches Militaires’ 
Charles Irwin 
Large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 
SP’GFIELD. MASS. 
Fox Poli (2) 
‘Fine Feathers’ I 
Ross Wyse Jr 
Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emile & Romaine 
Sunkist Ens 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (2) 
‘Carmenesque’ TI 
Paul Mall 
Rose Valyda 
Raye Saxe 
3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Anita Lou 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (2) 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 
Bruno Weiss 3 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (31) 
‘Cleanup’ I 
Mills & Shea 
Rhythmettes 
Alexander Callam 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Verna, Sylvia & R’ 
Sunkist Ens 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (2) 
‘Black & White’ 
Clifton & Brent 
Dolly Fraser 
Rose Glessby 
Marie Le Fiohie 
Mariealice Head 
Sunkist Ens 





London 








Week March 28 


Canterbury M. H. 
ist half (28-30) 
Pagan Trio 
Shamrock & Lee 
2nd half (31-2) 
Trois Eldons 
Bennett & Williams 
Plaza 
Mangan Presenta’n 
Victoria M. H. 
Company as booked 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
‘Temptation’ 
Mangan Till’ettes 
Edna Squire-Brown 
CLAPTON 


Rink 
1st half (28-390) 
Terrianos 
Mary O'Rourke 
2nd half (31-2) 
Bendetti Bros 
Shamrock & Lee 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Auklands 
Leo Sax 3 
EDGEW ARE 
Grand 
Barber & Stevens 
Kondo & Hanako 
FINSBURY PR, 
Astoria 
Jack Payne Band 


RD. 





KILBURN 
Grange 
Barber & Stevens 

Berrardi 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
ist half (28-30) 
Bennett & W'ms 
Moran and Elof 
2nd half (31-2) 
Pagan 3 
F Sylvester Co 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 
Roy & RKO-lians 
PFCKHAM 


To 
Ist half 
Michel 
F Sylvester 
(31-2) 
B Green & James 
Terrianos 
SHEPHER'S BUSH 
Pavilion 
Czardas Band 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Klifton Kabaret 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 


yer 
(28-30) 
Co 


Naughton & Gold 


De Haven & Page 
Rome & Romaine 
Taranaki, T & B 





Provincial 








Week March 28 


CARDIFF 
Capitol 
Plaza Tiller Girls 
HULL 
Palace 
Geo Jackley 
Rebla 
Fred Emmy 
Embery Sis 
Ern Brookes 
Kew & Kew 
Ruane & Martin 
Melody Murderers 
LEEDS - 
Paramount 
Creations in Biue 





Par Tiller Girls 
Danny Lipton 3 
Tony-Bebe-Rene 
Dawn Asheton 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
Terry's 51 Juves 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
G Parkington 5 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire 
Dudley & Midgets 
Wallington Sis 
Dene Williams & FP 


times is a 


recently 


acquired aid. 


Stage running time limits the aver- 


age number of 


questions 


answer- 


able to around 15 per performance 


If doing four-a-day, 
can’t 
or so requests in 
leaving many in the unopened 
Of the remainder, 
confined by 


tive psychist 
than 400 
stand, 
fan mail basket. 
answers are 


the representa- 
answer more 
a week 


many 


psychists to letters accompanied by 


money or s:amps. 


Frequently a 


psychist 


will get 


innocently jammed through leaving 


town for 


the 1.ext jump before all 


the mailed questions are delivered. 
In such instances the letters, some 


containing 


money, 


don't find their 


way to the addressed party, or back 


to the sender. 


Rich Private Seances 





expensive and the big fav with 
stenogs, office boys and housewives, 

Some private readers have lately 
delved into complicated research 
and emerged with such oldies as 
Sciomany (reading by shadows), 
Genethliacs (by stars at birth), 
Meteormancy (by meteors, when 
Austromancy (by winds), 
Mayomancy (mice), Orniscopy 
(birds), Hydromancy (water), 
Halomancy (salt), Axinomancy 
(balanced hatchet), Geomancy (dots 
made at random on paper or cloth), 
Lithomancy (precious stones), Pes- 
somancy (pebbles), Catoptromancy 
(mirrors), Tephramancy (writing in 
ashes), Onieromancy (dreams), 
Arithmancy (numbers), Onomancy 
(number of letters in name), Gelos- 
copy (laughing), Gastromancy 
(ventriloquism), Gyromancy (walk« 
ing in a circle), Geromancy (drop< 
ping hot wax into water), Ichthyo- 
mancy (entrails of fish), Cleroe 
mancy (dice). 

Possibilities of some of these are 
practically limitless. 
The only similar 
depresh like the rest of the world 
is spiritualism, since folks not in 
the mood to be initiated in the field 


field feeling the 








of conversing with spirits and 
For the most compelling psychic | ghosts. 
Dominique Orch Rubaiyat 
e r ke © Dottie Dale 
Kentucky Club 
Cabaret Bills Karyl Norman Bernice St John 
Leon LaVerne Madge Keefer 





NEW YORK CITY 


Beaux Arts 


Ruth Goodwin 
Ivon Bouvier 
Lee Gibson 

Betty Wilson 
Grace Mitchell 
Louis Barsoni 
Countess Barsont! 


Central P’k Casino 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Connie’s Inn 


Don Redmond Or 
Louise Cook 

Cora Green 

Mae Alex 

Baby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Snakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 

Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 
Joan Sennett 
Arthur Wilson 
Jerry Bergen 

Lew Dolgoft 
Tracy & Vinette 
Enoch Light Orch 


Oakland’s Terrace 


Calif Ramblers 
Burns & Swanson 
Sylvia & Lee 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 

Ada Winston 
Gertrude Niesen 
Georgie Tapps 
Snooks Ramblers 


Old Vienna 


Florie Hutchison 

6 Prater Singers 

Helen Polka Co 

Al Belasco 

Bela Loblov Orch 
Paramount Grill 


Dan Healy 
Peppino & Rhoda 
Aida Ward 

Cora La Redd 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Wells M’rd’cai & T 
Bailey & Wilson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 





3 Little Words 
3 Sepia Songbirds 
8 Rhythm Kings 


Cotton Club 
Blue Rhythm Boys 
Leitha Hili 
Hartmanns 
Dorothy Crowley 
Al White 
H’llyw’a Restaur’t 
Doris Eaton 
Harriet Hilliard 
Folies Bergere G'ls 
Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 
3 Speeds 
Caesar & Mimi 
Al Katz & Kittens 


Nut Club 


La Belle Rose 
Eton Boys 
Nutsy Fagan 
Rainbow Ina 
Chris Pender 
Millard & Anita 
Diana Deering 
Bobby De Fay 
Mildred Jay 


Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Voa Trogzento 
Barra Birs 
Natalya Davis 
Misha Usanoff 
Helen Kazanova 
Gregory Grestrow 
Irene Kuloff 


Show Place 


Sammy Walsh 
Sylvia Miller 
Eddie Joyce 

Val Vesto 

Kitty O’Dare 
Sydney Hawkins 
Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
Betty & Andre 
Rita White 


Village Barn 
Reily & Comfort 
Josh Medders 
Danny Drayson 
Lew Beck 
Chic Kennedy 
Bashful Hank 
Texas Redheads 
Helen Manning 
Dave Abrams Orch 


CHICAGO 


Ambassadeur 
Fred Villani 
Helene Ward 
Laura Lee 
Kathleen 
Frances 
Clarice 
Al Handler Orch 

Cafe De Alex 
Marie Alve1 
De la Vega 
Henrico Calarist 


Phillip 
Marion 








Don Luis 

San Guaraniello 

Joska de Babary O 

Club Alabam 

Ruby Abbott 

Patsy McNair 

Billy Boyce 

Mary Thorne 

Adele Estes 

Frank Furlett Or 
Club Nociurne 
eyce Brown 


-+| Gypsy 


Edna Mae Morris 
4 Stepping Stars 
Eddie Makins Orch 
College Inn 
LaF’ yet'e & LaV're 
Elits Sis 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Colosimos 
Maiorie Tait 
Alvira Morton 
Natalie & Howard 
Francine Lee 
Jerry Ellman 
Jimmy Meo Orc! 
Frolics 
Waldron 
Rhouma:s 
Lillian Barnes 
Rodion Dancers 
Pauline Bellau 
Ted Cook Orch 
K-9 Klub 


Jack 





Fritzie Bates 
Jean La Mar 








Phil Vallani 
Walter Hastings 
Eddie South Orch 


Vaughn Sis 
Dick Staub 
Jimmy Campbell! O 


‘anity Fai 
Paramount Club Joe b Spee —_ 
John Steel Hazel & Klatoff 


Billy Carr 
Julia Lyons 
Sid Lang Orch 
Pia-Mor 
Ercelle Sis 
Estelle Fratus 
Muriel Parker 
Scovelle Sis 
Rose & Ray Lyte 
Jimmy O'Keefe 
Ray Reynolds 
Paul Specht Orch 


Vercell Sis 

Cele Davis 

Mary Stone 

Leo Wolf Orch 
Winter Garden 

Charlie Crafts 

Clifford & Wayne 

Helen Wehrle 

Lorraine Tumler 

Bobby Cook 

4 Abbott Dancers 

Gus Arnheim Orci 








SAN DIEGO 4 DAYS 
San Diego, Cal., March 28. 

Fox theatre will play F. & M. 
ideas only four days a week instead 
of the former full week. 

Change is caused by the Sature 
day opening at Loew’s State, Los 
Angeles. Ideas will come here fole 
lowing the State closing and return 
to Hollywood to opening the fol¢ 
lowing Thursday. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mafl to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING oF 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 

















Bell Netti Toper Theos 
Bennett George Macdonald Flor’ ncé 
Martin Bertha 
Carroll Jean 
Clark F Mrs 
Crooks Edward Petro John 
Hoel C M Rehsen Frank 
Rogers H 
Jackson T P 
Yoki Joe 
CHICAGO OFFICE 
Black John S Gilbert Bert 
Clayton Dolores M | van Billy 
Edwards David Keeler & Dusen 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St.. New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 
New Assortment of 


GREETING CARDS 





For All Occasions 








— 





The Leading and 
Largest 
ngearenen 

FAC 
in the United States 


t 
The only Factory th# 
makes any get of Reeds 
made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 


277-279 Columbus Av® 
San Francisco, al. 






Rree Catalogues 
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OBITUARY 


FRANK NORMAN HEARN, JR. 
Frank Norman Hearn, Jr., 24, 
died at his home in New York 
March 26 as the result of a pul- 
monary infection; ill about two 
months. 
Born in England but appeared 
here as a child actor in a vaude- 
ville sketch. His legit stage debut 
was in ‘Wake Up Jonathan’ (Mrs 


Fiske). Also appeared in John 
Barrymore's ‘Hamlet’ and ‘The 
Shannons of Broadway.’ Last ap- 


pearance was in ‘The Silent Wit- 
ness’ on tour. 

His mother is professionally 
known as Julia Knox. He was a 
nephew of Teddy Knox (Nervo and 
Knox) and of Sax Rohmer, British 


author. 


DOLLY FLOYD 
Floyd, 35, of the Flying 
Nelsons, vaude and circus aerial 
act died at her home in Chicago 
March 21 from complications re- 
sulting in peritonitis. She was 
married to Floyd Nelson, head of 
the circus troupe that was a stand- 
ard Ringling flying act for years. 
She was the daughter of Ben Mo- 
watt, of the Juggling Mowatts of a 
generation ago. 

Besides the husband a daugh- 
ter, two brothers and two sisters 
survive. Burial at Graceland Cem- 
etery. 


Dolly 


MARTHA WATSON 

Mrs. Martha R. Watson, former 
actress, died March 20, cf heart dis- 
ease on the cruise ship ‘Mariposa,’ 
as it neared Manila. 

She was once leading woman for 
the late Chauncey Olcott and was 
informed of his death shortly be- 
fore she died. Survived by a sis- 
ter living in Santa Barbara, Cal. 

MAX BROOKS 

Max Brooks, 58, of vaudeville, died 
March 21 at his home in Brooklyn. 
At one time he was teamed with 
his brother, Sam Brooks, and later 
with his wife, Sadie Vedder. For a 


The Mother and Brother of 


JACK E. MANSFIELD 


wish to extend their thanks for the 
many messages of condolence and 
lovely floral tributes in their late 
bereavement. 


time Brooks published a paper, ‘The 
Trouper.’ 

Widow, daughter and two broth- 
érs survive. 





IRVING T. LAY 

Irving T. Lay, former film com- 
edian, killed himself by gas poison- 
ing at the home of his sister, Mrs. 
Mildred Sullivan, in Seneca Falls, 
» ¥. 

Weighing 400 pounds, he was 
signed by the Goldwyn Co. some 


years ago but hac not been active 
of late. 


JOHN STOKES 
John Stokes, 62, professionally 
known as King Burke, balloon 


trapeze performer, @ied in Cleve- 
land last week after an illness of 
five years. 

Had toured the country as free 
attraction with circuses. 





RICHARD E. LYNCH 
Richard E. Lynch, 63, once a 
noted clog dancer, but for the past 
few years a clerk in the Detroit 
traffic court, died in that city 
March 21. His wife, Ada Jewell, 


who shared his stage appearances, 
survives. 


. NELLIE RICHARDS 
Nellie Richards, 63, former 


vaudevillian, who popularized the 
Song, ‘Ssohnny Get Your Gun,’ was 
found dead in her London apart- 
ment March 21. Police believe that 
& teakettle on the stove boiled over 
and extinguished the fame and that 
she was asphyxiated in her sleep. 
ANNE BOOKER 

Anne Booker, 23, carnival diver, 
Who broke her back in Vienna last 
July, died in Miami, Fla., March 24. 


he was brought home following 
the accident. 





‘ WM. H. LEAHY 
William H., Leahy, 54, head of 
the play broking firm bearing his 
name, died March 26 of a com- 
Plication of ailments. Survived by 
his widow, two sisters, and a 
Srother and nephew. 


/ WARREN LAWRENCE 
Warren Lawrence, 35, playwright, 








died recently in New York. Death 
came while the writer was prepar- 
ing to produce one of his own plays 
and five days after he was stricken 
with pneumonia, 

Deceased is survived by his wife, 
father and a brother, Vincent, also 
a playwright. 


Brother, 65, of Alex Pantages 
died in Los Angeles last week. A 


stroke six years ago was followed 
by an illness which terminated in 
his death. Was formerly a door- 
man at the local Pantages theatre. 
Leaves a widow and two daugh- 
ters. 


William Hanna, stage carpenter 
at the Music Lox, New York, died 
at his home in Elmhurst, L. IL, 
March 26. He stricken with 
rneumonia last summer and never 
fully recovered, 


Vas 


George B. Scherff, 43, musician, 
died March 25, at Rochester, N. Y, 
after week’s illness. Mother and 
brother survive. I uneral services 
were Sunday (27), with burial in 


Rochester. 


George E. Faucett, 34, died in Wa- 
terbury, Conn., March 20, following 
an illness of five years. He was 
leader at Poli’s theatre orchestra 
there. Survived by the widow. 

Wm. W. Wilcox, 67, died in the 
General hospital, Kansas City, 
March 22. He was a musician and 
had no living relatives. 


—_— 





Harry Roselle, 61, 
teacher, died at studio, Cam- 
den, N. J. He is survived by his 
widow, a daughte:, two sisters and 
a brother. 


former dance 
his 





George T. Edwards, 63, composer, 
died at Falmouth Fireside, Me., 
March 21. Survived by his wife, 
four sons and a daughter. 

Mother, 63, of Alfred E. F. Mc- 
Corry, of Am. News Reel Corp., 
died at her home, Belle Harbor, N. 
Y., last week. 





Father of Walter Batchelor, agent, 
died March 24 in Toledo, O, 


UNIDENTIFIED 


Birmingham, March 28. 

An unidentified show trouper was 
buried by the city of Vicksburg, 
Miss., last week when efforts to lo- 
eate relatives were fruitless. Man 
was believed to have been from 
Syracuse, N. Y., and was passing 
through Vicksburg. He died from 
injuries received in an automobile 
wreck, 

He was known around Vicksburg 
only as “New York.” 





Going Places 


(Continue from page 54) 


butes in abundance, but she is the 
very first of them not to be a spit- 
fire. That is her triumph, her dar- 
ing, her distinction. True, she 
dances once, and in tulle - ruffled 
silver cloth trousers, but it is a sin- 
uous dance, quietly undulating, not 
a feverishly passionate outburst. It 
may take Miss Montenegro longer 
to attain the notice of her com- 
patriots, for ners is a quieter way, 
but for that very reason she should 
last longer. She’s so much more 
restful. 


South Africa 





(Continued from page 61) 


ment information are Saul Herbert 
Langbart (company manager); Rob- 
ert Waddel Davenport, alternate to 
Langbart; Clive Dudley Heeger 
(secretary). All of Johannesburg. 
Registered capital £100 of £1 
shares. Allotment of shares: Jo- 
seph Jack Diamond (clerk), 49; 
Cyril Belcher (clerk), 49; S. H. 
Langbart (company manager), 1; 
Cc. D. Heeger (company secretary), 
1. The word “company” shall be 
deemed to include any partnerships 
or other body of persons, whether 
incorporated or not. No invitation 
shall be issued to the public to sub- 
scribe for any shares or debentures 
in the company. 

Cinemas leased by Union Thea- 
tres, Ltd., are property of or con- 
trolled by African Consolidated 
Theatres, Ltd. 


FAIR CONTRACTS SET 
FOR COMING SEASON 


Fairs and state fairs, counted 
among the leading annuals of their 
kind in the United States and 
Canada, have closed contracts with 
the following shows, rated amongst 
the major carnivals to go on tour 
this season: 

Beckman-Geraty 


Davenport, Des Moines, Lincoln, 


| Topeka, Hutchinson, Oklahoma City, 


Dallas, . 
Johnny Jones 
Springfield, Il., Indianapolis, 
Johnson City, Greensboro, Shelby, 
Winston-Salem, Concord, Columbia, 
S. cC., Orangeburg, Anderson and 
Augusta, 
Castle, Ehrlich and Hirsch 
Brandon, Calgary, Edmonton, Saki- 
toon, Regina, all Canada; Iona, 
Goshen, Detroit, Batesville, Tulsa, 
Memphis, Jackson and Shreveport. 
Model Shows of America 

Kankakee, Toronto (3 wks.), Lon- 
don, Ont., Salisbury, Columbia, La., 
Spartansburg, Gastonia, Greenville 
and Rockhill. 
Ruben-Gruberg 

3araboo, Superior, Man- 
St. Paul, 
Knoxville, At- 
Ga., and Mont- 


Madison, 
itowoc, Owatonna, Minn.; 
Huron, Nashville, 
lanta, Columbus, 
gomery. 

Although no state fairs have been 
cancelled this year, premium and 
percentage arrangements have been 
drastically slashed. 





Finis 
Dallas, March 
Passing of another ghost. 
Local park board cancels existing 
five year contract with pony golf 
promoters and orders the _ relic 
courses cleared from the muny 
grounds. ; 


28. 





Miller Ranch Sold 


(Continued from page 1) 


survivor of original Miller Bros., 
ranch yielded $10,900,000 worth oil 
during last nine years, and still is 
grossing $1,500 monthly royalty. 

Miller, suffering from nerves, is 
booked for preliminary hearing at 
Newkirk, Okla., April 15, on charges 
of assault with deadly weapon, re- 
sulting from shot fired at one of 
receiver’s lawyers last Thursday. 
Under $15,000 appearance and $1,009 
peace bonds. 

Couple of attorneys who tried to 
serve papers last week on Col, Zack 
Miller for the auction of the 101 
ranch at Ponca City, Okla., met the 
business end of a shotgun. Riled 
1p at way things were handled, the 
aged circusman let loose a load of 
buckshot underneath feet of Neal 
Sullivan and R. C. Wilson, assist- 


ants to Fred Clarke, receiver. No 
one hurt. 
Charges of assault with deadly 


weapon being prepared against the 
Col. at Newkirk, Okla., s'ated for 
hearing when he is physically able 
to attend court. 

I'll hold this house in spite of 
hell and high water,’ says’ the 
rancher, ‘and I'll do it in the manner 
I see fit. If they come, they'd bet- 
ter bring a machine gun.’ 


UNCOMMON CHATTER 


(Continue from page 54) 





Woolsey film. 
posed to. 

They’re 
standard 
welcome 
comedy gags. 


They’re not sup- 
expected to register 
ingenue cuteness and 
subordination to forced 
Dorothy Lee and 


\Arline Judge willingly comply with 


these 
has 


requirements. Kitty Kelly 
a broad comedy role whose 
only consolation is that it grants 
her a good rousing verse and 
chorus of a swell Gershwin song. 
Her costume and delivery, in keep- 
ing with surrounding media, have 
the insincerity of an obvious car- 
toon. 

Mitzi, once again the pesty little 
show-off, may thank her imper- 
sonations for lifting her out of the 
background and rating her momen- 
tarily above the two gagster stars. 
With quick perception she reviews 
the styles of Bing Crosby, Roscoe 
Ates, George Arliss and Edna Mage 
Oliver. She captures the essence 
of each personality and develops it 
in a manner uniguely her own. 
She's a clever baby, worthy of be- 
ing carefully watched and guarded 
against the influences of self-con- 





scious acting. 
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Late Buying Season for Fairs 


As Secs Show No Hurry to Book 





Sailors Snub Show 


Los Angeles, March 28. 


i which 


+ 


| portion of 


j}to put their 1 


howling 


—_— 


Chicago, March 28. 
Agencies catering to the fairs are 
that the present selling 
season of acts is proceeding more 
slowly than any time in the his- 
tory of the outdoors biz. Agencies 
used to have all their fairs 
the February are 
at present midst of the 
only a small 
booked. 
not 
nonikers down on 
fiock of acts, 
there are 


close of 
still in the 
with 
fairs 


set by 
selling wrangle, 
the 

rushing 


the 


Fair secretaries are 


for a 


feel that 


contracts 


they 


since 


more than 


| enough acts at present to go around. 


Burlesque troupe organized by | 
Sam Goldberg for the Savoy the- | 
atre, San Diego, will come into the] 
Majestic, former legit house on 
Broadway. Opening is set for 
April 2. 

San Diego run of the burley show 
ilasted but seven days. Outfit was | 
rushed in to take advantage of the | 
return of the Pacific Fleet but} 
meant nothing to the sailors. 

Goldberg, candy concessionaire at 
several Main street grind houses, 
also operates the Grand, two bit| 


burlesque theatre at First and Main. 





FIGURE COUNTY 
FAIR DROP 
AT 259, 


It is estimated that the 
county fairs throughout the coun- 
try this year will show a drop of 
fully 25%. Principal reason is that 
the counties in the various states 


have thrown in the sponge in the 
face of conditions and have failed 
to set aside the appropriations 
necessary to carry on these yearly 
events. 

Although of a minor nature the 
county fair is important to the 
carnival owner and outdoor show- 
men for whom such a drop in dates 
predicates a discouraging season. 

In the past the averaging num- 
ber of county fairs has been placed 
between 1,400 and 1,600 yearly with 
over 200 taking place in Pennsyl- 
vania alone, something like 140 in 
Missouri, and around 95 for Iowa. 


Chas. Fox Soon Free 


Milwaukee, March 28. 
Charles . Fox, burlesque theatre 
operator, will be paroled from Fort 
Leavenworth May 5. 


Fox was sentenced to a year and 
a day followin:; his plea of guilty 
to an indictment charging him with 
conspiracy to embezzle funds from 
the National Bank of Commerce in 
connection with Erwin F. C. Voelz’s 
defalcations totaling $216,000. 

Voelz was formerly savings de- 
partment manager of the bank. 


smaller 








Gentry’s First Out 


Birmingham, March 28. 

Gentry Brothers Circus opened 
the season at Mobile Thursday (24) 
with a one-day stand at Prichard. 
It was the first opening of the sea- 
son. 

Rubin & Cherry, 
out of Montgomery, 
ters, April 1. 


pulls 
quar- 


carnival, 
winter 
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Fireworks Bankruptcy 
Chicago, March 28. 
Thearle-Duffield Fireworks Com- 
pany last week filed voluntary peti- 
tion in bankruptcy at Indianapolis. 
Understood that the creditors will 
take steps to help reorganize the 
fireworks company, which has been 
in the business 20 years. 


CARNIVALS 


(For week March 26-April 2 when 
not otherwise indicated) 
Cetlin & Wilson: Columbia, S. C. 

Crafts: San Diego, Cal. 

Fleming: Providence, Ky. 
Leggette: New Iberia, La. 

Nye: Jackson, O.; Lancaster, 4-9. 
Page: Johnson City, Tenn. 

Rock City: Jasper, Ala., 2-9. 
West Bros.: Fulton, Ky. 

White Way: Kennett, Mo. 


Columbia Wheel 


Week March 28 





Burlesque Event Hudson, Union C 
Dainty Dolls-—Gayety, Washington. 
Hello Good Times—Gavety, Baltimore. 
Jersey Belles—Lyric, Bridgeport. 
Night Hawks—Route No ° 

Step On It-—Trocadero, Philadelphia. 
Termmpters—Empire, Newark. 


This wasn't the case in the past 
when there was heavy competition 


between fairs and vaude for mate- 
| rial, necessitating the early sign- 
ups. 

Last-minute booking figured to 
save coin in many angles for the 








| 


fairs, principally in lower performer 


salaries, which works on the sup- 
ply and demand rule. Besides, many 
of the fair secs are not certain 
whether there’s going to be any 
mazum available to hold a festival 
this year, and even if some coin 


does go through the appropriation 
committees, it’s just as likely that 
it'll be a fraction of former sums, 


Full Week Work 


But what is particularly burning 
the performers is the solid increase 
in the number of days for each fair. 
Practically every fair which for- 
merly ran two or three days has in- 
creased the time of performance to 
seven or six days. This is because 
of the fair contracts, which call for 
full week’s pay to performers no 
matter how many days they play, 
or even if rain or other elements 
prevent their appearing at all. 

Because of the full week play or 
pay contracts, the fairs have de- 
cided that since they’re forced to 
pay for seven days’ work that they 
might as well stretch their show- 
ing days to cover that period. 
Often, however, the increase in the 
number of days has not increased 
either the attendance or the final 
take, evidencing that there’s only 
a certain potential audience for 
fairs, and they’ll come as_ well 
within a space of two or three days 
as in a full week. 

In the booking of shows for fairs 
there has arrived a new idea in de- 
livering two styles of shows, one 
for the evening and the other for 
the day. The night-time show is 
only a recent stunt, starting par- 
ticularly strong last year, and evi- 
dencing additional growth for the 
current season. These night shows 
are mostly of the presentation flash 
type, singing and dancing. 

There have been some attempts 
to give these flash shows in the 
afternoon, but they haven’t proved 
successful, due to inability to get 
proper lighting effects in the sun- 
light, or draw the attention from 
the horse races and contests. For 
the afternoon performances, the 
acrobatie and circus acts remain as 
the great mainstay. 


Howard’s Troubles 


Chicago, March 28. 

Legal reverberations of the south- 
side Howard stock burlesque at- 
tempt are still floating through the 
local courts. Chicago Costume Com- 
pany is suing William MacDonald, 
reported backer of the venture, for 
$225 for the rental of scenery, cos- 
tumes and electrical equipment. 
MacDonald is associated with the 
‘Southdown Economist,’ neighbor- 
hood paper. 

Art Moeller, manager and organ- 
izer of the stock, is recipient of a 
number of warrants from the city 
license department, which claims 
that Moeller had no reader. 

Claims of the performers are still 
unpaid, and it's likely that the group 
will go to court to settle salaries. 





NIGHT SHOWS FOR FAIR 


Norristown, Pa., March 28. 

The Montgomery County Fair is 
planning a six day and six night 
fair week Sept. 5 tc 10. 

A new policy of paying more ate 
tention to the moner-making pos- 
sibilities in amusements after dusk 
is to be pursued. 





H-W for Louisville 
Chicago, March 28. 
Opening date for the Hagenbach- 
Wallace finally down on the books 
as May 7 at Louisville. 
Will make the latest opening for 
any of the Ringling outfits. 


Re ee tens 
na ay 





ie ee ee 


dab ser ® 


= ee aaa PEN 
Ss RS RR NI 


ey 









VARIETY Tuesday, March 29, 1939 


== 








THE MILLS 
BROTHERS 














ory 
| 

¥ 
i 
4 
t 


Nun 
temp]: 
filmin 
tated 
eontra 
ball s 
down 
eontre 
the c 
and ° 
eaptai 

Uni 
ap al 
fall's 
and i 
pictur 
eessfu 

Sch 
proac! 
but t 
down 
placed 
Unive 
nent ; 


“FOUR BOYS AND A GUITAR” || 


en wi! 


Boot 








SIGNED 18 WEEKS WITH 


PARAMOUNT-PUBLIX a 


Vestig: 
leged 
fast ? 


SIGNED INDEFINITELY nen 


Radi 
for the Preg 1 
troduc 


Clevel. 
ers ir 
identit 


. « €ontro! 

Program Over the Columbia Network, Tuesday and Thursday Nights ee | eas 
lelns fs 

Man. 


Booked Exclusively Through the Chie 


hews ; 


COLUMBIA ARTISTS BUREAU a 


Inve; 
termin. 
inating 
Makins 
Menace 
Whetie 
John 


PERSONAL MANAGEMENT OF the 


Menda’ 


Stat 

Was pv 

Bial to 

Sut ta 

By of Pro} 
a 


brea! 





1776 BROADWAY, KEW YORK ke 


Tle ne 


| 














